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ABSTRACT

RIDING THE BORDERLANDS: THE NEGOTIATION OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
BOUNDARIES FOR RIO GRANDE VALLEY AND SOUTHWESTERN
MOTORCYCLING GROUPS, 1900-2000

GARY L. KIEFFNER

This dissertation presents an analysis and interpretation of particular aspects of the social,
cultural, and ideological history of motorcycling in the US-Mexican Borderlands from 1900 to
2000. It is based on interviews with historical correspondents, archival and other documents as
well as thirty years of participant reflection during which the author was immersed in biker
culture. The motorcycle served as a vehicle for personal and group identity, resistance, and
liberation. Issues related to identity, gender, race, marginalization and resistance, imagery, and
rhetoric become clearer when considering the perspective of riders. This study surveys
interactive processes that occurred between historic motorcyclists, social, corporate and state
structures. While distinct, long-lasting mores and norms emerged and crystallized into a riding
culture, mass media and other centers of power constructed an imagined biker throughout the
century. Meanwhile, the riding community interacted with larger ideological and social
constructs and cultural practices. This dissertation highlights a hundred years of motorcycling
history and its relevance.
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INTRODUCTION

This doctoral dissertation will consist of an analysis and interpretation of the social,
cultural and political history of motorcycling in particular areas of the US-Mexican Greater
Borderlands from 1900 to 2003.

Purpose
The goal is to examine issues of race, ethnicity, gender, and material culture through
the lens of motorcycling. This study seeks to describe and explain long-term, interactive
processes between historic biker cultural development and social, corporate, and state power
structures in the United States and Mexican states that touch the border during the twentieth
century. The dissertation will also deal with the gradual emergence of distinct, long-lasting
mores and norms and their crystallization into a subculture in the early 1900s, how mass media
portrayed the essential biker during the twentieth century, the changing ethnic, racial, and
gendered characteristics of the motorcycling community, cultural practices and belief systems,
some cultural meanings of place, and the development of organized rider social and political
beliefs and formations. A hundred years of motorcycling history and its relevance are
considered.

Borderlands Definitions
I consider geographic areas from the San Diego-Tijuana Metroplex to the Big Bend
region of the Río Grande, the Alta-California Coast from Mission Viejo north to the Bay Area,
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from San Luis del Colorado to Dinéh-ta, from Ciudad Chihuahua to Santa Fe, and from the El
Paso-Juárez Metroplex to Austin as these are the areas for which I have been able to find the
best information. However, I will follow Oscar J. Martínez in drawing a distinction between
WZRUHJLRQVWKDW,LGHQWLI\DVWKH³ERUGHU]RQH´DQGWKH³*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGV´1 I define the
former as the areas immediately adjacent to the currently recognized international boundary
line to include all of the lands and cities that are located in-EHWZHHQDOORIWRGD\¶V86ERUGHU
patrol and Mexican aduana checkpoints. In contrast, I identify the Greater Borderlands as all
areas within all of the U.S. and Mexican states that actually touch that boundary. Thus, the
width of the immediate border zone varies by location and is approximately thirty to a hundred
miles wide and on both sides of the border, while the Greater Borderlands is a much greater
area of land, indeed. The San Francisco Bay Area should be in this study because of
paradigmatic shifting events in the world history of biker culture that have occurred there in
addition to the area being within the Greater Borderlands as defined here. In this way,
Hollister, Oakland, and San Francisco are of as much import to motorcycling history as are
Stonewall and San Francisco to LGBT history. For this dissertation, I will focus primarily on
the already-mentioned areas of the Greater Borderlands while also considering significant
historic events in the immediate border zone, as defined here.

Research Questions
My two principal questions reflecting the primary purpose of writing the dissertation
are as follows: (1) How did categories and social constructions of race and gender affect
Borderlands motorcycling culture and vice versa? (2) How did the presence of a major
international boundary influence motorcycling community? How did it affect or alter
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consciousness, identity, and the practical everyday translation of the two categories mentioned
in question (1)? Motorcycling cultural history thus becomes a prism for viewing ethnicity, race,
nationalism, trans-nationalism, and gender.
To formulate comprehensive answers to these two questions in furtherance of the
purpose of this work, I follow the lead of motorcycle studies scholar Suzanne McDonaldWalker, author of the definitive work on British biker political sociology, asking the following
topical questions: (3) How did riders in the US-Mexican Borderlands identify common
interests and involve themselves collectively? How did bikers of different periods express
WKHPVHOYHVLQVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDORUJDQL]DWLRQV"  :KDWZHUHWKHVHJURXSV¶UHODWLRQVKLSVWR
or within, the larger (non-motorcycling) sociopolitical spheres of their respective eras? What
were the positions of motorcycle riders in relation to the rise and growth of major and minor
social and political power structures?2
Other questions include: (5) How did motorcyclist rituals to memorialize the dead
develop? What ritual practices were observed and why? (6) What was the relationship between
motorcyclist realities, myths, and imagery in the twentieth century? (7) Which larger
ideological trends were influential in the actions of riders in their social and political
organizations? How were such ideological strands translated, modified, or applied? (8) In what
ways were nature, space, and particular places important to motorcyclists? How did such
relationships impact and interact with traditional Native American societies? When biker and
Native significant or sacred sites were shared or adjacent to each other, was a standoff distance
of respect observed? What was the nature of relationships between indigenous peoples and
bikers?

3

Hypothesis
Based upon the analysis of a portion of documents and data that I have already perused
or collected, my hypothesis is that men invented these machines in the nineteenth century and
fastened steam engines to them so that they would not have to pedal. The vehicles were a
delight to ride. While early twentieth-century riders tended to be white and male, in the early
twentieth century women also began to ride. The machine provided a peculiarly controlled and
limited means of connectivity to outdoor spaces and places, a quality that varied according to
the environmental and other elements of specific experiences.
However, persons who operated these machines inadvertently made a great deal of
noise and frightened horses, people and other animals. To borrow a term from Edgar Allan
3RHWKHLU³TXLHWXGH´ZDVXQGHUPLQHG0RWRUF\FOLVWVEHOLHYHGWKDWVRPHRIWKRVHQRQ-riding
people then employed methods to restrict, prohibit or marginalize use of the machines. Public
opposition to motorcycling was thought to have existed periodically throughout the twentieth
century and into the twenty-first. Non-riders thus denigrated bikers for various real and
imagined reasons, attempting to marginalize the activity.
I hypothesize that both differences and commonalities existed between and among
groups in various areas of the Greater Borderlands. For instance, non-riding centers of power
in the United States constructed images of an essentially gay male biker that reflected larger
societal fears of both bikers and LGBT groups. Such imagery, in turn, was adopted by LGBT
communities as well as biker subcultures well beyond the Borderlands from Des Moines to
Distrito Federal. Images served as the communications media to outsiders as mass culture and
popular cultures interacted with each other. I believe that such processes were complicated by
changes in the ethnic and racial makeup of motorcyclists as a group. While most bikers in the
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border zone before the Mexican Revolution and World War I can probably be considered
Anglo American, most riders from the 1950s to present were of Mexican or Mexican American
ethnicities.
I also hypothesize that most conflict that could otherwise have occurred among riders
was averted whenever motorcycling groups believed that they faced common threats from
outside the riding community. Bikers responded to, or rebelled against, perceived societal
alienation both individually and collectively. Bikers organized, politically and otherwise, at
various times and places. Enthusiasts resisted their own marginalization by organizing into
clubs and motorcyclist rights organizations (MROs) and opposing elitism, racism, or other
forms of invidious discrimination believed to be directed at themselves. Over a period of
several generations, MROs successively formed, grew in strength, affected some changes,
declined, and were replaced by similar groups. While some interclub rivalries must have
existed in the Greater Borderlands, the entire motorcycling world was often interrelated and in
a state of strong solidarity when apparently threatened by anti-motorcycling power centers. In
the border zone itself, there was a lack of interclub conflict. MROs and clubs collectively and
actively opposed anti-motorcycling initiatives and trends. In a series of recurring cycles, both
bikers and those who opposed them acted out their views again and again, often raising
specific complaints or offering proposed remedies. An extended process of interaction has
occurred between these elements.

Building upon the Body of Knowledge
The study of bikers and motorcycling has attracted a great amount of interest in cognate
disciplines such as anthropology, sociology, and English literature, among others. In 1975,
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6DPP\.HQW%URRNVZURWH³7KH0RWRUF\FOHLQ$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH)URP&RQFHSWLRQWR´
a doctoral dissertation at George Washington University.3 Psychologist Lisa Garber wrote her
doctoral dissertation on the psyche of women motorcyclists.4 Another dissertation by Ross
Stuart Fuglsang on media imagery and the construction of identity is very informative.5
Another academically trained scholar, Martin Jack Rosenblum, has written corporate histories
for the Harley-Davidson Motor Company.6 The work of Jerry Smith, who obtained an oral
history interview describing a staged photo shoot during the 1947 Hollister, California rally,
also informs my analysis.7 These and other scholars have expressed various possible reasons
for the social and legal marginalization of motorcyclists over the years. Most of them trace the
phenomenon only as far back as the so-FDOOHG³+ROOLVWHU5LRW´RIDQGQRWHDUOLHU8
The historical profession, however, has produced little scholarship dedicated to the
understanding of this topic. Such deficiency in the body of knowledge is especially surprising
when considering that the motor-driven cycle antedates the automobile by at least twenty
years; that distinct, extant, two-wheeled riding cultural values had begun to form by the end of
the 1880s (the same decade when the first steam-powered motorcycle appeared in the
Borderlands); and that the US national myths of Harley-'DYLGVRQDQGWKHDUFKHW\SLFDO³ELNHU´
have now grown to iconic proportions. To the best of my knowledge, only one professional
historian has published in this field while one other has a book in progress. Steve Koerner of
the University of Victoria has written articles on British motorcycling history.9 Randy D.
McBee, Chair of the History Department at Texas Tech University informs me that the
manuscript for his monograph on United States biker social history is supposed to be published
this year. (McBee also has a graduate student who is, apparently, working on a micro-history
of a Lubbock-area motorcycle club.)
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0F%HH¶VZRUNGLIIHUVIURPPLQHLQVHYHUDOUHVSHFWV)LUVWKLVSHULRGL]DWLRQVWDUWVDW
1947 while I trace motorized cycling to the 1810s and mark the beginning of my period of
study as 1900. Secondly, McBee seems to be relying heavily on conventional newspapers and
SRSXODUPDJD]LQHVWKDWRIFRXUVHZLOOUHIOHFWWKHSXOVHRIPDLQVWUHDP$PHULFD¶VDWWLWXGHV
toward bikers. While I may have perused some of the same sources, I have also examined
underground newspapers, insider correspondence, and thirty-six audiotape interviews with
longtime bikers in order to discover some other sides of the story. In this way, both his and my
work²when considered together²should go a long way toward satisfying the historical
SURIHVVLRQ¶VGLYHUJHQWYDOXLQJRIERWKGHWDFKPHQWDQGSRVWPRGHUQHQJDJHPHQWLQWKH
relentless pursuit of objectivity and subjectivity, science and art.
Perhaps the most important difference between our two projects involves geography.
0F%HH¶V86KLVWRU\GRHVQRWLQFOXGHQRUWKHUQ0p[LFRRUWKH%RUGHUODQGVDVPLQHGRHV
Thirdly, this geographic difference will likely result in two differing evaluations concerning
ethnic, racial, cultural or other demographic elements. Through our conversations and from his
conference presentations, I have reason to believe that his discussion of race during the 1960s,
for example, may focus on whiteness and perceptions of the larger (non-riding) North
American societal gaze, as they imagined bikers. In contrast, my tentative evaluation of race
during that decade relates more closely to the social concerns of contemporary Borderlands
bikers relating to each other and in relation to police officers and non-riders.
The Oscar J. Martínez text Troublesome Border describes a city in which it became
desirable to violate official policies established by distant capitols in order to solve problems
that are peculiar to a border zone.10 Such historic phenomena leads one to look at the local and
regional levels as bikers negotiated ways and means to cross over to, or deal with, el otro lado.
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5D~O+RPHUR9LOOD¶VERRNBarrio Logos: Space and Place in Urban Chicano Literature and
Culture provideVDWKHRUHWLFDOFRUQHUVWRQHIRUYLHZLQJHWKQLF0H[LFDQPRWRUF\FOLQJFXOWXUH¶V
development of a unique social world including the construction of biker-friendly spatial
realities.11 This text is applicable in México, as well. Biker-controlled urban properties in
Ciudad Chihuahua, for example, would not only rock an entire barrio during their weekend
parties but they also changed the entire ambiance, social environment and subculture of any
neighborhood daily and perpetually. Riding culture crystallized; was seemingly confronted by
anti-cycling sentiment, legislation, and other feeders of conflict; and resisted such perceived
marginalization throughout the twentieth century.
Local Histories/Global Designs: Coloniality, Subaltern Knowledges, and Border
Thinking by Walter D. Mignolo is another work that I draw upon for my chapter on biker
LGHRORJ\$FFRUGLQJWR0LJQRORWKH³VXEDOWHUQL]DWLRQRINQRZOHGJH´RUWKHZD\VLQZKLFK
subaltern border populations interpreted and appropriated imperialistic discourse for their own
local purposes, empowered them and enabled more effective means of resistance.12 This
occurred among motorcyclists in the border zone and is evident as the dominant languages
among many clubs were Spanglish and Borderlands Spanish. Ethnic Mexican cultures were
celebrated and displayed on the patchwork that many clubs wore wherever they traveled.
Systemic expressions of policies, positions, ideas and rhetoric that were relayed through, or
emanated from, motorcyclist rights organizational offices in Austin, Washington or Europe
ZHUHFRQVLGHUHGWUDQVODWHGDQGUHZRUNHGWRVXLWWKHORFDO%RUGHUODQGVFKDSWHUV¶RZQ
dispositions and preferences.
)RUWKHFKDSWHURQZRPHQLQPRWRUF\FOLQJ,FLWH.DPDOD9LVZHVZDUDQ¶VFictions of
Feminist Ethnography, which problematizes ethnicity, gender, and identity while calling
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attention to possibilities for the acquisition of in-between spaces.13 I draw upon Thomas E.
6KHULGDQ¶VKLVWRU\RI7XFVRQDQG'DYLG0RQWHMDQR¶VWKLUGDQGIRXUWKSHULRGVLQKLV
reconstruction of four class-racial social orders in Texas for my model of motorcycling ethnic
and racial integration while also presenting new evidence suggesting that bikers tended to
integrate prior to or contemporary to the larger society.14 As I discuss the status of African
American and other racialized motorcyclists in the Borderlands, I rely on an historiographic
foundation of sound prior scholarship including Recovering History, Constructing Race: The
Indian, Black, and White Roots of Mexican Americans by Martha Menchaca, DQG1HLO)ROH\¶V
The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture. Menchaca
relies on the concept of racialization and the sociopolitical construction of racial hierarchies as
she problematizes the history of Mexican American people while Foley uses the idea of
whiteness as three essential groups engaged in socioeconomic struggles in the Texas hill
country to obtain or retain the status of white.15 Both of these texts may be applied to
motorcycling culture in the Greater Borderlands as I complicate the category of race using
these and other sources.
The dissertation considers the question of whether historical motorcycling cultural
preferences could provide an example for Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden. Marx writes
that Americans historically desired both to be present in an environment of pristine, pure
beauty and to introduce the comfort and convenience of the machine into that same paradise.
3OXJJLQJWKHPRWRUF\FOHLQWRWKHUROHRI0DU[¶VPDFKLQHPD\RUPD\QRWEHDQDSSOLFable use
of his theory as twentieth-century motorcyclists were seeking not only a means of escape²
from their heavily polluted cities out into the countryside²but also a way to experience nature
in a more direct, unsheltered and unprotected, intimate and interactive, yet controlled way that
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the enclosed automobile on a Sunday drive was incapable of providing to its encased
occupants.16
Any mention of rider spirituality and relationship to environment that appears in the
dissertation may possibly draw on the discourses of Thomas J. Lyon and Sigurd F. Olson.
According to Olson, humans have within them an unexplainable urge that compels them to
seek inner balance and solace in natural environments.17 Likewise, Lyon writes that human
wholeness comes only from genuine connectivity to nature and a radical inner change
LQYROYLQJEHDXW\HFVWDV\DQGRQHQHVVDVSHRSOHH[SHULHQFHZKDWKHFDOOV³ZLOGQHVV´DQG
FRQQHFWLRQWRWKH³ZLOG(DUWK´18 I include particular selected elements of biker spirituality and
relationship to space and place in my chapter on biker funerals and death-related rituals. I write
about the significance of particular places and destinations similar to the ways in which Daniel
D. Arreola, James R. Curtis, Lawrence A. Herzog, and Raúl Homero Villa problematize
Borderlands cities and sites within a growing body of scholarship on space and place.19 I
examine biker cultural connectivity to some specific sites, observe what these places
represented, and describe death-related ritual practices.
While narrowing this focus to consider only funerary rituals and beliefs, my original
SODQWRFRPSDUHDQGFRQWUDVWWKHVLJQLILFDQFHRISODFHVLQELNHUVXEFXOWXUHZLWK.HLWK%DVVR¶V
description of Apache relationships to sacred sites is not feasible.20 After all, traditional
Athapaskan and western Apache funerary rituals and relationships to the dead have little in
common with those of old-school bikers. While other potential comparisons between biker
relationships to places and Apache relationships to the land perhaps may have been of interest,
funerary cultural differences were very divergent, indeed.
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My description of Borderlands interpretations of 1950s North American mass cultural
DQWLKHURHVLVLQIRUPHGE\-RVp'DYLG6DOGtYDU¶VGLVFXVVLRQRI(OYLV3UHVOH\DQG(O9H]Ds well
DVPXFKRI(ULF=RORY¶VZRUNRQWKH0H[LFDQFRXQWHUFXOWXUH.21 These two texts necessarily
influence my work since Presley and James Dean were bikers in real life while Marlon Brando
was often thought of, at the time, as a biker (in México as well as the U.S). As rebeldes sin
causa, their images affected biker cultural development, which further influenced subsequent
myth.
As I problematize such elements of motorcycling history, I do so with the same
concerns that John Fiske writes about in Understanding Popular Culture when he describes
FRPSOH[LQWHUDFWLRQVEHWZHHQ³PDVVFXOWXUH´DQG³SRSXODUFXOWXUH´,QVXFKDUHDGLQJPDVV
culture was related to advertising and what the manufacturer wished for people to do with the
product, while popular culture decided how the people actually interacted with the product,
UHJDUGOHVVRIWKHSURGXFHU¶VGHVLUHV$FFRUGLQJO\PDVVFXOWXUHDQGSRSXODUFXOWXUHFRQVWDQWO\
influenced each other over time.22
This holds true for motorcycling history after 1910, for centers of power attempted to
define and redefine riding culture using particular forms of imagery in their advertisements and
by other means. Such mass cultural images and formations interacted with the actual popular
riding culture for generations, which is supportHGE\)LVNH¶VWKHVLV0LFKHO)RXFDXOW¶V
discussions of issues related to marginality, centers of power and knowledge are equally
LPSRUWDQWDVDODUJHUIUDPHZRUNLQWKLVG\QDPLFZKLOHWKH\DOVRFRPSOLFDWH)LVNH¶VPRGHO 23 I
apply Foucauldian sexuality-related theory to my discussion of bikers relating to society and
include a brief examination of heteronormativity through the vehicle of motorcycling culture. 24
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Sources and Research Methods
My dissertation seeks to fill a void in the body of literature, since little or no
motorcycling social and cultural history has been written from the bottom-up about the U.S.Mexican Borderlands. I have accessed pertinent sources to explore changing cultural
formations in relation to social constructs. The principal primary sources consist of oral history
interviews, government documents, articles from mainstream, underground and motorcycle
newspapers, newsletters and magazines, correspondence, and films including László
%HQHGHN¶VThe Wild One.HQQHWK$QJHU¶VScorpio Rising, and others.25 In addition to perusal
of archival and secondary sources, my research methods include ethnographic participant
observation, a collection of interviews with participants in motorcycling culture who I call
³QDWLYHFRQVXOWDQWV´DQGSUH-university lifetime participant reflection as a biker.

Content
Chapter One is about women motorcyclists and the category of gender. Motorcycling
FXOWXUHZDVD³PDVFXOLQH´FRQVWUXFWZLWKLQZKLFKZRPHQRSHUDWHGDQGPRYHGExaggerated,
ultra-patriarchal gender roles were the norm; however, exceptional women could expand
beyond such inequity and sometimes even gender bend, due to biker cultural values such as
nonconformity and individuality. Often, these women were accepted as members or respected
associates of riding groups and clubs. Gender rebellion was ritually reinforced for some
persons but not for others, depending on individual status. The chapter will consider the
influence of gender role constructs upon motorcycling and vice versa.
Chapter Two is about the categories of race and ethnicity in relation to motorcycling in
the Mexican-U.S. borderlands. It will consider the historical experiences of African American,
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ethnic Mexican, and other riders and their motorcycles as a vehicle for demonstrating the
importance of race in the Greater Borderlands during the century. 26 The chapter will survey
societal racial and transportation-based discrimination against Black and other racialized riders
DVZHOODVELNHUV¶LQGLYLGXDODQGFROOHFWLYHUHVLVWDQFHDJDLQVWVXFKPDUJLQalization and
recreation as practicing bikers. The question of conflict between motorcycle clubs will be
addressed in this chapter. It will consider race, racism, extreme mobility, and relations among
and between bikers and larger non-riding society.
Chapter Three on imagery and realities will problematize both changes within biker
FXOWXUHDQGODUJHUVRFLHWDOFRQVWUXFWLRQVRIDQLPDJLQHG³ELNHU´RYHUWKHSDVWVHYHUDO
generations. The chapter will demonstrate how the myths and realities of motorcycling
interacted with each other over time, influencing and changing both fiction and actual riding
culture in the Borderlands. Traces of this complex process of interaction between the
imaginary and the real can be extrapolated from media images and projections and other
sources. The chapter deals with how mass media has presented the essential biker, the
gullibility of non-riders when viewing these images, the consequences of an emerging public
fear of motorcyclists, and interactions between bikers, non-riders, and subsequent portrayals.
Chapter Four, a cultural and historical account of biker death-related ritual practices,
surveys motorcyclist funerals, rituals related to roadside memorials and major and minor
annual events such as the Barney Villa Memorial Ride and Run For the Wall in relation to
historic influences, identity construction, the significance of place, the appropriation of Native
American sacred sites, and other elements. Many bikers since the Mexican Revolution and
World War I have been veterans and consequently a noticeable military influence existed in
death memorial rites. Yet, the roots of popular biker death rituals can be traced to three other
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main sources: the traditional Irish wake, 1960s countercultural practices related to protest and
the appropriation and use of public space, and Native American or New Age-influenced beliefs
DQGULWXDOV7KHFKDSWHU¶VDSSURDFKLVHWKQR-historical and examines various influences and
changes to these rites and rituals in relation to larger societal elements.
The fifth chapter is about motorcyclist social and political thought more than behavior.
It discusses ideological distinctions, commonalities, and interactions between motorcyclist
rights organizations (MROs) and elements of non-riding society. It examines reasoning behind
the actions of riders and non-riders, particularly the values or ideas that were held as expressed
in rhetorical terms. The chapter begins with pre-twentieth-century expressions, continues
through the 1990s, and includes a survey of transnational expressions of solidarity in the
context of the México-U.S. Borderlands. While the motorcycle allowed easy border crossings
GXULQJPRVWRIWKHFHQWXU\DQGDLGHGELNHUV¶GHVLUHWRFURVVERXQGDULHVVRPHULGHUVIRXQGLW
difficult to ride across at other times.

My Position in Relation to the Topic
This doctoral dissertation contains anthropological historical information based on the
reflexive anthropological methods of Jay Ruby who writes that reflexivity means that the
researcher problematizes herself in her research. She overtly shares her epistemological
preconceptions that determine how she constructs her research questions in a particular way,
how she conducts her research, and the way in which she presents her resultant production.27 I
will, thXVSUHVHQWDQGSUREOHPDWL]HP\VHOIKHUHDQGDSSO\5XE\¶VUHIOH[LYHPHWKRGHVSHFLDOO\
in Chapter Three when considering films and other mass cultural products. Reflexive
anthropology is part of what I do.
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Writing this dissertation helps one to get through a university program that has its own
areas of academic interest. For example, it addresses questions such as whether race and
gender may have mattered historically in the motorcycling community. There is riding, and
then there is writing. Two very different activities for two very different purposes, they hardly
reflect each other. Yet, I must connect the two somehow.
Like anyone, I have had preconceived beliefs, values, mores, and life-ways while
engaged in this project. It would be helpful here to mention that I am a motorcyclist. In fact,
many of my family members, friends and acquaintances²if asked²would identify me as a
³ELNHU´0\8QFOH*OHQOLNHKLVXQFOHEHIRUHKLPZDVDELNHUDQG,KDYHEHHQRQHDOORIP\
adult life. I have been riding the roads and highways of the Mexican-US Borderlands since
1979. My interpretation of history is probably influenced partly by this perspective. I endeavor
to offer an account that is balanced between the incongruent historiographic imperatives of
objectivity and subjectivity. I try also to avoid presentism while expressing an appropriate
DPRXQWRISDVVLRQDWHXQGHUVWDQGLQJ2YHUDOO,DPZULWLQJDQLQVLGHU¶VKLVWRU\

My Theoretical Paradigm
This is both a borderlands theoretical argument and one of marginalization. Looking
from inside, the most noticeable or obvious long-term change that has been more or less
steady, growing almost every generation, is an increase in the complexity, strength, and power
of a Foucauldian power structure that I identify²modifying the term introduced by Dwight D.
Eisenhower in his farewell address²DVD³SROLFHLQGXVWULDOFRPSOH[´7RGD\SROLWLFDO
VFLHQWLVWVZRXOGFDOOWKLVSKHQRPHQRQDQH[DPSOHRIDQ³LURQWULDQJOH´28 This particular
structure has presented a challenge to the self-determination of not only bikers but all of the
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people in the border zone. The bikers that I have known wanted me to write about this
KLVWRULFDOO\ZKLOHP\DFDGHPLFSURJUDPUHTXLUHVDKLVWRU\RIWKH³ERUGHUODQGV´$VWKHVHWZR
considerations are not mutually exclusive, the dissertation is a history of bikers being
marginalized and resisting in the Borderlands, based on applicable theoretical foundations.

7KH3URMHFW¶V0HULW
Social and cultural history is currently of widespread interest in the profession and its
relevance will probably continue, even as histories of the entire twentieth century begin to be
written. A thorough historical account of motorcycling based on this dissertation and other
previous and subsequent works may cast new light upon non-bike specific events, myths,
trends, and phenomena including the Mexican Revolution, the Samson / Iron John archetype,
consumer capitalism, trans-nationalism, and the larger context of America under the Patriot
Act. I also consider the motorcycle to be a perfect vehicle for examining categories of race and
gender in borderlands history. My research and the larger developing body of scholarship
exemplified in the International Journal of Motorcycle Studies are significant in that they
enhance our understanding of larger themes including the history of discrimination, power
structures, and the role that twentieth-century symbols (in this dissertation, the motorcycle and
WKH³VFRUFKHU´-³ELNHU´ FDQSOD\LQWKHQHJRWLDWLRQRIVRFLDOVWDWXV,WDOVRVSHDNVWRTXHVWLRns
of inclusion and exclusion as a culturally unique community emerged and an alienated mode of
transportation intersected with desire, ideology, collective empowerment, and sociopolitical
relevance. Why, for instance, did a machine become an international icon in the way that
Harley-Davidson did? Was it really an icon in México? If not, then why? What long-term
chain of events led the Guggenheim Museum to mount a special exhibit of these machines
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titled The Art of the Motorcycle and why did its director caOOWKHPRWRUF\FOHWKH³SHUIHFW
PHWDSKRUIRUWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\"´29
The thing that makes Borderlands motorcycling history so extraordinary is that, in a
unique place where a major world power was located next to an economically challenged
nation, the culture associated with Harley-Davidson was very different from biker cultures in
the U.S. or in Europe. This is because the Greater Borderlands appear to have been regions of
interaction between two incongruent images of the motorcycle as symbol: nonconformity,
rebellion, deviance and aggression, speed, freedom and self-UHOLDQFH DVLQ5LFKDUG6ORWNLQ¶V
North America30) versus foreign economic and cultural imperialism as well as individual or
team technical riding skill (as in México). Here in the middle, it was neither of the two but,
rather, something entirely different. The motorcycle seems to have been a vehicle that crossed,
evaded, or minimized geopolitical and ideological borders with ease.
Rather than a mere new cultural history, this is a sociocultural and political
transnational historical account that is relevant to everyone, not just bikers. I avoid the trend²
found too often in the popular moto publications of Garri Garripoli, Melissa Holbrook Pierson,
and so many others marketed to a mass audience²to celebrate the supposed triumphs of bikers
DVWKH\VRPHKRZ³FRQTXHUHG$PHULFD´ WRXVHWKHZRUGVRI1HZ0H[LFR*RYHUQRU DQG
ELNHU %LOO5LFKDUGV¶SUHVLGHQWLDOFDPSDLJQSUHVVVHFUHWDU\7RP5H\QROGV 31 Rather, I
will endeavor to problematize all of the questions in order to tell a history that is universally
significant.
This dissertation contributes to the Department of History and the University of Texas
at El Paso in several ways. It contributes to the body of borderlands historical knowledge.
Interview tapes and generated transcripts will enhance the collections of the campus Oral

17

History Institute. The opportunity to conduct this research has made me a better researcher.
Finally, practice has improved my archival research and writing skills and kept my talents
honed.

Nineteenth-Century Antecedents
The motorcycle itself has been around for a long time, much longer than the
automobile. The first coal-burning engine-driven bike was probably built in Germany and
tested in Luxembourg Gardens, Paris on April 5, 1818. Other early bikes may have escaped
from the historical record. Gottlieb Daimler adapted the internal combustion engine to propel a
bicycle in 1885, before he formed a car company called Mercedes Benz. A company in
Belgium then lightened and improved the performance of the gasoline engine, building first
motorcycles and then trikes and cars in the late 1890s. Bikes served for generations in roles
related to personal and professional transportation.32

Plate 1. The first coal-burning engine-driven motorcycle. Paris, France,
April 5, 1818. Diagram courtesy of the Science Museum, Her
0DMHVW\¶V6WDWLRQDU\2IILFH/RQGRQ, England.
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1868, 1881, 1884, and 1900 are vital moments in the history of motorcycling in the
Greater Borderlands. These were the years in which the first motorcycles were constructed in
$XVWLQ7H[DVLQ3KRHQL[$UL]RQDDQGLQ6DQ'LHJR&DOLIRUQLD7KH³$XVWLQ9HORFLSHGH´
was a two-wheeled steam-powered vehicle constructed and tested in 1868. Lucius Copeland,
inventor of the Arizona bike, charged admission for people to watch him ride around a horseracing track and also took this steam-powered bike to the Maricopa County Fair in the early
1880s. By 1884, Copeland was building another motorcycle in California. Unlike these earlier
bikes and five more machines built later on in the United States at the turn of the century, the
other bike in 1900 San Diego ran dependably and could easily be mounted. No other motorized
bikes are known to have been built or ridden in the Borderlands before 1901.33
Early motorcycles were hard to ride and harder to start. A rider had to be strong enough
to either push-start or pedal-start the bike. The latter method entailed the pedaling of the
stationary bike while it was still up on its center-stand with the engine engaged so that it fired.
This archaic starting technology did not change until shortly after the turn of the twentieth
century. Motorcycles in the late 1800s were little more than bicycles with coal-steam or
petroleum-powered engines attached to the frame and operated without a clutch. The typical
nineteenth-century motorized bicycle weighed more than non-motorized bikes and was
awkward to keep balanced and upright. Motorcycles generally had no throttle controls, utilized
directly-engaged transmissions, and carried power-SODQWVGDQJHURXVHQRXJKWRLJQLWH'DLPOHU¶V
VRQ¶VSDQW-leg on fire. Early machines were a significant challenge to operate.34
Even worse, early motorcycle frames often could not withstand the rigorous
SXQLVKPHQWGLVKHGRXWE\WKHHQJLQH¶VSRZHURUE\WKHWHUULEOHURDGZD\V7KHIUDPHV
frequently broke, causing deaths and injuries. Improved twentieth-century motorcycles
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continued to be subject to chronic fuel and ignition problems. Carburetors were little more than
&DPSEHOO¶V6RXSFDQVZKLOHJDVROLQHZDVKLJKO\IODPPDEOHThe publication of various
calamities gave rise to a readily accepted, extant idea that motorcycling might be detrimental to
life and limb. This mode of transportation was believed to be more precarious than horses and
bicycles.35
Rider-friendly production bikes began to be manufactured between 1901 and 1916 as
drive train, suspension, and other technological improvements were added to the latest models.
Manufacturers added springs to the formerly rigid frames, greatly decreasing the jarring effect
and making the ride more comfortable. Clutches were introduced so that an operator did not
have to know when WRVKLIWJHDUV7KHELNH¶VVSHHGFRXOGQRZEHHDVLO\UHJXODWHGEHFDXVH
throttle controls were moved to the handlebars where they were readily accessible. Batterypowered starting also made the ride accessible to more people.36
The continually improving convenience and reliability that result from research and
GHYHORSPHQWFRQWULEXWHGWRPRWRUF\FOLQJ¶VSRSXODULW\HVSHFLDOO\LQSODFHVWKDWKDGJRRG
roads. By 1916, an estimated 180,000 motorcycles were being ridden in the United States. In
1914, Californians registered 24,709 motorcycles, more than in any other state. A motorcycle
run in the Los Angeles area could easily draw 1,600 bikes in 1911. New York, Ohio, and
several Midwestern states trailed California closely in numbers of registrations. Colorado was
the number fourteen state with 3,863 bikes registered. Young borderlands states such as
Arizona and New Mexico as well as the northern Mexican states are difficult to account for,
however, since bikes were not registered.37
While rutty roads of mud, caliche, clay, and sand during the first two decades of the
twentieth century were problematic, the poor quality of roadways tended to impact negatively
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the mobility of heavy cars much more than lighter two-wheelers.38 Moreover, simple
technology meant an inexpensive initial cost for the machine. Throughout the first half of the
new century, prices of motorized bikes were usually much lower than those of cars. An article
by L. H. Bill in the August 1902 edition of Overland Monthly UHSRUWHGIRUH[DPSOH³7KHILUVW
cRVWRIDPRWRUELF\FOHLVDQRPLQDOVXP«>7KH@FRVWRIUXQQLQJDPRWRUELF\FOHLVOHVV
than one-TXDUWHUFHQWSHUPLOH«:LWKLQUHDFKRIWKHPLGGOHFODVVDVZHOODVWKHULFK´39
Another article by Henry Norman, published in the July 1903 :RUOG¶V:RUN, cited
PRWRUF\FOLQJDV³WKHVLPSOHVWWKHTXLFNHVWWKHFKHDSHVWLQGHSHQGHQWORFRPRWLRQWKDWKDVHYHU
EHHQNQRZQ´40 Motorcycles were thus promoted as an inexpensive alternative form of
personal transportation. These machines were far more economical than four-wheeled
automobiles and this economic reality remained until Henry Ford built his first assembly line. 41
The first chapter will now survey how gender came into play as these other changes took place.
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CHAPTER ONE
WOMEN BIKERS, MARGINALIZATION, AND RESISTANCE

One of the most engaging books yet published on the subject of feminist analysis of
cultural studies is the insightful autobiographically informative account by Kamala
Visweswaran titled Fictions of Feminist Ethnography. Presented as an ethnographic
exploration of the within, Visweswaran problematizes the hyphen in the term Indian-American
to demonstrate how traditional scholarly practice tends to divide subjects in a perpetual quest
for power-knRZOHGJH$FFRUGLQJO\WKHK\SKHQVHSDUDWHVERWKLGHQWLW\DQGSHRSOH³,QGLDQ´
DQG³$PHULFDQ´DUHW\SLFDOO\WKRXJKWRIDVHVVHQWLDOL]HGLGHQWLWLHV0HDQZKLOHDVVLPLODWLRQLV
only a fantasy and the question of being American is typically repressed because it is assumed.
The text also treats the hyphen as metaphor for divisions related to race, class, gender, and
education.
As a response to normative participant observation that encourages hyphenated
division, the author offers a corrective feminist practice WKDWVKHFDOOV³K\SKHQDWHG
HWKQRJUDSK\´9LVZHVZDUDQDGYRFDWHVDGHFRQVWUXFWLYHDSSURDFKE\ZKLFKWKHDFFXPXODWLRQ
of western knowledge about south Asian women is resisted, the use of language alters
representations of the self and creates affinities, and the hyphen begins to aid in the negotiation
and acquisition of space for shifting identities and alliances. Such redefinitions occur by
creating new discourse, repositioning subjects as central rather than other, and publishing their
experiences.1
This cKDSWHUSURGXFHVVRPHZRPHQ¶VH[SHULHQFHVLQWKHZRUOGRIPRWRUF\FOLQJLQWKH
Greater Borderlands during the twentieth century. If the hyphen, which Visweswaran
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problematizes and appropriates, traditionally has divided people then it may also be applied
historically²both in its original ethnic meaning and as metaphor²to women motorcyclists.
Intersections between nationality and ethnicity, myth and realities, society and identity, gender
and culture may be exposed and reviewed. I focus here on the latter two categories. The
chapter suggests that the publicly perceived phenomenon of women riding motorcycles was
contemporary to, or that it even preceded, the reformation of prescribed gender roles in the
larger society of the Progressive Era and throughout the century.

Gender and the Machine
Nonetheless, motorized cycle riding at the beginning of the twentieth century was a
masculine realm, an activity imagined to have been reserved for men. To a great extent, the
status of women in motorcycling reflected their marginalization in larger society. For even
though a few women had operated motorcycles in the Greater Borderlands for most of the
hundred year period, they more often rode as passengers behind men, on the tandem seat.
Women motorcyclists were marginalized by non-bikers and by riders. Prejudice against
females as bike operators is surveyed herein both as gender-related and in the context of
discrimination against all riders.2
The idea of machinery as a masculine domain originated in late 1800s society and such
LGHDVLQIOXHQFHGWKHHQWLUHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\'XULQJWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\WKHFXOWRI³7UXH
:RPDQKRRG´KDGGLFWDWHGWKDWZRPHQZHUHWREHIUDLOEHDXWLIXOFUHDWXUHVVWDQGLQJRQD
SURYHUELDO³SHGHVWDO´&RQVHTXHQWO\PRVWPHQDQGPDQ\ZRPHQDWWKHturn of the century
essentially believed that a proper "lady" was aloof from, or incapable of, practicing dangerous,
exciting, or athletic activities.3
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:KLOHZRPHQZHUHH[SHFWHGWREH³SURWHFWHG´IURPGDQJHURXVDFWLYLWLHVPRWRUF\FOLQJ
was considered one of those things they were to be insulated from.4 Thus, when a woman
operating a motorcycle in San Jose, California in 1906 was involved in a mishap in which the
engine set her dress ablaze, such news was sensationalized and disseminated widely.5 Since
these new two-ZKHHOHGFRQWUDSWLRQVFRQVWDQWO\EURNHDSDUWDQGFRXOGVHWDZRPDQ¶VFORWKLQJ
on fire, their riding of the machines was discouraged. Although more and more women rode
from the 1910s through World War II, the masculinization of motorcycles in the public
imaginary was perpetuated in the Greater Borderlands throughout the twentieth century. 6

Some Early Women Motorcyclists
Although many women motorcyclists in the early days remained passengers, a few
women started to operate motorcycles in the United States beginning in the early twentieth
century. By 1910, some men were teaching female acquaintances and family members how to
ride. Male relatives or husbands sometimes gave or lent bikes to their wives or relatives. Other
women managed to save enough money to buy their own.
How many women privately operated, or traveled on, these hard-to-manage machines
on rutted, washed out, and soft trails and roads in those years is unknown. Likewise, the
probably larger numbers of women who rode either behind men, in their sidecars or trailers, or
in fore-carriages are also impossible to determine.7 Sensational activities, rather than ordinary
events, received photographic and media coverage. Thus, we know that Mrs. Harry Humphreys
of England rode a motorcycle from San Francisco to New York City in 1913 on an around-theZRUOGPRWRUF\FOHWULS,Q(IILH+RWFKNLVVWRRNKHUPRWKHURQDULGHLQKHU+DUOH\¶V
sidecar from New York to San Francisco and back again, for nine thousand miles over five
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months. Such journeys were very strenuous, given the state of the non-existent road system and
complete lack of trails in some areas.8 Unusual events sold newspapers and women riding their
own bikes were considered extraordinary.
Della Crewe received press coverage in 1915 when she took a motorcycle vacation
from her home in Waco, Texas to the Northeastern Seaboard. Crewe departed her house with a
PDOHSDVVHQJHUDQGKHUGRJ³7URXEOH´LQ-XQH6KHKHDGHGIRUWKHF\FOHUDFHVLQ'RGJH
City, Kansas. Paved roads in Texas and Oklahoma were still the exception, not the rule.
Northbound, Crewe rode upon pavement only in Oklahoma City. She found it necessary to put
chains on her tire and ride through mud and wheat fields to get there. After leaving her
passenger in Kansas, she then rode with her dog through Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, and
Indiana and through the snow and mud of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. At the
conclusion of this 5,378-PLOHUXQ&UHZHZURWH³,KDGDJORULRXVWULS,DPLQSHUIHFWKHDOWK
and my desire is strRQJHUWKDQHYHUWRNHHSJRLQJ´6KHWKHQVDLOHGDZD\IURPVQRZFRXQWU\
with her motorcycle and her dog to Jacksonville, Florida so that she could ride through
southern states, Cuba, and South America.9
&UHZH¶VXQXVXDOILQDQFLDOLQGHSHQGHQFHLVLPSRUWDQWWR emphasize during those prewar years because American corporations such as Hendee Manufacturing and Goodyear Tire
Company sometimes sponsored women doing activities that had previously been assigned to
the masculine gender. The novelty factor of such events, advertised free of charge in
newspapers and through word of mouth, could promote a product line. It was common for
motorcycle-related companies to sponsor women bikers and capitalize on seemingly
sensational, gender rebel activities in those years. Even so, Crewe was not sponsored by the
Harley-Davidson Motor Company or its dealers and visited the manufacturer during her run
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only out of personal interest and because such visits were a customary contemporary practice. 10
The bike was hers and she received no funding from outside of her family. This female Texan
motorcyclist was unusual since she appears to have been relatively financially independent.
In the early years of motorcycling, however, most motorcycling women typically rode
bikes that were operated by men. Gertrude Snodgrass was the first female passenger on a North
American, cross-FRQWLQHQWDOPRWRUF\FOHULGHLQ6QRGJUDVVURGHLQKHUKXVEDQG/H5R\¶V
Superior sidecar-equipped Henderson through the northern Greater Borderlands. They were
members of the Los Angeles Motorcycle Club. Since dealerships and stores carrying required
supplies were scarce, they arranged to have oil and heavy duty chains shipped ahead to
strategically planned places along the route.11
Departing a Los Angeles beach on May 24, 1913, they visited briefly with members of
their club and then rolled up Cajon Pass and out of the city. It took four days to get to Needles
where they rested for four days waiting for the post office to open, since they had mailed clean
clothes ahead of them. Although Route 66 was built years later over much of their route, in
1913 it did not yet exist and road conditions were poor. Taking a ferry across the Colorado
5LYHUWKH6QRGJUDVV¶VFRQWLQXHGRQZDUGWRPHHWIULHQGVLQ2DWPDQ$UL]RQD$IWHUYLVLting for
DGD\DQGQLJKWWKHVHDFTXDLQWDQFHVOHQWWKH6QRGJUDVV¶VDKRUVHWRKHOSSXOOWKHELNHXSWKH
steep hill east of town.12 *HUWUXGH6QRGJUDVVZURWHLQKHUGLDU\WKDWWKHKRUVH³ZDVWUDLQHGIRU
ODVVRLQJVWHHUVDQG,¶PVXUHKHWKRXJKWRXURXWILWZDVWhe funniest looking steer he ever saw,
E\WKHORRNKHJDYHXVHYHU\WLPHKHWXUQHGDURXQG´13
([RWLFLVPWKHXQNQRZQ³ZLOGHUQHVV´DQG1DWLYH$PHULFDQVDVRWKHUDUHPDMRU
HOHPHQWVWKURXJKRXW6QRGJUDVV¶VGLDU\2QHQLJKWWKH\FDPSHGQHDUDQ,QGLDQVFKRROLn
Valentine, east of Kingman. The next morning, the couple visited with Hualapai or other
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Native American boys and continued towards Seligman. Finding nothing there except for a
railroad station, they travelled on that afternoon and lost their way, having received some bad
directions from three men in a carriage.
The ruggedness of the terrain, the road, the ride, and the vast distances of the
southwestern landscape are often emphasized. The couple took a side trip from Williams to the
south rim of the Grand Canyon, camping at the Grand View Hotel and walking down into the
canyon.14 She wrote that St. Johns, Arizona was sixty-nine miles from the nearest railroad and
that automobile passengers had to get out of their cars and push them through the sand.
AccordiQJO\³:HKDGIXQZDWFKLQJWKHPDOOSXVKDVLWPDGHXVIHHOJRRGWRWKLQNZHZHUH
QRWWKHRQO\RQHVWKDWKDGDEDGWLPHJHWWLQJWKURXJKVDQG´15 After so many days in the natural
landscapes and small towns of the Greater Borderlands, she praised the urban glories of
Albuquerque. Continuing northward to Colorado Springs, they caught, dressed, and ate small
game and crossed several streams where bridges were washed out. The couple then continued
to travel eastward to the Atlantic.16
Meanwhile, Marie Curtis and two women named Hazel and Kathlyn (last names
unknown) were among a few female motorcyclists living in the Greater Borderlands.
Photographic evidence indicates that they lived in the Prescott, Arizona area sometime during
or after 1912 and enjoyed riding and picnicking near the Granite Dells.
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Plate 2. Hazel Kathlyn, and Lewis Turner riding by the Granite Dells near Prescott, Arizona. Photo
courtesy of Sharlot Hall Museum and Archives, Prescott, Arizona.

Plate 3. Marie Curtis and an unidentified rider. Photo courtesy of Sharlot Hall Museum and Archives,
Prescott, Arizona.
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With the possible exceptions of Curtis, Hazel, and Kathlyn of Prescott along with Elsie
Scott and Edith Whitacre of Jerome, Arizona, Snodgrass and Mrs. Harry Humphreys were the
earliest women identified by name known to have ridden in the Greater Borderlands. The latter
two were also the first women to ride on coast-to-coast motorcycle rides.17 The only bikers in
México at the time appear to have been revolutionaries and perhaps some straggling Porfirian
elites, all male.18 The historical record does not provide the names of many early twentiethcentury women motorcycle enthusiasts who, like Snodgrass, may have been passengers.

Technical Improvements, Cultural Changes, and a Border Crossing
The technical improvement of vehicles every few years tended to increase the
PRWRUF\FOH¶VDSSHDOIRUPDQ\ZRPHQDQGPHQZKRKDGQRW\HWRSHUDWHGDELNH$WWKH
beginning of the twentieth century, bikes had inconvenient throttle controls and the ignition
WLPLQJKDGWREHPDQXDOO\DGMXVWHGGXULQJWKHULGHLWVHOI,QDDUWLFOHWLWOHG³:K\1RW
*LYHWKH*LUOVD&KDQFH"´WKHHDVHRIVPRGHOV¶RSHUDWLRQLVFRQWUDVWHGZLWKD
Harley that had no clutch, no magneto, and pedal starting.19
Gender constructs within the world of motorcycling began to change at the beginning
of the twentieth century, as evidenced in performative acts and competitive events. Alice
%UDG\³WKH0LOHD0LQXWH*LUO´JDLQHGPRWRUGURPHULGLng fame in the 1920s, for example.
Motordromes were dangerous, splinter-ridden, banked, wooden tracks built for bike races.
Racing females helped to set precedents for other women who started riding in their everyday
lives. Women such as Brady defied gendered prescriptions and tended to be from the white
middle class.20 Few, if any, women of color rode motorcycles before the 1920s.
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'XULQJDQGDIWHUWKHµVDQHPHUJLQJPRWRUF\FOH³J\SV\LQJ´VXEFXOWXUH
accommodated women who showed up on their own bikes. The HYHQWVZHUHFDOOHG³J\SV\
UXQV´EHFDXVHELNHUVDGDSWHGSUHYLRXVO\SHMRUDWLYHH[SUHVVLRQVWKDWQRQ-riders had applied
VXFKDV³7KH\ORRNOLNHDEXQFKRIJ\SVLHV´ DQGDSSURSULDWHGWKHPHPEUDFLQJDQHZP\WKLF
identity of the bike gypsy. Independent females were usually welcomed. Such respect by male
bikers for female motorcyclists was probably due to the perception that the women were
GHI\LQJFRQYHQWLRQDOEHKDYLRUDQGZHUHEHOLHYHGWRSRVVHVVDULGHU¶VNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOO21
On occasions when independent women bikers were not welcomed, such inhospitality
was invariably due not to any kind of rejection by male bikers. It was instead a result of the
jealousy of their wives and other female companions who may have felt threatened by the
possibilities of sexual competition for the attentions of men.22 Most women who established
themselves in motorcycling subcultures in the 1920s as well as from the 1950s through the
1980s did so through their dating or other intimate relationships with individual male bikers.23
Members of HOG chapters that formed in the late 1980s, who tended to be extremely
loyal Harley-Davidson marquis-oriented enthusiasts, readily welcomed women who showed up
at their runs on any brand of bike (while the same kind of reception for a male riding a nonHarley could hardly be expected). As long as she had enough character to ride, it did not matter
whether it was a Harley. Men accepted women as companions in their interests and accepted
independent female bikers, regardless of their motorcycles.24
Some women rode for reasons that were overtly political. When two sisters, Adeline
and Augusta Van Buren made their cross-continental ride, they were on a mission to prove to
President Wilson that females were capable of serving as dispatch riders in the Great War. The
sisters were probably inspired by news accounts of an all-male, coast-to-coast, military

34

motorcycle run a year prior. Wilson had sent a message to the Panama Pacific Exposition in
San Francisco via dispatch riders in July 1915. The purpose oIWKHPHQ¶VUHOD\UXQKDGEHHQWR
demonstrate the efficacy of motorcycles for wartime communications. One hundred seven
bikes had participated.25 If men could ride from the Atlantic to the Pacific, why should women
not be able to do similar tasks, especially at a time when the public was called to national
readiness preparation for possible entry into the war?
The Van Burens proceeded to prove their point thus becoming the first female operators
to complete successfully a North American, transcontinental run on two solo motorcycles.
Teachers in their early twenties, they approached the management of two firms: Firestone Tire
and Rubber Company and Hendee Manufacturing Company, maker of Indian Moto-Cycles.26
The two companies decided to sponsor them. The Van Buren sisters rode two 61 cubic-inch
Power Plus Indians, some of the fastest, most advanced machines of that time. Their departure
was from a racetrack in Brooklyn on Independence Day, 1916.
The sisters received media attention in every big city they passed through. They rode
ZHVWZDUGRQWKHQHZ/LQFROQ+LJKZD\ZKLFKZDVQRWUHDOO\DKLJKZD\LQWRGD\¶VVHQVHRIWKH
word, sometimes through mud or deep sand.27 When the Van Burens made this non-relay,
cross-continental run, they had no tactical support system²unlike the men a year earlier²so
they mailed necessary clothing and support ahead of them.28 Augusta told a journalist:
Our aim in making this long cross-FRXQWU\UXQZDVWRSRLQWRXW«WKDWZRPHQFDQEHRI
real efficient aid to our nation in case of need, if they will only devote a little of their
WLPHWRZDUGXUJLQJDQGVFKRROLQJIRU1DWLRQDO3UHSDUHGQHVV«DQGDOOJRHVWRSURYH
WKDWZRPDQ³FDQLIVKHZLOO´29
The Van Burens arrived in Los Angeles in September, 1916. Movie stars met them and
Motor Cycle Illustrated praised their stamina and daring, the women having ridden
approximately 5,500 miles.30 The story read:
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Difficult as most of the gentler sex would consider the sport of motorcycling at any
distance even under the most favorable of conditions, the ambitious program which the
Van Buren girls laid out for themselves caused not a little speculation among the most
VHDVRQHGPRWRUYHWHUDQV«:DVKRXWURDGVPRXQWDLQVOLGHVGHVHUWZDVWHVDQGHYHU\
ULGLQJFRQGLWLRQZKLFKFRQVWLWXWHVDQLJKWPDUH«31
The myth of female frailty was discredited as the sisters ended their run by crossing the
ERUGHUWRYLVLW7LMXDQD%DMD&DOLIRUQLD7KH\GUDSHG³7LMXDQD´SHQGDQWVRQWKHIURQWRIWKHLU
bikes and posed one last time for the camera. Apparently, no retinue followed them across the
border; the street in the photograph appeared to be empty.32

Borderlands Women who Challenged and Resisted
The Van Burens were usually complimented in the press and treated respectfully, but
not always. For instance, the Pacific Motorcyclist presented their trip as a challenge to men.
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHPDJD]LQH¶VUHSRUWHU³,I\RXQJJLUOVRIQRUPDOSK\VLTXHFDQPDNHVXFKD
journey without difficulty and without any outside assistance, what possible excuse can any
man have for hesitating over aQ\ULGHKHPD\ZLVKWRWDNHRQKLVPDFKLQH"´33 The writer
DSSDUHQWO\WKRXJKWWKDWPHQZHUHDEOHWRPDWFKRUH[FHHGDQ\WKLQJWKDWWKHVH³JLUOV´KDG
accomplished.
6XFKDQHGLWRULDOYLHZRIWKHZRPHQDV³FKDOOHQJHUV´FDQDOVREHVHHQDVDSOR\E\DQ
industry-related media to prompt more consumer capitalist activity (especially retail
FRQVXPSWLRQ E\PHQ$GHOLQHWROGWKHUHSRUWHUV³:HKRSHWKHER\VZLOOJHWDGGHGFRQILGHQFH
LQWDNLQJORQJWULSVZKHQWKH\UHDOL]HZKDWWZRJLUOVDUHGRLQJ«XQDLGHG´34 The sale of
motorcycle tires and other parts benefited businesses that advertised in these magazines, which
tended to benefit the periodical. Her statement, which was perhaps intended as a challenge,
would serve to goad males into riding more miles and spending more money for parts. The
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tires that they would buy, for example, would more likely be Firestone, since the Van Burens
had successfully run that brand all the way across the continent.
Similar gender-related psychological challenges were issued by the U.S. armed forces a
generation later during the Second World War, using active squadrons of women pilots to
encourage men to fly experimental aircraft that females had already flown. Because of
prevailing notions of gender roles and male mechanical superiority during the first half of the
FHQWXU\WKH³GDUH´IDFWRUZDVWKXVGHOLYHUHGWRPHQLQDPRVWSURIRXQGZD\,QVXFKD
worldview, if women can do these amazing feats, then why should men not be able to perform
at least as competently?35
In a 1915 magazine article, Della Crewe had presented her own autobiographical ride
report that must have had a similar affect on male readers:
,ZDQWHGWR³VHHWKHZRUOG´«7UDLQWUDYHOLV«XQLQWHUHVWLQJDQGLWRQO\KLWVWKHKLJK
places at best. Steamships are little better. They have the faculty of taking you around
all points of interest and finally landing you on some forsaken dockery, to get out of the
mystic maze as best you can. So I gave up the train and boat ideas and decided to run
my own vehicle²to suit myself.
Accordingly I hiked away on June 24 last, after just ten days experience with my
Harley-'DYLGVRQWZLQDQG5RJHUVVLGHFDU«:KHQ,OHIW:DFR7H[IULHQGVVDLG
I would get held up by tramps or kill myself on the motorcycle, but these remarks only
made me more persistent.36
Women motorcyclists also tended to be socially or politically active in their Greater
Borderlands cities or communities and many towns seem to have had at least one female
motorcycle operator as a resident.
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Plate 4: Edith Whitacre. Jerome, Arizona. Photo courtesy of the Jerome Historical Society Archives,
Jerome, Arizona.

Edith Whitacre was one of two Jerome, Arizona motorcycling women and was a co-owner of
the Jerome Sun newspaper during World War I. At the time, Jerome was a major metropolitan
DUHDZLWKDSRSXODWLRQRIWKRXVDQGVDQGPDQ\VXEXUEDQFHQWHUV:KLWDFUH¶VQHZVpaper was
pro-labor at a time when all of the other Jerome papers were anti-labor and were supported by
the United Verde Mine Company that exploited the rich copper and other mineral deposits
EHQHDWKWKHFLW\¶VKLOOV37
The mine and the other newspapers blamed the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW,
the so-FDOOHG³:REEOLHV´ IRUDVWULNHWKDWRFFXUUHGRQ0D\DQGUDLVHGDQDWLRQDOLVWLF
public frenzy in the city, culminating with a vigilante gang rounding up more than a hundred
miners suspected of being IWW members. The state president of the International Union of
Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers (IUMMSW, the dominant accommodationist union) and
other vigilantes loaded sixty-seven of these kidnapped workers onto United Verde cattle cars
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and then illegally shipped them to Kingman. The mining companies controlled the IUMMSW
DQGXVHGWKHLULQIOXHQFHWRIRUFH:KLWDFUH¶VQHZVSDSHURXWRIEXVLQHVV6KHZDVWKHQ
ILJXUDWLYHO\³UDLOURDGHG´RXWRIWRZQ:KLWDFUHOHIWWKHFLW\DQGUHVHWWOHGLQ&DOLIRUQLD,QLWV
FRQWURORIWKHFRQVHUYDWLYHXQLRQPXFKRI-HURPH¶VHFRQRP\DQGPRVWRILWVQHZVSDSHUVWKH
company wielded tremendous local influence both in the mines and in the city itself. She
decided to move away under corporate elite political pressure.38
In The Feminine Mystique, Betty Friedan identified the rebellious aspects of such highSXEOLFLW\HYHQWVDVNH\WRXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRPHRIWKHSDUWLFLSDQWV¶PRWLYHV:ULWLQJLQ
Friedan observed that early twentieth-century feminists were moved by a passion to leave their
KRPHVWRUHEHODQGWRGHYHORSQHZLGHQWLWLHVDQGFUHDWH³QHZWUDLOVIRUZRPHQ´39 Thus, in
1921 Motorcycle and Bicycle Illustrated published an article highlighting women motorcyclists
that its anonymous author had interviewed. It included quotes from Evelyn Greenway, a
Greater Borderlands biker. Greenway said:
It makes me disgusted with my sex when I see so many baby dolls lolling back in great
FOXPV\OLPRXVLQHVGHSHQGHQWDVDWR\SRRGOHRQWKHDELOLW\RIVRPH³PHUHPDQ´WRJHW
them there and back. For myself, I really pity them. Grace and I enjoy our machines.
We both like swimming and fishing and the outdoors generally. We are planning some
GDQG\ZLQWHUWULSV7RDOOUHGEORRGHGJLUOV,¶OOVD\³'RLWZLWKDPRWRUF\FOH´40

Sexism, Gendered Games, and the Motor Maids
Within motorcycling culture, resistance by women and a challenging of conventional
gender roles occurred when females raced their own bikes, particularly in the 1910s and 1920s.
At that time, enthusiasm for motorcycle races transcended gender and class lines and attracted
even university and public school racing teams. Motorcycling events attracted large crowds
from all occupations and gradually became festival events in the years before the stock market
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crash of 1929. Female racing teams did not exist, even though individual women raced for
years. Moreover, large numbers of women attended racing events and enjoyed them as much as
men did.41
Federation of American Motorcyclists (FAM, established 1903) regulations prohibited
women from engaging in FAM competitions. Likewise, the American Motorcyclist
Association (AMA) followed the example of its predecessor organization in prohibiting
women from participating in sanctioned races when it formed in 1924.42 By 1931, however, the
AMA was actively promoting motorcycling for women, expressing an organizational belief
that their presence would tend to keep events from becoming too rowdy.43 The AMA changed
its original position as the U.S. plunged into the Great Depression and began to accept women
bikers.
While more motorcycling opportunities became available to women, the competitive
games played at gypsy runs and events became more sexist after the 1920s and for the
remainder of the century.44 7KH³ZHHQLHELWH´RULJLQDWHGGXULQJWKHHDUly 1920s or possibly the
1910s and is particularly interesting in terms of its gendered evolution. In the early years, it
was played one-up (with the typical contestant being one male on each bike with no
passenger). In such a challenging and difficult game of eye-mouth-hand-foot coordination and
balance, the man would slowly ride his bike past a point where a hotdog was suspended
overhead from a spring. As he rolled by slowly underneath the wiener, he would try to take a
bite out of it without dropping the motorcycle or touching his foot on the ground. According to
reporter C. E. B. Clement of Motorcycle Illustrated in 1921³1RRQHVXFFHHGHGDWWKLV
VWXQW´45 The weenie bite as it was played in the 1920s was a nearly impossible task not only
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because the machine had to be simultaneously balanced with both hands and the body while
craning the neck upwards, but also due to the spring causing the weenie to bounce out of reach.
In later decades, the objective of the game became easier because weenie bite rules at
most events were modified. In the second half of the century, the game began to be played twoup so that the passenger was free from low-speed bike balancing tasks and could concentrate
solely upon biting the hotdog, which was no longer attached to a bouncy spring but tied to a
length of ordinary string. The essential motorcycle operator remained male while the weenie
biter became typically female. As more contestants were able to accomplish the original
objective of the game (to simply bite it), foot long hotdogs began to be widely utilized in order
to determine how much length could be taken. When the wiener became a foot-long, it subtly
became a phallic symbol as spectators had the opportunity to view women performing a task in
which the champion would be the one who could get the most length down her throat during
the fraction of a second available. Thus ironically, what some motorcyclists have in later years
identified as a sexist, male-oriented game had originated generations earlier as an essentially
male participatory game of skill. The efficacy of a traditional sexual act, fellatio, was subtly
reinforced by later generational changes within the rules of a previously gender-neutral bike
contest.46
During the 1990s, some women (and men) in the riding community protested against
the weenie bite and similar games effectively enough to bring changes. Sometimes individuals
responded to such complaints or innuendo by enacting a simple ritualized form of gender
bending. (The usual weenie bite game was played, only with him riding on the back of her
bike.) More often, the organizers responded with a campy form of equal opportunity: the
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DGGLWLRQRID³WDFR-ELWH´JDPHWRWKHDJHQGDDFRQWHVWLQZKLFKshe drove and he rode on the
back while attempting to bite a food item that was loaded to resemble a vagina.
By the end of the century, many runs changed their game schedules in order to become
ZKDWELNHUVWHUPHGD³SROLWLFDOO\FRUUHFW´RU³3&´UDOO\DQGHLWKHUDEVROXWHO\UHIXVHGWRKDYH
the weenie bite or else included the taco bite game as an addition to the weenie bite
competition.47 6XFK³3&´FKDQJHVWHQGHGWRRFFXULQORFDOLWLHVRIWKH*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVWKDW
were well north of the border zone itself in places such as northern California, Flagstaff, and
Albuquerque. Meanwhile, runs within the border zone but north of the international boundary
line continued to include the weenie bite without a taco bite.
South of the border, organized bike games were not played at all. Instead, there were
usually staged drinking competitions and individual (female or male) dance contests as well as
corrido singing events. In the latter two games, the lively audience selected the winners by
respective amounts of applause. In México, displays of riding skill were often spontaneous and
freeform rather than structured as competitions. Sometimes, professional drill teams48 were
part of the show. In the interior of Greater Borderlands states such as Chihuahua and Sonora,
WKH1RUWK$PHULFDQFRQFHSWRI³3&´GLGQRWHYHQHQWHUWKHHTXDWLRQ. Instead, men at the
events, each holding his own bottle of sotol or tequila, saluted each other offering hearty,
VKRXWHGWRDVWVVXFKDV³¡Salud, cabrones!´RU³¡Hijos de la Chingada!´The relative presence,
absence, or qualities of ritualized sexism or unconscious discrimination at organized events,
throughout the century, depended on who the organizers, referees, and participants were as
well as their location in relation to the border itself.49
Although the Great Depression of the 1930s was a time of little motorcycling activity,
women in the north eventually formed their own clubs to ride together. In 1939, Linda Dugeau
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compiled a list of female motorcyclists and, the following year, started the Motor Maids of
America with fifty-one charter members as DSULYDWHFOXE7KH\ZDQWHGWR³FOHDQXSWKHELNHUV¶
LPDJH´WRSURYHWKDWULGHUVFDQEHFOHDQGLVFLSOLQHGDQGEH\RQGUHSURDFK7KH0RWRU0DLGV
was the first women-only motorcycle club in the United States and eventually had members
throughout the Greater Borderlands on the north side of the international boundary. Ivalene
Tenney of Havasu City, Arizona (formerly of southern California) joined the Motor Maids in
1953.50 Tenney described her first encounter with the club:
My first get-together with the Motor Maids was to go from Bellflower, California to go
WR3RPRQDWRDPHHWLQJ$QG,GLGQ¶WNQRZDERXWLW,WKRXJKLWZDVJRLQJWREHµD
6XQGD\DIWHUQRRQULGH¶WRIROORZµWKHJLUOV¶\RXNQRZ6RZHPHWWKHPRXWWKHUHRQWKH
side of the road and we all came together and started through the Carbon Canyon,
ZKLFKLVDFXUY\PRXQWDLQURDG$QG,GLGQ¶WNQRZZKHUH,ZDVJRLQJEHFDXVH,KDGQ¶W
EHHQWR3RPRQDEHIRUHWRDQ\ERG\¶VKRXVHRUDQ\WKLQJ6R,«OHDUQHGUHDOTXLFNLW¶V
easier to keep up than to catch up. So I was just about riding over my head the first time
RXW«$Q\ZD\LWZDVQ¶WVXFKD³6XQGD\GULYH´ZHIRXQGRXW«51
The Motor Maids held mandatory conventions to which they were required to ride their
motorcycles and had a distinctive uniform that they wore and which evolved through time.
Their colors were white and blue.52
&RXQWOHVVZRPHQURGHPRWRUF\FOHVLQWKHODWHVDQGHDUO\µV%\IRU
H[DPSOH³7H[´7DJJDUWKDGEHHQULGLQJIRUPRUHWKDQDTXDUWHURIDFHQWXU\'XULQJ:RUOG
War II, at leaVWRQH:RPHQ¶V0RXQWDLQ&RUSVVHUYHGLQWKHVWDWHVLGHPLOLWDU\DVGLVSDWFK
riders. Women working in wartime defense plants in Phoenix rode bikes, a legacy of the
Depression when people could not afford much gasoline. Marvin Lesley, a citizen of Navajo
Nation, said that his Navajo grandmother rode a Harley-Davidson when she worked at Camp
Navajo army base west of Flagstaff, Arizona during the Second World War.53
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Plate 5. Tex Taggart. Photo from Life magazine, August 11, 1947.

Post-World War II Motorcycling, Peggy Iris Thomas, and Texas Hospitality
When veterans returned from the Second World War, the Motor Maids continued as a
club.54 Much of the post-war riding scene was very male-oriented, however. The most well
known post-World War II motorcycling clubs formed in 1947 and 1948 by men who were war
veterans in the Greater Borderlands were the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club (HAMC), the
Boozefighters, and the Pissed Off Bastards of Berdoo.55
Yet, many such clubs had members who were female. Even the HAMC (1948) included
women as equal club members until the mid 1950s. For instance, Keata Zimmerman was a
Berdoo Chapter member while Leila Sadilek was the Secretary of Frisco Chapter. 56
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Women continued to ride their own bikes in the 1950s. Ivalene Tenney had been riding
her own bike for years before joining the Motor Maids in 1953 and she rode for the remainder
of the century. Riders such as Tenney, Elaine Charvat Pristo, and Janie Peavey continued to
ride around Southern California and the Arizona desert in the late 1940s and 1950s. Pristo was
still on a Harley-Davidson Knucklehead in 2000 while Tenney preferred a blue Goldwing.
Mechanically adept Peavey preferred British bikes and ran the BSA dealership in Mesa,
Arizona beginning in 1950 for over thirty years. She knew her product and her clientele and
treated them as if they were family. BSA Motorcycles went out of business in the 1960s, and
the shop in Mesa was eventually razed to make room for a bridge after closing in January
1991. Peavey was eighty-one when she closed the business.57 After World War II, British-born
Theresa Wallach toured America for two and a half years and 32,000 miles. She worked her
way around the United States, holding eighteen different jobs.
Another young English woman touring the U.S. in 1952, Peggy Iris Thomas, wrote a
travel narrative. Thomas rode westward across Canada, south to San Diego, then across the
Greater Borderlands through Tucson, El Paso, and South Texas before crossing the Río Grande
on her way to Mexico City, taking eighteen months to tour these areas. Like Wallach, Thomas
also worked her way around the continent, taking temporary jobs for a few weeks at a time. 58
7KRPDV¶VULGHZDVD%DQWDPZLWKDWZR-stroke engine. Bantams were manufactured by the
British Small Arms Company (BSA).
Her non-biking friends and relatives back in England had tried to dissuade her from
ULGLQJLQ$PHULFD7KHLUDUJXPHQWVFHQWHUHGRQWKHLGHDRIDODFNRI³FLYLOL]DWLRQ´DQG
betrayed their paranoia of relatively natural environments that were thought to have existed on
WKH$PHULFDQVLGHRI³WKHSRQG´DVZHOODV doubt about her aptitude for performing mechanical

45

repairs. Before arriving in the Greater Borderlands, she had been warned about the potential for
snakes and scorpions crawling into her sleeping bag, daytime heat that would fry her like fresh
meat, and an imagined need for one to stop every mile to re-hydrate.59
+HUDXWRELRJUDSKLFDODFFRXQWGLVSOD\HGDPRWRUF\FOLVW¶VORYHRIQDWXUDOEHDXW\DQG
nature juxtaposed with narratives of encounters with people that she met along the way
including non-ULGHUV¶DSSUehension or aversion toward women bikers and all riders in general,
with other non-riders as either friendly, curious, or sexually predatory.60 Commenting on the
southern Imperial Valley landscape, Thomas wrote:
I looked out across a wide, deep valley, away beyond to range after range of humpedback mountains; mountains which form the natural frontier between the United States
and Mexico. They looked dry and arid and not a bit like the cool, majestic peaks of
Washington. The change in scenery was so excitingWKDW,GLGQ¶WPLVVWKHRFHDQDV
much as I expected.61
She was impressed with large expanses of open land and the length of freight trains in the
*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGV7KHDXWKRUDOVR³ZDQWHGWRVHHVRPHWKLQJRI7H[DVDQGHQMR\PRUHRILWV
wide-open spaceV´62 She sought out and tremendously enjoyed Borderland environments.
Both Tenney and Thomas were women of means, for they possessed control of enough
disposable income to afford a motorcycle and the time and resources necessary to operate it.
Women motorcyclists tended to be from the elite and middle classes. 'HVFULSWLRQVRI7KRPDV¶V
encounters with barefoot vendors and other local people may be problematized as border
culture shock, orientalism, or essentialist perceptions of otherness. Attempts to practice her
Spanish with gas station attendants on both sides of the border distracted them so that gas was
spilled on her tank or her tires would be under-inflated. Thomas rode through New Mexico and
ZDVGLVDSSRLQWHGZLWKWKH³,QGLDQWUDGLQJSRVWV´ZHVWRI(OPaso. The author described
UHVLGHQWVQHDU0RQWHUUH\1XHYR/HyQDV³SLFWXUHVTXH´DQG³TXDLQWSHDVDQWV´DQG
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³FDEDOOHURV´6KHHYHQVORZHGGRZQZKLOHUDFLQJVRPHPDOHHTXHVWULDQVLQRUGHUWR³JHWD
EHWWHUORRNDWP\SXUVXHUV´7KRPDVGHVFULEHGWKHSHRSOHRIthe Greater Borderlands in exotic
tones.63
Thomas met some young, military bikers from the Yuma Air Base who were riding
larger, more powerful machines. One of them rode with her all the way to Gila Bend that night.
After suffering the blasts of sandstorms, they were caught in a summer monsoon thunderstorm
as they rode eastward.64 6HHLQJWKHWRZQ¶VOLJKWVIRUPLOHVEHIRUHDUULYDODQGQRWVHHPLQJWR
GUDZQHDUHU7KRPDVEHFDPHVFDUHG7KHDXWKRUZURWH³,EHJDQWRWKLQNWKH\ZHUHVRPH
frightful mirage, and that I was living a nightmare²the sort of nightmare which is
XQHQGLQJ´65 When they finally reached the edge of Gila Bend and ducked into a gas station,
the attendants welcomed them as if they were close friends. An older cowboy in the café across
the street bought coffee for them. The next morning Thomas rode her little BSA bike to Tucson
while he returned to Yuma.
She thought that no BSA dealer existed between San Diego and El Paso and probably
never knew that Janie Peavey had opened her new shop just a little farther north in Mesa only
two years earlier, in 1950.66 Had she known, Thomas may possibly have made the detour to
Phoenix, for she later wrote:
Now it is almost an unwritten law among motorcyclists who are on a trip, that they
must stop at the dealers in the different cities, who carry their make of machine. So in
(O3DVR,VHDUFKHGIRUWKH%6$GHDOHU«DQGILQDOO\ORFDWHG5D\PRQG5DWKERQH,
found him and his teenage son.67
Rathbone and his wife dined with her before a group of bikes escorted her out to the edge of
town that evening.
Other shops were not as friendly. In Alpine, Texas Thomas had a flat tire. She helped
WKHJDVVWDWLRQDWWHQGDQW³%LOO\%OXH-HDQV´SXOOWKHZKHHORIIEXWKHZRXOGQRWKHOSKHU
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realign it after the tube was replaced. She was not able to line it up herself, and the gas station
closed for the night, so the author slept on the concrete at the gas station. As she started to
VOHHSDPRWRULVWSXOOHGXSORRNLQJIRUIXHOVDZKHUVOHHSLQJDQGVDLGWRKLVSDVVHQJHU³-HH]
look at thDWJX\VOHHSLQJGRZQWKHUHVXUHORRNVURXJK´+LVSDUWQHUDQVZHUHGKLPZLWKD1HZ
<RUNDFFHQW³7KH\VD\WKH\EUHHGµHPWRXJKLQWKHZHVW´$IHZPLQXWHVODWHUVRPH
intoxicated people stopped, searching for gas. One of them saw Thomas and ran back to their
FDUVKRXWLQJ³2QHRIWKHPFD\KRWHV>VLF@IURPWKHKLOOVJRWORRVHLQWRZQ´6KHRWKHUZLVH
encountered hospitality the rest of the way through Texas.68

7KRPDV¶V%RUGHU&URVVLQJDQG*HQGHU5HJUHVVLRQ
While crossing the border at Laredo into México, the author tried to imagine how
incredible the image of a woman riding a motorcycle would appear to Mexican people.
Halfway across the international bridge, her dog jumped off the bike to chase a cat back into
the United States. When she turned around and retrieved him, the U.S. officials looked at her
cross-eyed. The author finally made it to the Mexican side and then had to wait in a room with
other tourists for over a half hour, sitting on hard, wooden benches. She haggled with an
official over a twenty peso-bill that she had inadvertently left inside her passport. Of course, he
had thought that she was presenting it as a tip. After winning the money back, they charged her
the same amount for importing a dog into México.69
Mexican porters and other people at the aduana station openly laughed at Thomas and
appear to have been rude. The locals gathered around her again as she was ready to leave.
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHDXWKRU³,ORRNHGEDFNWRVHHDEXQFKRIK\VWHULFDOSRUWHUVGDQFLQJ
URXQG«ZLWKDPL[WXUHRIGLVEHOLHIDQGPLUWKDQGSRLQWLQJILQJHUVDWRXUUHWUHDWLQJILJXUHV´
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They made a commotion as Thomas rode away through the streets of Nuevo Laredo.70 Like
Mr. and Mrs. Snodgrass years before, Thomas had some of her luggage and all of her mail
forwarded to several large cities she expected to pass through. Like some other women bikers
of the first half of the century, the author was of a higher socio-economic class and was, by her
own admission, not accustomed to physical work.
Thomas started out as a novice rider, admitting to a complete lack of mechanical
experience, and learning to secure the load to her bike in a trial-by-error fashion.71 She wrote,
³,KDGFKRVHQ>WKHELNH@IRUFRORUEHFDXVHKHUSDLQWMREKDSSHQHGWRJRQLFHO\ZLWKP\
FRUGXUR\MDFNHW´72 Despite such initial lack of experience, the author became an adept
enthusiast as she accumulated miles and performed major engine maintenance. Together with
another female motorcyclist that she met, Thomas learned to rebuild her engine, utilizing an
introductory book on motorcycles borrowed from a library. The author hoped to encourage
other women to become mechanically adept as she wrote:
With any of the repairs I have since attempted I have run into endless difficulties
because I am certainly not mechanically minded, but I do think half the fun of owning a
machine is to mess around with it, and try to do your own repairs. There is one thing
girls should remember though, if they want to buy and service their own motorcycles;
their lily-white hands and moon-shaped nails will be things of the past.73
Many women quit riding their own motorcycles after World War II. Most female
motorcyclists began to ride on the buddy seat behind their boyfriends, husbands, or other men.
The fact that more women rode as passengers after the war ended compared to earlier periods
when they operated their own bikes is supported by pictorial evidence, interviews with senior
riders, and changes in the Harley-'DYLGVRQ0RWRU&RPSDQ\¶VDGYHUWLVHPHQWVWKDWGHSLFWKHU
riding alongside of him in 194EXWEHKLQGKLPRQKLV³EXGG\VHDW´LQWKHV6RIHZ
women rode their own in 1952 that people in cars slowed down to take pictures of British
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tourist Peggy Iris Thomas. During all of that time, she met only one other woman who rode her
own bike.74
Perhaps the greatest obstacle to the existence of many women motorcycle operators in
WKHVµVDQGµVKDVEHHQWKHVRFLDOUHFRQVWUXFWLRQRISRVW-war gender roles in
accordance with older modes of domesticity. Young girls were continually dissuaded from
experimentation with roles and lifestyles while boys were encouraged to be brave and
ingenious in life. Sociologist Helena Znaniecki Lopata writes that women were more
susceptible to societal criticism compared to men.75
Non-riders opposed their family members who wanted to ride. A female biker and
author named Gail DeMarco claimed that her family failed to understand her passion for
riding. Tanya Zimberoff, a bookkeeper who wanted to ride since childhood but was deterred by
her parents, had to leave her family. Genevieve Schmitt, a television show producer, said that
when she started to ride, her mother glared at her and her father, an IBM employee, simply
shook his head. When Pro Stock racer Angelle Seeling was a little girl, her mother worried
about her EHFRPLQJD³WRPER\´VRVKHVWDUWHGSXWWLQJ$QJHOOHLQEHDXW\FRQWHVWV6XFKHYHQWV
VDWLVILHGWKHJLUO¶VQHHGWRFRPSHWHIRUDZKLOHXQWLOVKHEHFDPHDQDGXOW9LFN\6DUDFLQRD
law clerk in Southern California, liked Harleys since age thirteen and eventually learned to ride
KHUILUVWKXVEDQG¶V3DQKHDG6KHSRVHGDUKHWRULFDOTXHVWLRQDVNLQJ³,¶PWLUHGRISHRSOH
VD\LQJµ:K\GR\RXGRLW",W¶VVXFKDGDQJHURXVWKLQJ¶'R\RXDVNDVN\GLYHURUDSROLFHPDQ
ZK\WKH\GRZKDWWKH\GR"«´76
Few women operaWHGPRWRUF\FOHVGXULQJWKHVDQGµV77 According to Char
Zack, Road Captain of Raw Thunder in southern and central Arizona:
,VWDUWHGULGLQJLQ7KDW¶VZKHQ,VWDUWHGDQG,GLGQ¶WHQFRXQWHUDVLQJOHZRPDQ,
GLGQ¶WHYHQNQRZWKDWSHRSOHURGHLQSDFNVWRJHWKHU,MXVWGLGQ¶WUHDOL]HWKDW\HW7KH
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person who really turned me on to riding that way was Lonnie Newman. You know
/RQQLHGRQ¶W\RX"7KHEORQGHWKH6KRYHOKHDGLQ-HURPH"$QGWKDWZRXOGKDYHEHHQ
DERXW«VL[RUVHYHQ\HDUVDJR6RWKDWZRXOG KDYHEHHQDERXW¶ZKHQ,HYHQPHW
DQRWKHUZRPDQZKRURGHDPRWRUF\FOH$QG,¶YHOLYHGLQWKLVYDOOH\IRUDERXWILIWHHQWR
eighteen years.78

5HVSRQVH2QH2O¶/DGLHV6KHHSDQG&KLFNV
Eventually, women motorcyclists liberated themselves from mid-century gender role
constructs. Although women broke out of their repressive molds in a variety of ways from the
1950s through the 1970s, I have observed two essential patterns emerging from available
sources in relation to mobility and motorcycles. Both responses are related to degrees of
women breaking out of domestic bondage and riding.
According to my typology, the first type of escapist response can be characterized as
the essential woman escaping with the help of an outside male accomplice. In the 1960s and
1970s, women straddled the back seat of a bike, embraced the male bodies sitting in front, and
rode away with them. They experienced various forms of companionship and a sense of
freedom from conventional society.79
Paradoxically, after a woman saddled up onto the back seat she soon discovered that the
ideal of extreme freedom could be complicated by the reality of structural classifications within
riding culture, especially if her new biker boyfriend was a member of a patch-holding club.
'DQLHO:ROI¶VThe Rebels: A Brotherhood of Outlaw Bikers is an ethnography about the life of
so-FDOOHG³RXWODZ´PRWRUF\FOHELNHUVLQWKHVWKRVH³EDG´ULGHUVZKRKDGEHHQ
VWHUHRW\SHGE\WKH$0$DVWKHVXSSRVHGO\VWDWLVWLFDO³RQH-SHUFHQW´RIDOOPRWRUF\FOLVWV+H
concludes that these male-oriented motorcycle clubs established borders between themselves
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and the host society in order to establish solid individual, group, and institutional identities
separate from the rest of the world.
The core reason why a female ran away with a male biker was to transcend ordinary,
mundane life and experience the power, sensuality, and excitement of motorcycling. Wolf's
Rebels MC Chapter was somewhat representative of all one-percent clubs of that time and their
lifestyle and many women ran with them on a temporary basis. However, individual male
PHPEHUV¶SULPDU\DOOHJLDQFHZDVH[SHFWHGWREHWKDWSDLGWRWKHFOXELWVHOI7KHFOXEFDPH
first, followed by family, jobs, or girlfriends.80
Wolf offers a structuralist model to identify three essential social categories of women
DVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHFOXEWKDWKHVWXGLHG³EURDGV´³RO¶ODGLHV´DQG³PDPDV´,QP\RZQ
research, I found that patterns resembling these three categories (under slightly different
names) originated with West Coast biker subculture in the 1950s when male motorcyclists
ZHUHUHOXFWDQWWRFRPPLWWKHPVHOYHVWRRQHZRPDQ:ROI¶VFDWHJRU\³EURDGV´DOVRFDOOHG
³FKLFNV´LQWKHZHVWHUQ8QLWHG6WDWHVUHVHPEOHGWKHQRQ-community, temporarily available,
transitory women who were typically encountered in a bar and who partied and stayed for a
one-QLJKWVWDQGZLWKXVXDOO\RQHEXWVRPHWLPHVPRUHWKDQRQHPDOHFOXEPHPEHU³&KLFNV´
were usually²but not always²\RXQJVLQJOHZRPHQ7KH\WRRN:ROI¶VFOLFKpG³ZDONRQWKH
ZLOGVLGH´7Key were here tonight and gone back to their regular lives tomorrow.81 There was
nothing unusual about them (usually).
7KHWHUP³RO¶ODG\´UHIHUUHGWRWKRVHZRPHQPDUULHGRURWKHUZLVHZKRZHUH
monogamous in an interpersonal relationship with a male biker. 7KHRO¶ODG\VWDWXVGLUHFWO\
corresponded to the institution of marriage in non-riding society, regardless of the presence or
absence of any legal marriage license. As in the rest of society, the mutually sexually exclusive
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social arrangement had its roots in ancient societies and was pretty much universal in the
ZRUOG¶VKXPDQFXOWXUHV7KHRQO\GLIIHUHQFHLQELNHUFXOWXUHDSSHDUVWREHWKDWWKH
PRWRUF\FOH¶VPDLQWHQDQFHZDVW\SLFDOO\SULRULWL]HGKLJKHUWKDQRWKHUDVSHFWVRIWKH
relationship. Additionally, some clubs (like a few employers in non-riding society) demanded
ILUVWOR\DOW\HYHQDERYHIDPLO\,QVXFKFDVHVRO¶ODGLHVDFFHSWHGWKHIDFWWKDWWKHFOXEZDVWKH
PRVWLPSRUWDQWWKLQJLQWKHLURO¶PHQ¶VOLYHV
&ROOHFWLYHO\WKHRO¶ODGLHVZHUHWKHPRVWSRwerful force in male-oriented motorcycle
clubs and could readily manipulate men who were members.82 0DULO\QDELNHU¶VRO¶ODG\LQWKH
1980s said:
>7@KHZRPHQ,NQRZZKROLYHZLWKELNHUVKDYHDJUHDWGHDORISRZHULW¶VMXVWWKDWWKH
PHQGRQ¶WNQRZLW7KLngs like hints and sexual demands and playing on their egos,
WKH\DOOZRUNDVORQJDV\RXGRQ¶WPDNHLWREYLRXVWKDW\RX¶UHWHOOLQJWKHPZKDWWR
do.83
2O¶ODGLHVKHOGWKHUHDOSRZHUZLWKLQWKHFOXE7KH\SUREDEO\SRVVHVVHGVXFKFRQWURORYHUWKHLU
men since the beginning of motorcycling. In fact, some men quit riding because of wives or
other women.84 In addition, when a new member prospected (became a probate member) for a
FOXEWKDWPHPEHU¶VZLIHRUVLJQLILFDQWRWKHUFRXOGDOVREHVDLGWRKDYHSURVSHFWHGthrough a
FDVXDOLQWHUURJDWLRQFRQGXFWHGE\WKHRO¶ODGLHV85 In contrast to the already-mentioned chicks
DQGWKHPDPDV GHVFULEHGEHORZ ZKRKDGOLWWOHVWDWXVWKHRO¶ODGLHVKDGPRUHVWDWXVWKDQDOO
other females but less than some men. They closely resembled the married women of larger
society; they were attached to one man only and enjoyed some privilege.
5HJDUGOHVVRIZKRKHOGWKHUHDOSRZHULQDPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOHFOXELWZDVVWLOODQ
H[DJJHUDWHGVWUDWLILHG³PDQ¶VZRUOG´LQZKLFKDZLGHGHJUHHRIGLIIerence between gender
roles, and significant inequity between women and men existed, with few individual
exceptions. As with women, the status of male bikers in most clubs, also, was well defined and
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hierarchical. The rules and norms for men regarding otheUPHQ¶VVLJQLILFDQWRWKHUVGHSHQGHG
on the status of the other man. Respect was rendered to couples in which the men were
members of motorcycle clubs and to certain other men who rode. Independent male
motorcyclists tended to respect each other and the clubs. However, the wives and female
companions of non-riding men were often considered fair game. Here nearly all mores, norms,
and individual roles were both ascribed by gender and achieved via activity, club or other
status, and attitude.86
The last of WolI¶VWKUHHHVVHQWLDOFDWHJRULHVRIZRPHQ³PDPDV´ DOVRNQRZQDV
³VKHHS´DPRQJ*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVFOXEULGHUV ZDVDQLQWHJUDOSDUWRIVRPH EXWQRWDOO $OWD
California one-percent clubs as well as some post-1980s Greater Borderlands clubs in México.
In FRQWUDVW³VKHHS´GLGQRWH[LVWLQWKH86LQWHULRU*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVPRWRUF\FOLQJZRUOG
away from the ocean. (The applicability of critical race theory will be discussed in Chapter
Two.)
,QFRDVWDODQG0H[LFDQFOXEV³VKHHS´ZDVDVWDWXVDSSOLFDEOHWo women who were not
DWWDFKHGWRDQ\RQHLQGLYLGXDOPDOHELNHU+RZHYHUWKH\ZHUHQRWPHUHO\WUDQVLWRU\³FKLFNV´
DQGHQMR\HGVRPHEHQHILWVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHLUVWDWXV³%LNHJURXSLH´RU³ELNH-RSKLOH´ZRXOG
be an oversimplified, inadequate, and inept descULSWLRQRIWKHVKHHS¶VUROHLQWKHPRWRUF\FOH
FOXE$OO PDOH PHPEHUVRIFOXEVWKDWKDG³VKHHS´DPRQJWKHPZHUHDEVROXWHO\REOLJDWHGWR
SURWHFWWKHVHZRPHQIURPDQ\RXWVLGHWKUHDWVDQGWRLQFOXGHWKHPLQWKHFOXE¶VVRFLDO
activities. The sheep voluntarily made themselves available to all club members, sometimes
sexually. Sheep lived such lives because they wanted to be part of the biker scene yet could
not, or would not, form a monogamous relationship with one, individual club member.87 Such
status was explained to me on one occasion approximately a hundred miles south of the border
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zone, at a rustic posada that was hosted by the main one-percent club of that region of northern
México. An attractive woman²ZKR:ROIZRXOGKDYHFODVVLILHGDV³PDPD´RU³VKHHS´²told
PH LQ(QJOLVK ³,JHWWRULGHZLWKZKRPHYHU,ZDQW´2QHRIKHUPDOHELNHUIULHQGVWKHQ
DWWHPSWHGWRFODULI\KHUVWDWHPHQW+HVDLG³6KHJHWVWRULGHZKRHYHUVKHZDQWV´6KHWKHQ
ODXJKHGDQGWROGPH³<HV,JHWWRULGHZKRHYHU,ZDQW´7KHVWDWXVRf sheep / mama conveyed
some level of individual autonomy.

Response Two: Gender Rebellion, Sisters, and Knucklehead Fred
Even so, not all women wanted to ride with a man on his bike. The extraordinary love
of personal freedom and individuality by women who obtained their own machines
characterized the second motorcycle-related response to mundane life. The independent
woman motorcycle operator phenomenon began to reemerge significantly during the
countercultural revolution of the late 1960s and was symbolized by a famous Janis Joplin
record album cover in which she sat on the front seat of a motorcycle that appears to have been
hers.88
In his brief, three-\HDUSHULRGDVDSDUWLFLSDQWREVHUYHU³ELNHU´:ROIGLGQRWVSHQG
much time with women who were more independent or diverse than the three female gender
role cultural constructs that he describes. He mentions independent female motorcycle
operators briefly, only from a distance, and as being essentially outside of male-oriented biker
culture.89 They were not really separated, however. Before, during, and after his time in the
field, unusual women were, through their own mechanical or other personal abilities and
actions, breaking through gender barriers and achieving special status that approximated that of
males, both within and outside of clubs or other groups, male-oriented and otherwise. The

55

Rattlers, a club in Los Angeles and San Francisco that rode with the HAMC, had both male
and female members. As already mentioned, the HAMC itself started out as a club with some
female members in Southern California.
Even after the protocol for membership in that club became gender restrictive in the
VZRPHQZKRZHUHVRFLDOO\FRQVLGHUHG³PDVFXOLQH´RUZKRSRVVHVVHGFHUWDLQSHUVRQDOLW\
traits, character, or skills could still ride and participate equitably with the club as its guests. 90
According to Lisa Garber:
Demonized and reviled for decades, these men, many of whom had Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder from their war service, have carried the feelings about our collective
hubris and acted out elements of this national shadow. They have borne the burden of
the American collective disassociation from its anima.
Women who ride were born in this same shadow, at the crossroads. It is the projection
these men have carried namely, the anima of the patriarchal order; but women who ride
are a new generation.91
Independent women continually rode their own bikes with the HAMC through the end of the
century.92
Women were building choppers in 1974 and probably even earlier. For example,
³.QXFNOHKHDG)UHG´DZRPDQELNHUZKROLYHGLQ3KRHQL[ZDVDOVRDQH[SHUWPHFKDQLF
who built her own motorcycles and whose attitudes, actions, and apartment furnishings
resembled those of her brothers in the Dirty Dozen MC. Ownership of a Harley-Davidson
Knucklehead engine (1936-1952) required the expert performance of constant maintenance and
ELNHUV¶QLFNQDPHVVRPHWLPHVUHIOHFWHGWKHSDUWLFXODUPRGHOVRIHQJLQHVWKDWWKH\RZQHGDQG
ran. Individuals possessing mechanical know-how, likewise, were typically deemed worthy of
respect and honor in riding culture. Thus, members of the Dirty Dozen MC, who were
exclusively men, had the utmost respect for Knucklehead Fred.93 Any woman who rode and
maintained her own bike at that time was thought to KDYHSRVVHVVHG³FODVV´ 6HHWKH
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Glossary.) $PDOHELNHUQDPHG³)ODW%ODFN´HYHQWXDOO\EHFDPH.QXFNOHKHDG)UHG¶V
significant other. Exceptional women could gender bend within biker culture and not only get
away with it, but be accepted for who they were. These women did not ride in a vacuum; they
were integral members of the motorcycling community and of a unique multigenerational
culture.94
Moreover, similar interactions between female organizational bikers and male-oriented
club riders were occurring as early as the 1950s, and probably earlier than that. Alice
Wamsley, Director of the Southern California Motor Maids was also a member of the Norwalk
Centaurs Motorcycle Club, sponsors of the Annual Yuma Prison Run. Betty J. Thomas,
another Southern Californian Motor Maid had a husband who was also a Centaur. Another
Motor Maid in Arizona, Ivalene Tenney was a member of the Gold Wing Road Riders
Association.95 5DZ7KXQGHUZDVDZRPHQ¶VDOWHUQDWLYHULGLQJDVVRFLDWLRQIRUPHGLQFHQWUDO
Arizona in the late 1990s. An article in their formative documents strongly recommended that
its members should also join A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education (ABATE), a
motorcyclist rights organization (MRO). Political and socio-cultural solidarity increased
especially from the 1960s through the 1980s.96
Fierce camaraderie and loyalty to each other was the norm. Whitedog, Security for the
all-ZRPHQ6LUHQV0&PHQWLRQHGWKHSXEOLF¶VODFNRIXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIELNHUFXOWXUH6KHVDLG
3HRSOHGRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGWKDW7KH\GRQ¶WJHWWKDWLW comes from here [the heart]. They
GRQ¶WJHWWKDW,ZRXOGJLYHP\OLIHIRU\RXPDQDQG,¶PGHDGVHULRXV,¶PQRWMXVW
NLGGLQJ6RPHRIWKHSHRSOH,NQRZ,ZRXOGJLYHP\OLIHIRU,ZHQWWRMDLOIRU«,
knew that they would [do the same] if the shit came GRZQ«$QGLW¶VUHDOO\PXFK
GHHSHUWKDQPRWRUF\FOHVPDQ7KH\XVHGWRFDOOLW³EHLQJJRRG´,I\RX¶UH³JRRG´
\RX¶UHJRLQJWRPDNHLWPDQ2WKHUZLVH\RX¶UHJRLQJWRJHW\RXUIULFNLQ¶DVVNLFNHG
PDQ<RX¶UHHLWKHUWKHUHRU\RX¶UHQRW7KHUH¶VQRLQ-between. You can act like you
are; you can pretend like you are; you can look like you are. But when the shit really
comes downZKHUHLV\RXUVRXODQG\RXUKHDUW",OLNHWKDW$QG,FDQ¶WOLYHDQ\RWKHU
way.97
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Personal dedication to the biker community was a total, unconditional bond, similar to the
commitment that some people had to their god, their country, or their family. The motorcycling
community was tight-NQLWLQWKHVDQGµVDQGUHPDLQHGVRIRUWKHUHVWRIWKHFHQWXU\98
2IWHQRQH¶VFRPPLWPHQWto all other bikers manifested in material ways. Char Zack
related a narrative similar to countless others, about how strangers on motorcycles helped each
other, as if they were family members:
I decided to go through L.A. a different way, because I had some other plans. And it
was very late on a Sunday night and I was in a really nasty, nasty place. And I busted
my main tappet bearing and I had to shut down. And even the police were telling me to
JHWWKHKHOORXWRIWKHUH:HOO,FRXOGQ¶W«VWDUWLWXS$QG LWZDVUHDOO\VWXSLG,GLGQ¶W
KDYHDFUHGLWFDUGRQPH1RWKLQJ,GRQ¶WNQRZZK\«,GLGQ¶WKDYHVKLWRQPH,KDG
maybe twenty bucks left. A motorcycle, a Harley motorcycle brother got me a U-Haul
truck on his credit card for like six hundred dollars, okay. And a bunch of guys loaded
P\+DUOH\LQWKHWUXFNDQGJRWP\ELNHKRPH$QGWKDW¶VEURWKHUKRRG7KDWJX\GLGQ¶W
know me from Jack Shit.99
³*RRG6DPDULWDQ´LQFLGHQWVRFFDVLRQDOO\KDSSHQHGWRSHRSOHLQFDUVEXWZHUHREOLJDWRU\DQG
inevitable on a bike6XFKPRUHVDQGQRUPVZHUHNQRZQDV³WKH5XOHVRIWKH5RDG´DQG
existed in the biker community for over a hundred years.
+HUH=DFN¶VWHUP³EURWKHUKRRG´ZDVQRQ-gendered; it included the concept of
³VLVWHUKRRG´+HUXVDJHLQRWKHUFRQWH[WVRIWKHZRUG³VLVWHU´RU³VLVWHUKRRG´UHODWHGPRUH
VSHFLILFDOO\WR5DZ7KXQGHUWKHZRPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOHDVVRFLDWLRQWKDWVKHKHOSHGWRIRUPLQ
the late 1990s. All bikers, whether male or female, were considered brothers and sisters.100
Women who lived and operated in more than one club were well respected in the riding
FRPPXQLW\,QWKHODWHVDQGHDUO\µV6KHUUL&DUU:RPHQLQWKH:LQG :,7: 
&RRUGLQDWRUIRU1RUWKHUQ$UL]RQDZDVVLPXOWDQHRXVO\DQ$%$7(RIILFHUDVZHOODVWKHRO¶
lady of a member of a male-oriented club. As an organizer, she was thus able to gain a large
amount of participation during open events such as the Verde Valley Toy Run.101 Self-esteem
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in terms of manhood, womanhood, or gender rebellion was ritually reinforced for some
individuals, depending uSRQWKHSHUVRQ¶VDFKLHYHGVWDWXV

Women¶V2UJDQL]DWLRQVDQG/HWKDOGender Constructs
After Harley-Davidson released its low-maintenance, electronic ignition Evolution
engine in 1984, more men and women began to buy Harleys. In 1985, only two percent of the
new customers buying a Harley were female. By 1991, that figure increased to five percent and
by 1996 to nine percent, an overall change of 350 percent. By 1997, thirteen percent of all
Harley riders were women and six percent of new Harleys sold were to women. Bigger bikes
became more physiologically accessible for a wider range of people, regardless of inseam
length. For example, in the late 1990s, the Fat Boy had a low seat height and was a perfect
choice for women or men with short legs.102
Street-riding women became more organized in the final three decades of the century
and many of them had chapters in the Greater Borderlands. Becky Brown founded WITW in
1979. The association grew into forty chapters and a total membership of approximately 750
over the following two decades. Two WITW chapters existed in Arizona briefly in the late
VDQGHDUO\µVXQGHUWKHOHDGHUVKLSRI$%$7(DFWLYLVWVOLNH6KHUUL&DUURI&RWWRQZRRG
Another WITW chapter in Palm Springs was still active at the end of the century. Several other
ZRPHQ¶VFOXEVDQGDVVRFLDWLRQVIRUPHGLQWKHODWHVDQGHDUO\µVLQFOXGLQJ/HDWKHUDQG
Lace (Phoenix, coastal California, and some Texas towns) and Dykes on Bikes (San Francisco
and Los Angeles). Lynell Corbett and Linda Campbell, wife of US Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, started the Hardly Angels Motorized Dance Troupe in 1994. The troupe consisted
primarily of women from the Four Corners area. The Sirens MC of New Mexico was a patch-
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KROGLQJH[FOXVLYHO\ZRPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOHFOXEWKDW was AMA-sanctioned. Maria Bautista
founded the club in 1988 after riding in San Francisco with a patch-holding club called Leather
DQG%OXHV6KHVHUYHGDV6LUHQV0&3UHVLGHQWDQG³.HHSHURIDOO.QRZOHGJHRI6LUHQV´103
A closer look at only one area, Southern Arizona, may be indicative of the status of
ZRPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOLQJRUJDQL]DWLRQVLQWKH*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVGXULQJWKHV7KHUHZHUH
three active, exclusively female groups: the Desert Hearts, Women on Wheels (WOW), and
Raw Thunder. Deb Latardo starWHGWKH'HVHUW+HDUWV³DPRWRUF\FOHFOXEIRUZRPHQ´LQ
Judy Kochel of Sun City, a member of the Board of Trustees of WOW, had been riding since
1973. WOW chapters were strong in Glendale and Scottsdale under the leadership of Rose
Whitney and Dianne Ables. The founder of Raw Thunder, Char Zack started riding when a
friend gave her a Honda 125. She gradually worked her way up to a 350, then a 500 before
getting her 1991 Springer Softail. The first coordinator for Raw Thunder was Pat Bunevich
who rode D+DUOH\)DW%R\5DZ7KXQGHU¶V³)DW%R\V%LVEHH5XQ´DQRYHUQLJKWHUDW
Tombstone, Arizona, was named after her bike.104
Women became more aware of a perceived public opposition to them as bikers in the
ODWHVDQGHDUO\µV$VHDUO\DVWKHVEXW especially in the early 1970s, car and truck
operators running bikes off the road and causing rider injury or death was problematic. In a
1966 Mademoiselle PDJD]LQHDUWLFOH-RKQ+3RUWHUZDUQHG\RXQJZRPHQRIWKH³XQQDWXUDO
DQGGHSORUDEOHIDFWWKDW«VRPHPRWRULVWV«DUHDFWXDOO\RXWWRJHW\RX7KH\ZLOOSOD\FKLFNHQ
ZLWK\RXRUDFWXDOO\WU\WRUXQ\RXRIIWKHURDGDQGLWLVQ¶WEHFDXVHWKH\GRQ¶WVHH\RX´105
Writing in 1971, Robert Hughes informed readers of Time PDJD]LQHWKDW³RQDQ\ORQJ
WULS«WKHELNHr stands to encounter at least one car-swaddled Milquetoast with blood in his eye
ZKRVHKRSHLVWRUXQKLPRIIWKHURDG´106 Ray Gwyn Smith of Santa Cruz, California wrote an
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DUWLFOHDWWHVWLQJWKHH[LVWHQFHRIVXFKXQSURYRNHGURDGUDJHLQWLWOHG³7KH*Rddess Rides
D+DUOH\´6PLWKLQWHUYLHZHGVHYHUDOLQGHSHQGHQWZRPHQPRWRUF\FOLVWVLQ6DQWD&UX]&RXQW\
and found that they had been subject to various responses from non-riding males. Some of
these responses had been negative, ranging from verbal protests to aggravated vehicular assault
(physically forcing women bikers off of roads).107
In a separate interview, Dorothy McKnight recalled one such incident:
:HZHUHFRPLQJEDFNIURPWKHUDFHV«:HZHUHDOOULGLQJLQOLQHWU\LQJWRULGHZLWK
the traffic and come across and start up that hill. And the oncoming ramp, the guy tried
to run us off the road, and I mean literally. We were shaken. We were definitely
shaking in our boots when we realized how close we had been, being run down. And I
GRQ¶WUHPHPEHUKRZZHavoided it, but I do remember that we had to make way. Even
though we had the right-of-ZD\ZHKDGWRPDNHZD\«$QGZHZHUHULGLQJOLNHZH
ZHUHVXSSRVHGWREHULGLQJ1RLW¶VDVFDU\IHHOLQJ%XW\RXNQRZWKDWWKLQJZLWKIRXU
wheels can run you off, possLEO\NLOO\RXVLPSO\EHFDXVH\RX¶UHRQWZRZKHHOV$QG
no reason for it.108
Had it not been for their attentive and quickly evasive maneuvers, these riders could have been
injured or killed.
Such seemingly senseless violence did not end in the 1980s. One of countless
undocumented but similar close-call incidents occurred at the end of the century and was
described by Delores Whitedog:
I pulled that guy over on Central, because he tried to kill me on my motorcycle. He
tried to run me off the road. So, I tolGKLP³.LVVP\DVV´$QGKHWROGPH³.LVVP\
DVV´$QGLWZDVXSDQGGRZQWKHURDG$QGOLNHVRILQH,WHOOKLPWRSXOORYHU7KDW¶V
LW³3XOORYHUPDQ´+HSXOOHGRYHUDQGWKHQKHUHDOL]HG,ZDVDZRPDQ$QGKH
DSRORJL]HGWRPH$QG,WROGKLP³,¶Pold enough to be your mother, you fucking
SXQN´$QG,VDLG³<RXZDQWWRNLOOPHRUZKDW"´,VDLG³*RDKHDGDQGGRLWQRZ´
And he apologized and said that he would never do that to anybody again.109
Regular citizens were not the only people interacting negatively with riders;
governmental entities also scrutinized and attempted to regulate bikers.110 The National
Highway Safety Act of 1966, followed by the Federal Highway Funds Aid Act of 1968
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³EODFNPDLOHG´ WRERUURZDZRUGIURPFRQWHPSRUDU\ELNHUWHUPLQROogy) forty-nine states into
passing mandatory helmet laws by threatening to withhold ten percent of their federal highway
funds. Riders viewed the Department of Transportation (DOT) crossover requirement as a form
of discrimination. Helmets had a reputation within the community as being unsafe, as they
WHQGHGWRGLPLQLVKDQRSHUDWRU¶VKHDULQJDQGVLJKWFDSDELOLWLHVRQWKHURDG111 Simultaneously,
police forces in the Greater Borderlands started to actively scrutinize the extended forks,
handlebar heights, and other artistic elements of choppers, ostensibly for safety reasons.112

:RPHQDV/HDGHUVLQWKH%LNHUV¶5LJKWV0RYHPHQW
As a result, an informal grassroots coalition led by the patch-holding clubs staged
helmet protests at the California State Capitol in the late 1960s. Because of such opposition,
California was the only state in the United States that did not bow to such federal pressure. The
movement continued and began to be led by motorcyclist rights organizations (MROs)
beginning with the MMA in 1971 and ABATE a year later. The acronym ABATE, which
RULJLQDOO\PHDQW³$%URWKHUKRRG$JDLQVW7RWDOLWDULDQ(QDFWPHQWV´ZDVWKHEUDLQFKLOGRID
female secretarial employee at Easyriders PDJD]LQH8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHZRPDQ¶VQDPHKDV
been lost. At first, the magazine itself ran ABATE as a national MRO but started granting state
charters in 1974, eventually surrendering all control of the acronym (and how its letters are
interpreted) to autonomous regional and local groups of activists.113
The ABATE movement quickly expanded into every Greater Borderlands state north of
the border. ABATE bikers were highly motivated, well organized, and extremely effective.
Many motorcyclists in the U.S. under the age of thirty were card-carrying members of either
ABATE or an equivalent MRO. When state helmet laws induced by the federal crossover
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requirement failed to reduce numbers of motorcycle accidents, injuries, and deaths as the safety
DQGPHGLFDOHVWDEOLVKPHQW¶VOREE\LVWVDQGH[SHUWVKDGFODLPHGWKH$%$7(ULGHUVDQGRWKHU
organized riders wrote letters and staged demonstrations. They influenced congressional
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVWRLQVHUWDSURYLVLRQRUD³%ODFNPDLO5HSHDO%LOO´DVELNHUVFDOOHGLWLQWRWKH
Federal Highway Act of 1975 that was signed into law on May 5, 1976. Subsequently that
VDPH\HDUWKH$%$7(RI$UL]RQDPDQDJHGWRRYHUWXUQLWVVWDWH¶VKHOPHWODZ114
Similar helmet law repeals occurred in New Mexico, Texas and most of the other fortysix states that had enacted laws.115 $FFRUGLQJWR³.7´DIHPDOHIRUPHUGHSXW\Foordinator in
ABATE of New Mexico:
>$%$7(¶V@LQFHSWLRQFDPHDERXWEHFDXVHRIWKHKHOPHWODZ«,ZDVQ¶WDPHPEHURI
ABATE at the time, but people jumped on the bandwagon to put an end to that. And
,¶PFHUWDLQO\JODGWKH\GLGEHFDXVH,EHOLHYHWKDWDVDULGHr you do have a right to
FKRRVH$QGLW¶VEHHQDQLQWHUHVWLQJRUJDQL]DWLRQ,GROLNHWKHSHRSOHWKDW,NQRZIURP
the organization.116
As a direct result of continual motorcyclist activism through the rights movement, the final
decades of the century were generally agreeable to riders.117
Many of the local MROs were either started, organized, or run by women from the
1970s through the 1990s. Female members of ABATE were lobbyists, strategists, chairs,
treasurers, secretaries, and editors. Other women, who were not directly involved in their states
as leaders of the movement, assisted their boyfriends or husbands who were organizational
activists in the 1970s and 1980s. The first independent female biker that I ever met was C. C.
Rogers, a member of my MMA distULFWLQ6DQWD&UX]&DOLIRUQLDDURXQGRU¶6KHURGH
a Harley-Davidson Sportster and was active in the district.118
People in the motorcycling community²both men and women²thought that women
possessed inherent essential qualities that made them, in some ways, more effective lobbyists

63

and activists than men could be. Liz Espinoza Beltran, Deputy Coordinator for ABATE of
New Mexico, described those imagined qualities:
>:RPHQ@KDYHJUHDWRUJDQL]DWLRQDOVNLOOVZHGRQ¶WJLYHDVKLWZKDW\RXZHDUZHGRQ¶W
JLYHDVKLWZKDW\RXORRNOLNHDQGZHGRQ¶WFDUHDERXWKRZQLFH\RXUDVVLVRUKRZELJ
your tits are. You are going to be doing a job in this organization the same as I am and
,¶PJRLQJWRGRDJRRGMREDWLW$QG,¶OOJLYH\RXUHVSHFW
So, over the lasWFRXSOHRI\HDUVLW¶VKDSSHQHG$QGRXUFKDSWHUKDVJURZQ«2XU
IXQGVKDYHUHDOO\JURZQ:H¶YHGRQHDORWRIHYHQWVDORWRIUHDOO\JRRGHYHQWV,UHDOO\
owe it to my chapter. And the members that I have in my chapter are very, very
cooperative and very eager to help me with everything that I want to do. So all of our
events have been very, very successful. Our toy run this year is our eighth annual. That
ZDVIRXQGHGLQ«,W¶VGRXEOHGHYHU\\HDU119
7KHDPRXQWRIIHPDOHOHDGHUVKLSLQWKHELNHUV¶ULJhts movement increased from the
1980s through the 1990s. Only fourteen percent of organizational officers in one MMA
division were women during the mid-1980s. A decade later in 1996, when Audrey Goodwin
was the ABATE of Arizona Chair of the Board of Directors, three of the ten state officers and
two of the seven attending board members were female. Two years later, Bobbi J. Hartmann
EHJDQWRVHUYHDV$%$7(RI$UL]RQD¶VILUVWUHJLVWHUHGOREE\LVW0HDQZKLOH'LDQ6DQGOLQ
VSHOOHGZLWKRXWDQ³H´ VHUYHG$%$7(of New Mexico as its newsletter editor and e-mail list
server while Liz Espinoza Beltran was Coordinator of First Rio Rancho Chapter and one of
IRXU'LUHFWRUVRIWKDWVWDWHRUJDQL]DWLRQ7KLUW\SHUFHQWRI)ODJVWDII$%$7(¶VFKDSWHURIILFHUV
were women as weUHQHDUO\KDOIRI<DYDSDL$%$7(¶VFKDSWHUHOHFWLRQFDQGLGDWHV,Q
female riders comprised thirty percent of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) Board of
Directors and served as writers, editors, planners, and organizers throughout the motorcyclist
rights movement.
As the century drew to a close, Patty Dallas provided guidance to ABATE of Arizona
as Chair of the Board while other women served as directors, state officers, and chapter
RIILFHUV%\2FWREHURIDSURSRVDOIRUDULGHUV¶FLYLOULJKts documentary film by ABATE
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of Arizona member Barbara Bustillos-&RJVZHOOZDVDZDUGHGDJUDQWIXQGHGE\WKH³:RPHQ
0DNH0RYLHV´RUJDQL]DWLRQ0RWRUF\FOLVWV¶ULJKWVZHUHSURWHFWHGE\WKH052VDQGVRPHRI
the best officers and activists of those groups happened to be women. By the late decades of
the century, women riders in such organizations mirrored the larger society of their local areas
in matters of race and ethnicity and Black, Latino, and Native American women were
members.120 African American and LatinRZRPHQ¶VFOXEVZLOOEHGLVFXVVHGLQ&KDSWHU7ZR
Even traditional male-oriented clubs that anthropologist Daniel Wolf had identified in
the late 1980s seemed to have changed in the 1990s. During the 1996 Coalition of Coalitions
(of motorcycle clubs) meeting, convened in the land of the sovereign Mouache-Capote
(Southern Ute) Nation during the Four Corners Iron Horse Rally, the political importance of
women was acknowledged. Subsequently, Deborah Butitta was elected to serve as the
registered lobbyist for the Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs in July of 2000. Such
FRQIHGHUDWLRQVLQ7H[DV$UL]RQDDQGHOVHZKHUHDOVRVWDUWHGWRHQUROOZRPHQ¶VDQGPL[HG
gendered clubs.121 Thus, it can be said that women played a very important role in the
preservation of motorcycling.

Motorcycling as a Gendered Borderlands
They also enjoyed riding in the Borderlands. Trisha Yeager, who in 1978 self-identified
DVD³ZLIHPRWKHUDUWLVWIRUPHUKLJKVFKRROWHDFKHU-DQGPRWRUF\FOLVW´IHOWDGHHS
appreciation and fondness for the Borderlands.122 In her book How to Be Sexy With Bugs in
Your Teeth, she described the Ride and how the land changes with the sun:
[A] brand new desert-flooded with red from the sinking sun, etched with distinct
contrasts of value and texture, filled with Modigliani-like shadows. You feel united
with the peace and grandeur of the vast sand panorama all around you.123
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Yeager cited oneness with the environment, the enjoyment of a feeling of freedom, practicality,
stress relief, sensual aspects of the machine, and the benefits of meditative concentration as
reasons for riding. In contrast to the rhetoric of a rustic, rugged, physically challenging
landscape that early twentieth-century riders utilized to describe the same places, later
motorcyclists such as Yeager recreated by riding in the beauty of the Greater Borderlands.124
Rather than attempting to delve into intangible elements of one being in outdoor places,
this moment in the dissertation may present a reasonable opportunity to complicate the earlier
GHILQLWLRQRI³ERUGHUODQGV´WKDW,JDYHLQWKH,QWURGXFWLRQ)RU*ORULD$Q]DOG~D¶VERUGHUODQGV
are more metaphoric and esoteric than those of Oscar J. Martínez. In Borderlands: The New
Mestiza, Anzaldúa surveys several peripheral places including those that lie between Chicano
and Anglo societies, women and male-oriented Chicano culture, and finally lesbians and
hetero-normality. She describes linguistic borderlands, mystical spiritual space, and the in
between-ness of economics, language, and autohistoria. Anzaldúa tries to diminish the concept
RI³XVDQGWKHP´SULYLOHJLQJFRQQHFWLRQVEHWZHHQSHRSOH UDWKHUWKDQFRPPRQDOLWLHV +HU
metaphoric bridge seeks to empower everyone. She concludes that, in code switching between
a multiplicity of identities, there is hope for community and for attaining goals.125
Beyond matters of space and place enjoyed by historical actors such as Yeager and
GHILQHGJHRJUDSKLFDOO\E\KLVWRULDQVOLNH0DUWtQH]$Q]DOG~D¶VIRUPDWLRQVLQGLFDWHDQRQgeographic, expanded, idealist, and esoteric concept of borderlands, ones that reveal degrees of
ambiguity and relativity, a significant conceptual space between any two distinct but
interconnected things. Throughout the twentieth century, motorcycling was, in essence, such a
borderlands type of activity; locomotion in that area between what is socially acceptable by the
mainstream and what is not. No matter what meanings riders attached to their operation of

66

motorcycles, these were socially ignored, re-imagined and rewritten by non-riders to enhance a
stifling, marginalizing set of stereotypes, a boundary of sorts for purposes of exclusion. The
next chapter surveys some boundaries of marginalization in relation to race, ethnicity, identity,
and resistance. To examine the category of race, it considers racialized motorcyclists in the
Borderlands including Black, ethnic Mexican, and Native American riders.
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CHAPTER TWO
BIKERS, ETHNICITY, AND RACIAL CONSTRUCTS IN THE BORDERLANDS

This present chapter is about race, ethnicity, and motorcycling in the Mexican-U.S.
borderlands with an emphasis on Black bikers. I intend to present a chronological, inclusive
narration of bikes and some individuals who rode them. Secondly, I demonstrate that a
widespread societal discrimination against persons of color was compounded by their
individual transportation choices and that such motorcyclists were negatively impacted by a
larger marginalization of riders as a social group, which occurred over the course of the
twentieth century. Categories of race and extreme mobility, in tension with middle- and upperclass, non-riding society from the 1910s through the 1980s, inform such marginalization. The
chapter looks at societal racial and transportation-based discrimination against bikers. Third, it
H[DPLQHV$IULFDQ$PHULFDQDQGRWKHUPRWRUF\FOLVWV¶UHVLVWDQFHDJDLQVWVXFKPDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ
This is a survey of racism, extreme mobility, resistance, and social interaction from the 1920s
to the end of the century. The chapter deals mostly with racial relations and riders who rode in
the Greater Borderlands on the United States side of the border, while barely considering the
border zone in México due to current source limitations.
4XLQWDUG7D\ORU¶VPRQRJUDSKIn Search of the Racial Frontier: African
Americans in the American West, 1528-1990 demonstrates how people of African descent have
continually lived, resisted, struggled, survived, and cooperated with other peoples in the U.S. /
Mexican Borderlands for centuries. Esteban de Dorantes traveled and visited the Río Grande
Valley in 1539, and for hundreds of years, many Blacks worked there as conquistadors,
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soldados³%XIIDOR6ROGLHUV´DQGJXDUGVDVZHOODVLQQRQ-military occupations including
vaqueros and slaves.1 According to Taylor, racism and de-facto segregation existed in the
West; however, Black people believed that equality, opportunities, and prosperity was
available and possible in Western regions.2

Baker Washington, Francis Peeler, and Bessie Stringfield
%RRNHU7³%DNHU´:DVKLQJWRQ-UERUQLQWKHHOGHVWVRQRIWKHIDPRXVHGXFDWRU
and reformer, was possibly the first person with African ancestry to have ridden motorcycles in
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRU0p[LFR/HWWHUVLQWKHDUFKLYDOFROOHFWLRQVRIKLVIDWKHU¶VSDSHUVLQGLFDWH
that Baker not only rode at least one motorcycle that Booker Sr. bought for him, but that he
was not at all like his father. Baker eventually married and settled down, yet it is unclear
whether he gave up the bike.3
The Washingtons and the world that they lived in were far to the east, however. The
arid portion of the border zone and other regions of the Greater Borderlands were much
different and have a different history from that of the eastern United States. Francis Peeler,
who was a soldier stationed at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, was the earliest known African
American motorcyclist in the Borderlands, riding there from the early 1920s until 1936.
+XDFKXFD¶VOHJDF\DWWKHWLPHZDVSULPDULO\UHODWHGWRWKH%XIIDOR6ROGLHUVIRUWKDWZDVZKHUH
African American horse cavalry units had been stationed.4 Even so, when the military officers
discovered that Peeler knew how to use a typewriter, they assigned him to an administrative
position in a headquarters on the main part of post.
Such a privileged station within the military²compared to that of most African
American troops²GHFUHDVHG3HHOHU¶VLVRODWLRQIURPWKHRXWVLGHZRUOGDQGPDGHLWHDVLHUIRU
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him to have a privately-owned vehicle on, or near, the installation. Peeler rode various
motorcycles, including an Excelsior, an Indian Scout, and an Indian Chief with sidecar
throughout Arizona and to and from places like Albuquerque and El Paso for twelve years,
until 1936. If those dozen years were contiguous, then he started to ride around 1924.
However, it is possible that he may have started riding as early as 1919 when military surplus
motorcycles first became plentiful and inexpensive.5

Plate 6. Francis Peeler and his family. Photo courtesy of Francis Peeler.

While riding in and around El Paso, Peeler was a regular target for police attention.
More of a small town than the big city that it later became, the city had a small police force in
the 1920s. The few officers in town played an on-going game of cat-and-mouse with fastpaced, street-scorching motorcycle riders.6 Trying to avoid further detainment, he came up
with a plan. As Peeler explained, years later:
79

In El Paso, this old captain used to catch me all the time. And I left El Paso going up to
Albuquerque and I challenged him to a race. [The road out of town followed presentGD\0HVD6WUHHWPRUHRUOHVV@$QG,VDLG³/RRN,¶PJRQQDJLYH\RXDFKDQFHWR
FDWFKPH,¶PJLYLQJ\RXWZRPLOHV´7KDWODVWVWUDLJKWVWUHWFKFRPLQJRXWWKH7H[Ds
/LQHDQG1HZ0H[LFR,NQHZLWZDVLI,ZHQWGRZQWR1HZ0H[LFRWKH\ZRXOGQ¶W
ERWKHUPHFRPLQJDFURVV$QG,WROGKLPWKDW$QG,VDLG³,¶PJRQQDJLYH\RXD
FKDOOHQJH,¶OOJLYH\RXRQHPLOHWRFDWFKPH<RXJHWSDVWPHDJRRGPLOH1RZZKHQ
you see me coming around that curve, I come in around like I head up that
VWUDLJKWDZD\>\RX@VWRS$QG\RXJRWWZRPLOHVIURPZKHUH\RXVWDUW,¶OOWU\´,VDLG
³DQG,ZDQW\RXWRFDWFKPH´
Shoot. I saw him when he pulled out, and when I pulled out, before he got the first
mile, and he said when he got up there to the state line, he stopped and he told them
guys, and he told the New Mexico cops up there and some of them El Paso cops up
WKHUHWRR7KH\ZHQWXSWKHUH$QGKHVDLG³:KHQWKDWWKLQJSDVVHGE\PHLW sounded
OLNHVRPHERG\GURSSHGDORDGRIOXPEHU:KDS´-XVWOLNHVRPHERG\GURSSHGDZKROH
load of lumber right there. Whap! Just like that to you. Whap! Run right by him.
:KHZ7KDWWKLQJZDVYDQLVKHG+HVDLG³+RZIDVWZDVWKDWWKLQJUXQQLQJ"´,VDLG
³$ERXWDKXQGUHGDQGWZHQW\´,VDLG³7KHGDPQHGWKLQJZDVJXDUDQWHHGWRGRD
KXQGUHGDQGILIW\µWLO\RXKROGLWRQWKHJURXQG´%XW\RXFRXOGQ¶WKROGLWGRZQ$
hundred and twenty-five is the best I ever got out of it.7
Peeler mentioned that there were fewer than five other African American riders in all of
Arizona who rode during the 1920s and 1930s.8 Bessie Stringfield, an African American
contemporary of Peeler, rode a motorcycle along some of the same roadways during those
same years, though no one knows if they ever met. Born in Jamaica, she was raised by an Irish
American woman in Boston. Bessie Stringfield may have been inspired by stories about Bessie
Coleman, an early civil rights activist who was not only the first internationally licensed Black
aviator but also the first female African American to fly an airplane and whose life mission
was to influence and train African Americans to become pilots. Coleman died in an aircraft
accident in 1926.
One year later, sixteen-year old Bessie Stringfield started riding motorcycles. The first
bike she owned was a 1928 Indian Scout and she hit the open road at age nineteen on her first
of twenty-seven Harley-Davidsons, crisscrossing the US eight times. The question of whether
Coleman inspired Stringfield to take up motorcycling is inconclusive. No scholars or other
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writers have discussed these two individuals in relation to each other, even though they had the
same first name and were contemporaries. As a teenager, Stringfield must have known about
the famous Black female aviator who performed in air shows all over the country. Stringfield
was less than one generation younger than Coleman. Aircraft were far more expensive than
motorcycles and the option of a two wheeler may have been a viable second-best choice for a
young girl. On the other hand, many people rode bikes not to make a statement in response to
racial and gendered norms but simply because they liked to ride. Therefore, it is equally
plausible that Stringfield started riding just to have fun. Neither of these two possible
explanations of her intent can be proven and one cannot assume that Coleman provided the
inspiration.9
Stringfield typically decided on a riding destination by tossing a penny onto a large
map of the United States. She called the coin-IOLSSLQJH[HUFLVHWDNLQJ³DSHQQ\WRXU´6KH
usually toured the continent alone. When riding in the old South²the former Confederacy²
DQGVWRSSLQJIRUWKHQLJKWVKHZRXOGILUVWORFDWHWKH³FRORUHG´VHFWLRQRIWRZQ:KHQHYHU
there were no beds available, she slept on her bike in gas station parking lots. When asked later
ZKHWKHUVKHKDGEHHQFRQFHUQHGDERXWKHUVDIHW\6WULQJILHOGDQVZHUHG³,QHYHUZDVDIUDLG,
GRQ¶WNQRZZK\1HYHUZDV2KER\,ZDVVRPHWKLQJ:KDW,GLGZDVIXQDQG,ORYHGLW´10
She also did a four-year hitch as a civilian dispatch rider in the army during World War
II, delivering messages and documents between military bases in the U.S. Stringfield was not
assigned to an all-female motorcycle dispatch unit; instead, she was the only female in her unit
due to a policy of racial segregation in the military. After the war, she moved to Miami, started
the Iron Horse Motorcycle Club (Iron Horse MC), and kept on riding all over the continent.
6WULQJILHOG¶VFOXEDFFHSWHGPHQDQGZRPHQRIDQy ethnic or racial background.11
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Perhaps further discussion of Stringfield is somewhat inapplicable, for even though she
rode in U.S. southwestern states, Miami was still a long way from Texas and not much is
known about her penny tour journeys. Earlier clubs such as the Hounds MC of El Paso, made
up of riders who were of Anglo and Mexican ethnic backgrounds, were integrated in the
Borderlands from at least the 1920s and possibly earlier.12 However, after World War II it was
African American bikers who founded or made up much of the membership of several new
clubs and associations that formed in the Greater Borderlands.

Race, Ethnicity, Transportation, and the FAM
The marginalization of racialized riders should be considered within the contexts of
both the centuries-old racialization and subordination of people of color and the general
marginalization of bicyclists and motorcyclists that had occurred since the late 19th century.13
)RUH[DPSOHZKHQWKH86$UP\¶V³&RORUHG´th Infantry (commanded by two white officers)
rode as a unit of bicyclists, field testing Spalding Bicycles for two thousand miles from
Missoula to St. Louis in 1897, they encountered notable adverse racial prejudice when they
reached Missouri. When they stopped there to camp one night, a farmer asked them²more
than thirty years after the Civil War had ended²whether they were Union or Confederate.
5HFHLYLQJWKHDQVZHU³8QLRQ,VXSSRVH´WKHIDUPHUWKHQJUXGJLQJO\WROGWKHPWKDWWKH\
could set up camp over by the pigsty.14
Booker T. Washington, Sr. was concerned about his motorcycle-UDFLQJVRQ³%DNHU´
arousing too much jealousy or discontent from the white public or the police. His bike had a
powerful motor and he rode it fast. The elder Booker T. did not want his son to appear
rebellious or to stir up any negative publicity.15
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Nevertheless, Baker Washington was not alone. In the early twentieth century, it was
not unusual for bikers to operate their machines as fast as they could go. Much more than in the
latter half of the century, motorcyclists in the early 1900s were drawn to makes and models
that were currently winning at the races.16 Francis Peeler encountered opposition from police
GXULQJWKHVDQGVWKDWZDVSUREDEO\EHFDXVHRI³UDFH´DVZHOODVIRUUDFing his bikes.
Peeler did not explicitly attribute the causes for his many police stops to the fact that he rode
on two wheels (nor to racial factors), even though at least one other source indicates that
officers in El Paso detested motorcycle riders in general during those years.17

Plate 7. )UDQFLVFR³3DQFKR´9LOOD, Ciudad Juárez. Photo courtesy of the Otis Aultman
Collection, El Paso Public Library, El Paso, Texas.
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The El Paso officers may have been influenced by a formerly circulated photograph of
Pancho Villa mounting a motorcycle.18 Police targeting of motorcyclists occurred in the
Greater Borderlands on the U.S. side beginning shortly after World War I and was a problem
for riders for the remaining eight decades of the century. Some El Paso police in the early
1920s obtained motorcycles and started riding so that they would have a better chance of
FDWFKLQJWKH³VFRUFKHUV´UDFLQJ their bikes through the city streets. During Prohibition they
suspected the bikers of being bootleggers bringing whiskey north from formerly U.S. distillers
that had relocated to México.19
Before there were many two-wheelers in the borderlands, bicycle and motorcycle riders
in the U.S. had responded to various local laws enacted against them and police practices
perceived as questionable by organizing politically. The League of American Wheelmen
(formed in 1880), followed by the Associated American Motorcyclists (1900) and the
)HGHUDWLRQRI$PHULFDQ0RWRUF\FOLVWV )$0 RSSRVHGPXQLFLSDOEDQVWKH³IO\LQJ
ELOOLH´PDQGDWRU\HTXLSPHQWDQGRWKHUUHJXODWLRQVZKLOHSURPRWLQJWKHLPSURYHPHQWRI
streets and roadways. The successes of such organizations benefited not only riders but also all
road users and people in the US for several years by contributing significantly within the Good
Roads Movement and helping to establish reform measures.20
Although many riders organized politically through the FAM, the organization
unfortunately failed to include African American bikers as members. People of color were
certainly interested in motorcycling and some acquired bikes that they learned to ride.
However, when they tried to join the FAM, they encountered resistance from some white
PRWRUF\FOHULGHUV,QHDUO\³0U(VWDEURRN´&KDLUPDQRIWKH)$0SURSRVHGWKH
expansion of membership to include all motorcyclists regardless of race, thus increasing the
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PRYHPHQW¶VSRWHQWLDOPHPEHUVKLSEDVHSROLWLFDOSRZHUDQGHIIHctiveness. The ugly
reactionary response to his initiative, however, reflected the racist attitudes of some
motorcyclists of that time, particularly ones who lived in southeastern states. On February 2nd,
a derogatory rebuttal appeared in Motorcycling maga]LQH7LWOHG³6DPERDQGWKH)$0´LW
LQFOXGHGDGUDZLQJLQWKHVW\OHRIWKH³6DPER´VWHUHRW\SHGHKXPDQL]HGFDULFDWXUHVRI$IULFDQ
Americans, in this article depicted as a Black male-female couple. Their bike was parked a
short distance away, as the male approached a white couple mounted on a finer bike. The
³6DPER´PDOHZHDULQJWKHZLQJHG)$0LQVLJQLDLQYLWHGWKHZKLWHFRXSOHWRFRPHRYHUDQG
meet his wife as they recoiled from his invitation. The article derided Estabrook, claiming that
he lived too far away from African American people to know what they were really like and
that minorities were free to organize their own, separate and segregated, motorcycle
organizations.21
Two weeks later, the February 16th edition included letters from riders responding to
WKHSURSRVDODQGUHEXWWDOLQFOXGLQJWZRWKDWXVHGWKHLQKXPDQHLQIDPRXV³1´ZRUG2QHRI
the two was a motorcycle dealer from Knoxville, Tennessee who continued his racial rant
claiming that if Harley-Davidsons are sold to African Americans thHQ³ZKLWHSHRSOHZRXOGQ¶W
EX\WKHVDPHPDFKLQHRUDQ\RWKHUPDFKLQHIRUWKDWPDWWHUDWDOO´$QRWKHUZKLWH6RXWKHUQ
ULGHUIURP7DPSD)ORULGDHFKRHGWKHUHEXWWDO+HZURWH³:KHQWKH)$0UHIXVHVWR
HQIRUFHWKHµ-LP&URZ¶ODZLWZLOOORVHHYHU\PHPEHULQWKH6RXWK´<HWDQRWKHUUHVSRQGHQW
also from a Southern state, wrote that he would discontinue FAM membership if African
Americans were admitted.22
The remarkable thing about the series of articles and letters in the context of
Borderlands motorcycling history is that the FAM was a national MRO, yet all of the

85

TXHVWLRQ¶VFRPPXQLFDQWVZHUHIURPHDVWRIWKH0LVVLVVLSSL5LYHU$OOFRQGHPQDWRU\OHWWHUV
except for one (from the Northeast) were also from motorcyclists who lived in the formerly
Confederate states. There was no response whatsoever from any FAM members or other bikers
living in the Greater Borderlands or the West (at a time when thousands of riders lived in
California and one Los Angeles club had recently drawn more than 1,000 bikes to an event).23

The AMA, México, and Social Exclusion
Although the FAM was succeeded by another Northeastern-based organization, the
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) in 1924, the AMA continued the exclusion of
$IULFDQ$PHULFDQELNHUV,WDOVREDUUHG³RXWODZ´ULGHUVDQGVRXJKWWRVHSDUDWHELNHUVWKDWLW
SHUFHLYHGWREHOHVVWKDQGHVLUDEOHIURPWKH³JRRG´PRWRUF\FOLVWV7KH$0$ZDVHOLWLVWLQLWV
pretensions to preside over all sporting and social motorcycling events as the only sanctioning
body.24 Many riders did not agree with such an organizational stance. In explaining why so
PDQ\UDFHUVDQGRWKHUULGHUVZHUHQRWPHPEHUVWKH$0$3UHVLGHQW(&6PLWKVDLG³1R
PDWWHUZKDWVSRUWWKHUHLVERXQGWREHVRPHµRXWODZ¶GRLQJV6RPHZRXOGUDWKHUEUHDNWKH
rules and [by-@ODZVWKDQREH\WKHP´25 The AMA had made artificial distinctions between
³JRRG´DQG³RXWODZ´PRWRUF\FOLVWV DVLQDFFHSWDEOHPHPEHUVYHUVXVQRQ-members), dividing
the community and its own power base. The newly constructed division between the clean-cut
and the perceived uncouth bikers eventually acquired a geographical dimension in which the
GLYLGHEHWZHHQ³JRRG´DQG³RXWODZ´FRUUHVSRQGHGPRVWO\WR(DVWYHUVXV:HVW26
Racial prejudice existed everywhere, even among Borderlands motorcyclists, but
sociHW\¶V-LP&URZFRORUOLQHZDVFUHDWHGDPRQJWKHJHQHUDOQRQ-riding population and it may
have infected the developing proto-sport of stock car racing more than older Borderlands
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cultural groups such as bikers and aviators. For example, at Love Field just outside of Dallas,
Texas, African American Louis Manning had been one of the aircraft mechanics in the 1920s
when Bessie Coleman bought an airplane there. One of the white airmen said that whenever
white outsiders visited the airfield and stared at Manning, one of the group members usually
\HOOHGRXW³:H¶UHDOOEODFNSHRSOHKHUH´27
A significant amount of discrimination²against Black flyers or Black riders²came
from non-aviators and non-bikers. Once when the 74s of El Paso, a multi-ethnic motorcycle
club, made a restaurant lunch stop during the late 1940s, the proprietor refused to serve their
African American member. Therefore, instead of dining inside, the club members carried their
hamburgers outside and ate with their brother in the parking lot. (The place was not designed
for outside dining.)28
In a similar incident in Southern California, a Black club known as the East Bay
Dragons MC stopped²on their way to Los Angeles²at a gas station / hamburger stand to
refuel their bikes and themselves. They ordered their burgers to go in an attempt to avoid any
problems. Nonetheless, a gang of vigilantes and highway patrol units quickly confronted them.
Nearly everyone on both sides was armed. Before conditions deteriorated into a shootout, the
California patrolmen offered the Dragons a clear, hassle-free route all the way to the top of the
Grapevine under the condition that they line up and ride at high speed without stopping.29
The México side of the border was often worse, however. In contrast to North
American history and myth, in which rebellion was often interpreted as a virtue and archetypal
figures such as Robin Hood, Billy the Kid, Bonny and Clyde, and the mythical Marlon Brando
ELNHUFKDUDFWHUVZHUHDQWLKHURHV0H[LFDQVKDGQRWUDGLWLRQRIURPDQWLFL]LQJ³RXWODZV´,Q
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Porfirian México, the motorcycle in popular culture represented not a romantic image of
rebellion but yanqui economic imperialism.30
7KRVHZKRDGPLUHG)UDQFLVFR³3DQFKR´9LOODDJHQHUDOLQWKH0H[LFDQ5HYROXWLRQ
who may have also been a motorcyclist, considered him a legitimate leader and hero, not a
rebel. In addition to the yanqui soldiers who invaded the country to terrorize and hunt him,
General Villa and one of his military brigades apparently rode motorcycles, or at least that is
the legend. The Mexican Revolution was subsequently seen by many as a successful endeavor
that created profound social and political change. Therefore, the bike as symbol (to the extent
that it was identified with Villa as well as the yanquis) was not able to crystallize into another
form in northern México until generations later in the 1960s when it became associated with
the counterculture. (See Chapter Three.)31
If the motorbike meant anything during the early Revolutionary Era, it meant noise.
Indigenous people in the Sierra Nevada Occidentals and around Cañon Cobre may have
complained that it made a terrible sound that frightened the animals and could be heard for
miles around. Meanwhile, campesinos set their garbage out in a row across the roads to
dissuade motorcyclists from riding there. Such improvised speed-bump construction tactics
failed to dissuade riders from riding but may have resulted in unnecessary injuries, deaths, or
property damage as some bikes crashed. The motorcycle represented different things to
different peoples.32
Furthermore, the motorcycle in México did not symbolize masculine virility as in the
US but effeminate weakness instead, as evident in the emergence and use of the feminine
Spanish linguistic form for the word as una motocicleta. By the late 1940s in Ciudad Juárez,
Chihuahua, the Mexican border town opposite El Paso, serious police harassment could be
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averted only if the rider carried a certain well-NQRZQORFDODWWRUQH\¶VEXVLQHVVFDUGLQKLV
wallet. Non-acquaintance with this particular Mexican lawyer precluded most motorcyclists
from riding in that city, let alone venturing into the interior of México.33
Once in the 1970s when a large pack of (predominantly African American) East Bay
Dragons MC, Chosen Few MC, and Defiant Ones tried to ride south from Alta California into
Mexicali, a line of Mexican police blocked the border crossing and would not let them enter.
Therefore, the pack rolled east into Arizona and then south across the San Luis crossing. The
riders drank tequila, partied, and had a good time.34 Mexican towns were by no means
FRQVLVWHQWLQWKHLUUHVSRQVHVWR%ODFNELNHUVDQGRWKHUULGHUVQRUZHUHWKH0H[LFDQ5HSXEOLF¶V
border authorities.

Mexican Bikers and Marginalization North of the Border
Economically, México was not as wealthy as the U.S. and the average worker there
could not often afford an expensive motorcycle unlike workers in the north. Even in the 1990s
ZKHQELNHUVZHUHFRQVLGHUHG³FRRO´RUSDUWRIla onda in México, Mexican motorcyclists, far
more than their northern counterparts, had to fabricate replacement parts from scrap and
recondition old used parts to be reused.
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Plate 8. Typical motorcycle, Ciudad Chihuahua, 2007. Notice the fabricated fuel lines, breather tubes,
and side cover. Photo by the author.

Plate 9. Another customized motorcycle from Ciudad Chihuahua. Like earlier Alta California choppers
LQWKH¶VWKLVODWHWZHQWLHWK-century chopper utilized a Japanese engine. Photo by the author.
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Riders in México took the concept of ingenuity, so often claimed as an exclusively North
American virtue, to an entirely new level.35
$FFRUGLQJWRQDWLYHFRQVXOWDQWV)ORUHQWLQR$³/LFR´6XELD DQ(O3DVRELNHUZKROLYHG
LQ&KLKXDKXLWD%DUULRDQGURGHIURPXQWLOKLVGHDWKLQ DQG³*XHUUHUR´ WKH
counselor and former president of a major motorcycle club in northern México), clubs in his
nation were a very recent phenomenon. With the exception of police moto drill teams that
originated in the 1950s and races in Chamizal International Park in the 1960s, little long-term
sub-FXOWXUDOIRUPDWLRQRYHUVHYHUDOJHQHUDWLRQVLQWRDQ\VRUWRIULGHUV¶FXOWXUHFRPSDUDWLYHWR
that of North America and Western Europe occurred in northern México.36 The Mexican
motorcycling culture that emerged in the 1990s, however, developed in a more traditional way
that resembled previous 1960s-HUD86ELNHUFRPPXQDOLVPUDWKHUWKDQWKH³\XSSLH´influenced commercial imitation of biker culture that emerged in the north after release of the
low-maintenance Harley Evolution engine in 1984.37
While some Mexican riders must have been of African ancestry, it is unknown whether
they self-identified as such.38 Being indigenous is perhaps another matter. Popular cultural
wisdom among many North Americans is such that it is believed that Mexican people openly
acknowledged that they had indigenous ancestry but that they did not romanticize it. In such a
YLHZRIWKHLULGHQWLW\WKH\PD\KDYHVDLG³<HVZHGR6RZKDW"´,Q0H[LFDQULGLQJFXOWXUH
however, some clubs embraced and openly proclaimed their Native-ness. They sometimes
celebrated it within the artistic designs of their club back-patch.39 If an indigenous Mexican
male biker recognized a stranger from the north as indigenous, he walked up, presented
himself, and sometimes gave away a pin from his vest that he now expected the recipient to
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ZHDUDVDWRNHQRIEURWKHUKRRG+HZRXOGVD\³Yo soy yaqui´RU³Soy tarahumara´RUWKDWKH
was of another indigenous nationality. Indigenous motorcyclists in the Greater Borderlands of
México were very proud of who they were and did not withhold their identity.40
Mexican bikers did not believe that they had problems with the police as their brothers
in the north did. When asked why Mexican police did not harass Mexican bikers, they
DQVZHUHGHLWKHU³Las compramos´RUVRPHthing to that effect. The perception by bikers that
they were being harassed existed almost entirely among motorcyclists from the U.S. and
primarily on the north side of the border. For example, in the 1940s, an officer on the El Paso
Police force, who was reportedly tall with a dark complexion, wrote tickets simply because he
GLGQRWOLNHELNHUV:KHQHYHUKHVDZDELNHKHVWRSSHGWKHRSHUDWRUDQGVDLG³,¶OOWHOO\RX
ZK\,JLYH\RXDWLFNHW,GRQ¶WOLNH+DUOH\ULGHUV´41 From the 1950s through the 1960s and
µVSROLFHLQ(O3DVRDSSDUHQWO\VWRSSHGELNHUVDQGZURWHFLWDWLRQVIRUORXGSLSHVRUVLVV\
EDUVWKDWZHUHWRRKLJKZLWKRUQDPHQWVDWWKHWRSRU³DSHKDQJHU´KDQGOHEDUV,IFXVWRP
handlebars were more than fifteen inches above the height of the seat, they wrote the ticket.42
Unlike much of the United States, police interaction with motorcycle riders in the
border zone was usually limited to the occasional traffic fine. However, one El Paso officer, a
new hire from Tennessee, investigated and found a Mexican American man who was suspected
of breaking into a jewelry store one night and leaving on a motorcycle with some stolen goods.
The motorcyclist, who was living in Barrio Chihuahuita at the house of his father Florentino
³/LFR´6XELDDSSDUHQWO\VROGWKHMHZHOU\DQGWKHQZHQWKRPH$WKLVIDWKHU¶VKRPHDOOHJHGO\
ZLWKRXWLVVXLQJDZDUQLQJWKHRIILFHUVKRWWKH\RXQJPDQRQKLVIDWKHU¶VGULYHZD\LQWKHEDFN
of the head, as the biker was entering the dwelling.

92

He died instantly. Since the dead man was a veteran, his family requested a plot in the
national cemetery in El Paso. The administrators at first refused. After seven days of protest
and collective indignation, however, the management relented and provided the entitled
benefit.43
The Subia case is similar to another Texas incident years earlier in which the family of
Félix Longoria was unable to obtain appropriate funerary services due to racism. Longoria had
been killed in action during World War II and his body was recovered soon after the war
ended. The funeral home in his home town at Three Rivers refused to service his corpse
EHFDXVHLWVHUYLFHG³ZKLWH´FXVWRPHUVH[FOXVLYHO\DQGWKHGLUHFWRUGLGQRWFRQVLGHU/RQJRULDDV
being white. Senator Lyndon B. Johnson solved the conflict by obtaining a plot in Arlington
Cemetery in Washington, DC. Thus, unlike the earlier Longoria case in eastern Texas, the
Scubas in El Paso secured a proper local burial. However, a few days later the grand jury in El
Paso refused to indict the officer who shot the young biker.44
It is possible that racism and invidious racial discrimination was a factor in the Subia
incident. The two historical figures were a police officer who had recently moved from a state
that was once a bastion of white supremacy and a Mexican American motorcyclist living in a
south El Paso barrio. Racism affected all of North America throughout the twentieth century.
Moreover, similar fatal incidents involving bikers occurred during the 1960s and 1970s in
other areas of North America.45 El Paso was not the only Western city to recruit police officers
from formerly Confederate states east of Texas. The City of Oakland, California placed
recruitment ads in Georgia and Mississippi in order to hire white Southerners to patrol
California neighborhoods.46 A particular form of Deep Southern culture may have been
inculcated within police departments in the West and the borderlands.
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³0L[HG´&OXEVWKH%ODFN3DQWKHUVDQGWKH3HRSOH¶V3ROLFH
In his 1967 text The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual, Harold Cruse recommended that
the new advocates of Black Power of his day develop leadership based on lessons from the
history of African American freedom movements. He also wrote that they should promote and
appropriate (and base their actions on the foundation of) Black culture and the ethnic African
arts. Cruse concluded that group culture and identity was the base that needed to be built upon:
³WKHUHVLGXDOVWUDWXPRI1HJURHWKQLFJURXSFRQVFLRXVQHVV´47
Applying the Cruse thesis to the biker community, cultural leadership and cultural
nurturing may need to be practiced so that the larger power structure does not crush civil rights.
Without genuine culture, neither motorcyclists nor African Americans would have had a leg to
stand upon. Accordingly, integration (whether of Black with White or of riders with citizens)
may have been an illusive and inadequate substitute. Cruse wrote:
The greatest [American] myth is that of democratic capitalism, which has never existed
for all groups in America. Minorities could not have won their way into different levels
of economic status if it were not through some form of group economics²either
capitalistic or cooperative.48
3HUKDSVDOORIWKHPRWRUF\FOLVWVZKRKDYHDGYRFDWHG³ELNHUVKHOSLQJELNHUV´RYHUWKHSDVW
twenty years by establishing and maintaining economic islands (preferring to shop at listed
rider-owned businesses and services over those owned by non-riders) have been advocating a
healthy plan.
&UXVH¶VYLVLRQZDVQRWWKHRQO\RQH7KUHH\HDUVEHIRUH7RELH*HQH/HYLQJVWRQDQGthe
Zimmermans published Soul On Bikes: The East Bay Dragons MC and the Black Biker Set
/HYLQJVWRQ¶VDXWRELRJUDSKLFDODFFRXQWRIWKH(DVW%D\'UDJRQV0& SKRWRMRXUQDOLVW%DUEDUD
Bustillos-Cogswell videotaped some interviews with Levingston, James ³+HDY\´ Evans, and
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0HOYLQ³6KDG´6KDGULFN$VUHDGHUVRIWKHSRSXODU/HYLQJVWRQZRUNNQRZKH6KDGULFNDQG
Evans were members of the Dragons and he made a case for interracial harmony in the history
of his club and the Hells Angels MC riding in the same city²Oakland, California. However,
the book does not tell us that before Evans joined the club he had been the founding member of
WKH6RXO%URWKHUV0&DUDFLDOO\³PL[HG´FOXE7KHDXWRELRJUDSK\ZDVDFWXDOO\DPRUHUHILQHG
edited production of a theme that the three had lived by for years, a theme that the trio had first
articulated thoroughly while live in front of Bustillos-&RJVZHOO¶VFDPHUDLQ0D\49 That
theme is the unity of bikers regardless of race.
The Bustillos-Cogswell interviews took place at a National Coalition of Motorcyclists /
International Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM / ICOM) convention in San Francisco, an
annual event that typically drew thousands of riders of every ethnic and racial background
representing dozens of confederations and coalitions of (hundreds of) clubs in the US and
around the world. Explaining why some members of the East Bay Dragons MC were there,
Levingston said:
We want to be part of this organization, you know. We want to know about all the laws
that they have goiQJDJDLQVWWKHELNHUV\RXNQRZ7KDW¶VZKDWZH¶UHKHUHIRU
UHSUHVHQWLQJ>RXUFOXE@«%HFDXVHZHZDQWWRNQRZDERXWWKHVHGLIIHUHQWVWDWHV>VR@
WKDWZKHQZHULGHWKURXJK>ZH@FURVVLW7KDW¶VZKDWZHZDQW50
These leaders in Black motorcycling illuminated what is known about race and
ethnicity in Greater Borderlands motorcycling from the 1950s through the end of the century.
They also highlighted problems that motorcyclists of color had both inside and outside of
California, internal club safety regulatioQV/HYLQJVWRQ¶VUHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKPXVLFLDQ&DUORV
6DQWDQDDQG5DOSK³6RQQ\´%DUJHURIWKH+HOOV$QJHOV0& +$0& DQGKRZPXFK
volunteer work the Dragons did for the larger community. According to Soul On Bikes, the
Black Panthers provided food and services for children and people in Oakland. The earlier,
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more spontaneous interviews, however, show that the Dragons continued the charitable work
DIWHUWKH3DQWKHUV¶XQWLPHO\GHFOLQH51
The interviewed leaders indicated that race was irrelevant within their regional
motorcycling community from the 1950s through the end of the 1990s and that bikers had to
stick together regardless of race, ethnicity, or club membership, due to tremendous institutional
and societal discrimination against them. In the words of HeDY\(YDQV³$WWKDWWLPHZHZHUH
KDYLQJVXFKDKDUGWLPHULGLQJXQWLOZHDOOKDGWREDQGWRJHWKHU´52 Accordingly, clubs formed
informal coalitions with each other as motorcyclists, in the face of perceived adverse power
centers such as the police or the prison industrial complex. Throughout the Borderlands and
Alta California, it was customary for thirteen or fifteen bikers to ride together in groups to
deter or protect the group from perceived harassment.53
Even so, some clubs including the East Bay Dragons MC and the Iron Horses of El
Paso, among others, did not experience any difficulties with the police while riding in their
home cities because the club organized so many events that raised funding for causes and
groups that the larger community deemed worthy.54 Underground newspapers of the period,
the Levingston book, and other sources show that countercultural and progressive activists and
groups during the late 1960s and early 1970s attempted the building of political coalitions with
both racialized groups and riders. Hippies also interacted closely with motorcyclists and
appropriated biker language, hairstyles, and clothing, while various groups and Vietnam antiwar activists like Allen Ginsberg tried to draw motorcycle clubs into the counterculture. The
+$0&)ULVFR&KDSWHU¶VZRUNDV³WKH3HRSOH¶V3ROLFH´LQ*ROGHQ*DWH3DUNLVOHJHQGDU\ 55
Tobie Gene Levingston claimed that the Black Panther Party wanted the East Bay
'UDJRQV0&WKH5DWWOHUVDQGWKH+$0&DVSROLWLFDODOOLHVDQG(ODLQH%URZQ¶VDXWRELRgraphy
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$7DVWHRI3RZHU$%ODFN:RPDQ¶V6WRU\ seems to support the idea that the Party sought
interracial coalition. Brown writes that when she ran as a candidate for the Oakland City
Council, she received the endorsements of all major unions representing all racial groups, for
example.56 While extant evidence of an inter-subcultural or interethnic social trend may be
specific to cities such as Oakland, San Francisco, Los Angeles or Austin, one suspects that
similar affinities existed in other large Greater Borderlands cities that had significant young
progressive populations.57

Constructions of Division, Big D Watson, and ABATE
Even while activists were attempting to draw motorcyclists into the youth cultural and
anti-war movements, others were circulating rumors that bikers were working with police in
opposition to African Americans. An article in a 1965 Democratic Party newsletter interpreted
by the Berkeley Barb told a story about Black Oakland students protesting cafeteria conditions
and how city police suppressed the protest. Accordingly, the officers did not bother to question
a group of Oakland Chapter HAMC members milling around close by. It stated that some Hells
Angels had recently cut two African Americans in a barroom fight and a member had run
down a dog with his motorcycle, but that the police had done nothing about the incidents. The
article also reported that the HAMC clubhouse had recently burned down, subtly suggesting
that extralegal forms of justice had occurred.58 Tobie Gene Levingston of the East Bay
Dragons MC, Sonny Barger, and other authors, however, wrote that such stories were
falsifications manufactured for political reasons.59
The imagined potential for friction between African Americans and riders in the late
1960s was reflected in the cinematography of the period. Black individuals fight against white
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³ELNHUJDQJV´LQShanty Tramp and in Savages From Hell, two films directed by Joseph G.
Prieto in 1968. Two motorcycle gangs, one white and the other black, fight each other in
AntKRQ\0/DQ]D¶V The Glory Stompers released in 1967, The Black Angels directed by
Laurence Merrick in 1970, and again in 1974 when Matt Cimber directed The Black Six.60 In
Easy Rider, the now classic 1969 film produced by Peter Fonda and Terry Southern, an African
American man appears in the streets of New Orleans during Mardi Gras. The biker character
Billy and the Black man accidentally bump into each other on a crowded sidewalk as they are
walking in opposite directions. They stop and look at each other apprehensively for a couple of
seconds, then continue on their respective trajectories. Although the scene was very brief, Easy
Rider is worth mentioning because, at the time this Cannes award-winning film was released, it
played in theaters for over a year and was influential both within motorcycling culture and in
LWVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI³ELNHUV´IRUGRPLQDQWVRFLHW\61
By the early 1970s commercial and other special interests in forty-nine states were able
to enact mandatory helmet laws, much to the chagrin of motorcyclists. In response to the
enforcement of these new state laws and what was believed to be increasing levels of police
brutality and other forms of harassment, the younger bikers became politicized. By the early
1980s, if not earlier, riders of cRORUZHUHLQYROYHGLQWKHVWUXJJOHIRUELNHUV¶ULJKWVWKURXJKWKH
ABATE organizations and other regional motorcyclist rights organizations (MROs). For
example, when I became involved as a member of the movement in 1982 in Santa Cruz,
California, motorcyclists of several ethnicities were politically active in my Modified
Motorcycle Association (MMA) district including African American riders. (The MMA was
similar to ABATE with the same goals but more hierarchical and was organized according to
legislative diVWULFWVLQVWHDGRI³FKDSWHUV´
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Plate 10. 'HQQLV³%LJ'´:DWVRQ3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI$%$7(RI1HZ0H[LFR

$%$7(RI1HZ0H[LFR¶V3ROLWLFDO$FWLRQ&RRUGLQDWRUZDVDQ$IULFDQ$PHULFDQELNHU
QDPHG'HQQLV³%LJ'´:DWVRQ8QGHUWKHOHDGHUVKLSRI:DWVRQ1HZ0H[LFDQULGHUVZHUH
able to not only repeal the state helmet law but also prevent or repeal several local helmet
ordinances, abolish the state handlebar height law, revise the Sunland Park Helmet Ordinance
to align with state law and an age restriction (with assistance from the New Mexico
Motorcyclist Rights Organization and the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association), and change
the Albuquerque Noise Ordinance. In the 1990s, Watson also became an activist in the New
Mexico Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs, one of the new confederations that made up a
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JURZLQJFRDOLWLRQZKRVHSULPDU\SXUSRVHZDVWRVWUXJJOHIRUPRWRUF\FOLVWV¶ULJKWVLQWKHFRXUW
systems of America and the world.
In the Lone Star State, the chair of the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association from the
time it formed in 1994 through today was Sputnik (formerly, Herald Strain), a Cherokee Indian
originally from Oklahoma (whose name was legally changed). From the 1970s through the
µVELNHUVRIPDQ\HWKQLFLWLHVDQGUDFHVEHFDPHSROLWLFDOO\DFWLYHRXWRIDFROOHFWLYHO\
perceived necessity. They sought to defend their right to ride in an unencumbered manner.62
However, most new African American motorcyclists after the helmet laws were
RYHUWXUQHGZHUHDSDWKHWLFDQGDSROLWLFDOLQUHODWLRQWRULGHUV¶ULJKWV$OWKRXJKZHOFRPHLQWKH
post-countercuOWXUDOELNHUV¶ULJKWVPRYHPHQW%ODFNPRWRUF\FOLVWVLQVRPHUHJLRQVWHQGHGWR
not join. Whether a perception of racism existed within, or in relation to, the MROs cannot be
determined without perusal of more sources, particularly more interviews with senior
motorcyclists of color who are willing to serve as native consultants. If any apathy by riders of
color concerning their rights existed, it could certainly be viewed in the context of a larger lack
of concern among the more recent casual recreational motorcyclists as a demographic group.
Membership after the 1970s declined and, by the end of the century, only thirteen percent of
$PHULFD¶VWHQPLOOLRQULGHUVZHUHLQYROYHGLQDQ05263
Some African American patch-holding, male-oriented, clubs that fit the AM$¶V
VWHUHRW\SHRIWKH³RXWODZ´HOHPHQWVWD\HGRXWRIERWKWKH$0$ ZKLFKH[FOXGHGWKHP DQGWKH
new ABATE organizations (which welcomed them64). Although One Percenters and patchholding club members and their leaders agreed with the ABATE political agenda and realized
that they were benefiting from such victories, in some states and localities they felt that the
ABATEs and other non-club MROs would be more effective if they²as patch holding club
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members²stay away. The chief concern within the clubs at the time was that larger societal
denigration of patch-holding clubs was so prevalent that their mere presence among the
independent MRO motorcyclists would negatively influence their political effectiveness. 65
Thus, club bikers located prejudice not within the community of motorcyclists but within
larger society and among the non-riding politicians that the ABATEs were forced to deal with.

Productions of Power-knowledge and Control
Governmental agencies noticed such apparent divisions within the world of
motorcycling as the clubs and the MROs sometimes tended to stay away from each other.
Some of the agencies failed to understand such cleavages but wrote and published documents
about differences among groups of motorcyclists. Peace officers, state officials, and federal
DJHQWVRIWKHVWKURXJKWKHµVZURWHDUWLFOHVSDPSKOHWVRURWKHUGRFXPHQWV66 After
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, many of these new discourses appear to have deployed
the category of race in the interests of power-knowledge and control over riders.
&DOLIRUQLD$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO7KRPDV/\QFK¶V0DUFKUHSRUWRQWKH³+HOO¶V
$QJHOV0RWRUF\FOH&OXEV´XVHGWKHFDWHJRU\RIUDFHVHOHFWLYHO\LQRUGHUWRSRUWUD\DIHZ
racially integrated, but predominantly white motorcycle clubs as not only criminals but racists.
Twenty-six specific, petty criminal incidents were briefly described, including two that
apparently involved African American people as victims. One of the two incidents did not
appear to be racially motivated. Accordingly, five assumedly white bikers ran into a liquor
store to steal some beer and wine, and an African American customer was in their pathway as
they sprinted out. The report stated that one of the runners punched the customer in the face
when he had gotten into their way, before they ran out with the beverages.67 Analyzing the
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report, it seems that the runner would have punched out any man that stood in his way,
regardless of race. After all, the apparent object was to quickly and successfully steal the
booze.
The other incident, however, most definitely involved questions of race, ethnicity, and
identity. A large group of motorcyclists rode into a gas station parking lot. One male rider,
having assumed that a young African American female sitting in a car was Hispanic, tried to
talk to her in Spanish. The driver of the car, along with the woman passenger, drove away from
the gas station. The bikers apparently chased the car down and damaged it while one attempted
to pull the woman out of the car. Some citizens arrested two of the riders who were
subsequently convicted.68
Governmental agency reports released from the early 1970s through the 1980s seem to
have conflicted with other evidence in reference to patch-holding club racial and ethnic
characteristics. A 1973 California Department of Justice profile claimed that the Hessians MC
DQGWKH+$0&ZHUHERWKHVVHQWLDOO\ZKLWH³7KH+HVVLDQVDSSHDUWRUHFUXLWRQO\ZKLWH
members, while the Hells Angels apparently admit small numbers of Mexican-$PHULFDQV´69
Although the DXWKRUTXDOLILHGWKHVWDWHPHQWZLWKSKUDVHVVXFKDV³DSSHDUWR´DQG³DSSDUHQWO\´
LWVHHPVVWUDQJHDQGPLVOHDGLQJWRRYHUORRNWKH+$0&¶V&KLQHVH$PHULFDQDQG-HZLVK
members.70 In contrast, a 1986 article by Agent Phillip McGuire, which appeared in The
National Sheriff Magazine and was subsequently republished by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, claimed that all patch-holding clubs were exclusively white, except for
WKH%ODFNFOXEV$FFRUGLQJO\³2>XWDZ@0>RWRUF\FOH@*>DQJ@¶V>VLF@DOORZRQO\ZKLte male
membership, which is in keeping with their strong white supremacy philosophy. There does
H[LVWKRZHYHUDOOEODFN20*¶V$OWKRXJKVPDOOLQQXPEHUWKH\DUHHTXDOO\DVYLROHQWDQG
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LQYROYHGLQFULPLQDODFWLYLW\DVWKHLUZKLWHFRXQWHUSDUWV´0F*XLUHwrote that all patch-holding
clubs were exclusively white, except for the Black clubs.71
Such a claim for organizational racial exclusivity raises more questions concerning
UDFH2QHPD\ZRQGHUZKDWKDSSHQHGWR+$0&¶V0H[LFDQ$PHULFDQPHPEHUVWKDW,KDG
obVHUYHGVRPDQ\WLPHVSUHYLRXVWRWKHUHSRUW¶VSXEOLFDWLRQ QRWWRPHQWLRQLWVRWKHUUDFLDODQG
ethnic minority members that were previously ignored). Such unresolved differences in
descriptions of racial demographics between the California Justice Department and ATF
reports existed that one wonders which one is correct. Nonetheless, all of the government
reports issued after passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act were consistent in that whenever they
mentioned race they portrayed motorcycle clubs as racist organizations while marginalizing
and criminalizing motorcyclists as a social group.
The McGuire report also conflicted with a 1983 anthropological study by Columbus B.
+RSSHUDQG-RKQQ\³%LJ-RKQ´0RRUHZKHQFRQVLGHULQJWKHTXHVWLRQRIZKHWKHUUDFLDO
philosophies existed within such clubs. The scholarly work stated that they did not while the
ATF one claimed otherwise.72 According to Hopper and Moore, the patch-holding clubs
LQDSSURSULDWHO\FDOOHG³JDQJV´LQWKHDUWLFOH ZHUHUDFLDOO\VHJUHJDWHGEXWFXOWXUDOly identical.
³7KHUHDUHEODFNJDQJVZKLWHJDQJVDQG0H[LFDQDQGRWKHU6SDQLVK-speaking gangs.
Although race does not appear to be important as a creed or philosophical orientation to them,
YLUWXDOO\DOORIWKHFOXEVDUHUDFLDOO\XQPL[HG´7KHDUWLFOHZHnt on to describe the various
motorcycle clubs throughout the United States including the Dirty Dozen MC of Arizona, the
Bandidos MC of Texas, and the Mongols MC of Southern California. Mores, norms, rituals,
and other anthropological aspects of clothing, motorcycles, symbolism, and linguistics were
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described. They concluded that the subculture combined rebel and separatist values and
lifeways.73
While the Hopper and Moore article is insightful and accurate in some respects, the
claims concerning race perhaps should have been more completely researched. They made a
case for segregation within some clubs where it did not exist. These clubs, at the time of their
study, had in fact been racially integrated for many years previously, from the HAMC (since
the mid-1950s) to the Bandidos MC (1966, immediately when J. W. Rock cofounded it) and
the Mongols MC. The MCs reflected the racial demographics of motorcyclists riding in their
respective areas. Most Bandidos MC members in the border zone were from tejano or
mexicano families while few members were of other ethnic backgrounds. Of these three clubs
in particular, it is likely that only the Mongols MC had African American members at that
time, however. A high proportion of African Americans in the general population of Los
Angeles resulted in a high number of Black bikers in Southern California and representation in
the Mongols MC and other clubs.74
The McGuire report went even further than previous documents of the criminal justice
genre by advocating a prescribed plan of action to destroy organizations of motorcyclists. He
ZURWHWKDWPRWRUF\FOHFOXEV³VKRXOGEHMXGJHGRQWKHEDVLVRIWKHLUPHPEHUVKLS´DQG
DGYRFDWHGWKHHUDGLFDWLRQRIWKHFOXEVYLD³WKHDWWDFNRQWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ´³SHUIHFWHG>LH
constructed] violDWLRQVRI«VWDWXWHV´DQGWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRIPXOWL-agency gang task forces.75
7KHDUWLFOH¶VWRQHZDVGHVLJQHGWRLQFLWHDVSHFLILFUDQJHRIUHVSRQVHVIURPWKH SROLFH
SURIHVVLRQDORUEXUHDXFUDWLF UHDGHU2QHUHDGVWKDW³$PHULFDQPRWRUF\FOLVWV«ZLOOQHYHU
cRQIRUPWRWKHODZVDQGPRUDOVRIVRFLHW\«7KH\KDYHDWRWDOGLVUHJDUGIRUKXPDQGLJQLW\
DQGWKHULJKWVRIRWKHUV´7KHDXWKRUXUJHGWKHFRRSHUDWLRQDQGGHSOR\PHQWRI³ODZ
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HQIRUFHPHQW´WHDPVPDGHXSRIDFRPELQDWLRQRIVWDWHORFDODQGIHGHUDOSHUVRQQHO
0F*XLUH¶VDUWLFOHFRQWUDGLFWHGSUHYLRXVJRYHUQPHQWDOSROLF\DQGSXEOLFDWLRQVDVZHOODVQRQgovernmental sources.76

Ethnic and Racial Complexity
In contrast to deficient government reports and Hollywood B-grade movies, which
were based on the brief observations or vivid imaginations of outsiders, the realities of race in
Borderlands clubs were much more complex. In El Paso between the 1940s and the twentyfirst century, where fewer than five percent of the residents were African American, one of the
members of the 74s was Black as were two members of the predominantly Mexican American,
multi-ethnic El Paso chapter of the Iron Horses, formed in 1978. The three men were soldiers
stationed at Fort Bliss who owned motorcycles.77
More African American bikers lived in Southern California than in El Paso. They were
members and founders of clubs such as Brothers of the Sun, the Chosen Few MC, Divided
Times, the Deuces, LA Rattlers, the Rare Breed, and the Rising Sons. While most of these
were exclusively male, at least one²the Rattlers²accepted women as members. By 1957, the
top four Black Los Angeles clubs were the Buffalo Riders, the L.A. Devils, the Eagles, and
Star Riders.78
Along the Coast, new clubs of the late 1940s and 1950s formed into several different
racially significant patterns. Some, like the East Bay Dragons MC (established in 1959), were
all Black. Others, like the Devils (1957, changing its name to the Defiant Ones in 1959), were
ZKDWVRFLHW\FDOOHGD³PL[HG´FOXEWKH\ZHUHLQWHJUDWHG6RPHVR-calleG³%ODFN´FOXEVOLNH
WKH&KRVHQ)HZ0& IRXQGHGE\/LRQHO5LFNVLQ ZHUHDFWXDOO\³PL[HG´DQGFRPSRVHG
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of various chapters, each of which was either all-Black, all-White, or integrated. The Chosen
Few MC also had members that were of Asian and Hispanic ethnicities and sometimes boasted
nearly 2,000 members with fifteen chapters throughout the Borderlands. Most of them were
Californian with two chapters in Texas, one in Arizona, and a few members in other areas.79
2WKHU³:KLWH´FOXEVLQFOXGHGQRQ-white members.
It is difficult to quantify racial demographics because members and leaders of most
groups²including all-IHPDOH³%ODFN´FOXEVVXFKDV(PRWLRQV0HQ¶V&KRLFH0RVW:DQWHG
Pure Honeys, and Pure Passion²tended to resist being questioned or studied.80 No racial
demographic statistics for motorcyclists appeared in the U.S. Census records or any other
JRYHUQPHQWDORUUHVHDUFKGRFXPHQWV0RUHRYHUELNHUVZHUHQRW³VXEMHFW´WRDFDGHPLF
research until very recently.
If I may rely solely on anecdotal and other non-quantitative data as well as my
interpretation and application of the sources perused, I would venture to make two statements
regarding the racial or ethnic makeup of riders in the Greater Borderlands. First, it is probably
safe to say that most, if not all, motorcyclists here before the Mexican Revolution and World
:DU,ZHUHLQGLYLGXDOVWKDWFRXOGEHFDOOHG³ZKLWH´RU³$QJOR´7KHUHDOLW\RIH[FOXVLYHO\
white bikers changed during or after the military conflicts of the 1910s and is symbolized by
the well-known photo of Francisco Villa appearing to mount an Indian Moto Cycle as well as
XUEDQOHJHQGVLQ0p[LFRFRQFHUQLQJ*HQHUDO9LOOD¶VPRWRUF\FOHEULJDGH81
Secondly, after World War II when bikes became cheaper the class, ethnic and racial
makeup of club and non-affiliated riders in the Borderlands seems to have reflected the
demographic realities of their respective cities and larger communities as bikes became more
affordable. It is, therefore, probably accurate to say that, for much of the century, the class and
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racial diversity of clubs and chapters reflected the class, racial and ethnic makeup of their
respective non-riding cities and communities where they lived and worked. Inevitably, groups
drew their members from the larger populace that they were part of.82
Friendships and brotherhood between individuals were both interclub and interracial.
Although few testimonials addressing race relations between the clubs exist, the ones that are
available indicate the existence of solidarity primarily based on a brotherhood of motorcycling
rather than of ethnicity or race. Heavy Evans, founding member of the Soul Brothers MC, said
that he:
Started riding in East Bay in 1955. Started riding with Frisco Angels as a friend in
1955; Frank Sadilek was the President, and we was all out of the Rattlers then. Road
&DSWDLQRI5DWWOHUVVR\RXNQRZ,¶YHEHHQDVWUHHWUDFHU«,ORYHGUDJUDFLQJLQWKH
streets.83
Thus, groups of riders were able to ignore or overcome any differences of race or ethnicity that
would have bedeviled non-riders. According to Evans:
,VWDUWHGWKH6RXO%URWKHUVLQDVDPL[HGFOXE,NQRZLWZDVQ¶WWKHFRORURIWKH
VNLQLW¶VZKDW¶VLQWKHKHDUW$QG,JRWHLJKWFKDSWHUV$QGZHDOOGRZQIRUIXQ\RX
know. Everybody knows me throughout thH%D\$UHD/RV$QJHOHV,¶PD&DOLIRUQLD
ER\HYHU\ERG\NQRZVPHWKURXJKRXW3KRHQL[\HDK«84
Such trans-ethnic, trans-racial relationships are perhaps best represented by that of
7RELH*HQH/HYLQJVWRQ3UHVLGHQWRIWKH(DVW%D\'UDJRQV0&DQG5DOSK³6RQQ\´%DUJHU
former President of the HAMC Oakland Chapter, who have been friends since the early 1950s
and have promised each other, since they have been around for so long, to serve as a pall
bearer to whichever one of the two shall die first. According to Levingston:
,¶YHEHHQLQUHODWLRQZLWK6RQQ\%DUJHUVLQFH,JXHVVEHIRUHKHHYHQMRLQHGWKH$QJHOV
and we used to drink coffee sometimes, back there on 23rd Avenue in Oakland. And we
sort of kept that relationship going on for years. And like I told him, one time at our
twenty-fifth anniversary, that if I happen to pass before he does, I want him to be a
SDOOEHDUHUDWP\IXQHUDO$QGKHVDLG³:HOO7RELH,ZDQWWRGRWKHVDPHWKLQJ:HOO
like if I pass before you, I want you to be one of mine, because we have been around
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IRUWRRORQJ\RXNQRZ´$QG,VDLG\HDK«:e have a lot of good relationships with
the Angels. You know, we get along real good with each other in Oakland and
HYHU\ZKHUHHOVHZHJR«´85
Barger subsequently wrote the foreword for LevingsWRQ¶VERRN7KH\ERWKHPSKDVL]HGWKDW
race made no difference within the motorcycling community and that the urban legends about
racism among bikers were lies.86
It appears that clubs were intimately related to each other²regardless of race²also
through muWXDOVXSSRUWRIHDFKRWKHU¶VGDQFHVSDUWLHVRUHYHQWVDQGDFRPSOH[EDUWHULQJ
system for motorcycle repair parts. Members of different clubs and racial groups committed
bold acts of political solidarity with each other such as the time when Barger, fourteen other
Hells Angels, and three of their wives were tried and acquitted of federal RICO charges. One
day during the nine-month trial, the judge advised Barger to start acting like a defendant.
Barger answered that he would start acting like a defendant when the judge starts acting like a
MXGJHDQGWKHGLVWULFWDWWRUQH\VWDUWVDFWLQJOLNHDGLVWULFWDWWRUQH\³8QWLOWKHQIXFN\RX´7KH
sound of someone in the audience clapping was heard, upon which the judge demanded to
know who clapped. A member of the East Bay Dragons MC, who was an amputee with one
arm, raised his only hand.87
More recently, in the early twenty-first century the Ruff Ryders, a mostly Black sport
bike riding association sponsored by a commercial corporation, continued this tradition of
solidarity. They hosted high-speed poker runs out of the San Fernando Valley near Los
Angeles and joined the El Paso Coalition of Motorcyclists and the West Texas Confederation
of Clubs. The Ruff Ryders were one of three predominantly African American clubs in those
two social and political organizations. Organized Chaos, another sport bike club and the
Buffalo Soldiers MC, a Black veterans club, also became involved. The people who created
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such history and were part of the riding culture largely rejected non-biker societal racial
notions, demonstrating a sharp contrast to governmental and other discourses. Nongovernmental, non-Hollywood sources and participant observations provide little basis for the
concept that motorcycle riders were racists.88

Racism and the Question of Whiteness Theory
In her 2001 book Bike Lust: Harleys, Women, and American Society, anthropologist
Barbara Joans emphasizes that each woman who rides must forge her own identity and her own
definition of femininity.89 Joans also points out WKDWPDQ\GHILQLWLRQVRI³UDFLVP´H[LVW90 She
quotes Bradley, an African American motorcyclist who said:
Race tells you where you can and cannot go in this country. When I ride, there are a lot
RISODFHVDVDEODFNPDQ,GRQRWZDQWWRJR«%XWHYHQZKHQZe travel together, we
are treated differently [by non-riders].91
Joans defines racism in terms of exclusion, separation, and the distrust and prejudice that
results from being separate. However, Joans also claims that racism was present in the (Bay
Area) motorcycling community (the place where she conducted most of her field research) to
the same extent that it existed in larger society.92
Bike Lust is a recent publication based on the anthropological method of participant
observation in which the researcher immerses herself within the subject culture for a certain
amount of time. Ethnology and cultural anthropology employ effective methods of study that
are tremendously valuable in the quest for knowledge about cultures and lifeways. In
combination with traditional historical methodology, including the critical examination, study,
and problematization of archival, governmental and other documents, much may be learned
about race and marginalization. The degree of racism in the Bay Area and in other parts of
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California, as well as government agency race-related documents in their historic contexts,
may also be reconstructed and analyzed using information gleaned from these records. Old
documents are outside the normal scope of anthropology and ethnological or anthropological
works have not traditionally included them in their methodologies. Moreover, anthropology
often tends to focus on the present while the documents of historical researchers are often
found in dusty old places that tell us a biased interpretation of past worlds that no longer exist.
There is no right or wrong there; there are only differences among disciplines that may help to
illuminate a topic better.
In his 1994 text Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class, Robin D.
G. Kelley concludes that politics needs to be redefined according to the ways in which ordinary
poor people did things in everyday life, rather than why a few other people were involved in
movements, elections, or other such processes. Borrowing from the theories of W. E. B. Du
Bois and David Roediger, Kelley defines racism in terms of white blue-collar workers who had
a psychological need to feel superior to others.93 One may add that it was a bizarre and
unhealthy psychological need that was satisfied through the embrace and (ab)use of invidious
discriminatory practices. Power structures and regimes may have been both institutionally and
individually racist if they were directed or operated by individuals, policies, or operating
procedures that practiced invidious discrimination.
In further consideration of categories of race, ethnicity, identities, and degrees of
LQWHJUDWLRQLQWKHZRUOGRIPRWRUF\FOLQJWKHTXHVWLRQRIZKHWKHU³ZKLWH´ELNHUVDVDJURXSORVW
some of the privileges of whiteness the moment when they first threw a leg over the saddle
VKRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHG,QKLVFODVVLFDUWLFOH³7KH:KLWH1HJUR 6XSHUILFLDO5HIOHFWLRQVRQ
WKH+LSVWHU ´1RUPDQ0DLOHUFRQFOXGHGWKDWVRPH\RXQJZKLWHPHQDGRSWHGZKDWWKH\
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believed to be the culture, language, aQGPXVLFRI$IULFDQ$PHULFDLQWKHLUTXHVWWREH³FRRO´
DQG³KLS´94 Mailer was a journalist who became famous for his unconventional critical views
of American society. Forty years later, Neil Foley published The White Scourge: Mexicans,
Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture, an academic work in the school of historical
whiteness studies founded by David Roediger. Foley describes how South-central Texas from
the turn of the twentieth century until the 1930s was an ethnic, racial, and gendered
borderlands between the U.S. Southern states, the U.S. Southwest, and México. Racial
constructs were malleable and complex.
)ROH\¶VFRQFOXVLRQLVWKDWZKLWHZDVQRWVHHQDVSULYLOHJHGUDWKHULWZDVYLHZHGDV
normative. Whiteness conveyed and provided privilege. He argues that while African
American and Mexican field workers in the Texas hill country sought socially recognized
whiteness, poor white field workers were in danger of losing the same in the eyes of white
elites. According to the author, ethnically Mexican people had long since been racialized as
³QRQZKLWHV´)XUWKHU0H[LFDQLPPLJUDWLRQUHQGHUHGWKHWUDGLWLRQDOEODFN-white dichotomy
inadequate. Foley writes that people who self-LGHQWLILHGDV³SXUHEORRG´ZKLWHSHRSOHYLHZHG
³0H[LFDQ´DVDPRQJUHOL]HG breed polluted by Indian blood. Meanwhile, the whiteness of
downwardly mobile Anglo tenants was questioned while Mexican and Mexican American
individuals attempted to claim whiteness in the pursuit of upward mobility. Elite white
landholders called the whiteness of tenant farmers into question denigrating, dismissing and
PDUJLQDOL]LQJWKHPDV³ZKLWHURDGWUDVK´RUWKHZKLWH³VFRXUJH´7KH\FRQVWUXFWHGWKDW
PDUJLQDOZKLWHQHVVDVD³VFRXUJH´95
Similarly, residents of Namiquipa, Chihuahua had earlier attained whiteness in the eyes
RI0H[LFDQVRFLHW\E\KXQWLQJ$SDFKHSHRSOHIRUVFDOSVDFFRUGLQJWR$QD0DUtD$ORQVR¶V
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1995 text 7KUHDGRI%ORRG&RORQLDOLVP5HYROXWLRQDQG*HQGHURQ0H[LFR¶V1RUWKHUQ
Frontier. During the Porfirian period, however, they lost recognition of that whiteness when
FDSLWDOLVWLQWHUHVWVGLVSODFHGWKHP$ORQVR¶VPDLQWKHVLVLVWKDWWKH3RUILULDQVWDWHFUHDWHGD
particular set of gendered identities and thus created community problems related to violence
and unjust gender relations. The state restricted personal autonomy in the northern frontier
areas of México and, by producing so many revolutionaries that were compelled to avenge
their sisters and mothers, created the Mexican Revolution. The author argues that this unjust
gendered distinction was unique to the northern areas of the country.96
2WKHUVFKRODUVWKDWGHVFULEHXQLTXHDVSHFWVRIWKHERUGHU]RQH¶VGLIIHUHQFHVLQFOXGH
David E. Lorey, author of The U.S.-Mexican Border in the Twentieth Century: A History of
Economic and Social Transformation. His conclusion is that the economics of the border zone,
in which an industrialized nation interacted with a developing country, and its rich culture,
which was neither Mexican nor North American, were unique in the world and entirely new. In
rHIHUHQFHWRUDFHDQGHWKQLFLW\/RUH\ZULWHV³7KHERUGHUVRFLHW\WKDWKDVHPHUJHGRYHUWLPH
as a result of massive population relocations is distinct from that of either the United States or
Mexico; it is both an amalgam of the two and something entirely GLIIHUHQWIURPHLWKHU´97
In consideration of whether whiteness theory is applicable to motorcycling in the
Greater Borderlands, it seems unlikely that bikers socially lost any whiteness by riding a
motorcycle. The proposition that non-riders viewed bikers as being less white as a result of
their riding of motorcycles cannot be proven. A more plausible argument may be that they lost
their human-ness in the eyes of non-riders during the times when they mounted the machine
thus becoming somewhat unrecognizable in terms of phenotypic distinctions or even human
resemblance. The donning of riding goggles, riding gear, and (especially) helmets caused riders
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to appear almost insect-like and perhaps made it easy to dehumanize and disrespect them out
on the road. Such riding gear was somewhat similar to that of snow skiers, whitewater rafters,
or other outdoors enthusiasts. Perhaps the only significant difference between these groups is
that motorcyclists practiced their sport in heavily populated public spaces that were dominated
by significant numbers of non-riders that were forced to see the bikers in front of them. Riders
may not have lost whiteness; rather, they gained marginality. Biker culture was a marginalized
subculture.
Road riding gear blurred color boundaries because of not only its tendency to obscure
LGHQWLW\EXWWKHUHDOLW\RIWKHULGLQJFRPPXQLW\¶VGLYHUVHPHPEHUVKLSAlthough post-war biker
culture was racially and ethnically integrated in the Borderlands and closely connected to that
RI³KLSVWHUV´DQd beats and then the West Coast counterculture of the 1960s, they did not
socially lose whiteness. By operating motorcycles (whether in a pack or solo), motorcyclists of
DOOEDFNJURXQGVZHUHGLVPLVVHGDV³VFRUFKHUV´RU³VFRRWHUWUDVK´ZKHWKHUWKH\URGHLQAustin,
Yuma, or Oakland. Racial constructs in northern México were even more complex and
additional research should be completed before attempting to describe them historically,
though one may expect that riding a motorcycle probably did not affect racial or ethnic
identities.

State Gang Statutes, Race, Transportation, and Resistance
Governmental documents making claims about rider racial demographics and activities
were flawed and did not reflect historical reality very accurately. The malignant legacy of
racism, combined with an increasingly complex Foucauldian power structural proliferation of
power-knowledge (mentioned further in the conclusion of this dissertation), meant that Black
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and other marginalized bikers would face more socio-legal challenges. For example, the State
of Arizona enacted perhaps the strongest anti-gang law in the United States in 1994. The
OHJLVODWLRQKDGEHFRPHSROLWLFDOO\IHDVLEOHEHFDXVHRI3KRHQL[¶VSUR[LPLW\WR/RV$QJHOHVRQ
the I-10 corridor and an imagined threat to its public safety.98
7KHVWDWH¶VQHZVWDWXWHZDVZULWWHQLQVXFKDVXEMHFWLYHPDQQHUWKDWSUDFWLFDOO\DQ\
person within the geographical boundaries of Arizona could theoretically be identified as a
gang member. According to the code:
³&ULPLQDO6WUHHW*DQJ0HPEHU´PHDQVDQLQGLYLGXDOWRZKRPWZRRIWKHIROORZLQJ
seven criteria that indicate street gang membership apply: (a) Self-proclamation. (b)
Witness testimony or official statement. (c) Written or electronic correspondence. (d)
Paraphernalia or photographs. (e) Tattoos. (f) Clothing or colors. (g) Any other indicia
of street gang membership.99
Legal and other professionals knew that most of these seven criteria consisted of undefined,
ambiguous words. In addition to the fact that many people had tattoos during the 1990s, criteria
(c), (d) and (f), also, were meaningless enough to implicate most people. Moreover, criterion
J ZDVD³FDWFKDOO´SKUDVHSRWHQWLDOO\DSSOLFDEOHWRDQ\RQH
The Arizona statute was subsequently applied to Mexican American low riders, bikers,
and other groups. It allowed the state to apply for large federal block grants that transformed
the streets of Arizona. Officers assigned to the newly-formed Gang Intelligence Tactical
(QIRUFHPHQW0LVVLRQ *,7(0 LQ)ODJVWDIIUHIHUUHGWRLWDV³The 6WDWXWH´DQGNHSWFRSLHVRILW
readily available for reference. All the officer in the field needed was two out of seven criteria
to apply the gang law.100
California also had gang squads.101 As Tobie Gene Levingston, President of the East
Bay Dragons MC, mentioned:
:HXVHGWRJRXSLQWKHKLOOV«ZD\XSLQWKHKLOOVDQGKDYHDSLFQLF$QGDOORID
VXGGHQRXUELNHUVWKH\¶GVD\³%XW7RELHZK\LQWKHKHFNGRZHJRXSLQWKHUHDQG
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KDVVOHZLWKWKHSROLFHDQGJRXSLQWKHUHLQULFKSHRSOH¶VQHLJKERUKRRGKDYe all kinds
RIKHOLFRSWHUVDQGSROLFHDQGIO\LQJRYHUXV«/HW¶VMXVWGRLWGRZQKHUHLQ>³<7RZQ´@6RODVW\HDUZHZHQWWR>³<-7RZQ´@$QGWKLV\HDUZH¶UHJRLQJEDFNWKHUHDQG
LW¶VJRLQJWREHDKHOORIDSLFQLF«102
The East Bay Dragons MC moved their annual event to an area where the residents were
predominantly ethnic and racial minorities. Thus, gang task forces affected the venues of
African American bikers.
While such institutional marginalization does not account for the existence of a separate
Black biker culture, riders of many racial and ethnic identities in the 1990s responded to such
trends by forming into larger political and legal coalitions that became international in scope.
Such groups met together annually at conventions in various cities³+HDY\´(YDQVDWWHQGLQJ
the NCOM / ICOM convention, summed up the feeling of many riders:
7KLVLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW¶VJUHDW,¶YHDOZD\VZDQWHGDQGEXWQHYHUWKRXJKW,¶GHYHUOLYH
WRVHHVRPHWKLQJOLNHWKLV«6R,WKLQNWKLVLVWKHILUVWVWHSRIVXFFHVVof motorcycle
ULGHUV«7KLVLVVRPHWKLQJWKH\QHYHUWKRXJKWZRXOGHYHUKDSSHQWKDWZHZRXOGGR
this. Because that was the same when they said a mixed club would never work. And I
PDGHLWZRUNµFDXVH,KDGWKHELJJHVWPL[HGFOXELQ1RUWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLD$QGLW¶VQRW
WKHFRORURIDSHUVRQ¶VVNLQLW¶VZKDW¶VLQWKHKHDUW(YHU\ERG\¶VVRPHERG\\RXNQRZ
$QGWKDWZHGR:HGRQ¶WJLYHQRQHZHGRQ¶WWDNHQRQH\RXNQRZ6R,GRQ¶WNQRZ
no other way that could make me feel any better, than to see all these patch-KROGHUV«
to see all bikers together.103
Impressions of interracial solidarity, empowerment, and support as expressed by Evans
and other Black bikers seem somewhat romanticized. Race and ethnicity in the motorcycling
community was certainly more complex than idealistic hopes based on any practice of color
blindness. Even so, bikers attending a major MRO convention and interacting with other
motorcyclists from around the world would have probably experienced a strong sense of
transnational community, if nothing else.
,QWKHVELNHUV¶ULJKWVFRQYHQWLRQVFRQYHQHGLQ3KRHQL[3UHVFRWW$OEXTXHUTXH
Houston, Los Angeles, and other Greater Borderlands cities. Local groups such as the West
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Texas Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs participated in such events by sending local
interclub delegations to NCOM / ICOM annually while other groups such as ABATE sent
delegations consisting of its members who had volunteered to attend. While some attended one
RUWZR\HDUVRQO\RWKHUVVXFKDV'HQQLV³%LJ'´:DWVRQZHre regular participants and Watson
was eventually elected to the NCOM board of directors. Of course, one needed to be free from
occupational obligations and tremendous personal financial difficulties in order to attend a
convention in a distant city for four days and many who desired to do so were not able to go.
African Americans rode motorcycles throughout the Greater Borderlands for most of
the twentieth century. In the context of race and ethnicity, there were far more bikers of color
riding in the final decade of the century, compared to the period before the Great Depression.
Yet, for most of the century, the interracial and interethnic makeup of riders in many areas of
the West reflected the racial diversity of their respective communities. For example, some of
the people I have ridden with since becoming a rider in the 1970s were American Indian from
various places while many more were of other ethnic backgrounds. Since moving to the border
zone, however, most of my fellow travelers in the wind here have been ethnic Mexican bikers.
Motorcycling in the Borderlands seems to have been more racially and ethnically integrated
than was non-riding society. Borderlands motorcyclists integrated easily based on a common
set of values and pursuits. That does not mean that riding culture in the border zone was some
kind of colorblind utopia (or that such a world is even desirable) or that racism was absent and
a problem specific to other regions. Nonetheless, racism was perhaps more significant within
non-riding, outside society and power structures.104
Racialized riders were harassed by people and institutions from outside the biking
community for the entire time of study and to varying degrees. Such discrimination was
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perceived by riders to have been a manifestation of not only racism but also part of a larger,
systemic or institutional harassment of motorcyclists as a group. What the history of African
American people and of bikers in the Borderlands have in common is discrimination from
society. Whether riders of color were subject to a kind of double jeopardy, marginalized by
race and by their chosen mode of transportation, remains a matter of conjecture. More
comparative and quantitative research needs to be completed. Nonetheless, governmental
agencies engaged in discourses that constructed a particular view of Black and other
motorcyclists.
African American and other riders resisted a collectively perceived oppression levied
against themselves by riding in larger groups, joining MROs to engage political processes, and
forming coalitions with each other and with non-riding groups. Bikers failed to publish in order
to contest perceived misinformation, however. The size of riding groups and a collective
identity and sense of unity tended to become greater over the course of the twentieth century.
At the dawn of the twenty-first century, most borderlands bikers with more than a few
thousand miles under their belts believed that harassment, profiling, and invidious
discrimination existed. Increasingly complex formations of power-knowledge within and
among power centers were imagined to have potentially dire consequences for everyone living
north of the border. In the next chapter, let us look at examples of Foucauldian deployments of
sexuality and the accumulation of power-knowledge in relation to interactions between
motorcycling culture and mass cultural imagery as they influence each other over time.
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CHAPTER THREE
INTERACTIONS BETWEEN MYTHS AND REALITIES

In Border Matters: Remapping American Cultural Studies, José David Saldívar
describes a two thousand-mile zone in which cultures are both separated and united. After
deconstructing the music, literature, and other mass cultural media productions existing in such
SODFHVLQWHUPVRISRZHUUHODWLRQVKHFRQFOXGHVWKDWDOOHOHPHQWVRI$PHULFD¶VPXOWLSOH
borderland traditions need to be considered. He urges a corrective to the Turnerian discourse
that guided American cultural discourse along an east / west axis throughout the twentieth
FHQWXU\E\UHRULHQWLQJLWQRUWKE\VRXWKDQGSRLQWLQJWRZKDWKHFDOOV³PDWHULDOK\EULGLW\´1
This chapter looks at the historic development of Borderlands motorcycling culture
interacting with mythical representations over time. While Chapter One treated the category of
gender, this present chapter examines sexuality, sexual imagery, and processes of influence
between myth and realities. I seek to demonstrate how myths and realities of motorcycling
influenced and changed both fictive representations and actual riding culture, eventually
FXOPLQDWLQJLQWKHFU\VWDOOL]DWLRQRIWRGD\¶VGHILQLWLYHELNHUZRUOG,GRQRWVLPSO\SUHVHQW
fictitious portrayals of motorcyclists and expose that the biker mystique was primarily sexually
oriented and based upon negative images of male and female bikers. I do, however, seek to
establish that the mythic construct originated from two sets of historic realities, particularly
psycho-visual aspects of motorcycle design beginning at the turn of the twentieth century and
the sensual or therapeutic feel of the Harley-Davidson V-twin powered machine itself.
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$FRPSOH[SURFHVVWRRNSODFHHVSHFLDOO\GXULQJWKH¶VDQGµ¶VLQYROYLQJWKH
acquisition of power-knowledge via news stories, entertainment media and other productions
in a larger context of a McCarthyist Red Scare as biker imagery was reconstructed as
something resembling an alien Other. The chapter surveys the historic development of actual
motorcycling culture interacting with mythical representations and societal interaction during
the twentieth century emphasizing the half-century after a 1947 event known as the Hollister
Riot. The chapter deals with how mass media and other centers of power constructed images of
WKHHVVHQWLDOELNHUDVZKDW5RVV)XJOVDQJFDOOV³WKHQRW-a-citizen, regularly presented as
V\PEROVRIVH[XDOVRFLDODQGFULPLQDOGHYLDQFH´2 It also looks at the gullibility of non-riders
when viewing these images, rider cultural adaptation of such imagery, some results of an
emerging public fear of motorcyclists, and interactions between bikers, non-riders, and
subsequent printed, cinematic and other portrayals.

Hollister, Biker Myth, Elemental Sexuality, and Mystique
On Friday, July 4, 1947, Eddy Davenport, a non-motorcyclist, staggered out of
-RKQQ\¶V%DULQ+ROOLVWHU&DOLIRUQLD$QHZVSDSHUSKRWRJUDSKHUVWDQGLQJQHDUE\RQWKHVWUHHW
VSRWWHGKLPDQGVDLG³+HUH VMXVWWKHJX\ZHQHHGKH\KRZDERXW\RXVLWWLQJRQWKHUHVR we
FDQWDNH\RXUSLFWXUH"´$VDUHSRUWHUIURPWKHSan Francisco Chronicle helped Davenport²
who was still holding a beer²up into the saddle of a large V-twin motorcycle, the
SKRWRJUDSKHUKDQGHGKLPDQRWKHUERWWOH³+HUHKDYHDEHHU,¶P%DUQH\3HWHUVRQIUom the San
Francisco Chronicle and you, sir, have won first prize in our press competition: these brand
QHZJHQXLQHHQJLQHHUERRWV+HUHOHWPHKHOS\RXWU\WKHPRQ´
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$VWKHUHSRUWHUKHOGWKHLQHEULDWHG³ZLQQHU´VWHDGLO\LQWKHVDGGOH3HWHUVRQVOLSSHGthe
XVHGRYHUVL]HGERRWVRQWR'DYHQSRUW¶VIHHW:LWKWKHLUSKRWRJHQLFVXEMHFWSHUFKHG
precariously on the bike and a pile of empty beer bottles already scooped up under the wheels
WRFUHDWHWKHGHVLUHGHIIHFWWKHSKRWRJUDSKHUVDLG³<HVVLU/HW¶VWDNHVRPHSXEOLFLW\SLFWXUHV´
Several photos were taken, and an ordinary drunk became immortalized as the archetypical,
bad-ass biker, definitively promoting a negative image that would influence print and film
media, as well as popular culture and societal constructs, for the next fifty years through
today.3
Processes of interaction between mythical representations of imagined bikers and actual
motorcyclists did not start in Hollister, however. One may first consider the development of
what came to be called the ³+DUOH\P\VWLTXH´LQUHODWLRQWRWKHRUHWLFDOPRGHOVDQGWKHQORRNDW
VRPHRWKHUKLVWRULFH[DPSOHV$OWKRXJKWKHVFROORTXLDOWHUP³ELNHUP\VWLTXH´VLJQLILHGD
decades-old, socio-VH[XDOFRQVWUXFWLRQRIHVVHQWLDO³ELNHUV´DQG³F\FOHFKLFNV´WKDWZLOOEH
RXWOLQHGLQWKLVFKDSWHUWKHFRQFHSWQHHGVWREHH[SODLQHG³0\VWLTXH´LVWKHVDPHZRUGWKDW
DSSHDUVLQWKHWLWOHRI%HWW\)ULHGDQ¶VVHPLQDOZRUNThe Feminine Mystique. As
mentioned in Chapter One, gender roles in motorcycling had been socially reconstructed after
the world wars and²in some respects²they resembled earlier, Gilded Age modes of
domesticity. Feminine Mystique described an undesirable side effect of a social conformity
HQIRUFHPHQWSURFHVVWKDWSHUYDGHGVRFLHW\LQWKHV7KHZRUG³P\VWLTXH´DSSHDUHGLQWKH
title only, while the book explained it. Thus, the term was employed to define an oppressive,
denigrating state of non-living.4
In contrast, a 1993 promotional video by the Harley-Davidson Motor Company
employed well-known actors and musicians to narrate the history of its products in relation to
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SRSXODUFXOWXUH$FWRU-DPHV&DDQPHQWLRQHGD+DUOH\³P\VWLTXH´DVKHVORZO\PRXQWHGDODWH
model big V-twin Harley-Davidson and talked about visual features of the V-twin engine. He
also mentioned sensual elements²³KRZJUHDWLWIHHOVWRULGH´5
Caution is prudent when dealing with sources such as the commercial Harley film. The
ultimate purpose of the video was to sell vehicles and other products and, to that end, attractive
concepts are expected to be attributed to Harleys. Even so, socio-cultural history is constructed
by cultural documents such as the video, so they too must be examined. In Border Matters:
Remapping American Cultural Studies, José David Saldívar shows how popular culture was
LQIOXHQFHGE\PXVLFELOOERDUGVSRHWU\QRYHOVFKLOGUHQ¶VSLFWXUHERRNVWHOHYLVLRQVHULDOV
commercials, and other media. Often, such productions both effected and were influenced by,
popular culture.6
6LPLODUO\WKH0RWRU&RPSDQ\¶VYHUVLRQRIPDVVculture was a reflection of the actual
popular culture that evolved around riding, independent of whatever the company had
originally wanted its customers to do with their bikes. John Fiske, an anthropologist writes
about such phenomena in Understanding Popular Culture. Accordingly, interactive exchange
occurred between corporate-produced sets of cultural elements and popular cultural
FRGLILFDWLRQVRIDSURGXFW¶VDFWXDOPHDQLQJDIWHULWZDVSXUFKDVHGDYHUVLRQWKDWZDVEH\RQG
WKHSURGXFHU¶VFRQWURO+HFDOOVWKHRIILFLDOFRPPHUFLDOO\SURGXFHGYHUVLRQ³PDVVFXOWXUH´
DQGGUDZVDGLVWLQFWLRQEHWZHHQLWDQG³SRSXODUFXOWXUH´)LVNHFRQFOXGHVWKDWWKHWZR
continuously interacted with each other, forming new synthetic cultural formations.7
)LVNH¶VWKHRU\LVXVHIXOLQDQH[SODQDWLRQRIPRWRUF\FOLQJ¶VGHYHORSPHQWRYHUWKH
course of the twentieth century, particularly when considering post-World War II interactions
between Harley-Davidson and its customers. The video as a cultural production is therefore
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valuable to the extent that it indicated the existence of such a myth, that the mystique
originated decades ago, and that it included sexual elements. Insofar as his theory informs the
Harley-'DYLGVRQ0RWRU&RPSDQ\¶VYHUVLRQRIELNHUP\VWLTXHDQGWRWKHH[WHQWWKDW &DDQ¶V
corporate-sponsored, choreographed explanation matches up with other sources of information
about riders or rider imagery, that mystique must be taken seriously.8
In this chapter, one of my concerns is to demonstrate the historical existence of a
changing popular, non-riding societal myth about motorcycles and the people who rode them.
Examples of early non-VH[XDOLPDJHVRIPRWRUF\FOLQJPD\LQFOXGHVDQGµVUDGLR
sketches written by Robert Hughes, who featured a fictitious female police motor sergeant as
KLVSURWDJRQLVW7KHUHLVQRHYLGHQFHWKDWWKHVNHWFKHVHYHUDLUHG3HUKDSVWKH\ZHUHQRW³VH[\´
enough.9
Years later, gender roles were reconstructed and revised. By the late twentieth century,
sexuality was ascribed to the machine itself. In Outlaw Machine: Harley-Davidson and the
Search for the American Soul, Brock Yates described the mystique most adeptly and in a way
that most closely matched the realities of being a male biker riding a Harley. Accordingly,
Harley-Davidsons were ultimate nRQFRQIRUPLVWYHKLFOHV³WKXPSLQJEHDVWV>WKDWVHHPHG@
PHQDFLQJ´3V\FKRVH[XDODWWULEXWHVZHUHUHODWHGWRWKHYHKLFOHLWVHOI³'LGWKH\HPERG\
elemental sexuality? Of course they did, although before the appearance of Easyriders
magazine no one had dared to DGPLWLWLQSULQW´10 $FFRUGLQJWR<DWHVWKH³VXEWHUUDQHDQ
VRXQG´RIWKHPDFKLQHSHUVRQDOO\HPSRZHUHG\HWPDUJLQDOL]HGWKHRZQHUFKDQJLQJDSHUVRQ¶V
life even while many non-riders feared it and assigned imagined qualities to the biker.
Moreover, during WKH¶VDQGµ¶VQRQ-riding people thought that cycle clubs were cults
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that practice sexual initiation rituals. He wrote that non-bikers believed that biker parties and
rallies included sex orgies.11
Throughout the century, biker and non-biker oriented publications, media productions,
and other imagery reinforced myths of sexual potency and camp. An article on the comedy
page of Thunder Press at the end of the twentieth century parodied one of these recurring
VWHUHRW\SHVWKH³ELNHUFKLFN´DVDZLFNHGbut desirable sexual object. This particularly sexist
DUWLFOHUDLVHGWKHTXHVWLRQRIWKHRULJLQRIZRPHQPRWRUF\FOLVWV³><@RXEHJLQWRZRQGHUZKHUH
GRWKH\FRPHIURP7KH\¶UHQRWH[DFWO\EHLQJWXUQHGRXWE\(DVW&RDVWILQLVKLQJVFKRROV´$Q
accompanying, posed picture of a menacingly pale and gothic, bleached blonde-haired woman
wearing black leather chaps, boots, a tube top, and dark sunglasses illustrated the theme.
Sexual elements of the stereotype were reinforced through descriptions of stylized, sordid
HQFRXQWHUV³LQEDUVDQGLQWKHEDFNRI9:YDQV´UHPRYLQJ³OHDWKHUEUDV´DQGWKHDSSOLFDWLRQ
RI³YDULRXVRLOVDQGEXWWHUV´12

The V-twin and Sensuality0RWRU3ROLFHDQG³'HOLQTXHQF\´
Vehicle styling changes during the first two decades of the century were an important
factor in the popularity of motorized bikes. The prevalent structural engineering of most
twentieth-century motorcycles, beginning with a French design in 1901, became subtly phallic
or mammaric in appearance. Of course, the phallus or mammary protuberance was the gas
tank, which was moved to its present location: between the thighs and forward of either the
RSHUDWRU¶VSHOYLVRUFKHVWGHSHQGLQJRQULGLQJSRVWXUH,QDGGLWLRQWKHVW\OHRIWKH9-shaped
cylinders on most post-1907 Harley-Davidson engines vaguely resembled legs (or even
bloomers-clad legs), with the feet up in the air. Depending on the visual receptive coordination
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of other design features, the two cylinder heads at the top of the engine may have also evoked
the image of either breasts or buttocks. Famous manufacturers subsequently copied the Harley
V-twin engine for several decades, from Indian in the early twentieth century through 1990s
Kawasaki designs.13
The location and appearance of two cylinders in proportion to both the operator and the
gas tank may have visually or subconsciously signified or symbolized missionary-style sexual
intercourse or similar physical activity. Because of these aesthetic designs, the casual sight of a
male or female motorcyclist riding a bike could have evoked and awakened desire or other
erotic or anti-erotic emotions. The reaction of different people to such momentary sightings
probably varies and would be an interesting research topic in the field of psychology or
psychohistory, should one SXUVXHLW,ID³ELNHUP\VWLTXH´H[LVWHGGXULQJPRVWRIWKHWZHQWLHWK
century as Yates and other suggested, then it originated in 1908 with that particular design.
There was a second element to the relation of the ride to the sensual. The very act of
mounting a motorcycle could be sexual; one leg was thrown over to the other side of the seat,
VRWKDWDKXJHGHYLFHZDVEHWZHHQRQH¶VOHJV,IWKHELNHZDVRIDFHUWDLQPDNHDQGPRGHO LH
most Harley-Davidsons built between 1908 and 1999), then the offset, dual-fire ignition
system vibrated in a unique way directly against the crotch. It did that for over ninety years.
The sensation was a by-product and legacy of early, pre-1910 technology: V-twins designed
with the two longitudinally-aligned cylinders separated by a forty-five degree angle.
Meanwhile, each sparkplug in this particular four stroke-cycle engine fired not once but twice
SHUF\FOH'HSHQGLQJRQWKHLQGLYLGXDOULGHU¶VSK\VLRORJ\DQGWDFWLOHUHVSRQVLYHQHVV ZKHWKHU
as operator or passenger) as well as the shape of the seat, number of engine rpm's, speed, road
quality, the power-plant and machine characteristics, the ride could have been a very
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stimulating, arousing or²in some cases²seemingly addicting experience.14 Even after years
of research and development enabled the possibility for more smooth and efficient powerplants, Harley-Davidson Motor Company kept the older design in practically all of their
engines until the end of the century. All other manufacturers had abandoned such old
technology decades before in favor of smoother-running, single-fire ignitions, but Harley held
RQWRLWDQGHYHQDWWHPSWHGWRSDWHQWWKHYLEUDWLRQLWVHOILQWKH¶V15
One woman, who operated motorcycles in the New Mexican borderlands since 1984,
provided an indicatiRQRIKHUROG+DUOH\¶VVHQVXDOSRZHU
,WHOO\RXLW¶VWKHPRVWUHOLDEOHWKLQJWKDW,¶YHKDGLQP\OLIHIRUWKHSDVWVL[WHHQ\HDUV
FHUWDLQO\PRUHUHOLDEOHWKDQDQ\PDQ,¶YHHYHUNQRZQ<RXNQRZP\PRWRUF\FOHGRHV
QRWOHWPHGRZQ,¶OOWHOO\RX«,ORYHWKDWPRWRUF\FOH$QG,GRQ¶WVD\WKDWDERXWD
ZKROHORWRILQDQLPDWHREMHFWVLQP\OLIH%XWLW¶VRQHRIWKHIHZWKLQJVWKDW,UHDOO\GR
love.16
A description from another female New Mexican motorcycle operator was more
SUHFLVH$FFRUGLQJO\³>:RPHQ@ZDQWWo have, they want to feel that power between their legs.
$QGWKH\ZDQWWREHDEOHWREHLQFRQWURORIWKHSRZHUWKDWLVEHWZHHQWKHLUOHJV´17
Other descriptions of the sensual power aspect of the ride were equally graphic. In
1978, Trisha Yeager of southerQ$OWD&DOLIRUQLDZURWH³,W¶VFKDOOHQJLQJOLEHUDWLQJH[FLWLQJ
$ERYHDOOLW¶VDVHQVXRXVWXUQRQ´18
0RUHUHFHQWO\9LFN\6DUDFLQRDQRWKHU6RXWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLDQVDLG³7KHILUVWWLPH,
rode on my own I was tickled, scared, exuberated, happy, overwhelmed. I loved it. It was an
RUJDVP´19 Nonetheless, the Harley-'DYLGVRQ¶VYLEUDWLRQZDVVH[XDOO\HQMR\HGE\RQO\D
minority of Harley enthusiasts²to varying degrees²and was dependent upon the alreadymentioned variables as well as individual temporal mood, riding posture, weather, and other
elements.20
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,QWKHVDQGµVQRQ-riding society ignored bikers and recast the motorcycle as a
police or military vehicle. While researching the early days of motorcycling, I found that the
archival records of El Paso and San Diego, the two border zone towns most closely researched,
seem to have privileged motorcyclists who were police officers. Regular bikers were largely
neglected. For instance, the El Paso City Directory did not list the name of a known postWorld War I Hounds Club member, but included the traffic officer who arrested him. Early
twentieth century photographs in San Diego archives predominantly featured police officers
mounted on bikes rather than other riders. The police bike and military cycle weighed heavily
in cultural artifact production and preservation from the 1920s through World War II. 21
7KHPDVVFXOWXUDOPDUJLQDOL]DWLRQRIPRWRUF\FOLVWVLQWKHVDQGµVFDQEH
contextualized as part of what scholar James Gilbert, author of A Cycle of OutrDJH$PHULFD¶V
Reaction to the Juvenile Delinquent of the 1950sFDOOVDQ³HSLVRGLFQRWLRQ´DWHUPGHILQHGDV
³EURDGO\KHOGLGHDVZKRVHKLVWRU\UHYHDOVVHYHUDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFV´22 Episodic notions in
*LOEHUW¶VWKHVLVFRQVLVWHGRIFROOHFWLYHDGXOWZRUULHVDbout the negative influences of mass
culture upon youth.
He examines aspects of mid-century society and organized efforts to oppose, control,
and guide both mass media and younger generations, showing how a prevailing tension existed
between two main schools of thought about the meanings of, and the best ways to deal with,
generational difference. These competing interpretations²punitive versus social and
psychological²ZHUHUHSUHVHQWHGLQWKHWH[WE\-(GJDU+RRYHU¶V)%,DQGWKH&KLOGUHQ¶V
Bureau, respectively. Other players, including the Catholic Church, the Frankfurt School, and
the Marxist Left, added complexity to the debate until such organized efforts largely fizzled in
WKHHDUO\¶V*LOEHUWFRQFOXGHVWKDWWKHUHZDVQRVLJQLILFDQWSUREOHPLQWKHµ¶VFRPSDUHG
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to earlier periods, that the federal government created turmoil by whipping up public frenzy,
and that the resultant public outcry led to comic book publishers voluntarily reforming in
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKHPDLQVWUHDP¶VZLVKHVZKLOH+ROO\Zood refused to do so.23 A discussion of
whether the media actually changed society, a question this chapter will address shortly, may
be related to reasons why adults in the Gilbert study lost interest in persecuting youth culture in
WKH¶V
After 1910, motorcycles were increasingly considered a form of recreation rather than
practical vehicles. By World War II, motorcycling was nearly synonymous with racing,
GDUHGHYLOVWXQWULGLQJDQG³J\SV\LQJ´ DQHVFDSLVWZHHNHQGWRXULQJGLYHUVLRQWKDWSHUPDQHQWO\
influenced biker culture). Although motorcycle races and gypsying were suspended during the
war, the activities recovered afterward with unprecedented prosperity.24

+RW6KRH%R\VDQGWKH³%DWWOHRI+ROOLVWHU´
Postwar riders and spectators categorized motorcycle racers into three essential
VWHUHRW\SHV³KRWVKRHER\V´³ZDLW-and-KRSHUV´DQG³JODPRXUJX\V´7KHODWWHUOLNHWKH³ULFK
XUEDQELNHU´ 58% GHPRJUDSKLFWKDWHPHUJHGDJDLQIRUW\\HDUVODWHUZHUHWKRVHDWWUDFWHGWR
motorcycling for what it might do for their individual image. Bikes had, for decades, been
ZLGHO\FRQVLGHUHGUXJJHG³PDQO\´PDFKLQHV$VLQWKHVJODPRXUJX\V¶ELNHVLQWKHODWH
1940s frequently had custom saddlebags and fancy paintjobs. Instead of overdoing their bikes
with chrome OLNHPDQ\QHZULGHUVRIWKHµVKRZHYHUHDUOLHUJODPRXUJX\VFXVWRPL]HGWKHLU
rides with foxtails, multiple headlights, and extra horns that played popular bebop melodies.
7KRXJKH[FHOOLQJLQVW\OHJODPRXUJX\V¶VNLOOVDQGFRQILGHQFHZHUHXVXDOO\GHILFient.
Whenever they raced, many of them tended to lose their nerve in the curves and did not win.25
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8QOLNHWKHHVVHQWLDOJODPRXUJX\V³ZDLW-and-KRSHUV´ZHUHDOLWWOHPRUHFRQILGHQWDQG
they tended to be racers who had wives and children at home. Like the glamour guys, they also
did not want to break any bones or return with a case of road rash or without all their teeth.
Their machines were more serious, however, and²as racers²they were more skillful and
competent than the new riders. Yet, they rode as safely as they could and were satisfied if they
could win a sixth-place prize to spend on their families.
³+RWVKRHER\V´ZHUHWKHUDFHUVWKDWSHRSOHFDPHWRVHH7KH\HDUQHGWKHLU
reputations²and their auspicious group identity²by depending on their feet for balance in the
corners, using contact between the sole of the boot and the track surface as a sort of kinetic
tripod. Coming up on the curves, they kept their throttles wide open until the competitor next
to them backed down. (They then, of course, accelerated through the corner to maintain
centrifugal balance.) They did not seem to care about the potential for crashes; they were
focused on only one thing: being out in front and crossing the finish line first.26
Hot shoe boys tended to be the bikers with the most lively and dynamic personalities,
and vice versa2QRQHRFFDVLRQZKHQ³:LQR´:LOOLH)RUNQHU²cofounder of the
%RR]HILJKWHUV0&WKDW³LQYDGHG´+ROOLVWHU&DOLIRUQLDODWHURQLQ²was attending a race
in southern California, he became extremely disappointed in the perceived mediocrity of the
contestants as he watched them meandering around the track. He could not believe what he
was seeing and decided to do something about the incredulous, lackluster scene. So, he busted
open a gate and rode his RZQELNHRXWRQWRWKHWUDFNWRVKRZWKHPDWKLQJRUWZR ³%XVWHG´LV
also the anticlimactic word here, since he was promptly thrown into jail for that ride.)27
)RUNQHU¶VIHOORZFOXEPHPEHUVLQ/RV$QJHOHVZHUHUDFHUVDQGWULFNULGHUVDVZHOO
What attracted the Boozefighters MC, the Pissed Off Bastards of Berdoo (POBOBs), and 4,000
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other bikers to Hollister, Alta California on Independence Day weekend in 1947 was the
annual American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) Gypsy Tour that included a competitive
field meet. The official event was held at a site just outside of town. In order to compete at the
track, all of the contestants and clubs were required to be members of the AMA. The
Boozefighters MC had applied for AMA membership but was declined because of WKHFOXE¶V
unusual name. In those days, individuals and clubs who were not AMA sanctioned were
GHQLJUDWHGE\$0$RIILFLDOVZKRFDOOHGWKHP³RXWODZV´IRUSXUSRVHVRIVRFLDO
PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ³,I\RX¶UHQRWOLNHXVWKHQ\RX¶UHEDG´LVWKHRSHUDWLYHPD[LPKere. From the
EHJLQQLQJRIWKH$0$LQWKHVWKURXJKDQGLQWRWKHµVWKHWHUP³RXWODZELNHU´
meant all non-AMA members.28 7KH³ODZ´LQ³RXWODZ´ELNHUVWKHUHIRUHWUDGLWLRQDOO\UHIHUUHG
to the question of adherence or non-adherence to the AMA By-Laws.
6LQFHVRPDQ\³RXWODZV´ZHUHQRWDOORZHGRQWKHWUDFNLQ+ROOLVWHUDQDOWHUQDWLYHPHHW
was held downtown on San Benito Street, with the full blessing of the town. The Hollister
Police Department barricaded a section of the street in order to provide a suitable track for nonAMA competitions. Since the competitors in town tended to be the extreme hot shoe boys
(more competent than riders at the track), the crowd eventually moved away from the AMA
area and congregated in town. The shift of people away from the track and toward the
downtown area made local merchants happy because they could easily sell food, beverages,
and other wares. The townspeople were delighted.
AMA officials and vendors were not. They were losing money and attendance as the
crowds began to spend more time enjoying the marginally organized sensations in town. In
addition, the small police department downtown soon became overworked and stressed as they
continually arrested drunken fans. Eventually, Police Lieutenant Roy McPhail requested
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security augmentees from the California Highway Patrol because of the sheer numbers of
people in town. Most resultant arrests were for public intoxication and tended to be local and
regional non-motorcyclists.29
Some bikers were also locked up. One member of the Boozefighters, not wishing to
XULQDWHRQWKHVWUHHWRIDWRZQZKHUHUHVWURRPOLQHVZHUHORQJFOLPEHGXSRQWRKLVFOXE¶V
panel truck, opened the radiator cap, and relieved himself into the cooling system. He was
promptly arrested for indecent exposure. Forkner and some other bikers placed another man,
who had passed out, into a wheelchair and, tying it to the back bumper of a pickup truck, towed
him around in the streets until he fell out. Amazingly, he was uninjured. However, other
vehicle accidents resulted in injuries including lacerations and broken bones. The town jail
filled up with inebriated individuals who slept it off. The street-based event itself was under
control.30
In contrast to the relatively civil, locally quasi-sanctioned and organized reality of the
+ROOLVWHU5DOO\WKHQDWLRQ¶VSULQWQHZVPHGLD²no longer fed by World War II stories and
hurting for some interesting news²LPDJLQHGDQGUKHWRULFDOO\LQYHQWHGD³%DWWOHRI+ROOLVWHU´
Thus, reporters conveniently overlooked the fact that police barricades were provided for
entertainment safety purposes and not martial law as they falsely reported.31 Reporters,
photographers such as Barney Peterson, and editors like Life PDJD]LQH¶V+HQU\5/XFH
employed, and unwittingly promoted and popularized, an older, previously vague but
SHMRUDWLYHLPDJHRIPRWRUF\FOLVWVE\SRUWUD\LQJD³JDQJ´RIKRROLJDQV³WHUURUL]LQJ´D
small town. Life SXEOLVKHG3HWHUVRQ¶VVWDJHGSLFWXUHDVDIXOO-page blow-up, aggravating and
repelling conservative readers nationwide.32
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Flying Saucers, the Red Scare, and the Construction of Late-Century Biker Myth
0RUHRYHUWKHZLGHO\UHSRUWHG³EDWWOH´WRRNSODFHDWWKHVDPHWLPHDVWKHZHOOpublicized Roswell, New Mexico flying saucer stories and one wonders whether a mass
consciousness and subsequent collective memory associated the two unrelated phenomena
together as threats to society. The captioned Life SLFWXUHRI(GG\'DYHQSRUWDV³ELNHU´LQVSLUHG
fiction writer Frank Rooney who published a surreal short story in the January, 1951 edition of
+DUSHU¶V0DJD]LQH. The piece appeared immediately after a hyperbolic Cold War article titled
³6WDOLQ¶V7DUJHW)RU7RPRUURZ´7KHPRWRUF\FOHVLQWKH5RRQH\VWRU\ZHUHDOOSDLQWHGUHG D
color popularly associated with communism) and their riders wore identical military uniforms
and never removed their oversized goggles, perhaps dehumanizing their image in the eyes of
the reader. The article dehumanized motorcyclists as totalitarian shock troops that went berserk
after drinking a few beers. They attacked a small town, killing a teenage girl.33
In The Culture of the Cold War, Stephen J. Whitfield demonstrates how newspapers,
popular magazines, and television in the U.S. squelched dissent and became instruments of
Cold War McCarthyist anticommunism after the end of World War II. Whitfield writes that
Luce featured cold warrior Billy Graham on the cover of Life magazine four times and Chinese
anticommunist nationalist leader Chiang Kai Chek on the cover of Time more often than
anyone else.34 As Luce helped to perpetuate the longest lasting derogatory mass cultural image
of the mythic biker, one that would influence popular culture for the next fifty years, such
imagery and its successor productions can be posited within the larger context of the Cold War
as an imagined sinister alien two-wheeled barbarian, a threat to the American hegemonic
capitalist system.

138

)UDQN5RRQH\¶VILFWLYHSRUWUD\DORIWRWDOLWDULDQELNHUVKRFNWURRSVLQKLV+DUSHU¶V
Magazine story, inspired by the earlier Luce imagery, subsequently influenced Stanley Kramer
who produced The Wild One, a 1953 film that presented motorcyclists as an ominous threat to
American society. Whitfield writes that Kramer films such as High Noon (1952), The Caine
Mutiny (1954), and The Defiant Ones (1958) were critiques of the House Un-American
Activities Committee.35 Kramer and director László Benedek had intended The Wild One to be
a subtle critique of American capitalist society, but the Motion Picture Association of America
(an organization that enforced anticommunist censorship standards for all films produced in the
U.S.) edited the film heavily to remove the critical scenes and ensure that the bikers would be
the unequivocal bad guys. The filmmakers borrowed character names, the name of the café,
DQGRWKHUHOHPHQWVIURP5RRQH\¶VVWRU\7ZRULYDO³JDQJV´ZHUHGHSLFWHGLQThe Wild One:
WKH%ODFN5HEHOV0&OHGE\0DUORQ%UDQGR¶VFKDUDFWHU³-RKQQ\6WUDEOHU´YHUVXVWKH%HHWOHV
XQGHUWKHOHDGHUVKLSRI³&KLQR´ SOD\HGE\/HH0DUYLQ -RKQQ\Uode a Triumph and wore
spiffy Hollywood leather and a cap, while the Beetles rode big V-twins and resembled the
actual motorcyclists of that era.36 The plot of the story reflected the reality of the 1947 Hollister
rally only to the extent that two clubs (both resembling the fictive Beetles) had stood out from
the rest at the actual event: the POBOBs and the Boozefighters MC.37
The theme of the biker as Other began to permeate national consciousness more
thoroughly and dozens of subsequent media productions fed a mass cultural process that
painted the essential biker as the bad guy. An early television episode of The Twilight Zone
even depicted three black leather-clad bikers as extraterrestrial infiltrators. The othering of
bikers also reflected the long-term anti-communist Red Scare that was occurring in America.38
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,WKDVEHHQVDLGWKDW5DOSK³6RQQ\´%DUJHUZKRODWHUEHFDPHSUHVLGHQWRIWKH+HOOV
Angels Motorcycle Club (HAMC) Oakland Chapter in 1958, obtained the actual long-sleeved
red and white striped shirt worn by Marvin in The Wild One. This particular style of male biker
attire, originally designed for safety purposes to increase the level of motorcycle racer
visibility, can be traced to European racers of the 1920s.39 The appearance of the shirt in the
1953 movie, worn by an actor who played the part of a biker, may have influenced selection of
the two primary colors of the HAMC back patch in California and Arizona, red and white.
Although the HAMC can possibly be traced back to 1930s Detroit as a motorcycle club (and to
World War II, if not World War I, as the name of military aviation units that veteran bikers had
VHUYHGLQ WKHFOXE¶VODWH-FHQWXU\XQLIRUP LQVSLUHGE\6HFRQG:RUOG:DU$PHULFDQ+HOO¶V
$QJHOVDQGRWKHUDYLDWLRQXQLW³EORRGFKLW´EDFN-patches sewn on military regulation leather
MDFNHWV GLGQRWEHJLQWRHYROYHLQWRWRGD\¶VVW\OHFXWDQGIRUPXQWLOWKHV40
Such World War II-era material and other cultural artifact realities influenced The Wild
One. The fictional Black Rebels MC, probably a scriptwriting permutation of the name of the
0DULQH&RUSV¶QRQFRQIRUPLVW%ODFN6KHHS6TXDGURQ 90$- KDGLWVFOXE¶VDFURQ\P
VWHQFLOHGRQWKHEDFNRIPHPEHUV¶OHDWKHUERPEHUMDFNHWVLQWKHPRYLH,QWKHFDVHRIEDFNpatch identification and other attire (such as other designs of leather jackets that had been
popular among nineteenth-century Borderlanders before World War I pilots adopted them),
mythic representations were borrowed from earlier reality and then the material utilized in the
representation was, in turn, adopted by actual riders in subsequent generations.41 The
borrowing of distinct material elements between mass cultural imagery and actual biker culture
was a prevailing pattern in evolving biker culture.
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,QKHUWKHVLV³+DUOH\-'DYLGVRQ0\WKDQG&RPSDQ\LQ&KDQJH´&KDUORWWD
.RSSDQ\LSV\FKRORJLFDOO\DQDO\]HVWKH³-RKQQ\´FKDUDFWHUSOD\HGE\%UDQGRLQThe Wild One.
Accordingly, he was melancholic and listless, disillusioned with societal conditions, yet
vulnerable and lonely. In his newfound relationship with a young local woman (played by
Mary Murphy), a sense of self-inferiority is ascribed to him when she did not succumb to his
GHVLUHV³+LVLQIHULRULW\FRPSOH[VHL]HVKLPZKHQKLVQHHGVDUHQRWLPPHGLDWHO\PHW$WWKH
end, an uQDGXOWHUDWHGVPLOHFRQFHGHVDIHDUOHVVXQLRQ´42

Plate 11, Marlon Brando, left, as Johnny Strabler and Plate 12, Lee Marvin, right, as Chino in
The Wild One. Photo of Brando courtesy of motorcycleviews.com. Photo of Marvin courtesy of
the Boozefighters MC.

While the ascription of self-inferiority here is highly questionable and alternative
UHDGLQJVRIWKHFKDUDFWHUV¶LQGHWHUPLQDWHHPRWLRQVPD\EHHTXDOO\YDOLGDPRUHVLJQLILcant
FRQVLGHUDWLRQIRUWKLVSUHVHQWFKDSWHU¶VSXUYLHZLVWKDWWKHILOPSUHVHQWHGDFRQWUDVWEHWZHHQ
Johnny and Chino, developing and reifying the essential glamour guy at the expense of the
³UHDO´ELNHU0RWRUF\FOLVWVZKRVDZWKHIOLFNZHUHIXULRXVMXVWDs they had been half a decade
earlier when Life had published the picture of the fake Hollister rider. In 1954, longtime bikers
of the older generation viewed the Johnny character as a gay guy dressed in tight-fitting leather
riding his little Triumph. His body language apparently seemed pretentious and effeminate,
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contrasting sharply with Chino who was viewed as more rowdy and authentic. Because of the
ZD\KHORRNHGDQGDFWHGLQWKHILOPVRPHKRPRSKRELFYLHZHUVGLVPLVVHG-RKQQ\DVD³IDJ´
and many bikers of the early 1950s identified with Lee Marvin rather than Marlon Brando.43
6XEVHTXHQWJHQHUDWLRQVRIQHZULGHUVKRZHYHUVDZ%UDQGR¶V-RKQQ\LQWKHROGPRYLH ZKLFK
had previously been banned in some places but was now available for showing) as the
archetySLFDOEDGDVVELNHUDQGZDQWHGWREH³FRRO´DQG³KLS´OLNHKLP7KH-RKQQ\LPDJH
influenced later realities as new bikers in the late 1950s and 60s started imitating what they
saw on the movie screen.44

The Imagining of Machismo, Joteria, and Rebeldes sin causa in the Borderlands
In addition to changes in actual biker cultural preferences, queer male biker mythic
constructs can also be traced to The Wild One. After 1953, the image of Brando as Johnny was
fetishized by gay male culture for the remainder of the century. This can be seen in gay art,
film, and clothing styles. The potentially gay dimension of the Johnny character inspired later
artists to emphasize the theme of queer riders. In 1964, Kenneth Anger released a film called
Scorpio Rising. The movie was a mostly impressionistic collage of images with a popular
music soundtrack but without much of a plot. At the beginning of the film, the main character
(played by Bruce Byron) was in his small bedroom preparing to take a motorcycle ride. Brando
imagery from The Wild One posters hanging on the wall of his room served as iconography as
he began to don his leathers. He rode his bike V-twin. The surreal film juxtaposed images of
Christ at the Last Supper with bikers symbolically desecrating a courtroom. One biker danced
on the bench. After the all-male pack rode away from there and arrived at a clubhouse party,
they began to dance homoerotically.
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$IWHUWKHILOP¶VGUDPDWLFFRQFOXVLRQWKHYLHZHUZDVLQIRUPHGWKDWDOHJDOFKDOOHQJHWR
a governmental confiscation of the film had been successful in the US Supreme Court resulting
in a relaxing of cinematic censorship.45 Few people saw Scorpio Rising, so its impact upon
biker cultural development and societal opinion about motorcyclists was minimal.46 Neither the
mainstream nor minority media mentioned it. Its little-known primary importance relates to
changes in American cinematic production and censorship that occurred in the mid 1960s,
affecting all of society and not only biker culture.
Obviously, Scorpio Rising was not as influential as The Wild One. Since Johnny was
initially viewed by straight bikers as a gay male character, The Wild One can be seen as a
queering of motorcycle imagery and culture by media. The anti-hero did not resemble the
motorcyclists of the period but, rather, influenced subsequent motorcycle fashion as well as
queer desire.47
,QWKHHWKQLF0H[LFDQ%RUGHUODQGVKRZHYHU-RKQQ\¶VPDFKLVPRZDVDFFHSWHGDV
UHDOLVWLFDQGDXWKHQWLF0HDQZKLOHLWPD\EHOLNHO\WKDW0DUYLQDV³&KLQR´ZDVUHMHFWHd
outright in Greater México as the racialist-derived, popular colloquial Spanish word cochino
signified poor personal hygiene. As Eric Zolov writes in Refried Elvis: The Rise of the Mexican
Counterculture, Brando, James Dean, and Elvis Presley were imagined as rebeldes sin causa,
³UHEHOVZLWKRXWDFDXVH´3UHVOH\KRZHYHUIHOOIURPJUDFHDVDFXOWXUDOKHURDIWHUDQDQWLURFN¶Q¶UROO0H[LFDQ'-IDEULFDWHGDQDQWL-Presley report that caused young people in México
and the border zone to dismiss the star as gay. As an imagined joto, Presley was henceforth
considered effeminate in a culture that valued machismo. Zolov concludes that the
counterculture in México eventually privileged Mexican musicians and icons but that it
subsequently fell into decline similar to the way it declined in other countries.48
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Plate 13. Elvis Presley on his Harley-Davidson, left, featured on the May, 1956 cover of
Enthusiast magazine. Plate 14. El Vez (Robert López), right. Publicity photo.Courtesy of
prolefeedstudios.com.

Ironically, the image of Elvis Presley was later resurrected by El Vez (Robert López),
WKHPXVLFDOO\SUROLILFDQGVXFFHVVIXO³0H[LFDQ(OYLV´LQWKHV7KURXJKWKHSHUIRUPDnce
RIDOWHUQDWLYHYHUVLRQVRI3UHVOH\¶VFODVVLFKLWV(O9H]FULWLFL]HG86LPPLJUDWLRQSROLF\DQG
other social problems. El Vez was popular among Chicano/a and socially conscious music
audiences in Southern California and other areas of the Greater Borderlands north of the
border.49
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Plate 15. 'HDQ *DVVHQKHLPHU ³6SHHG %RXQG´
Drawing on canvas. A fantasy image of James
Dean and Marilyn Monroe. Courtesy of
enjoyart.com.

Presley and Dean had been actual real-life bikers, while Brando had played the role of a
motorcyclist and was more widely imagined as biker. Their individual status as popular
cultural figures could be called into question by various groups in different areas of the Greater
Borderlands. While queer male biker imagery²along with much of the public fear of
motorcyclists²could historically be traced to The Wild One, many non-riders feared both gays
DQGELNHUV0HDQZKLOHVRPHULGHUVDOVRXVHGKRPRSKRELFODQJXDJH$SSO\LQJ)RXFDXOW¶V
theories, the gay fetishized image of Johnny that eventually became a dominant straight biker
image²and, thus, a queering of motorcycle imagery²was produced and deployed by
Hollywood, a major media power structure. Definitions of straight masculine imagery in the
border zone and Greater Borderlands were under contestation since at least 1953, if not earlier.
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Regardless of whether Elvis Presley, James Dean, or Marlon Brando were considered macho,
joto, effeminate or queer, or were accepted into various iconic pantheons of popular cultural
heroes, the three of them collectively as imaginary constructs within the already-problematized
larger Cold War context may also represent a deployment of sexuality by the film industry for
the ultimate purpose of defining more precisely the essential biker image.

Cold War Media Sensationalism, The Wild One, and Scorpio Rising
Print media sensationalized bikers even before the 1947 Hollister rally but such
coverage was, nonetheless, contemporary to the dawn of the Cold War. Earlier that year, an
article in &ROOLHU¶V magazine described the prelude to a similar scheduled event in military
terminology, mentioning that local police were preSDULQJ³WRPDQWKHLUEDWWOHVWDWLRQV´IRUWKH
PRWRUF\FOLVWV¶DUULYDO1RQ-ULGLQJSXEOLFIHDUZDVDOOXGHGWRDVWKHWRZQ³UROOVXSWKH
sidewalks and digs in. Citizens scuttle warily across the streets, little children are fastened
securely in their playpens´7KHDXWKRUZURWHWKDWWKHFLW\³VRXQGVOLNHDQ(QJOLVKDLUILHOGRQ
D-'D\PRUQLQJ0RWRUF\FOHVERRPLQWRWRZQ´50
Here martial imagery, at a time when people were tired of war, tended to alienate
motorcycle enthusiasts from the largely non-riding readership of &ROOLHU¶V. Although biker
PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQVWDUWHGEHIRUH+ROOLVWHUWRRNSODFHWKH+ROOLVWHUUDOO\¶VVLJQLILFDQFHOLHVLQKRZ
ubiquitous the myth became as a result of mass cultural representations of that particular event.
Nationwide media coverage of the episode, in addition to its larger contemporary journalistic
context and that of the later Frank Rooney piece, led directly to The Wild One and other
subsequent fictional and purportedly factual accounts in print and in film.51
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In contrast to the VLQJXODU&ROOLHU¶VDUWLFOHWKHVXEVHTXHQW-XO\+ROOLVWHUUDOO\
immediately generated a series of articles in the local newspaper as well as a derogatory piece
in the San Francisco Chronicle ZULWWHQE\&-'RXJKW\-UWLWOHG³+DYRFLQ+ROOLVWHU
MotorcyFOLVWV7DNH2YHU7RZQ0DQ\,QMXUHG´DQGDNew York Times article declaring that
³0RWRUF\FOLVWV3XW7RZQLQ8SURDU´Life magazine, edited by Cold War McCarthyist Henry
R. Luce, published a full-page photo of the already-mentioned inebriated Eddie Davenport.
7KHFDSWLRQUHDG³&\FOLVW¶V+ROLGD\+HDQG)ULHQGV7HUURUL]HD7RZQ´,QUHVSRQVHD
motorcyclist named Paul Brokaw²who would someday become a noted news anchor²
complained about the photo shoot in a letter to the editor. A similar letter was written by
Keenan Wynn, who would someday be targeted by the House Un-American Activities
Activity.52
6XEVHTXHQWDUWLFOHVLQFOXGHG+DO%XUWRQ¶V³0RVW8QSRSXODU0HQRQWKH5RDG´LQWKH
September 25, 1954 Saturday Evening Post³+RZ7KH\¶YH+DOWHG'HOLQTXHQF\RQ:KHHOV´
by Andrew R. Boone, whose 1955 piece appeared in Popular ScienceDQG³7KH:LOGHU2QHV´
in the March 26, 1965 issue of Time. Luce was the editor also of Time magazine in 1957 when
DQDUWLFOHWLWOHG³7KH:LOG2QHV´DSSHDUHG7KH+ROOLVWHUUDOO\LWVHOIinspired Frank Rooney to
ZULWHDZRUNRIILFWLRQWLWOHG³&\FOLVWV¶5DLG´IRUWKH-DQXDU\HGLWLRQRI+DUSHU¶V
Magazine. The Rooney story appeared immediately after an alarmist Cold War article by
5RPQH\:KHHOHU³6WDOLQ¶V7DUJHW)RU7RPRUURZ´VXEWO\juxtaposing bikers with communists
as two serious threats to American society.53
The Rooney piece, in turn, inspired Stanley Kramer and László Benedek to film The
Wild One, released in 1953. The Wild One in the context of the Cold War established a legacy
of public fear and discrimination that affected the everyday lives of all subsequent generations
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of motorcyclists. At the beginning of the film, the credits ended with a statement that this is a
true story and that it should not have occurred, but that it happened. It challenged the viewer to
ensure that the depicted type of small town invasion never takes place again.54 Bikers were
presented as a challenge and a threat to society.
Nonetheless, the film highlighted one of them in an exotic, alien way. Perhaps it was
the glamour of the main character Johnny, and what that attractiveness may have meant in the
imaginations of actual, non-riding men, that most adversely effected real-OLIHELNHUV¶OLYHVIRU
the following decades. The essential public feared and loathed motorcyclists for the next thirty
years.55
The Wild One was influential enough to spawn an entire genre of Hollywood-produced
ELNHUIOLFNVLQWKHVµVDQGµVVWDUWLQJZLWK(GZDUG/&DKQ¶VMotorcycle Gang in
1957. Other productions in this genre included Beach Blanket Bingo (1965), Scorpio Rising
(1963), The Wild Angels (1966), The Born Losers (1967), 6DWDQ¶V6DGLVWV (1969), Girl on a
Motorcycle (1970), Chrome and Hot Leather (1971), The Hard Ride (1971), +HOO¶V$QJHOV¶
(1969), The Wild Ride (1960), +HOO¶V$QJHOVRQ:KHHOV (1967), and The Hellcats (1968).56
These B-grade films consistently portrayed male bikers as predatory barbarians that killed,
stole, raped, and otherwise threatened American civilization.
³%ODFN/HDWKHU-DFNHW´DQHSLVRGHRIWKHSRSXODUVDQGµV Twilight Zone
television series, portrayed bikers as space aliens who infiltrate a quiet small town, thus
reinforcing and solidifying the mass cultural image of bikers as threats to American
civilization. The year before Hunter S. Thompson published +HOO¶V$QJHOV$6WUDQJHDQG
Terrible SagaWKHERRNWKDWODXQFKHGKLVFDUHHUDVD³JRQ]R´MRXUQDOLVWKHZURWHDPRUH
factual account for Nation LQWLWOHG³7KH0RWRUF\FOH*DQJV/RVHUVDQG2XWVLGHUV´0DOH
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motorcyclists were thus constantly stereotyped by print media and B-grade movies for a
quarter of a century following World War II.57
Women bikers were also marginalized as motorcyclists as the media and entertainment
industry perpetuated a clearly-defined, stereotypical ³ELNHUEDEH´&LQHPDWLFUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRI
this mythical female, invented by Hollywood and developed from the 1910s through the 1970s,
eventually led to actual riders (and even non-riders) adopting elements of her attitude, her
fictional lifestyle, and her costume as their wardrobe. Various films portrayed sexual elements
of the imagined biker chick. As early as 1917, Maggie's First False Step showed actor Louise
Fazenda riding a motorcycle through a brick wall, a shattered barrier that may be said to have
signified gender role constructs.58 <HDUVODWHULQ/iV]Oy%HQHGHN¶VThe Wild One, Mary
Murphy as Kathie Bleeker was a complete airhead from a small town who accepted a ride with
Johnny to escape from the other bikers and soon discovered that she loved to ride. Once in the
IRUHVWVKHJHQWO\VWURNHGKLV7ULXPSKPRWRUF\FOH¶VIURQWIRUNVDVVKHLQHIIHFWLYHO\WULHGWR
describe how the ride felt, but later on decided to remain in her mundane citizen life. In
contrast, most of the other women in the film were depicted as fun-loving passengers that rode
into the town and partied with their biker men.59
By 1966, female characters in Teenage Gang Debs were creating sexual chaos in a love
triangle, convincing one man to kill another, and enacting lesbian sexuality. The female rider
was depicted as a crazed, dangerous bisexual.60 2WKHUPRYLHVVXFKDV-DFN&DUGLII¶VThe Girl
on a Motorcycle (1968) catered to straight male±centered fantasies such as sadomasochism,
predation, and unbridled sexuality. The entire movie consisWHGRIDFWUHVV0DULDQQH)DLWKIXO¶V
character Rebecca leaving her non-riding husband and traveling on her Harley to meet her
lover. She stopped and got drunk at a roadhouse, then continued onward. She rode along on her

149

saddle, intoxicated, and started to become aroused. As her body writhed and moved, she
DGGUHVVHGWKHELNH³0\EODFNGHYLO\RXPDNHORYHEHDXWLIXOO\«7DNHPHWRKLPP\EODFN
SLPS´61 $OWKRXJKWKHPRWRUF\FOH¶VSDLQWZDVLQIDFWVROLGJORVVEODFNWKHWHUPDOVRUHIHUUHG
WRWKH³$IULFDQ-American, street-OHYHOVH[EURNHU´UDFLDOVWHUHRW\SH 6KHEHFDPHVRDURXVHG
that she nearly crashed.
The Girl on a Motorcycle is only one example of how B-grade biker flicks
marginalized women riders in the public imagination. Dozens of motorcycle movies sexualized
the female biker image as an irresponsible, brainless nymphomaniac. None of the more than
forty biker movies released between 1966 and 1972 portrayed women motorcyclists in a
favorable light.62
While films objectified women, at least one of these productions might be described as
empowering during the 1960s, a time of gendered inequality and resistance. The 1968 Hershell
Gordon Lewis movie She-Devils on Wheels was a landmark biker film in terms of the fictive
portrayal of gender role inversion. The all-female gang members regularly raced each other to
find out who got first choice of the passive, hang-around males for the night.63 The movie
differed from the other forty-some odd biker flicks released between 1966 and 1972 in its
reversal of gender role constructs.

Technologies of Power, the Concept of Law, and the Lynch Report
<HWYLUWXDOO\DOORIWKHELNHUILOPVPDGHGXULQJWKHVµVDQGµVLQFOXGHG
sexual content that made them integral to deployments of sexuality. Such portrayed images,
along with other formations of Foucauldian discourse, historically led to legal restrictions.
According to Michel Foucault:
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The law would be secure, even in the new mechanics of power. For this is the paradox
of a society which . . . has created so many technologies of power that are foreign to the
concept of law: it fears the effects and proliferation of those technologies and attempts
to recode them in forms of law.64
Anthropologist Barbara Joans discusses such socio-legal, non-rider backlash against
motRUF\FOLVWVREVHUYLQJWKDWEHFDXVHWKHSUHGRPLQDQW³PDVFXOLQH´ELNHULPDJHZDVRQHRI
danger, courage and a lifestyle of liberty, the public targeted them for elimination. She cites
some of the attitudes, behaviors, and legislation against motorcyclists in the context of a
marginalization of riders.65 From a Foucauldian perspective, the legal and legislative power
centers feared bikes and biker sexuality and cracked down on motorcyclists as an entire
community by enacting and enforcing new laws.
In this way, the essential bad biker myth resulting from film and media imagery had its
consequences. It could also be viewed in terms of class-based marginalization. Motorcycling
DQLPDJLQHG³PDVFXOLQH´VLWH ZDVWKHUHDOPRIWKHZRUNLQJFODVVIURPWKH'HSUHVVLRQ\ears
ZKHQYHKLFOHJDVPLOHDJHEHFDPHDVLJQLILFDQWFRQVLGHUDWLRQ XQWLOWKH¶V ZKHQWKH
purchase price of a new Harley increased beyond the reach of most people).66 After World War
II, the essential capitalist-oriented society sought to control laborers as a social class. Antimotorcyclist discrimination during the Cold War era may, therefore, be related to differences in
class interests as well as a generally intolerant environment influenced by the Red Scare and
aggravated by media and entertainment-sponsored sensationalism.
State-produced representations also affected motorcycling cultural development during
WKHODWHVDQGWKURXJKRXWWKHµVDQGEH\RQG7KHILUVWRIWKHVHVWDWHGHVFULSWLRQVRI
ELNHUV&DOLIRUQLD$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO7KRPDV/\QFK¶V1965 report, has already been mentioned
in Chapter Two. Its Foucauldian dimensions, however, seem to be more important for the
present chapter on imagery and realities.
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2QHRI0LFKHO)RXFDXOW¶VPDMRUWKHRUHWLFDOFRQFHSWVLVWKDWRISRZHU-knowledge.
According to Foucault, a center of power typically collects information, peruses it, shares it
with other centers as they collectively develop into a power structure, catalogs it and maintains
it as part of a basis for the development and assembly of future research or collections. The
data and other information is published, distributed, studied, and relished. Over time, powerknowledge is enhanced, subjugation and control of marginalized individuals and populations is
increased, and their identification and exploitation for the acquisition of further knowledge and
profit is assured.67
The Foucauldian concept of power-knowledge is applicable to historical power centers,
LQFOXGLQJWKRVHDVVRFLDWHGZLWK³ODZHQIRUFHPHQW´LQDWOHDVWWKUHHZD\V)LUVWWKHYHU\WHUP
³ODZHQforcePHQW´PD\EHYLHZHGDVDGHSOR\PHQWE\WKHSRZHUVWUXFWXUHRIZKLFKWKHSROLFH
were a component, a phrase designed to legitimize the expanding powers of the police using
the voices of the public as they repeated and perpetuated it. For much of U.S. history, such
SHUVRQQHOZHUHFDOOHG³SHDFHRIILFHUV´RUVRPHWLPHV³SROLFHRIILFHUV´7KHRFFXSDWLRQZDV
invented and allowed to exist in order to provide a legitimate service and their job was to keep
the peace. The idea of enforcement, on the other hand, was considered alien and un-American.
The bill creating the FBI, for example, was enacted only after Congress was assured that the
agents would be unarmed and allowed only to conduct investigations to be written up and
handed over to the proper state, local, or federal officials. The entire concept of a federal police
force that could go anywhere without respecting state borders was anathema to the beliefs of
many Americans.68
Secondly, as the Cold War heated up in the 1950s, the character of journalism changed
to the extent that reporters now became more inclined toward agreement with the perspectives
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RIWKHSROLFH7RGD\¶VKLVWRULDQVDUHDEOHWRJREDFNH[DPLQHWKHUKHWRULFRIPDQ\ODWHV
µVDQGµVDUWLFOHVDERXWELNHUVDQGGHWHFWOHYHOVRf collaboration between the press and the
police that appear to have been designed for their mutual benefit. For example, one vague
LPSOLFDWLRQZDVWKDWPRWRUF\FOLVWVZHUHSDUWRIWKH³5HG0HQDFH´69
According to Stephen J. Whitfield, various media, including news magazines,
newspapers and television, embraced McCarthyism and effectively became agents of the FBI
during the post-World War II Red Scare. Virtually all of the historical actors and mass cultural
producers that I have found influential in mid-century motorcycling history, and which are also
mentioned by Whitfield or by James Gilbert, fall into one of two ideological camps. Each of
them were either progressive social democratic or McCarthyist anticommunist, according to
the scholarship. These actors include Stanley Kramer, Keenan Wynn, Henry R. Luce, and J.
Edgar Hoover. Significantly, all the pro-capitalist cold warriors also perpetuated derogatory
images of motorcyclists while all of the progressives defended bikers and criticized the antimotorcycle imagery.70
The 1965 Lynch report was a compilation of various alleged incidents in diverse Alta
California locations involving members of the HAMC and other clubs. Significantly, it was the
first document to officially criminalize motorcyclists as a social class. The report (along with
its episodic structure) eventually became a pretext and institutional power-knowledge
foundation for the profiling of bikers (and its compilation of personal data) that proliferated
within major power structures for the remainder of the century. The initial plan, however, was
for local centers of police power within California to share information about what Lynch
FDOOHG³KRRGOXPDFWLYLWLHV´FRPPLWWHGE\³GLVUHSXWDEOH´PRWRUF\FOLVWV+RZHYHUWKHSDWWHUQ
and networks of power-knowledge expanded well beyond the State of California in the Greater
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Borderlands north of the border and throughout the United States. As Foucault writes, such
power centers perpetually expanded their power-knowledge base in a quest for greater data
about, and control over, marginalized groups.71
Much of the Lynch report was preposterous and erroneous. The supposed facts were
shrouded in implications that the HAMC was integral to some massive conspiratorial secret
society. Accordingly, the club was part RI³DQHOLWHJURXSWHUPHGµ2QH3HUFHQWHUV¶ZKLFKPHW
PRQWKO\DWYDULRXVSODFHV´7KHP\WKRIJURXS-sex initiation rites was also perpetuated by the
report. Sexual practices were described in a tone evoking semi-solemn ceremony and were
ODEHOHG³KHWHURVH[XDOSHUYHUVLRQV´72
6SHFLILFLQFLGHQWVDQGFRXUWFDVHVZHUHGHVFULEHGLQD³+RRGOXP$FWLYLWLHV´VHFWLRQRI
WKHUHSRUW7KHDOOHJDWLRQVFRQVLVWHGPRVWO\RI³VXVSLFLRXVFLUFXPVWDQFHVGLVWXUELQJWKH
SHDFH´EDUURRPEUDZOVDQGUDSHV$VVRPHRIWKHOLVWHG cases subsequently developed, short
amendments were then scotch-taped directly onto the pages of the report.73
In one such described incident, a member of the club allegedly poured motor oil onto
the street while he was being pursued by a police motor officer causing the officer to wreck his
bike, a seemingly impossible stunt. A reader familiar with motorcyclists can readily infer that
VRPHRIWKHGHVFULSWLRQVRIDWWHPSWHG³DEGXFWLRQV´ZHUHIDOVHWKDWPDQ\RIWKHDOOHJHG
³DVVDXOWV´PXVWKDYHEHHQSK\VLFDO responses by bikers reacting to citizen attacks committed
against them, and that at least one incident involved imposters pretending to be Hells Angels.
Other sections of the report concerned drugs, motorcycle theft, or other petty crimes.74
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Bikers, Hippies, ³WKH3HRSOH¶V3ROLFH,´ and Media Representations of Cleavage
In Black and Red: W.E.B. Du Bois and the Afro-American Response to the Cold War,
1944-1963, Gerald Horne demonstrates how divisions arose within the ranks of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People as a result of larger societal changes
during the Cold War. Eventually the Black community shifted to the right and became more
anti-communist. Governmental agencies and other centers of power actively scrutinized such
changes.75
Similarly, cleavages and divisions may have existed within the motorcycling
community. When biker activities²real or imagined²were picked up by the media and
SXEOLVKHGLQWKHORFDORUQDWLRQDOSUHVVELNHUV¶FROOHFWLYHQRWRULHW\WHQGHGWRLQFUHDVH(Yen so,
in the worldview of a few non-riders, such reports sometimes enhanced the status of bikers. For
example, after the Oakland HAMC Chapter broke up a Vietnam Day Committee (VDC)
protest at the city boundary between Berkeley and Oakland in 1965, the club experienced a
JUHDWHUOHYHORIVRFLDODFFHSWDQFHLQVRPHFLUFOHV%DUJHUZURWH³/LWWOHNLGVFDPHXSWRXVDQG
wanted to touch us, pensioners wanted to shake our hands, and a lot more women wanted to
IXFNXV´76
The Oakland Charter was not representative of the HAMC as a whole. Other charters
such as Frisco were against the Vietnam War.77 Thus, Vietnam divided not only American
society, but also biker culture.
Nonetheless, further explanation concerning the relationship between hippie and biker
cultural manifestations is necessary in terms of images and imagery. In the late 1960s, hippies
adopted some of the language, fashions, and attitudes of 1950s biker club culture. The
FRXQWHUFXOWXUDOOLQJXLVWLFPHDQLQJRIWKHZRUG³EXPPHU´IRUH[DPSOHFDPHIURP0s biker
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slang and originally signified a motorcycle crash. As motorcycle parts were expensive and
most bikers were from working-class backgrounds, a serious mishap could likely leave a rider
ZLWKRXWZKHHOVKHQFHD³EXP´7KHSK\VLFDOSHUVRQDODSSHDUDQFHRIPDQ\VDQGµV
KLSSLHVZDVVLPLODUWRWKDWRIHDUOLHUVDQGµVELNHUV78 $VWKH$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO¶V
UHSRUWRQWKH&DOLIRUQLD+$0&SRLQWHGRXW³0DQ\DIIHFWEHDUGVDQGWKHLUKDLULVXQXVXDOO\
long and unkempt. Some wear a single earring in DSLHUFHGHDUOREH´79 Other male bikers wore
earrings by 1965 and probably earlier. Bikers in Alta California wore very long hair as early as
1957.80 According to Barger:
:HKXQJRXWRQ+DLJKW6WUHHWDQGPDQ\RIWKH+HOO¶V$QJHOVKDGORQJKDLUEHIRUH
many of the hippies did. Before he was killed in 1962, Bobby Zimmerman, president of
the Berdoo chapter, had hair down to his waist. Terry the Tramp had real long hair in
the early days, and his dressing style linked the look between the 1950s motorcycle
leather guy and the 1960 psychedelicized Harley rider. This was the look that a lot of
WKHKLSSLHVDQGURFN¶Q¶UROOEDQGVWRRNRQ«7KHKLSSLHVORYHG&KRFRODWH*HRUJH
+HQGULFNV+HORRNHGOLNHDKLSSLHEXWKHZDVDOO+HOO¶V$QJHODOORIWKHWLPH+HKDG
just gRWWHQRXWRISULVRQGXULQJWKHPLGGOHRIWKH)ORZHU3RZHUGD\V+HFRXOGQ¶W
EHOLHYHZKDWKHIRXQGRQ+DLJKW6WUHHW7KHUH¶VDIDPRXVSRVWHURI&KRFRODWH*HRUJH
with a hippie girl standing up on the back of his bike leading a parade.81
Among the hippie popuODWLRQRIV6DQ)UDQFLVFR+$0&ZDVNQRZQDV³7KH
3HRSOH¶V3ROLFH´+LSSLHV OLNHELNHUV FRXOGKDUGO\UHO\RQDQ\UHDVRQDEOHOHYHORIVHUYLFH
from actual public police agencies. Such a perceived lack of service and the need for protection
from petty criminals is perhaps why Jerry García, lead singer of the Grateful Dead rock band,
VDLGLQDQLQWHUYLHZWKDW+$0&PHPEHUV³DUHJRRGLQDOORIWKHYLROHQWVSDFHV´82 Bikers were
integrated with the counterculture in Alta California and were influential in the development of
hippie lifestyles, clothing fashions, and language.
Hippies and bikers probably shared similar views about the press, as well. In the eyes of
motorcyclists of the latter half of the twentieth-century, newspapers and television news were
recognized as significant anti-motorcycling instruments. At the beginning of that century,
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however, little media bias against riders occurred. The journalistic literature about nonmilitary, non-police motorcycle riders during the first half of the century was sparse and
addressed either technical considerations or particular professional applications.83 In contrast,
media embellishments of motorcycle culture and subculture often served to marginalize
motorcyclists in the latter half of the century, perpetuating the mid-century Hollister stereotype
in which all bikers were lawless, crazy, dangerous, and sleazy public enemies.84
%LNHUVRIWKHVDQGµVUHFHLYHGEDGSUHVV8QOLNHWKHVKRZHYHUVRPH
DUWLFOHVLQWKHµVSURMHFWHGDELQDU\GLYLGHEHWZHHQ³EDGELNHUV´DQG³JRRGPRWRUF\FOLVWV´
The latter were described as fine, upstanding citizens who rode quieter, smaller bikes. A 1966
article by John H. Porter published in Mademoiselle GUHZDGLVWLQFWLRQEHWZHHQ³%ODFN
-DFNHWV´DQG³\RXQJODGLHVZKLSSLQJIURPFODVVWRFODVV«ZLWKDSLOHRIERRNVRQWKHOXJJDJH
FDUULHU´85 A 1967 article by Harris Edward Dark in 7RGD\¶V+HDOWK perhaps best exemplified
the constructed divide between the good and the bad:
In stark contrast with the offensive picture of the leather-jacketed motor-mobs of
\HVWHU\HDULQFUHDVLQJO\WRGD\¶VPRWRUF\FOLVWVEHORQJWRRXUµEHWWHU¶IDPLOLHVZLWKJRRG
backgrounds and sufficient means to provide a toy worth several hundred dollars. The
typical teen cyclist of today is intelligent, good looking, and a well-OLNHG³PL[HU´²
SRWHQWLDOO\RQHRIWRPRUURZ¶VOHDGLQJFLWL]HQV86
In the original articles such as this one, value judgments concerning the characteristics
of intelligence, beauty, and goodness seemed dubious to bikers. (Whenever bikers wrote letters
to the editor protesting such portrayals, however, they usually remained unpublished.87) Dark
denigrated the wearing of practical riding attire as criminal and was misinformed about the cost
of larger V-twin machines that were much more expensiYHWKDQWKH³WR\´ELNHVKHPHQWLRQHG
(even before the biker spent more money on the customization of a stock cycle).
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3HUKDSVPRUHLPSRUWDQWO\VXFKDFOHDUGLYLVLRQEHWZHHQWZR³W\SHV´RIPRWRUF\FOLVWV
did not exist. Bikes came in various and graduated sizes. Less expensive Japanese motorcycles
were sometimes converted into custom choppers during the 1960s. Moreover, motorcyclists
went to the same parties, cantinas, and events no matter what they rode, especially in most
areas of the Greater Borderlands where riding communities consisted of few riders. Individuals
did not ride in a vacuum. Motorcyclists of all persuasions were in frequent contact with each
RWKHUDQGWKH³PRWRUF\FOLQJFRPPXQLW\´ZDVQRWDPHUHFOLFKp88
Perceived media bias continued into the new millennium. By the late twentieth century,
whenever riders organized charity runs (or performed other good deeds in the community),
such efforts were often ignored and unreported. However, if one individual or small group of
riders committed a crime, the journalists were on top of it.89 By the late 1990s, such bias could
easily be quantified thanks to Internet search engines. From a sampling of one hundred of the
505 motorcycle-related articles published in 1999 by the Arizona Republic, for example, only
one described motorcyclists favorably. A similar search for the first four months of 2000
uncovered 122 motorcycle-related articles, none of which were positive. Furthermore, the
Republic may have been representative of most mainstream Greater Borderlands newspapers in
respect to bikers.90

Easy Rider, Captain America, Easy Wolf, and Easyriders
Historically, the belief in a contrast between inaccurate mass cultural images of
motorcyclists and relatively benign bikers matters little. More important were public
perceptions and beliefs concerning imagined wild barbarians. For whatever reason, the
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essential public believed that biased news articles and sensationalized biker movies reflected
the reality of motorcycling.
At some level, the non-riding public was SUREDEO\ULJKW7KHNH\ZRUGKHUHLV³ULJKW´
DVRSSRVHGWR³OHIW´IRUDIWHUWKHPRYLHEasy Rider was released in 1969, motorcyclists were
more easily viewed by non-riders as lefties. Peter Fonda, who was a biker in real life, had been
fed up with the ways in which B-grade biker movies of the late 1960s were portraying
motorcyclists. So, he collaborated with Dennis Hopper, Terry Southern, and Jack Nicholson to
do something about it. The resultant Easy Rider was a movie about two young men who start
out earning some money riding dirt bikes across the Mexican-U.S. border to import some
cocaine from México, and who then spend their earnings riding choppers across the Greater
Borderlands from Los Angeles to Mardi Gras in New Orleans. According to one of the
advertising posters for the film when it was released, the two protagonists searched for
VRPHWKLQJFDOOHG³$PHULFDEXWFRXOGQRWILQGLW´,QWKHILOPWKH\PHWPDQ\SHRSOHLQFOXGLQJ
communal hippies followed by some other Greater Borderlands men who cared little for
longhaired men on motorcycles.91
Easy Rider won the Cannes Film Festival award for the best entry by a new director.
Although the film portrayed the two riders and their American Civil Liberties Union lawyer
IULHQGDVWKH³JRRGJX\V´UHYHUVLQJD longstanding cinematic and journalistic tradition of
denigrating motorcyclists, audiences throughout the Southern states nonetheless applauded the
tragic end. (The two protagonists were murdered by two Southern rednecks in a pickup-truck
toting a shotgun.)92
The film played at theatres and drive-ins for more than a year when it first appeared (a
time long before the existence of multiple cable channels, VCRs, or personal choice
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FRQFHUQLQJZKLFKPRYLHRQHZDWFKHV,QPRVWFRPPXQLWLHV³JRLQJWRWKHPRYLH´Peant that
one watched the same film that everyone else did).93 Easy Rider may have attracted repeat
viewers who were shocked by, or uncertain about, the conclusion in which the protagonists did
not win, a screenwriting device that may have been unprecedented in cinematography. It was
an important film because it was so different for its time, it played in theaters for so long, and
so many people saw it.
While Easy Rider may have been significant as an influence to the perceptions of nonmotorcyclists, many of whom viewed it through the lens of old expectations, notions or
stereotypes, the film also meant something to actual motorcyclists who saw it. According to
psychologist Lisa Garber:
The movie depicts a search for the ethos of America and the father (Uncle Sam). In the
film, the old right and the conservative middle resist the shift which is astir in the
country. They know their father, the victorious warrior who kills for power and in the
name of freedom, but they are not willing to see beyond this blood bond. The surviving
duo is eventually murdered, suggesting that for a new father or uncle to be found,
psychic death is inevitable.94
The film facilitated a paradigmatic shift in the development of biker culture in the Greater
Borderlands where it was filmed. The bikers portrayed on screen were the heroes, for a change.
In addition, the movie reified what riding a motorcycle is really all about: the ride itself.
Perhaps most significantly, riders all over the Greater Borderlands and the world subsequently
adopted the easy-going, Zen-OLNHDWWLWXGHRI)RQGD¶VFKDUDFWHU³:\DWW´ DND³&DSWDLQ
$PHULFD´ 95
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3ODWH  ³Smiley´ Tom with WKH DXWKRU 7RP¶V ELNH was manufactured by the California
Motorcycle Company, which started building reproductions of the 1969 Easy Rider ³&DSWDLQ
$PHULFD´ ELNH in the late 1990s. The photo setting is the same cabin-style motel near
Flagstaff, Arizona where Peter Fonda (as Captain America) and Dennis Hopper (as Billy) are
refused room accommodations in the film. Photo by Nina McGraw.

The movie was also influential enough for a new underground comic book character to
subsequently appear in a new series titled Easy Wolf and the Celestial Outhouse. Easy Wolf
was depicted as an ordinary wolf that became transformed into a super hero riding a chopper,
whenever needed, which he accomplished instantaneously inside a celestial outhouse.
Meanwhile, Paisano Publications launched a new magazine named Easyriders. The publication
centered on, and began to redefine, a loosely structured biker lifestyle that revolved around
Harley-Davidson chopper-style motorcycles and values from the movie as well as the older
biker culture. It facilitated a worldwide crystallization of a coherently reconstructed
motorcycling community: individual-oriented but communal and highly politicized in
opposition to a collectively perceived general oppression against riders. The premier edition of
Easyriders was published a few months after the film appeared. The magazine can be seen as
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an attempt to unify all motorcyclists both culturally and politically to oppose an imagined
police harassment of bikers, discrimination, and helmet laws. Its editorial was, during its
formative years and throughout the 1970s, overtly activist oriented in contrast to the more
subtle countercultural messages of underground comics such as Easy Wolf.96

Plate 17. An anti-helmet law comic from Easyriders magazine, circa early
¶V,PDJHFRXUWHV\RI&\ULO+X]H

Biker magazines also affected changes in riding culture to the extent that they catered
also to a large non-ELNHU³ZDQQDEH´DXGLHQFHPDQ\RIZKRPODWHUEHFDPHELNHUV6RPHRI
Easyriders¶UHDGHUVHLWKHUGLGQRW\HWRZQDELNHRUZHUHULGLQJVPDOOHU-DSDQHVH³HQWU\´
motorcycles, hoping to someday own a Harley. Moreover, Easyriders and subsequent similar
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magazines did not accurately depict biker lifestyle as it existed at that time. Rather, they
introduced or enhanced mythic dimensions concerning the imagined sacredness of HarleyDavidson as idol and iconic holy machine and as a way of life, sexuality-related norms,
brotherhood, mores, hardcore motorcycle politics and the romanticization of death, elements
that further interacted with ever-HYROYLQJELNHUFXOWXUHDV³QHZ-EHHV´DQGVXEVequent
JHQHUDWLRQVEHFDPHLQYROYHGLQWKHVDQGµV6XFKUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVDQGFXOWXUDO
formations continued to influence each other for the rest of the century.97

Helmets, Androgyny, and Dehumanization
In 1971 when Easyriders was still a new publication, Robert Hughes wrote an article
addressed to a non-riding audience, a one-page item quite unlike others published at that time.
Contrary to other contemporary pieces published in Newsweek, Time, and such publications, he
attempted to break the power of marginalization that riders believed was socially and violently
victimizing riders. Hughes refuted the myth and stereotype of the outlaw biker rampaging
WKURXJK$PHULFDWRSLOODJHDQGUDSH-RKQ4&LWL]HQ¶VZLIHRUGDXJKWHULQWKHDOOH\³EHKLQGWKH
white cODSERDUGEDQNVZDVWLNDVEXUQWUXEEHUFUDEOLFHDQGILOWK\GHQLP´+HGHVFULEHGKRZ
at that time, highway police commonly targeted motorcyclists, people thought bikers
LUUHVSRQVLEOHDQGFDUGULYHUVIUHTXHQWO\WULHGWRZUHFNULGHUV³2QDQ\ORQJWULS«WKe biker
stands to encounter at least one car-swaddled Milquetoast with blood in his eye whose hope is
WRUXQKLPRIIWKHURDG´
Seeking to dispel the badass myth while describing reasons why real riders operated
motorcycles, he mentioned gas economy, ease of parking, and²especially²that unique
feeling of freedom that kept motorcyclists rolling just for the sake of the ride itself. In
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comparison to cars, Hughes cited higher mobility, less vulnerability to traffic congestion, and
heightened sensual awareness. Escapist and solitary elements of the ride were equated with
individuality and non-conformist expression rather than anti-social behavior.98
One may want the Hughes article to tell the twenty-first century more about how
society perceived and interacted with its motorcyclists at the end of the 1960s and what that
might say about the previous ten or twenty years. But it does not. Although it accurately
portrayed differences between 1971 myth and reality, it did not reveal much about how such
conditions came to be. The value of the article is in its snapshot-like depiction of the contrast
between myth and reality as well as its description of abhorrent street conditions that
WKUHDWHQHGULGHUV¶GDLO\OLYHV²especially in southern Alta California where Hughes himself
rode bikes²and a steady stream of discrimination sustained by bikers a year before they began
to seriously organize politically. Apparently, American roadways, courts, and society of the
early 1970s were not yet biker-friendly.99
1971 was also a year when mandatory helmet laws existed in forty-nine states while
California remained free. Because the unisex fashions trend during the early 1970s coincided
with the few short years when helmets were nearly universally mandatory north of the border,
androgyny of public appearance should be considered here. One may describe the motorcycle
helmet, in reference to the historic public imaginary and individual realities, as an item of
clothing related to gender because of its tendency to publicly obscure or androgynize the
individual wearer within her own self-identity as well as in the societal gaze.
In Bikers: Culture, Politics, and Power, Suzanne McDonald-Walker analyzes
motorcycling culture, politics, and gender in terms of sociological theory concluding that the
PRWRUF\FOLVWULJKWVPRYHPHQWZDVD³VHFWLRQDOVRFLDOPRYHPHQW´WKDWLQGLYLGXDOULGHUVMRLQHG
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and became politically involved in the legislative process at such time when they perceived a
threat to their cultural autonomy and free expression, and that the movement differed from
previous social movements in that the goals of the biker organizations tended to be nonmaterial and related to intangible values such as individual freedom, justice and ethical
standards.100
The McDonald-Walker study also includes a paragraph about the ambiguous sexual
identification of individuals. Since the essential helmeted rider was of an unknown sex, some
ZRPHQPRWRUF\FOLVWVGHYHORSHGD³WKLUGVH[´FRQVFLRXVQHVVLQZKLFKWKH\ZHUHQHLWKHUWKLV
gender nor that gender but something in between the two.101 Somewhat similarly, in God Rides
a Yamaha: Musings on Pain, Poetry, and Pop Culture .DWK\6KDLGOHZURWH³,ZHDUDUHG
helmet, a leather jacket, gloves and boots, and become the tough broad I just pretend,
unconvincingly, to EHWKHUHVWRIWKHWLPH´102 +RZHYHU6KDLGOH¶VGHVFULSWLRQZDVQRWUHDOO\
comparable. For the anonymity or androgyny provided by the helmet allowed some riders to
explore alternative gender or sexual identities.
$OWKRXJK³WKLUGVH[´FRQVFLRXVQHVVZDVSUREDEly significant in places and at times for
which clothing and gear rendered an androgynous appearance and wherever helmets were
mandatory for all riders regardless of age (such as the early 1970s in most of the United
States), it could not have been significant in the arid Greater Borderlands both before and after
those few years. Appropriate clothing and gear were defined partially along the lines of gender
ERWKSULRUWRDQGDIWHUWKHFRXQWHUFXOWXUDOUHYROXWLRQDQGLGHQWLILFDWLRQRIDULGHU¶VVH[ZDV
usually very obvious due to the style and cut of clothing including tailoring that revealed an
LQGLYLGXDO¶VSK\VLFDOERG\VKDSHVRUFKDUDFWHULVWLFV,QDULGODQGVZKHUHKHDY\KRWFORWKLQJ
and helmets were often impractical and where riders had a choice of attire (independent of the
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state) for most of the century, they tended to not sheath their heads in plastic and styrofoam
helmets while riding and their sex was usually readily ascertained by facial features or the
length of hair. Anonymity, likewise, was limited until one dons leather clothing and the threequarter or full-face helmet with face shield that was mandatory in many states during the late
VDQGHDUO\µV,QWKH*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVDQGIRUPRVWRIWKHFHQWXU\HYHQWKHPRVW
casual observer was usually able to tell when a rider was female.103
7KHKHOPHWZDVQRWMXVWDQLWHPRIFORWKLQJWKDWREVFXUHVRQH¶VVH[KRZHYHU$V
indicated in Chapter Two, it was probably a cause of motorcyclist marginalization in the minds
of four-wheeled car operators. WhHQDULGHU¶VKHDGZDVHQFDVHGZLWKLQDJORVV\KHOPHWKHU
appearance was transformed to become not only more androgynous or anonymous, but also
more insect-like rather than human. After all, bugs have round, shiny heads that resemble
plastic motorcycle helmets. Moreover, people sometimes smashed bugs deliberately with
neither hesitation nor remorse; such was their individual or even collective animosity toward
particular insects and much of the unfamiliar natural world. It may not be a coincidence that
this era of mandatory helmets coincided with the most troublesome period of four-wheeled
driver violence against motorcyclists.104 Such a sense of androgyny and dehumanization may
have made it easier, in the minds of some drivers, to operate their cars more carelessly or
aggressively.

Deployments of Sexuality
In addition to such complexity related to helmet laws, gender, identity and public
appearances, other perceived changes took place in relation to government. As already noted,
bikers were targeted by governmental agencies in the United States beginning in 1965 and for
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the remainder of the century. (Mexican bikers did not encounter many such problems in the
Greater Borderlands of northern México, however.) Since many Arizona bikers believed that
they were being targeted and victimized in the 1990s, moto-journalists (while working for
ABATE or other MRO magazines and newsletters) began tape recording and videotaping
SROLFHJDQJVTXDGVLQWKHODWH¶V&RSLHVRIWKHVHWDSHVZHUHWKHQKDQGHGRYHUWRFHUWDLQ
judges in Arizona who, in turn, affected some changes²within the centers of police power²
that motorcyclists deemed favorable. Officers generally became more cautious in their
behavior in the field.105
Other police encounters were more subtle. Lisa Whitacre was a petite blonde-haired
woman who rode a Harley Sportster in the Mingus Mountains and Verde Valley of Arizona
GXULQJWKH¶VDQGµ¶V:KHQDVNHGLIKHUPRUHWKDQIRUW\SROLFHWUDIILFVWRSVKDG
anything to do with gender or sex, she said:
[Patrol officers] see a person²a single, small, female person²that seems nonWKUHDWHQLQJ$QGWKH\¶UHERUHGRUHOVH,WKLQNDORWRIWKHPDUHLQWLPLGDWHGE\EXQFKHV
of people riding or groups of guys. So they pull me over. And what they really want to
do is look at the bike. And a lot of them are bored; a lot of them are in rural areas, and a
lot of them around here, too. I think they just get a hard-on for bikers and since, you
NQRZWKH\FDQ¶WSXOOHYHU\ERG\RYHU>LQDJURXS@DQGJLYHWKHPDKDUGWLPHWKH\
could pull me over and give me DKDUGWLPH«7KHQHQGXSZULWLQJPHDZDUQLQJ«,
GRQ¶WZDQWWRPHVVZLWKLW,JHWWLUHGRILW:HOOLW¶V³<RXUKDQGOHEDUVDUHWRRKLJK´
RU³<RXFDQ¶WULGHLQWKLVODQHRQDIUHHZD\«´6WXIIOLNHWKDWZKHQWKHUHZDVQRRQH
aroXQG«%XW\RXNQRZ,QHYHUJRWDQ\WLFNHWV«,ZRXOGUHTXHVWWKDWWKH\ZULWHPH
IRUVRPHWKLQJLIWKH\¶UHJRLQJWRVWRSPHDQGGHWDLQPHIRUWKLVDPRXQWRIWLPH%XWD
ORWRIWLPHWKDW¶VZKDWLWZDV$QG,UHPHPEHURQHWLPH,ZDVJRLQJWRWKH$%$7(
meeting and, as soon as I pulled in, there was a DPS [Department of Public Safety
SDWURORIILFHU@RQP\WDLO$QG,¶POLNH³7VVNZKDWLVLWQRZ"´6RZHJRWKURXJK
whatever it was and he goes on his way. No ticket, no anything. Just a, tssk, another
stop and deWDLQRKRND\«,ZDONHGXSWR>%XFNDELNHUDWWKHPHHWLQJZKRZDVVL[
IRRWVL[LQFKHVWDOO@DQGVDLG³%XFNGR\RXJHWSXOOHGRYHUDORWRQ\RXUELNH"´$QG
KHORRNHGGRZQDWPHDQGJRHV³)XFNQR´$QG,ORRNHGDWKLP/LNH,ZRXOGQ¶WSXOO
this guy RYHUHLWKHUKH¶VJRWDJXQRQKH¶VKXJH5LGLQJDELNH\RXNQRZ,ORRNHGDW
PHDQG,JR³:HOOLI,ZDQWHGWRSXOODELNHURYHUZKRZRXOG,SXOORYHU"´6R,WKLQN
WKDW¶VZKDWDORWRILWZDVUHDOO\106
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While Whitacre denied that her repeated harassment had anything to do with gender,
she may not have fully recognized how the male gaze affected her day-to-day life.
Nonetheless, socio-sexual, gendered elements were linguistically evident in her description.
:RUGVVXFKDV³QRQ-WKUHDWHQLQJ´DQG³LQWLPLGDWHG´UHODWHGQRWRQO\WRQXPEHUVRISHRSOHWKDW
an officer may have engaged. Although she suggested that officers stopped solo individuals
because they believed them to be weaker than large groups of motorcyclists, such a concept is
also violence-informative.
Threats and timidity related, in the case of Whitacre, to not just a willingness of public
servants to monopolize power for particular purposes. More applicable to categories of gender
and sexuality are the implicit indications that no police-women pulled her over. It may have
EHHQDJHQGHUHGSRZHUG\QDPLFDOVREHFDXVH³WKHUHZDVQRRQH>HOVH@DURXQG´DQGWKHPDOH¶V
state-VDQFWLRQHGDXWKRULW\IDURXWZHLJKHGWKHZRPDQ¶V7KDWWKHVHZHUHDOVRVXEWOHHQFRXQWHUV
that may have been essentially sexual was evident from her adoption and employment of
SDUWLFXODUOLQJXLVWLFWHUPLQRORJ\LQFOXGLQJWKHRIILFHUVJHWWLQJ³DKDUG-RQIRUELNHUV´EHLQJ³RQ
P\WDLO´DQG³JLY>LQJ@PHDKDUGWLPH´,WZDVVXEWOHEXWLWPD\DOVRKDYHEHHQFRQVLGHUHG
sexual or even sexually violent.
7KHFRPPRQFROORTXLDOH[SUHVVLRQWKDWVRPHRQH³KDVDKDUG-RQIRU´DQ\REMHFWLILHG
group originated in late twentieth-century military subculture and signified that he had a hatred
IRURUDQH[WUHPHSUHMXGLFHDJDLQVWZKDWHYHU LPDJLQHG³PDOH´ group or minority. The other
V\QRQ\PRXVFRUUHVSRQGLQJFROORTXLDOLVPZDVWKDWKHZDVJRLQJ³WRIXFN´WKHKDWHG
(masculine) subject. Subject destroys object. Although the particular native consultant who
granted this interview was certainly not homophobic, the prevalent 1990s linguistic pattern
VXEWO\LQIOXHQFHGDSHUVRQ¶VZRUGFKRLFHV7KHWHUPWKDWVRPHRQHKDVVXFKDPHWDSKRULF
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³KDUG-RQ´ZDVKLVWRULFDOO\GHURJDWRU\LQVRIDUWKDWDWRQHWLPHLWFRQYH\HGKRPRHURWLF
implications.
Although the plausibility of LGBT sexual orientations may have been considered in
regards to the police or any other population group, officers were usually heterosexual
individuals. The fact that bikers, while describing the imagined proclivities of police officers to
harass riders, WUDGLWLRQDOO\DSSOLHGWKHWHUP³KDUG-RQ´LQGLFDWHVWKDWWKHOLQJXLVWLFSDWWHUQV
employed by bikers were influenced by larger society. After World War II, the hard-on
colloquialism became a slightly pejorative linguistic device customarily employed in reference
WRDJLYHQLQGLYLGXDO¶VVH[XDOLW\DVRPHZKDWKRPRSKRELFTXHVWLRQLQJRIDSHUVRQ¶V
masculinity based on his irrational or disproportional interest in someone else, in this case male
motorcycle riders.107 This narrative exemplified the collective privilHJLQJRI³PDVFXOLQH´
linguistic patterns.
Perhaps the language itself was unsalvageable. Hence, motorcyclists went for another
ride together. Due to the constant, rhythmic, mantric sound of the wind mingled with the
engines while riding in the pack, it was nearly impossible²if not undesirable²to carry on a
conversation. No one tried. Lack of verbal opportunities had its advantages, indeed. The
shifting historical relationships among actual motorcyclists, imagined bikers, and non-riders
can reveal much about the larger picture within which such phenomena took place.
Some of the ideas of Michel Foucault may help us further contextualize how particular
public images of bikers that slowly developed became sexual stereotypes, a few ways in which
such myths interacted with real riders and non-riders, and why such processes were important
to not only bikers but everyone.108 Larger social forces may have sought to control and
eventually dominate riders and other groups of people through specific sexual explanations and
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LPDJHVRIPRWRUF\FOLVWV7KH³GHSOR\PHQWRIVH[XDOLW\´RQHRI)RXFDXOW¶VNH\FRQFHSWVUHIHUV
to the ways in which power centers caused sexuality to be talked about, published, displayed,
thought about, or imagined.109
In Greater Borderlands motorcycling history, an example of a deployment of biker
VH[XDOLW\PLJKWEHWKH&DOLIRUQLD$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO¶VUHSRUWVWDWLQJWKDWELNHUVFRPPLW
³VH[SHUYHUVLRQ´DQGWKHVXEVHTXHQWNewsweek article that mistakenly reported that the
$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO³DFFXVHG´WKH male bikers in question of being gay.110 Such governmental
and media-generated sexuality deployments conveyed information and disinformation
concerning sex and bikers for specific purposes. Examples of Foucauldian power centers
discussed in other contexts in this dissertation may include the medical profession, the movie
industry, the print media, the Harley-Davidson Motor Company, and police agencies. All of
these exerted various kinds of control over motorcyclists.
$SSO\LQJ)RXFDXOW¶VFRQVLGHUDWLRQRIWKHSV\FKLDWULFSV\FKRORJLFDOSURIHVVLRQV¶UROHDV
a power center, biker sexuality discourse may be exemplified by a December 7, 1970 Time
PDJD]LQHDUWLFOHWLWOHG³7KH0RWRUF\FOH6\QGURPH´7KHSV\FKLDWULFSURIHVVLRQDQGWKHZHHNO\
news press attempted to medicalize the desire to ride motorcycles as a mental illness.
According to the anonymous Time author, describing the work of a Harvard Medical School
SV\FKLDWULVWHQWKXVLDVPIRUPRWRUF\FOHULGLQJZDV³DKLWKHUWRXQUHFRJQL]HGHPRWLRQDO
DLOPHQW´DQGWKHSV\FKLDWULVW³IRXQGWKHVDPHEDVLFV\PSWRPVLQDOOKLVVLFNF\FOLVWV´6XFK
VXSSRVHGV\PSWRPVLQFOXGHGSURPLVFXLW\LPSRWHQF\DQGEHLQJ³DOZD\VZRUULHGDERXW
GLVFRYHULQJWKDWWKH\ZHUHKRPRVH[XDOV´7KHDUWLFOHFODLPHGWKDWULGHUV³XVHGWKHLU
motorcycles to comSHQVDWHIRUIHHOLQJVRIHIIHPLQDF\DQGZHDNQHVV´111
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0DLQVWUHDPPHGLFDOSURIHVVLRQDOVWRRNVXFKLGHDVVHULRXVO\,QIDFWWKHGRFWRU¶V
theories about motorcyclists were published in the American Journal of Psychiatry and he was
also cited in 'XQ¶V5HYLHZ.112 Such acceptance and dissemination of his research may
represent a significant deployment of sexuality by one power center, the psychiatric
profession²as part of a larger structure of power, the medical profession in collusion with the
press²against motorcyclists. Benefits for the power structure at hand²the medical
profession²included individual and collective prestige and power enhancement as well as
increased subjugation and control of a subaltern group. By identifying and exploiting
motorcyclists, the power structure gained knowledge and profit for itself while simultaneously
marginalizing riders.

Media and HOG Deployments of Sexuality
Sexuality deployments took other forms including the objectification of women who
ride motorcycles. While Adeline and Augusta Van Buren rode across North America and
crossed the Mexican-U.S. border into Tijuana in 1916 (see Chapter One), they wore militarystyle leggings and riding breeches made of red leather for the entire journey. However, the
Foucauldian discourse generated by their visit to Denver, Colorado, is mean-spirited. The
Denver Post SULQWHGDGHURJDWRU\DUWLFOHDERXWWKHULGHUVWKDWUHDG³7KH>QDWLRQDO@
preparedness issue was serving as an excellent excuse for women to stay away from home, to
display physical prowess in various fields of masculine superiority, and to display their
IHPLQLQHFRQWRXUVLQQLIW\NKDNLDQGOHDWKHUXQLIRUPV´113
Due to non-PRWRUF\FOLVWUHDFWLRQVWRWKHVH³IHPLQLQHFRQWRXUV´ORFDOSROLFHRIILFHUV
sometimes incarcerated the Van Buren sisters in small towns along their route. They were
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DFFXVHGRILQIUDFWLRQVVXFKDV³ZHDULQJPHQ¶VFORWKLQJ´(DFKWLPHWKH\ZHUHDUUHVWHGWKH
authorities²after detaining them for a while²released them, advising them to leave town
immediately.114
One may wondHUZKHWKHUWKHZRPHQ¶VFRUSRUDWHVSRQVRUVKLSV E\)LUHVWRQH7LUHVDQG
Indian Moto-Cycles) were influential or instrumental in their relatively quick releases and
immediate expulsions. Their release from jail could possibly have been a case of Foucauldian
collusion between two power centers²the town leadership and the transportation industry²
within one power structure. First, there were arrests in order to restrain and control women
within established gender roles, serving as a warning to local females not to try what those two
city women were doing. Then, a quick release of the sisters occurred under the condition that
they leave immediately, ensuring that few other women in town would see them. In addition,
the sooner they would have arrived in Alta California, the faster Indian and Firestone could sell
more products. This example resembles the theoretical dynamics of a deployment of sexuality
in Foucauldian discourse.
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Plate 18. A woman on an ([FHOVLRUPRWRUF\FOH3LFWXUHSRVWFDUGFLUFD¶V&RXUWHV\6KDUORW
Hall Museum and Archives, Prescott, Arizona.

The Denver Post article certainly betrayed its author¶VVH[XDOREMHFWLILFDWLRQRIZRPHQ
if nothing else. By the 1920s in southern and central Arizona, photo postcards depicting
women posing provocatively, mounted on bikes in a style that would later become typical of an
Easyriders centerfold, were already in circulation.115 $FFRUGLQJWR)RXFDXOW³7KHGHSOR\PHQW
of sexuality has its reason for being in proliferating, innovating, annexing, creating, and
penetrating bodies in an increasingly detailed way, and in controlling populations in an
increasingly comprehHQVLYHZD\´116 The emerging exploitation of an imagined biker sexuality
was gradually increased and intensified in the second half of the century by the media, another
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power structure cited by Foucault. Thus, it should not be surprising that by the end of the
twentieth century, Teah Chadderdon of Northern Arizona University statistically demonstrated
extensive sexploitation of women in motorcycle magazines. After compiling statistics using
2,653 images of females in twenty-two contemporary publications, she found that 46.1 percent
of the subjects were either nude, wearing swimming suits, or barely dressed.117
Pictorial images of scantily-clad or apparently lewd women were obviously
misogynous and, thus, problematic, although it is worth mentioning another aspect beyond
&KDGGHUGRQ¶VILHOGRIDQDO\VLVWKHLGHDWKDWWKHLPDJHVPD\KDYHUHSUHVHQWHGWKHH[SORLWDWLRQ
RI³PRWRUF\FOLVWV´²moreover, women who were supposedly motorcyclists²by the media, a
)RXFDXOGLDQSRZHUVWUXFWXUH6LQFHVDQGµVPDJD]LQHVVXFKDs Easyriders, Iron Horse
and Biker, which supposedly depicted the post-countercultural motorcycle lifestyle, sold far
more copies than the small population of hardcore bikers could have purchased, it may be
worth repeating that the readership of these biker publications included non-bikers. Non-riding
men may have relished such imagery. Late in the century, mainstream advertising campaigns
H[SDQGHGVXFKVH[XDOGLVFRXUVHE\IHDWXULQJPRGHOVGUHVVHGDV³ELNHUFKLFNV´SRVLQJLQZD\V
that evoke themes like sado-masochism, bondage and domination, and lesbianism.118 The press
promoted an objectification and erotic imagining of women motorcyclists for profit through the
deployment of biker sexual stereotypes.
Another print media±based deployment of sexuality stems from certain literary
descriptions of how the ride feels. As mentioned earlier, Harley-Davidson typically utilized an
antiquated, dual-fire ignition system with a 45-degree V-twin configuration for its engines
during most of the century until 1999, one that vibrated very nicely. It was overtly sensual or
VH[XDO$IWHUDQXQVXFFHVVIXOELGWRSDWHQWWKLVPHFKDQLFDOVRXUFHRIWKH+DUOH\³P\VWLTXH´
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LHWKHROGHUWHFKQRORJ\WKDWSURGXFHGWKHHQJLQH¶VYLEUDWLRQ WKH+DUOH\-Davidson Motor
Company took a 180-degree turn and abandoned it completely in 1999.119 Rich urban bikers,
many of whom had never ridden the older bikes, subsequently purchased new, smooth-running,
post-millennial machines while traditional bikers kept their older, pre-¶PRWRUF\FOHVLQ
running order.
How intensely a small subgroup of Harley enthusiasts may have enjoyed its unique
vibration in extraordinary ways is irrelevant. What is important in a discussion of Foucauldian
discourse is that authors who wrote about this little-known phenomenon may have
sensationalized, confessed a description of their own sensuality, or interviewed women to
solicit confession of their sensual and sexual experiences. These personal moments were
published, distributed, studied, and relished. The authors disseminated information,
perpetuating a myth or mystique and setting up motorcyclists as sexual objects to be exploited
and controlled. (One may argue that I am the most culpable researcher in the entire power
structure for researching the question of the Harley mystique. I disagree. Rather, by explicitly
identifying and exposing its specific mechanical source in the ignition system and overall
configuration, I may be performing a valuable service for riders and for everyone.)
After all, the mystique was appropriated by the Harley-Davidson Motor Company
itself. Its 1993 corporate video named it, referred to visual and sensual elements of the V-twin,
DQGXVHGWKHZRUG³HURWLF´WRFRQQHFWP\VWLTXHWRWKHSURGXFWLWVHOI,WPHQWLRQHGVH[XDO
elements, showed that they originated early in the century, and portrayed them as something
desirable.120 The production deployed sexuality to increase company control of a target market
and population through sales, followed by automatic membership in the Harley Owners Group
(HOG), another power center that channeled the social energies of its members (mostly new
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motorcyclists) toward frivolous cult-like corporate venues that were almost completely
separated from genuine biker culture. (Even so, HOG members interacted with traditional
bikers over time, slowly changing both riding culture and that particular organization.) The
purpose of the film and of HOG was to increase the power-knowledge-pleasure of a
Foucauldian power structure.

TKH³6FRRWHU7UDPS´DQGWKH³%LNHU&KLFN´
Thus, commercial power centers such as the Motor Company, HOG, the media, and the
psychiatric profession as well as segments of non-riding society and motorcyclists interacted
with each other leading to the development and redevelopment of customs, norms, rules, and
stereotypes. Considering the popular, non-riding societal myth about bikers that slowly
changed from the 1950s through the rest of the century, biker sexual imagery may be
considered as increasingly defined social constructions for the purpose of alienation,
marginalization, and domination. The power structures may have attempted to control bikers
by placing them at a social distance away from everyone else via the tactic of developing the
GHILQLWLRQRI³ELNHU´PRUHSUHFLVHO\
By the 1980s, for example, the PDLQELNHUPDOHVWHUHRW\SHEHFDPHWKDWRIWKH³VFRRWHU
WUDPS´([DPSOHVRIVRPHKLVWRULFDOVFRRWHUWUDPSDUFKHW\SLFDOILJXUHVLQFOXGHG&DSWDLQ
America and Billy in the film Easy Rider (1969) as well as the 1970s underground comic book
character Easy Wolf, early legendary versions of Sonny Barger and of Spider published in
Easyriders PDJD]LQH*DULQ3HWHU%RJGDQRYLFK¶VMask (1985), and Harley from HarleyDavidson and the Marlboro Man  %HFDXVHKHZDVLPDJLQHGDVD³WUDPS´DVRFLDO
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distance was automDWLFDOO\FUHDWHGVHSDUDWLQJ³VFRRWHU´SHRSOHIURPHYHU\RQHHOVH2QFH
separated, a group may have been more easily controlled.
Of course, not all bikers were male. Barbara Joans describes two other mythic gender
constructs that emerged during the late tweQWLHWKFHQWXU\LQKHUHVVD\³:RPHQ:KR
5LGH7KH%LWFKLQWKH%DFNLV'HDG´$FFRUGLQJWR-RDQVLIWKHZRPDQURGHRQWKHEDFNVHDW
VKHZDVVWHUHRW\SHGE\WKHSXEOLFDVD³VH[XDORXWODZ´SURPLVFXRXVLQVDWLDEOHDQGSRVVLEO\
bisexual. If she operated KHURZQELNHVKHZDVDOVRODEHOHGD³JHQGHUWUDLWRU´ZKR
WUDQVJUHVVHGJHQGHUHGQRUPVE\WDNLQJFRQWURORID³PDVFXOLQH´PDFKLQH+RPRSKRELDILJXUHV
ODUJHO\KHUHIRUWKH³JHQGHUWUDLWRU¶V´LPDJLQHGDPELJXRXVVH[XDOLW\PDGHKHUVFDU\WRQRQriders.121 Thus, female motorcycle operators were relegated to the margins of society. In a nonULGHU¶VZRUOGYLHZWKHSXEOLFGLVSOD\RIDZRPDQ¶VERG\FORWKHGEXWIXOO\YLVLEOHDWH\HOHYHO
(from the visual perspective of automobile occupants), on a motorcycle²whether on the back
or the front seat but especially as operator²was a symbol of excessive mobility, especially
after the end of World War II when gender roles were redefined and car seat heights lowered.
)URPVXFKDPLVRJ\QRXVKRPRSKRELFVWDQGSRLQWWKH³JLUO´RQ a motorcycle had placed a
phallus between her legs and had no legitimate business on that bike.
Not everyone rides a motorcycle. Yet, the topic of interaction between myths and
realities of riding, with its apparent relation to marginalization and resistance, impacts virtually
all of society. These were significant episodes in twentieth-century history that emphasize the
role that symbols (such as the bike and the essential biker) played in the negotiation of social
and cultural differences. It also speaks to questions of inclusion and exclusion, as the idea of
marginalization intersected with a larger sociopolitical world and a culturally unique
community emerged and evolved. The next chapter will look more closely at a specialized set
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of ritual practices and injunctions by which bikers found a certain sense of unity, group
identity, and community.
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CHAPTER FOUR
A CULTURAL HISTORY OF BIKER DEATH-RELATED RITUALS

In the past twenty years, many books about the motorcycling community have
appeared, nearly all of them non-academic productions marketed to a mass audience. Bikers
wrote some of them while others were written by either enthusiasts or individuals with chips on
their shoulders who wanted to criticize bikers. Collectively, popular cultural genres of
motorcycling literature have contributed to the set of mythological images that was mentioned
in Chapter Three and that made up the imagined biker lifestyle and culture.
However, rider death-related rituals have received little attention. Neither the popular
genres of literature nor the few scholarly motorcycle studies published to date have addressed
motorcyclist funerals, death rituals, or the ways in which riders viewed the afterlife. The
present chapter is, for the most part, cultural anthropological history, a survey of biker funerals,
rites, rituals and memorials in relation to military and other influences. It presents an
ethnographic historical interpretation of motorcycling funerary and death-related practices as
they evolved from the 1930s to the end of the century. For although much of biker culture
originated at the dawn of the twentieth ceQWXU\LWDSSHDUVWKDWXQLTXHULGHUV¶GHDWKULWHVDQG
rituals did not develop until much later.
I have participated in a countless number of motorcyclist funerals from 1983 through
last year, way too many. Several of them were for my closest friends. Most of the riders had
EHHQNLOOHGE\UHFNOHVVFDUGULYHUVYLRODWLQJWKHELNHUV¶ULJKW-of-way. Yet, I have been trained
to become an historian. Overall, one might say that I am very close to the topic of biker history
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and death ritual practices but not too close to present it in an analytical manner. To that end, the
organization of the chapter includes first some historical background. It identifies three
influences that shaped the development of these rituals: the Irish wake, 1960s countercultural
values and practices, and military death rites. Then, several sections follow that examine what
the rituals may have looked like from outside biker culture followed by descriptions of rider
meanings and beliefs.
The case studies in this chapter include one that was provided by my ABATE colleague
Art Murray, who made it possible by losing traction on a slippery mountain road near the land
of the sovereign Mouache-Capote (Southern Ute) Nation, crashing his Harley, and dying
because New Mexico highway engineers had banked that one curve the wrong way. Thus, even
this dissertation can be said to be an example of a motorcycling cultural death-related
PHPRULDODVRQHUHPHPEHUV$UW,ZLOOGUDZQRGLVWLQFWLRQVEHWZHHQWKHWHUPV³ELNHU´³ULGHU´
RU³PRWRUF\FOLVW´XQWLOWKDWparticular section. Rather, they will be used interchangeably due to
the historical interrelatedness of the entire riding community for most of the century up to that
GHFDGH WKHV )RUWKHUHZHUHDVPDQ\GHILQLWLRQVRIWKHZRUG³ELNHU´DVWKHUHZHUH
people who rode bikes.

The Irish Wake and the Counterculture as Influences
7KHERLVWHURXVIHVWLYHQDWXUHRIWRGD\¶VDIWHU-funeral biker receptions can be traced to
a pre-motorcycle tradition, the Irish wake. An ancient Gaelic celebration of the life of the
deceased, the wake typically occurred after the burial and included the consumption of copious
amounts of alcoholic beverages and other activities. Traditional wakes honored the memory of
the deceased by celebrating life. An event of renewal and rebirth required extraordinary
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degrees of celebration. It was regarded as a party for, and a remembrance of, the deceased. 1
Countless motorcyclists in the southwestern U.S. and northern México had Irish surnames and
ancestry, so it should be of little wonder if elements of an ancient Gaelic tradition continued for
generations without abatement and if they influenced riding culture in the Greater Borderlands.
Unlike the essential Irish wake, however, biker wakes after the mid-1960s were celebrated at
the end of a large group run and they often included quality rock bands or spontaneous,
sometimes brutal, fistfights.2
7KHFRQWULEXWLRQRIWKH,ULVKZDNHWRWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIULGHUV¶GHDWKULWXDOVZDV
supplemented by other more recent influences. Countercultural values and lifeways became
popular along the Alta California coast, in Austin, Texas, and in some other Greater
Borderlands communities among young people during the 1960s and younger motorcyclists
were very much involved in these social changes. The counterculture, like the wake, was a
lively phenomenon that influenced biker funerals and death rituals.3
0RWRUF\FOLVWV¶GHDWKPHPRULDOVFDQEHWUDFHGEDFNLQWLPHWRDWOHDVWZKHQRQH
funeral featured a motorcycle wheel decorated with flowers, placed on the casket. Yet, nothing
else differentiated that particular ceremony from ordinary non-rider funerals.4 Perhaps the
wheel was consciously or subconsciously placed on the casket as a subtle warning to the
PRXUQHUVQRWWRULGHVXFK³GDQJHURXV´PDFKLQHV+RZHYHr, the possibility exists that the
flower-bearing esthetic touch²D³SURIDQH´REMHFWLQDQRWKHUZLVH³VDFUHG´VHWWLQJ²was rather
intended as a kind of proto-countercultural statement that was thirty years too early, a
deliberate intrusion in the midst of the holy church.
%LNHUVRIWKHVµVDQGHDUO\µVFHUWDLQO\DWWHQGHGWKHIXQHUDOVRIGHFHDVHG
riders. However, their funerals were not significantly different from those of the non-riding
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Borderlanders of their time. Motorcyclist funeral practices were relatively conventional and
their only distinction from those of larger society must have been the large numbers of
motorcycles in the parking lots and their riders in attendance.5
The earliest known printed references to culturally distinct biker funerals are reports
DERXWWKRVHRI³&KRFRODWH*HRUJH´+HQGULFNVDQG-DPHV³0RWKHU´0LOHVWZR$OWD&DOLIRUQLD
San Francisco Bay Area Hells Angels Motorcycle Club (HAMC) members who died in
separate crashes in the mid 1960s. Both funerals included a procession of motorcycles that was
loosely structured and several bikes wide in some places. Miles, a Sacramento Hells Angel had
approximately three hundred riders at his January 1966 funeral including members of the
Mofos, the Marauders, Gladiators, Crossmen, Thunderbirds, Hangmen, and the Falcons.
+HQGULFNV¶V&\SUHVV/DZQIXQHUDOSUHFHGHGDZDNHLQ*ROGHQ*DWH3DUNFRPSOHWHZLWK
food, beer, a shaved ice fight, and at least two famous rock bands: the Grateful Dead as well as
Big Brother and the Holding Company. A huge crowd of hippies mingled with bikers from
FOXEVVXFKDV6DWDQ¶V6ODYHV0&WKH*\SV\-RNHUVWKH9DJDERQGV6DLQWV([HFXWLRQHUVWKH
Cossacks, and the Misfits. After his funeral, the Berkeley Barb printed an obituary with a
stylized sketched portrait of Hendricks that suggested a halo around his head. These events
were considerably larger than the average non-motorcyclist funeral.6
$ULGHU¶VIXQHUDOUHSRUWHGE\Life magazine became the inspiration for the first of a
series of preposterous, inaccXUDWH³RXWODZELNHU´PRYLHVIURPWRWKHHDUO\µVILOPVWKDW
were considered in Chapter Three. Filmmaker Roger Corman had taken notice of the magazine
account and used it as a basis for a B-JUDGHELNHUIOLFNLQZKLFKDKLJKO\GUDPDWL]HG³IXQHUDO´
serves as the climax. The films may have influenced actual motorcyclists who watched them,
leading to more changes in subsequent ceremonies far away from the Bay Area.7
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Aspects of the new funerals may plausibly be viewed socially as responses to
conventional non-rider funeral customs that existed at the time. Their emergence in history was
contemporary to that of the youth counterculture and significant social movements and
changes. Moreover, both sets of developments first occurred along the coast of Alta California
during those years. Characteristics of mid-V%D\$UHDULGHUV¶IXQHUDOVVHHPWRVLJQLI\WKDW
motorcyclists had an affinity with that societal development. For instance, the shaved ice fights
DW+HQGULFNV¶IXQHUDOZDNHVKRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHGWRKave been recreational and countercultural
rather than part of a Gaelic tradition.8
Such commonalities between bikers, hippies, and other people under the age of thirty
may be perfectly understandable when one considers that many motorcyclists in the latter half
of the twentieth century had never served in the armed forces. Although no polls are known to
have been taken, one gets the impression from the contents of productions such as popular
books, magazines, record album covers and underground newspapers that, by the late 1960s,
VDQGHYHQLQWRWKHHDUO\µVMLQJRLVWLFQDWLRQDOLVWLFPLOLWDULVPZDVDQDWKHPDWRPDQ\
riders (even those who were veterans). Furthermore, the HAMC, essentialized by some authors
to have been patriotic during those years, should not be portrayed in that way. Its extensively
publicized Oakland Chapter certainly wanted the U.S. to win the Vietnam War. They backed
up the Oakland Police to halt antiwar protesters and even wrote a letter and staged a press
conference volunteering for mercenary service. Nonetheless, members of other HAMC
FKDSWHUVGLGQRWDJUHHZLWK2DNODQG&KDSWHU¶VSROLWLFDOVWDQFH9 Describing such differences, a
IRUPHUVHFUHWDU\RI)ULVFR&KDSWHU³)UHHZKHHOLQ)UDQN´5H\QROGVVDLG
Somehow the Oakland Chapter got on this unexplained red-white-and-blue patriotic
WULSRIVPDVKLQJWKHSLFNHWOLQHV«7KH9LHW1DPZDUWULSLVWRPHOLNHDKLJKVFKRRO
graduate trip in running a bulldozer in smashing and blowing up machinery.
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Destruction in metal so that these phonys back home can keep their Du Pont production
lines rolling. Every now and then they do sacrifice a few lives to make it look real. 10
Such tensions between chapters of that club sometimes resulted in internecine
fistfights.11 Even the by-then obligatory funeral procession of motorcycles was more loosely
FRQGXFWHGLQWKHVDQGµVVRPHWLPHVPRQRSROL]LQJWKHHQWLUHURDGZD\IRUERWK
GLUHFWLRQVFRPSDUHGWRWRGD\¶VRUGHUO\WZR-by-two formations. They appeared to be
unorganized, unstructured events. Such a chaotic quality indicates a countercultural reification
of individual rider prerogative as well as group desire to temporarily establish control of large
areas of public space during the funeral. Ironically, motorcycle clubs that participated in such
events were highly organized and rituals of solidarity and difference were central to such
groups.12
The police escort of motorcycles in the funeral procession became customary by the
HDUO\V7KHDXWKRURIRQHQDUUDWLYHDFFRXQWZURWH³WKHIX]]HVFRUWHGXVWKURXgh one light
DIWHUDQRWKHU«´13 7KHWHUP³IX]]´DVVLJQLILHUIRUWKHSROLFHDOVREHWUD\VWKHDIILQLW\DQG
extensive cultural relatedness that existed between bikers and the counterculture; after all, a
³VTXDUH´ZRXOGQRWKDYHXVHGWKLVZRUG

The Military Influence and Veteran Bikers
An orderly dual-file, side-by-side regimentation developed years later in the early
1980s. By then, virtually every motorcyclist in the procession rode side-by-side with one other
bike in one long pack riding in one lane only. Precision riding in formation was highly valued
and admired by the end of the century. Only after 1988 did the pack become so tight and neat
WKDWD³PLVVLQJPDQIRUPDWLRQ´EHFDPHFXVWRPDU\LQVRPHSODFHVDQGDPRQJDIHZJURXSV
Accordingly, in the countless rows of two motorcycles each, the second row actually had only
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RQHELNHZLWKWKHRWKHUVSDFH³RSHQ´IRUWKHRQHGHFHDVHGPHPEHUZKRFRXOGQRORQJHUULGHLQ
the pack.
Yet, the custom of the missing man formation did not originate with the counterculture
or the practice of civil disobedience with its temporary full, maximal appropriation of public
space. Rather, it was borrowed from a similar military tradition in which a squadron of aircraft
would fly in formation with one plane missing in honor of the deceased pilot. Thus, the
³PLVVLQJPDQ´PRWRUF\FOHIRUPDWLRQZDVDVOLJKWPRGLILFDWLRQRIFRXQWHUFXOWXUDOSUDFWLFHV
one almost imperceptible element in an otherwise remarkably large public phenomenon. 14
Countercultural 1960s biker funerals were brought to the non-ULGLQJSXEOLF¶VDWWHQWLRQ
at about the time when military funerals from the Vietnam War were becoming frequent. One
may imagine a dissonant contrast having existed between these two sets of ritual practices. The
counterculture was essentially freeform while the military was regimented. Even so, military
symbolism, death rites, and practices (in addition to the missing man formation) have
LQIOXHQFHGPRWRUF\FOLQJFXOWXUHDQGULGHUV¶IXQHUDOULWXDOV15
Indicators of changes in biker culturally-influenced collective attitudes toward military
and patriotic themes can be recovered from biker magazines that typically reflected the values
of their readerships. Virtually no advertisements, pictures, or articles with military and
nationalistic themes appeared in these publications until the late 1970s. Symbols of nationalism
or military pride, both commercial and individual, were first published in the months
immediately prior to the U.S. bicentennial in 1976; they then disappeared only to recur
frequently from tKHODWHVWKURXJKWKHµVDQGWKHQSUHYDOHQWO\LQWKHV%\
ELNHUPDJD]LQHVVWDUWHGWRLQFOXGHFROXPQVDGGUHVVLQJYHWHUDQV¶LVVXHV16
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While few motorcyclists were doctors or lawyers, countless military veterans
encountered the joys of motorcycling for the first time in their lives during the two world wars.
$GLVWLQFWULGHUV¶FXOWXUHDOUHDG\H[LVWHGDWWKHHQGRI:RUOG:DU,DQGPDQ\YHWHUDQVZHUH
bikers. In 1919 El Paso, the Hounds included members who were former members of the
military. As PHQWLRQHGLQ&KDSWHU2QHPHPEHUVRIWKHILUVWZRPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOHFOXEWKH
Motor Maids of America organized just before U.S. involvement in World War II, served in
the military during that conflict. Several clubs past and present can be traced to military origins
and new ones were formed after the end of each war from World War I through the founding
RIWKH'HVHUW6WRUP5LGHUV0RWRUF\FOLVWVZHDULQJWKH³%OXH*RRVH´EDFN-patch in the 1940s
ZHUHWKHILUVWRIPDQ\FOXEVWRDFWXDOO\KDYHWKHZRUG³9HWHUDQV´on their backs. The HAMC
had impressive but little-known military origins. The Marines MC, the Buffalo Soldiers MC,
and the Legion Riders of the American Legion have been late manifestations of such a military
personnel-turned-biker phenomenon.17
In MéxicoWKH'RUDGRVGH9LOODWUDFHGWKHLUOHJDF\EDFNWR*HQHUDO)UDQFLVFR9LOOD¶V
unit known by that name. The names of other motorcycle clubs from Delícias Pueblo and
Ciudad Chihuahua to the Central Valley of Alta California similarly reflected a Villista
heritage. Some, including the Centauros de Juárez, the Valley Boys MC of east El Paso, and
one other club in central Chihuahua, incorporated such mythical elements associated with Villa
in the names of their clubs and in their back-patch artwork that included bandoliers, sombreros,
handlebar moustaches, and the Mexican national flag. Another club in the San Joaquín Valley
FDOOHGLWVHOIWKH3DQFKR9LOOD0&7KH5HYROXWLRQRIWKHVDQGµVHVSHFLDOO\WKHOHJDF\
of Villa, remained an important source of norteño pride and conveyed a great amount of
cultural capital in the Greater Borderlands both north and south of the border.18
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In Alta California and Arizona, military culture was very influential in many (but
certainly not all) of the HAMC chapters. An article and individual memorial published in a
1990s southern Arizona motorcycle-oriented newspaper provides us with a narrative account of
WKHIXQHUDORI$QWRQLR³(PR´6'XUDQDPHPEHURIWKDWFOXE7KHDXWKRUIDPLOLDUZLWK
+$0&MDUJRQZURWHWKDW'XUDQ³WRRNWKHµ%LJ5LGH¶RQWKHµ%LJ5HG0DFKLQH¶´0HPEHUV
from two countries, as well as other clubs, independent riders and family members, attended
the rosary convened in a crowded mortuary chapel with a Roman Catholic priest presiding. The
casket was then placed in a hearse. Motorcycles escorted the hearse to the burial site in the
cemetery adjacent to the chapel in a regimented, orderly manner, while most of the other riders
walked to the grave. After the gravesite service, a party²complete with music by the Belanger
Brothers Band and food including hamburgers, chicken, hotdogs, chili, chips, and potato
salad²was celebrated at their clubhouse. The published memorial featured four pictures and a
poem that included the military-GHULYHGSRSXODUFXOWXUDOWHUP³FDSWDLQRIP\VRXO´7KHDUWLFOH
described the progression of funeral events, complimented the service and party, expressed
FRQGROHQFHVDQGLQFOXGHGDPHVVDJHWRWKHGHFHDVHG³(PRµ5,3¶ 5LGHLQ3HDFH ZDWFK
over all of us, and we will all see you when oXUWLPHFRPHV+HOOV$QJHOV)RUHYHU´19
7KHVDPHMRXUQDOLVWZURWHDQRWKHUSXEOLVKHGPHPRULDOLQKRQRURI³:DUULRU,URQ´
Wheeler Allen Davis, a biker preacher who had served as a Christian chaplain in prisons and
jails. The article included a picture of the GHFHDVHGULGLQJKLV6SRUWVWHUWKHPLQLVWU\¶VORJRD
description of his ministry and his funeral, a reprint of a "Call to Repentance" that the deceased
had used in his ministry, and a poem written by his biker friend Jim Williams. The last stanza
of the pRHPZKLFKZDVDERXWWKH&KULVWLDQPLQLVWU\RIWKHGHFHDVHGUHDG³1RZWKHZDUULRULV
gone, Homeward bound was his last ride, On his steel horse of faithfulness, With WARRIOR
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,521RQLWVVLGH´/LNHPDQ\RWKHUPRWRUF\FOLVWIXQHUDOV'DYLV¶VZDVKHOGLQDchurch and
was well attended.20
As the last two examples indicate, values and symbolism adapted from military cultural
origins had some effect on biker death memorials. One article was steeped in militant Christian
ODQJXDJHLQKRQRURID³&KULVWLDQZDUULRU´ZKLOHWKHRWKHUPHPRULDOKRQRUHGDPHPEHURID
club that traced its foundation back to elite, nonconformist U.S. military aviation units.
Although differences in belief systems may have existed, many riders either shared a common
military experience or were influenced by the significant amount of time they spent in the
company of veteran motorcyclists.21
In the latter half of the twentieth century, if not earlier, many active-duty military
personnel self-identified as bikers that were living temporarily in an oppressive regimental
bureaucracy (the army or another armed service). Hated regulations, which eventually included
the mandatory wearing of ankle-covering boots, long sleeve pants and shirts, psycho-glow
Velcro vests, full-fingered gloves, and helmets (with all of the gear compulsory regardless of
the ambient air temperature in the desert Borderlands) often made the rider grossly
uncomfortable while riding but did not hinder his or her embrace of motorcycle culture. 22
Thus, a published death memorial fURPD86PDULQHEDVHFRXOGUHDG³<RXGLHGRQ
in Lebanon keeping peace. Your life was taken cheaply by some communist pig in a suicide
FDJH«´ )URPWKHVWKURXJKWKHHQGRIWKHFHQWXU\PDQ\ULGHUVXVHGWKHZRUG³FDJH´WR
refer to any car. For like a cage, the car enclosed and encased its occupants.)23 Sometimes
enthusiasm by armed forces personnel for motorcycling resulted in the submission of their
death memorials to the biker magazines. In addition, the overall influence of military life,
rhetoric, and death was obvious in the memorials.
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In the Borderlands, many military veterans rode with the clubs while others roamed in
the larger, non-affiliated riding population. Since military veterans at various times during the
twentieth century may have disproportionately become motorcyclists and joined clubs, their
influence upon the ways in which death memorials, funerals, and related rites were conducted
should not be surprising. Thus, military origins greatly influenced the alternative ritual
practices and perceptions of life and death that emerged in biker culture, particularly in
funerary rites.

Run For the Wall
In addition to symbols, funerals, and published articles, annual memorial runs
organized for purposes that included remembering and paying tribute to the dead took place in
the Greater Borderlands. Perhaps the greatest among these events was Run For the Wall
(RFTW), which has rolled across the Greater Borderlands and the continent every May since
1989. In the early years of RFTW, its puUSRVHZDVQRW\HWDUWLFXODWHGLQWKHIRUPRID³PLVVLRQ
VWDWHPHQW´DQGLWKDGQRW\HWEHJXQWREHFRQGXFWHGLQDPRUHDJJUHVVLYHO\PLOLWDQWPDQQHUDV
in recent years. The purpose was to simply travel to Washington, D.C. in order to participate in
Rolling TKXQGHU 57 DQHZDQQXDOSDUDGHRIPRWRUF\FOHVGHPRQVWUDWLQJLQIDYRURIYHWHUDQV¶
issues, which was staged from the Pentagon to the Vietnam Memorial Wall and scheduled on
the day before Memorial Day.24
7KHIDFWWKDW57¶VELNHSDUDGHRFFXUUHGH[DFWO\RQHGay before a national holiday
GHVLJQDWHGIRUKRQRULQJWKHQDWLRQ¶VGHFHDVHGYHWHUDQVZDVVLJQLILFDQW)RU5)7:DQG57
included military-LQIOXHQFHGULWXDOSUDFWLFHVDQGHOHPHQWVGHVLJQHGWRUHPHPEHUWKHGHDG³WR
honor the memory of those Killed in Action (K,$ ´25 7RH[SDQGSXEOLFDZDUHQHVVRIYHWHUDQV¶
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issues, RFTW used ceremonies, spokespersons, and the mass media all the way across the
country in areas that it passed through. Yet, RFTW and its rituals conducted for so many days
every May cannot be simply essentialized as death memorials, since the increasingly
widespread belief among participants was that live prisoners still existed overseas and that their
comrades were still being held in captivity in Southeast Asia.26 Social and political agendas
related WR5)7:DQGYHWHUDQV¶LVVXHVWUDQVIRUPHGWKHULWXDOVIDUEH\RQGDVLPSOHVHULHVRI
memorials to the dead.
6RXWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLD$%$7(PHPEHUVOLNH³*XQQ\´-DPHV*UHJRU\ILUVWRUJDQL]HG
RFTW. It initially went from Los Angeles through Las Vegas on its way to D.C.; therefore,
many of the riders lost their travel funds in slot machines that rendered them financially unable
to continue the run. Only fifteen of the 115 riders that started in California made it all the way
to D.C. In those early years, the RFTW organizers eventually decided to stay away from Vegas
and to reroute the run through Flagstaff, Albuquerque, and then from Angel Fire Memorial
across Apachería north and east through Cimarron, New Mexico, Colorado and Kansas.27
In 1993, I started riding with them every year and still do. The beginnings of a mission
statement appeared shortly after I joined them, as its purpose was now to not only memorialize
WKRVHZKRGLHGZKLOHVHUYLQJLQWKHPLOLWDU\EXW³WRFUHDWHDJURXQGVZHOORIVXSSRUWIRUDOO
American Prisoners of War and Missing in Action´ HPSKDVLVLQWKHRULJLQDOGRFXPHQW 
%LOOLQJLWVHOIDVD³SLOJULPDJH´WKHUXQ¶VWZRPRWWRVDWWKHWLPHZHUH³7KH\)RXJKW)RU<RXU
)UHHGRP1RZ)LJKW)RU7KHLUV´DQG³%ULQJWKHPKRPHRUVHQGXVEDFN´28
When Skipper (Wind and Fire MC, former U.S. Marine Corps) was assigned to become
SHUPDQHQWURDGFDSWDLQDIWHUWKHUXQKHWRRNWKHFUHDWLRQRI³DJURXQGVZHOORIVXSSRUW´
(as organizational purpose) to heart and, along with his wife Red Light, expertly created a
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massive media relations campaign that drew a great deal of attention to the run in every area it
passed through. They organized outstanding ceremonies conducted by local military and
YHWHUDQV¶RUJDQL]DWLons everywhere along the route. The lasting relationship that the pair
established between RFTW, Navajo Nation, the until-then U.S.-classified Code Talkers
(usually Dinéh and former USMC), and Tségháhoodzáni (Window Rock) was probably
unprecedented in the history of international relations between indigenous and non-indigenous
countries. RFTW was the first non-Native group that the Navajos ever invited to participate in
Enemyway ceremonies in that sacred place.29
The significance of place and space should be mentioned here. Both before and after
5)7:¶VILUVWHQFounter with Dinéh medicine men, non-Indian motorcyclists often failed to
maintain any geographical distancing of themselves from traditional indigenous holy places. It
happened at the Paha Sapa near the Sturgis Rally every year since the 1930s and at several
sacred places in the Greater Borderlands that I hesitate to name here. They simply trespassed
on the sacred land whether knowingly or in ignorance. Such irreverent trespassing was
resented by Native peoples who had wanted only to be left alone. On other occasions in other
places, such as RFTW at Tségháhoodzáni, the American Indian nations and peoples invited
certain groups of non-Native bikers into their most sacred places and a few of the group
members to participate in the ancient rites (particularly those riders who remained visiting with
the people long after the secular ceremonies were complete).30
7KHUHVXOWVRIWKH³JURXQGVZHOO´WKDW6NLSSHU5HG/LJKWDQG5)7:FUHDWHGZHUH
subsequently most apparent in the border zone whenever people crossed the international
ERXQGDU\KHDGLQJQRUWKORRNHGXSDWWKH86IODJDQGVDZWKHEODFN³32:0,$<RX
DUH1RW)RUJRWWHQ´IODJIO\LQJGLUHFWO\EHORZLW$FRXSOHRIWKHULGHUVIURP3KRHQL[ZHUH
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MHDORXVRI6NLSSHU¶VDQG5HG/LJKW¶VOHDGHUVKLSDELOLWLHVDnd organizational skills, however,
and caused them to be deposed the following year. The board of directors decided that a road
captain would no longer be allowed to serve in that position for two or more years in a row.
Skipper and Red Light were too competent at their jobs and RFTW was unwilling to uphold
such high standards of individual and collective self-discipline, group-riding coalescence, postmilitary bearing, or impeccable professional coordination. Many of the regular annual
participants said that the whiners in south central Arizona won while everyone else lost.31

RFTW After Sunset and the Temporary Seizure of Public Space
In Run For the Wall: Remembering Vietnam on a Motorcycle Pilgrimage, Raymond
Michalowski and Jill Dubisch present us with a day-to-day cultural anthropological account
and analysis of the run during those later years, emphasizing how its healing qualities, rituals,
and ideological dimensions operated. After thorough analysis, they conclude that the best path
to attain collective healing is to remember all dimensions of Vietnam from all perspectives as a
great tragedy that may help humankind prevent similar mistakes in the present and future.
These scholars problematize processes of individual and collective memory as well as the
Vietnam War as tragedy. Run For the Wall is an excellent social scientific source for more
information about RFTW in the 1990s.32
Michalowski and Dubisch emphasize what RFTW looked like during the day.
However, most every evening half of the pack camped for free in donated campgrounds while
the other half (including my two scholarly colleagues and friends) stayed in hotel rooms.
6LJQLILFDQWO\WKHUXQ¶VUXOHVIRUSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQFOXGHGDVWDWHPHQWWKDWQRGUXJVRUDOFRKRO
would be consumed during the day before they camped and there was a good reason for
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placing such a stipulation predominantly on the run flyer itself. Run For the Wall nights were
remarkably different, so much so that they resembled party runs that were completely unlike
the daytime RFTW. OQFHUWDLQHYHQLQJVWKHORFDO$%$7(DQRWKHU052RUYHWHUDQV¶
organizations donated several kegs of beer, a rock and roll dance party band, a bonfire, or other
appropriate elements (in addition to the fuel stops and toll road payments that the MROs
donated during the days), which tended to encourage a party atmosphere. Many were the nights
when riders barely crawled into their tents after drinking until 3:00 a.m. Women from the local
areas often came to the campground or the adjacent lounge at night to dance and to party with
the veterans and the possibilities resulting from such encounters were seemingly unlimited.
The Michalowski and Dubisch text is an expert, professional social scientific account of the
portion of RFTW that occurred during the day, but not the night.33
Soon after Run For the Wall was published, the character of the (daytime) run
coincidentally changed. In 2001, an additional annual southern route RFTW was launched that
went from Los Angeles through Phoenix, Tucson and one section of the border zone through
El Paso, then Van Horn, Dallas, and across the Southern states. The additional route was seen
DVDGLVDVWHUIURPGD\RQHKRZHYHUDVRQHRILWVQHZGDLO\RUJDQL]HUV³EURNHUDQN´IURP
5)7:¶VURRWVLQ$%$7(DQGDWWHPSWHGWRHQIRUFHKLVRwn pseudo-regulation that everyone
PXVWZHDUDKHOPHW8VLQJDFOLFKpIURP5)7:UKHWRULFELNHUVVDLGWKDWKHKDG³DQDWWLWXGH´
Many veterans ignored him, however, and rode wearing what they wished according to their
own proclivities.
Meanwhile farther north, the roadguards on the original RFTW route became more
militant after 2001. Instead of politely talking to motorists in gas stations to persuade them to
leave soon at the risk of being parked-in for thirty minutes, as they had done in previous years,
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now they actually began to rudely order non-riders to vacate the premises as though the
civilian car drivers were army soldiers or the station was an area of military operations. They
thus commandeered a gas station every hundred miles or so. The roadguards started bullying
gas station employees, the general public, and members of the press resulting in the emergence
of lukewarm publicity and general public animosity toward the run and toward motorcyclists in
general.34
While not a club, RFTW and similar narrow-issue riding organizations sold club-like
back patches to anyone wishing to purchase one, rode together in a large pack as they tried to
WLJKWHQLWXSWRUHVHPEOHWKDWRIDUHDOFOXEDQGLWVULGHUVFDOOHGHDFKRWKHU³EURWKHU´DQG
engaged in ritual practices that had previously evolved for generations. To an outsider who
may not have known much about biker culture, RFTW looked like a large club and acted like a
club. After the turn of the twenty-first century, however, the gradually increasing level of
aggressiveness on the part of its advance roadguards, as they quickly took charge of entire
multi-island gas stations and threw their weight around, exceeded any offense that the
Bandidos MC or the HAMC had ever been imagined to have committed in the previous fifty
years.35
To a longtime rider, RFTW appeared to be just another manifestation of the general
exploitation of motorcycling culture for external purposes that did not help the riding
community or the rights of riders. The organization that RFTW evolved into existed primarily
for outside political and social reasons and used motorcycles to promote an agenda that became
more clearly defined over time and was designed for the sole benefit of veterans. Similarly,
other riding organizations and pseudo-clubs appeared in the late twentieth and early twentyfirst centuries whose interests and constituencies consisted of border patrol agents, commercial
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concerns, police officers, or other special groups and their supporters. Since they and their
organizational purposes did not inure to the benefit of the motorcycling community, one may
say that they robbed biker culture of its greatest resource²its people²and exploited them for
other purposes.
Many military veteran riders throughout the Greater Borderlands did not ride on
5)7:¶VFURVV-country runs. For example, on Memorial Day 1998 the Flagstaff, Arizona
9HWHUDQV0HPRULDOLQ&LWL]HQV¶&HPHWHU\ZDVGHGLFDWHGE\ILYHFKDSWHUVRIWKH9LHWQDP
Veterans MC and other veterans' organizations. The rituals included a parade through town
with U.S. flags flying on the motorcycles, speeches by politicians, music, cannon fire, and a
twenty-one-gun salute in honor of deceased veterans.36

Post-Counterculture Outward Appearances
While hippie and countercultural forms waned or were appropriated commercially in
the 1970s, biker culture continued to develop along a divergent path and crystallized in its own
distinct ways. Unlike many ex-KLSSLHVZKRZHUHVDLGWRKDYH³VROGRXW´WR³WKH0DQ´PDQ\
motorcyclists of the 1970s refused to cut their hair short and continued to reject mainstream
cultural norms while embracing other distinct symbols, clothing styles, and behavior. The postUHYROXWLRQULGLQJFXOWXUHLQFUHDVLQJO\YDOXHGVHSDUDWLVPZKLOHUHWDLQLQJWKHFRXQWHUFXOWXUH¶V
values and ideals related to moral relativity, free love, and individuality.37
In Alta California and throughout the Greater Borderlands, a different outlook toward
death also developed, a somber fatalism that at least one mass cultural production characterized
as a collective flirtation with the Grim Reaper. For many riders of that era, death became a way
of life in an impulse that reflected the contemporary style and sensibilities popularized by Ozzy
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Osbourne and Black Sabbath among that proto-KHDY\PHWDOEDQG¶V non-ULGLQJIDQV6DEEDWK¶V
VRQJ³:DU3LJV´RQWKHLUPXOWL-platinum album Paranoid (Warner Brothers, 1971), a critique
of the generals, the military industrial complex and mutually assured destruction, was an
anthem of sorts among both bikers and youthful rock and roll enthusiasts. Before the kids
started to dress up like bikers, they had already developed a style of doom and gloom while
actual motorcyclists²many of whom were by now slightly older than them²embraced
symbols of death in their words and in thHLUELNHV¶SDLQWMREV38
Much of the influential artwork (both gas-tank and published works) in early 1970s
biker magazines featured a motif of morbidity. One out of seven t-shirts sold in these early
editions portrayed stylized images of death. Even the centerfolds in some of these publications
depicted not a nude woman, as might be expected, but were instead the sites of personal or
collective death memorials.39 One such published memorial included an eerie haiku-style poem
in which Elliott Fried predicted his own death:
,GUHDPW,GLHGE\WUXFN«
The impact. Flung
/LNHVHHGHQWHULQJHDUWK«´40
Another published memorial featured surreal artwork including a barely recognizable, stylized
image of Big Sur (between Monterey and San Luis Obispo, Alta California), an expressionistic
highway ribbon winding above ground level, meandering through a skull. The art on the two
pages included human half-skulls. Of the eight poems on those pages, two addressed rider
afterlife spirituality, two were individual death memorials, two graphically described fatal
crashes, and five were related to death in some way.41
After the mid-1960s, patch-holding clubs and other groups held more motorcycle runs
in honor of deceased members either in conjunction with the funeral or at a separate time.
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Some annual memorial runs were for an individual while others were in honor of many riders.
During most of these runs, the motorcyclists took a ride to the location of death where a
ceremony reflecting the beliefs of the organizers was observHG7KHGHFHDVHGELNHU¶VIDYRULWH
beer or alcohol was usually poured onto the ground; sometimes flowers or tobacco were
utilized or placed there. If tobacco was used, then the ceremony was usually syncretic and
influenced by New Age elements rather than traditional Native American.42
Occasionally, such ritual practices were observed after a funeral service or during the
procession. The riders rode in formation (sometimes including the location of death in the
SURFHVVLRQ¶VURXWH DWWHQGHGWKHIXQHUDOWUDYHled to the cemetery, then went to the clubhouse
or another location for a wake or party, if it was not celebrated at the grave itself. During
funerals, the motorcyclists rode together in one large pack with the hearse (sometimes in front
of it, other times behind) and always in front of the cars or other vehicles. (Some bikers owned
hearses²that were either painted in psychedelic colors or preserved in their original paint
schemes²but they used them as chase vehicles hauling beer and other supplies for regular
runs only.) During actual funerals, the bikes departed the service in formation and left the
cemetery in the same manner. If a surviving brother in the 1970s had owed or had promised
any motorcycle parts to the deceased, then the survivor polished, painted, or otherwise
decorated these parts and placed them in the casket before it was closed.43
Present-day rider mores, including the custom of wearing whatever run pin or similar
accoutrement a brother may have given, can be traced to those years (if not earlier). Items
included not only ornamental pins but also other jewelry, war trophies, or similar personal gifts
that the deceased may have bestowed upon individuals.44 Such death rituals were described in
early issues of biker magazines that first appeared in the 1970s. In one published 1974 death
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memorial, the surviving brother wore an earring that his dead brother had given him. He wore
LWLQUHPHPEUDQFHRIWKHGHFHDVHG³>-@XVWDV,DOZD\VKDYHWKDWHDUULQJVRWRR,ZLOODOZD\V
KDYHP\EURWKHU´45
The GHVFULSWLRQRIKLVEURWKHU¶VIXQHUDOUHYHDOHGDZHDOWKRILQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKH
cultural system including expected ritual actions and aesthetic preferences. The author
indicated that the riders must have expended considerable amounts of effort while polishing
WKHLUULGHVIRUWKHIXQHUDOZRUNLQJ³ORQJLQWRWKHQLJKW´7KHVHYHUDOEDFN-patches of the
GLIIHUHQWFOXEVZHUHGHVFULEHGDV³PXOWL-FRORUHG´(YHQ³WKHJUHDVHDQGRLO´RQWKHSDWFKZRUN
ZDV³XQIRUJHWWDEOH´$YDULHW\RIFOXEVDQGRWKHUPRWRUF\FOLVWVDlong with a great number of
bikes participating were desirable, regardless of whether the deceased was actually known by
the participant. Such preference for a multitude of motorcycles from a large number of clubs at
such funerals was indicated by the phraVH³OLQHGXSIRUDEORFNDQGPRUHWKHORQJVOHHNIURQW
HQGVVWDEELQJIRUZDUG´46
Attendance at funerals was mandatory for all patch-holding club members. If the club
was responsible for funeral arrangements, then the deceased received proper and respectful
funerary rites. These included the arranging of traffic control and the organizing of a wake. The
club worked with the funeral home director, police, and other necessary parties. Members were
buried either while wearing their vests or the same were placed on top of the caskets
(depending on club protocol). The other clubs attended to show respect to the bereaved club.47
$FFRUGLQJWRDGHVFULSWLRQRIRQHPRWRUF\FOLVW¶VIXQHUDO³SDUWVRIWKHPRWRUF\FOHZHUHSXWLQ
the grave with him. That night the club hDGDSDUW\«KHZDVLQDSODFHZKHUHWKHFLWL]HQVDQG
FRSVZRXOGQRWERWKHUKLP´48
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Although a post-IXQHUDOSDUW\LQKRQRURIWKHGHFHDVHGPHPEHU¶VOLIHZDVFHUWDLQO\
customary by 1974, one description from that year lacked a definitive reference to it. Instead,
WKHELNHUDXWKRUZURWH³<HVWKHUHZDVDOPRVWDSDUW\DWWLWXGH%XWQRWTXLWH2QHJODQFHDWWKH
IDFHRIDQ\PDQRQDQ\RQHRIWKHELNHVZDVDZDUQLQJ«´7KHVXUYLYLQJEURWKHUDSSDUHQWO\
went for a high-speed ride, alone. As he later described his rXQ³6DQWDQDSOD\HGKLVVRQJLQP\
KHDG1RWHQVLRQ1RKDWH1RIHDU-XVWPHDQGP\VFRRWDQGSHDFH´49

Memorial Formations and Practices
In addition to funerals, annual runs, rituals at roadside monuments, symbols and
imagery of death, and published articles, other rider death memorials included the distribution
RI³,Q0HPRU\RI«´SDWFKHV7KHVHVPDOOHPEURLGHUHGFORWKLWHPVGHVLJQHGWREHVHZQRQWR
WKHIURQWRUVLGHRIWKHULGHUV¶OHDWKHURUGHQLPYHVWZHUHVRPHWLPHVVROGWRUDLVHIXQGVIRUWKH
family of the deceased or for the club. Other times, they were sold at-cost with no beneficiary
motive. Beginning in the 1990s, mourners who had been closest to the deceased sometimes
wore black armbands on their left side, an item that may have had its antecedents in various
military uniforms or traditions.50
The annual El Paso Toy Run, benefiting thousands of underprivileged children in El
Paso and Sunland Park, New Mexico, was dedicated to the memory of Frank Root, one of its
two cofounders in 1983.51 More recently, El Paso bikers started the Carlos Briseño Memorial
)RXQGDWLRQWRKHOSLQMXUHGULGHUVDQGVXUYLYRUVRIPRWRUF\FOLVWVWKDWGLHGRQWKHFLW\¶VVWUHHWV
Briseño, who had died during the Marine Corps Toys for Tots Run, was a victim of road rage.
In Las Cruces, New Mexico, the annual Barney Villa Memorial Run took place in late summer
during the weekend of the Hillsboro Apple Festival. The motorcyclists met at a Las Cruces
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restaurant for a specially prepared breakfast burrito brunch, then rode in a pack to the exact
curve location along the isolated desert road where Villa had mysteriously crashed and died in
the late 1990s. After observing a Christian-flavored freeform ceremony at his roadside cross
memorial, the riders then remounted and rode together into Hillsboro where the biker party in
the cantina overflowed onto the street. Many bikers rode on that memorial run and reveled in
the small Sierra County town. Within the first couple of years of the first Barney Villa run,
there was talk in Hillsboro about discontinuing the Apple Festival.52
Somewhat similarly, members of the SunRiders MC in Gallup, New Mexico hosted an
annual memorial run to remember and honor their deceased bothers and sisters. In 1998, it
started at a restaurant for breakfast and included a poker run / observation run, bike games, a
50/50 raffle, two bands, and a prize for the largest (other) club in attendance. The proceeds
went into a toy run fund to benefit children at Christmas. The purpose of the memorial run was
WR³SUHVHUYHWKHPHPRULHVRIIHOORZULGHUVZKRDUHQRORQJHUZLWKXV´53 Such runs were not
influenced much by military ritual forms.
Another form of honoring deceased riders at the end of the millennium was through the
staging of runs that raised money for medical research to find effective medicine to treat the
cause of death. Virtually every HOG chapter in the Greater Borderlands had an annual benefit
UXQIRUWKH0XVFXODU'\VWURSK\$VVRFLDWLRQ 0'$ 'HDOHUVKLSVDQGZRPHQ¶VPRWRUF\FOH
accessories shops organized breast cancer runs. Various clubs organized an annual run for one
medical association or another.54
Published memorials usually accented desirable traits the deceased was said to have
possessed. Often a memorial write-up served to provide examples of preferred character traits
for readers to live by in their own lives. For example, a 1993 Easyriders ³+DOO2¶)DPH´
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FROXPQLQFOXGHGDGHVFULSWLRQRI3DXO³3.´.OHLQDEDUWHQGHUELNHUZKRKDGGLHGZKLOH
SURWHFWLQJKLVFXVWRPHUVIURPJXQILUH³>7@KHFRXUDJHRIDEURZKRVHKHURLFVZRQ¶WEH
IRUJRWWHQ´LVFLWHG55 Such memorials reified proper character and behavior, denounced
incorrect or inept driving habits, or sometimes called the reader to become involved in relevant
social or political activities.
:KHQ-HUU\5RVV³<R]HPLWH´%ODLU$%$7(RI$UL]RQD¶VQHZO\HOHFWHGVWDWH
FRRUGLQDWRUGLHGLQWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶VVWDWHQHZVOHWWHUIHDWXUHGDIXOO-page memorial. The
story of how he had died appeared on page two. The memorial itself was on page five, farther
forward and larger than most others published in such a newsletter from the 1970s through the
µV+LVZLGRZ6XVLH%ODLUZURWHPRVWRILW+HUDUWLFOHLQFOXGHGH[SUHVVLRQVRIJUDWLWXGHD
short biography, an account of how she had met him, a description of how he had believed in
WKHZRUNRI$%$7(ZLWKDOOKLVKHDUWDQGKRZPXFKKHKDGOLNHGWRULGH³:KHQ-HUU\URGH
he was in 7th KHDYHQ«/HIWWKLVZRUOGGRLQJZKDWKHORYHGWRGR5,',1*,17+(:,1'´
The memorial page also featured a poem and a haunting double-exposed picture of the
deceased.56
Some individual death memorials could be found in unexpected places. Unique forms
RIELNHUGHDWKPHPRULDOVLQFOXGHGFOXERUDVVRFLDWLRQVSRQVRUVKLSVLQYDULRXV³$GRSWD
+LJKZD\´SURJUDPV SUHIHUDEO\DORQJWKHVHFWLRQRIURDGZKHUe the rider had died) and the
erection and periodic observance of ceremonies at roadside death memorial stones or crosses.
Many cantinas in the Greater Borderlands had memorials on their walls in honor of prominent
deceased bikers. These usually consisted of framed or unframed photographs or photographic
posters with captions. Some material cultural dedications were even more prominent. The vest
RI)ORUHQWLQR³/LFR´6XELD3UHVLGHQWRIWKH,URQ+RUVHVRI(O3DVRIURPXQWLOKHSDVVHG
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away in 2006, was not buried with him. Instead, his brothers and sisters encased it in a glass
GLVSOD\IUDPHFRPSOHWHZLWKDQ³,Q0HPRU\RI«´SODTXHWKDWZDVPRXQWHGRQWKHZDOORI
0XOOLJDQ¶V1RUWK%DUDQG*ULOOLQ(O3DVR2IWHQDULGHU¶VSROLWLFDORUVRFLDOVWDWXUHLQOLfe was
reflected in death by the size or nature of such artifacts.57

Rodney Dukes and Participant Observations
7KHILUVWUHDO³ELNHUIXQHUDO´WKDW,HYHUDWWHQGHGFRQYHQHGLQ6DQWD&UX]&DOLIRUQLDLQ
RUµ$VPRVWULGHUVDWVXFKDQHYHQWPD\QRt have ever met the deceased, so it was for
me, this first time. I did not even know his name, much less remember it. While most funerals
UHVXOWHGIURPDPRWRUF\FOLVW³GRLQJZKDWKHOLNHGWRGR´ LHULGLQJWKHELNH WKLVELNHU¶V
death was unusual becauVHKHKDGGLHGZKLOHEHLQJ³KDVVOHGE\WKH0DQ´+HKDGEHHQVKRWE\
a police officer while standing on a sidewalk in front of a business office at a strip mall. The
police later claimed to have had reason to believe that he was armed, but they had searched the
body and found that he had no firearms or other weapons.
A few days later, we all met in a parking lot on the west side of the city and rode
together in one big, long pack through the downtown area and out to the strip mall at the corner
of Soquel Drive and Capitola Road where he had died. Each stoplight and intersection was
blocked by either a police officer or one of the bikers (spontaneously serving as a roadguard)
so that the pack could safely and efficiently ride on through. Each motorcycle stopped
momentarily at the place where the deceased had fallen, while the women on the back seats of
the bikes threw roses and other flowers onto the precise spot on the sidewalk. The bikes then
rode in formation through the Live Oak section and on to the funeral home. Thousands of
riders attended and it took a long time to file past the casket. The two things that I remember
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the most about his body (and many others since then) were his youth and the fact that he was
wearing dark sunglasses and leather riding gear. There were also some engine parts in his
casket. After the service, the riders followed the hearse in procession to the cemetery, after
which they rolled to a saloon where there was a huge party. I do not recall going home that
night.
I also do not know what the gravestone looked like. In the latter half of the century,
such markers sometimes indicated road names or the fact that the deceased had ridden a
motorcycle. They usually did not, however; for sometimes non-riding family members²while
directing specific components of funerary ritual²obscured his or her identity and status as a
biker in the riding community. Other times, biker status was more obvious. The engraving on
one 1975 biker gravestone included the name of the deceased, his road name, birth and death
dates, and an engraved motorcycle with a sissy bar. An open bible bas-relief capped the
stone.58
,QFRQWUDVWWRPDQ\KHDGVWRQHVWKDWLJQRUHGDSHUVRQ¶VELNHULGHQWLW\URDGVLGHPDUNHUV
and monuments marking the places where riders had died invariably included information such
as the road name of the deceased as well as the name of the club or an acronym that may be
interpreted by insiders. The roadside marker on a southern Arizona desert mountain highway
dedicated to Rodney Dukes (November 11, 1972 - April 12, 1998), for example, did not
include these birth and death dates. Rather, his two-to-three feet high granite stone was
HQJUDYHGZLWK³:LOG&KLOG´ KLVURDGQDPH DQG³'7))'7´ 'HVHUW7KXQGHU)RUHYHU)RUHYHU
Desert Thunder) since he was a member of the Desert Thunder MC. I was there when his club
installed the marker.59
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Indeed, I had been present at the same place one year earlier when Dukes had died. On
Easter Sunday, 1998 he was riding with Thumper, president of his club, on separate bikes as
they were returning home from a large weekend rally. While going around a curve up on that
mountain, a car traveling in the opposite direction crossed the center line and violated their
right of way. The car driver struck Dukes head-on, killing him and broadsided Thumper as
well. My pack was about five minutes behind the two motorcyclists. When we arrived at the
scene, I helped some other riders administer last rites to Dukes, who was Catholic. He died
there lying on the ground at the side of the road. We MEDEVACed Thumper via helicopter
and assisted with crash scene management. Then the Department of Public Safety (DPS)
officers arrived. The car driver was not cited.60
One year later on Easter Sunday, a pack of Desert Thunder MC members planted the
monument stone at the place where the crash had occurred, only a few feet farther away from
the road at the exact place on the shoulder where Dukes had landed on the ground. I was the
only non-member of the club present, having been invited because I had helped to administer
last rites the year prior. The present syncretic ceremony included elements of Roman Catholic,
Gnostic, and Wiccan ritual combined with a song from Haudenosaunee (the six sovereign
Iroquois nations). After we smoked the pipe, some sacred tobacco was ritually encased within
WKHFRQFUHWHRIWKHVWRQH¶VIRXQGDWLRQ61 Each member was afforded an opportunity to either
address Wild Child or to speak about him. As we drank beer, we shared it with the deceased by
pouring some on the ground near the stone.

Roger Lyons, Lane Lolley, the Police, and Salvation through Integration
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Perhaps the most recent trend in the history of biker funerary developments during the
twentieth century consisted of the sudden appearance of inordinate amounts of police presence
that extended well beyond the usual need for officers assigned to traffic duty. Although
overwhelming police presence at funerals became significant in the Greater Borderlands only
late in the century, a similar incident occurred far from the border as early as 1977. That
autumn in Milwaukee, a group of ten or fifteen city police handcuffed Outlaws MC member
5RJHU³5RFNHU´/\RQVDQGWKHQEHDWKLPWRGHDWKZLWKELOOLH-clubs and boots and threw his
lifeless body into a paddy wagon. (I have heard stories about similar incidents that took place
in other places, including Phoenix, but this time it was noticed and extensively documented.
Having perused all available grand jury and other available documents, I outline the rest of this
incident here.) Days later during the funeral, the police kept driving their patrol cars alongside
the procession and swerving at the bikes. They wrecked at least one motorcycle.
0HDQZKLOHWKHFOXEPHPEHUVKDGWRVHUYHDVWKHSURFHVVLRQ¶VURDGJXDUGVEORFNLQJDOO
traffic lights and intersections themselves. Attorney Tony SanFelipo, who was present, said
that the club was so outraged that when the roadguard members went up the onramp to block
the right hand lane of the expressway, they did not even turn their heads to look at the traffic.
They just came up, stopped their bikes in the lane, and thus protected the pack without selfregard, seemingly demanding respect, submission and compliance because of the perceived
wrongs that had been committed against them and their brother.62
When the funeral arrived at the cemetery, the recently formed SWAT team already had
officers with a machinegun stationed on the roof of a nearby building. Some police were lined
up on the grass on one side of the graveyard while other officers apparently harassed a few of
the mourners. Since Lyons had been a veteran, an army national guard detail was present to
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render a twenty-one-gun salute, to play Taps, and to fold and present to his widow a U.S. flag
that was draping his casket. Before the national guard troops were able to perform their
ceremonial duties, however, the city police interrogated them as well, demanding that they
show identification cards and making them submit to pat-down searches.63
$VWKHELNHUSDOOEHDUHUVFDUULHG/\RQV¶VFDVNHWDFURVVWKe grass, the line of police began
to close in. Noticing their approach, the riders then temporarily set the casket down on the
ground, donned their motorcycle helmets and rushed the advancing police, running toward
them carrying bike chains and whatever else was readily available. The police unit saw the
motorcyclists running toward them so the officers stopped, turned around, and ran away.
Meanwhile, the SWAT officers on the roof did not open fire, but only watched.
After the police retreated, they stayed farther away from the funeral. No other unusual
events occurred that day. Perhaps since that particular police department and the Lyons death
was thoroughly investigated and later featured on the 60 Minutes television show, no similar
incidents are known to have occurred for the next two decades.64
It sometimes seems as though no institutional memory existed, however. Although in
subsequent years it was customary for the police to provide escort service for biker funeral
processions, in the late 1990s police departments in the Greater Borderlands north of the
border²especially in southern and central Arizona²have misconstrued the desire for such
service as an invitation to send in specialized units such as gang task forces or intelligence
gatherers. Overwhelming police presence at funerals, sometimes consisting of what one biker
FDOOHG³WZRFRSVIRUHYHU\PDQ´ZDVEHOLHYHGE\PRWRUF\FOLVWVWRKDYHEHFRPHSUREOHPDWLF
and, by the end of the century, included police videotaping of mourners and taskforce disregard
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for the norms and mores associated with common decency, respect for the dead, or the feelings
of survivors.65
7KH3UHVFRWW $UL]RQD $UHD1DUFRWLFV7DVN)RUFHDWWHQGHGWKHIXQHUDORI³7ZR'RJV´
Lane Lolley, a member of the Loners MC on January 30, 1999, setting up video cameras along
the funeral route and at a house across the street from Memory Chapel Mortuary on Grove
Avenue where the funeral convened. The police most likely videotaped the rituals in order to
identify riders in the procession or to gather a tally of various club memberships. All riders and
non-motorcyclists who were present viewed the videotaping very sternly, however, as did
others who learned about it. The general reactions were of disgust, anger, or indignation over a
police activit\WKDWZDVLQWHUSUHWHGDVDQ³XQ-American violation of [civil and religious]
ULJKWV´66
As with other funerary rites around the world, the principal meaning of twentiethcentury biker funerals, memorials, and rituals was to bring closure to survivors, to reinforce
belief in the worthiness of both the deceased and the group, and to remember and celebrate the
SHUVRQ¶VOLIH7RKelp a rider on his final ride by serving as pallbearer or riding in the
SURFHVVLRQZDVWRHQDFWWKHLGHDORI³EURWKHUKRRG´DQGWRWUDQVODWHRQH¶VIDLWKLQWRSUDFWLFH
The rituals often served to reify the club, motorcycling culture and lifestyle, or a political
agenda.
Patch-holding clubs were often spiritually cohesive subcultural formations that
resembled a combination of the extended family, the religious congregation, and the
organization oriented toward a favorite pastime. These societies were based on a profound love
for each other, a rejection of the larger society, and a specific way of life. Moreover, some
clubs had a member who was its chaplain and such an individual was often familiar with holy
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VFULSWXUHVSHUVRQDOFRXQVHOLQJDQGUHOLJLRXVULWXDOV7KHLQGLYLGXDO¶VURDGQDPH²³3UHDFKHU´
RU³3UHDFK´RUVRPHWKLQJVLPLODU²sometimes reflected such status.67
Spiritual beliefs partly determined the elements and sequence of motorcycle funerary
rituals. If the body was not present for a memorial ceremony, the club rode to the location of
death in order to seek the spirit of the deceased. On the other hand, the riders escorted the
ELNHU¶Vspirit whenever they rode with the hearse. They left the service riding in formation in
order to release the spirit of the deceased. In some clubs, such rituals for separation of the spirit
from the body were also observed in order to maintain the strength of the club in terms of
cohesion and power.68
The value of wholeness, in terms of oneness between the rider and the ride, also
recurred as a sub-theme in funerals and death memorials. In a comprehensive review of three
ERRNVWKDWLQFOXGHV5REHUW03LUVLJ¶s best-selling Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance1DQF\&RUVRQ&DUWHUFDOOVLWDEHOLHILQ³VDOYDWLRQWKURXJKLQWHJUDWLRQ´,QKLV
autobiographical epic, Pirsig searched for the manifestation of Quality. He had concluded that
Quality was attainable or recoverable only when form and substance became reintegrated.
3LUVLJ¶VZen LV&DUWHU¶VPDLQVRXUFHIRUH[SORULQJKROLVWLFEHOLHIVDQGSUDFWLFHVLQ
motorcycling. Carter takes motorcycle culture into consideration but does not specifically
address funeraU\SUDFWLFHV3LUVLJ¶VDXWRELRJUDSKLFDODFFRXQWPHDQZKLOHZDVRQO\PDUJLQDOO\
LQIOXHQWLDOLQDFWXDOELNHUFXOWXUH+RZHYHUERWK3LUVLJ¶VGHVFULSWLRQVRIUHODWLRQVKLSVEHWZHHQ
KXPDQDQGPDFKLQHDQG&DUWHU¶VUHDGLQJRIKLVZen are adept and applicable. Carter rightfully
reifies the oneness that came to exist between the biker and the bike, a quality of life value and
goal within the culture that was most important throughout the history of motorcycling. Taking
her concept one step further to apply it to historical metaphysical ideology for this present
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dissertation chapter, the human and the machine were seen as one in the afterlife. Such celestial
union, along with value signifiers such as riding balance and unmolested peace, reinforced the
worldly value of safe and edifying riding practices here on earth.69

Beliefs concerning the Afterlife
To describe what such a metaphysical existence was imagined to look like, I will now
resort to the outlining of a popular joke that was told and retold during the 1980s around the
campfires of countless motorcycle runs. For even tales told in jest sometimes included
elements of group belief systems. According to the story, three bros die and have to report to
Saint Peter at the Pearly Gates of Heaven. The venerated guarGLDQILQGVWKHILUVWGHDGELNHU¶V
name in the Book of Life and then reminds the deceased that, while alive, he had treated his
HPSOR\HHVSRRUO\KDGFKHDWHGRQKLVRO¶ODG\DQGKDGOLYHGDOHVV-than-virtuous life. For
being such a notorious sinner, he now has to ride a Suzuki GS 550 in heaven for the rest of
eternity. He starts up his little bike and rides through the gates into heaven.
Saint Peter then finds the name of the second biker and informs him that he had lived
an average life, that he had done more good than evil deeds, and reminds him that he had
FKHDWHGRQKLVRO¶ODG\EXWRQO\RQFH)RUOLYLQJDPHGLRFUHOLIHKHLVLVVXHGD+DUOH\Davidson Sportster. He would be able to ride a Harley in paradise but would have to perform a
great deal of maintenance. The deceased mounts his medium-sized bike and rides into heaven.
7KHWKLUGEURWKHUDFFRUGLQJWR6DLQW3HWHU¶V%RRNKDGOLYHGDQH[HPSODU\OLIHDQGZDV
³WRWDOO\ULJKWHRXV´+HKDGEHHQJHQHURXVWRKLVFOXEEURVDOZD\VKDGDJUHDWDPRXQWRf
³FODVV´DQGQHYHUFKHDWHGRQKLVRO¶ODG\+LVUHZDUGIRUVXFKFRQGXFWDEUDQGQHZGHOX[H
Harley-Davidson Softail with the latest Evolution engine dressed completely in chrome, would
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UHIOHFWWKHOLJKWRIWKH$OPLJKW\PLJKWLO\:LWKJUHDWPLUWKDQG³DELJZLGHJULQ´KHSURXGO\
fires up the new bike and enters the Gates.
One week later, the ultimate biker rally convenes in the kingdom of heaven and the
WKUHHVHHHDFKRWKHURQFHDJDLQKDYHDGULQNWRJHWKHUDQGFKHFNRXWHDFKRWKHU¶VULGHV7KH
righteous RQHZLWKWKHEHVWPRWRUF\FOHKRZHYHULV³UHDOO\EXPPHGRXW´DQGFU\LQJSURIXVHO\
:KHQWKHRWKHUWZRDVNKLPZK\KHLVVREELQJKHUHSOLHV³/DVWZHHN,VDZP\RO¶ODG\ULGLQJ
DPRSHG´70
Other jokes indicative of biker culture existed; however, this was the only one I recall
that related to the afterlife. This old joke was certainly misogynous to the extent that it
objectified women and their sexuality. It could easily fit into Chapter One and a discussion of
gender relations. Even so, I argue that it also reveals elements of the collective metaphysical
belief system within hardcore biker culture. It was more than just a sexist campfire story
designed to elicit laughter. For in circumstances and forums that were more serious, imagery of
the afterlife resembled certain elements of the joke. In their hearts and minds, many riders
believed that heaven would be a place for motorcyclists only (especially at a time when bikers
were routinely barred from so many restaurants, bars, and hotels here on earth) and that they
would be able to ride celestial scooters after dying and arriving there.
Belief that the deceased continued to ride after death pervaded practically all
subcultures of motorcyclists, from one-percent clubs to HOG members. Where the spirit of the
deceased was believed to be riding varied. Sometimes the afterlife riding route was visualized
as traveling through the underworld or hell or, more frequently, here among us in the spirit
realm of earth.71 One 1974 after-funeral ride description, for example, included the implied
belief that the deceased rode here among us:
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,VPLOHGWRP\VHOI,NQRZ,ZDVDORQHRQWKDWUXQ<HW«,ZDVQRWDORQH)URPWKH
corner of my eye I saw another scooter. I heard the sound of its engine. I saw the color
of its paint. I felt its presence beside me. And I knew its rider even before I turned my
head. My smile reflected my inner feelings a thousand times over. For there, beside me,
riding tall and laughing, was my brother.72
More commonly, motorcyclists believed that the after-death run was in the sky between
FORXGVLQ³+DUOH\+HDYHQ´RULQKHDYHQZKHUH*RGURGHDPRWRUF\FOH.73 In a 1974 memorial
SRHPDELNHUQDPHG³&DUQH\´ZURWH³+HULGHWKQRZLQWKHD]XUHVN\XSRQDJROGHQ
+DUOH\«+HULGHWKIUHHKHULGHWKIDU'UDSHGLQDJROGHQVKURXG«LQ+HDYHQIURPFORXGWR
FORXG´74 Years later, messages in balloons were launched into the sky during a biker
SUHDFKHU¶VIXQHUDO$FFRUGLQJWRDUHSRUWHUWKDWDWWHQGHGWKHULWH³>7@KH\ZHUHVHHNLQJLWV
QHZHVWPHPEHURIKHDYHQ´7KHUHSRUWer also described the deceased as riding home on his
motorcycle.75
Most published individual memorials in the late twentieth century that I surveyed
referred to some sort of afterlife including some kind of reference to riding a bike there. A few
mentioneGDKHDYHQRUD³+DUOH\+HDYHQ´$URXJKO\HTXDOQXPEHURIWKHSULQWHGPHPRULDOV
referred not to heaven but to named clubs. Half of these were patch-holding clubs. The total
number of magazine-published memorials for one representative month was eighteen, written
by fourteen men and four women. Thirteen of the memorials referred to an afterlife, including
VRPHUHIHUHQFHVWRULGLQJLQWKDWDIWHUOLIH)RXURIWKHPPHQWLRQHGKHDYHQRU³+DUOH\+HDYHQ´
Four referenced specifically named clubs. Two of the four were patch-holding clubs. One
PHPRULDODVNHGWKHGHFHDVHG³36'RHV*RGULGHD+DUOH\"´76 In southern Arizona, a Raw
7KXQGHUZRPHQ¶VULGLQJDVVRFLDWLRQQHZVOHWWHULQZKLFKDPHPRULDOGHGLFDWLRQWRDGHFHDVHG
member named Darchelle appeared, also mentioned ritual activities that were based upon the
belief that she still rode with her sisters here on earth.77
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Art Murray, Pam Meck, and Tension between Biker and Non-biker Rituals
$UW0XUUD\¶VIXQHUDOLQ)ODJVWDII$UL]RQDLOOXVWUDWHGWKHJURZWKDQG
manifestation, especially during the 1990s and after, of a cultural conflict that had developed
between traditional bikers and non-riders, one that became more complex when the latter group
allied itself with new motorcyclists. These new riders had surfaced as a demographic subgroup
after 1984, when the Harley-Davidson Evolution engine made it possible for individuals who
lacked mechanical aptitude to become owners and operators of Harleys. Many longtime bikers
GLVPLVVHGWKHVHQHZPRWRUF\FOLVWVDV³\XSSLHV´RU³58%V´ ULFKXUEDQ³ELNHUV´ ZKLOHRWKHU
old-school riders saw some hope for the new motorcyclists, welcoming them to runs, events,
and meetings.78
Murray was no RUB, however. A Vietnam veteran and pensioner, he had been an
ABATE member, activist, and biker for almost all of his adult life. In his heart and in his
GHHGV0XUUD\ZDV³$%$7()RUHYHU´WRXVHWKHZRUGVRIODWHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\ULGHUV
Even so, his funeral was much different from those of most bikers over the previous
thirty years. His surviving family members, especially his widow Annie Murray, were not
motorcycle enthusiasts like him and were unknown in the riding community, yet she and her
family excluded those friends who were closest to him from the ritual planning phase.
Subsequently, most bikers attending his funeral²having traveled from around Arizona,
Southern California, and many other places²viewed the rites as somewhat inept, dissonant, or
SDWKHWLF 0RVWDWWHQGHHVZHUH$UW0XUUD\¶VIHOORZ$%$7(PHPEHUV ,DWWHQGHGWKHIXQHUDO
in a downtown storefront church, an uncommon venue for a biker death rite. Unlike virtually
DOORWKHUIXQHUDOVDQGLQVSLWHRI0XUUD\¶VH\HVEHLQJEODFNHQHGIURPKLVFUDVKKLVERG\ZDV
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QRWZHDULQJVXQJODVVHV,QDGGLWLRQ0XUUD\¶V$%$7(EURWKHUVZHUHGLVVXDGHGfrom placing
motorcycle parts or other objects in the casket.
7KHIDFWWKDW0XUUD\¶VIXQHUDOVHUYLFHZDVLQDELEOH-thumping fundamentalist church
significantly highlights the conflict that had emerged: a cultural struggle between traditional
bikers like MXUUD\ZKRZHUHE\QRPHDQV³UHOLJLRXV´DQGRUJDQL]HGHYDQJHOLFDOJURXSVWKDW
used family members to control the lifeless bodies of riders for their own agendas. Since his
widow was a right-wing religious devotee, she apparently had decided to use her husEDQG¶V
death as a way to condemn the biker culture that he had loved so much. She and her family
FKRVHDQRYLFHPRWRUF\FOLVWWKDWIHZSHRSOHNQHZYHU\ZHOODVDWRNHQ³ELNHU´VSHDNHUGXULQJ
the funeral rite, one who Art Murray had taken under his wing during the final few months of
his life. Standing on the stage wearing brand-new leathers and high-water blue jeans with very
few miles on them, up in front of a room full of real bikers and firefighters, the novice himself
VDLGLWDOOZKHQKHVWDWHG³«$UWZDs my best friend. But to Art, everybody was his best
IULHQG´,QOLIHWKHGHFHDVHGKDGLQFOXGHGDQHZULGHUDQGWKLVSDUWLFXODUPRWRUF\FOLVWIHOW
honored to have met Murray (as he should have). The other two speakers during the service
ZHUH0XUUD\¶VIRUPHr Burbank (California) Fire Department Captain and the antimotorcycling preacher of the church. Most shocking to the bikers present, the preacher
SURFHHGHGWRGHOLYHUDFDQQHG³UHSHQWRUSHULVK´OHFWXUH³EHFDXVH$UWZRXOGKDYHZDQWHGLW
WKDWZD\´
It soon became obvious that many in the captive audience²0XUUD\¶VGHDUHVWIULHQGV
who had known him much better²were deeply hurt and offended by what they believed to be
a verbal assault. A barely audible level of seemingly agitated talking arose throughout the
audience. After the funeral service, the bikers and riders went outside and had their traditional
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ORXGSLSHVDOXWHWKHQIROORZHGWKHKHDUVHWR&LWL]HQV¶&HPHWHU\ZKHUHWKH$PHULFDQ/HJLRQ
conducted military graveside rites. In subsequent days, it became apparent to me that the
ELNHUV¶FROOHFWLYHGLVSOHDVXUHZLWKWKHIXQHUDOVHUYLFHDQGJUDYHVLGHULWHVZDVHYHQJUHDWHUWKDQ
had previously been realized. Apparently, the service insulted the community because of the
IDPLO\¶VFKRLFHRID³\XSSLH´VSHDNHUWKHOHQJWKDQGDEXVLYHQDWXUHRIWKHSUHDFKHU¶VVHUPRQ
KLVXWWHUIDLOXUHWRDGHTXDWHO\DGGUHVV$UW0XUUD\¶VOLIHDQGHYHQWKHTXDOLW\RIWKHJUDYHVLGH
rites. The Legionnaires were criticized for their sloppy appearance, their tape-UHFRUGHG³7DSV´
their unfamiliarity with and confusion about whom to present the flag to, and the fact that the
loosely folded flag fell apart as it was handed to Annie Murray.79
A subsequently printed memorial published in the local HOG newsletter attempted to
address some of the complaints and discussed them in the context of a particular sort of
³&KULVWLDQ´GLVFRXUVH7KHDXWKRUH[SUHVVHGKLVSOHDVXUHWKDW0XUUD\ZDV&KULVWLDQDQGWKXV
³VDYHG´EXWDOVRDSSURSULDWHGDQHOHPHQWRIULGHUVSLULWXDOEHOLHIVE\UHIHUULQJWRWKHVXUYLYors
being able to ride with Art again sometime in the future. The article started philosophically,
segued into fundamentalist theological dogma, and then honored Annie Murray for having a
³&KULVWLDQ´IXQHUDO80
That same edition of the HOG newsletter included another memorial written by the
VDPHQRYLFHULGHUWKDWKDGVSRNHQDW0XUUD\¶VIXQHUDO+LVDUWLFOHEHJDQE\WKDQNLQJHYHU\RQH
for attending, stated that Annie and her family liked the procession, and encouraged the reader
to visit her. The author then iQFOXGHGDVDOHVSLWFKIRULQRUGLQDWHO\RYHUSULFHG³,Q0HPRU\RI
$UW0XUU\´SDWFKHVLQWKHSXEOLVKHGPHPRULDOPLVVSHOOLQJ$UW¶VODVWQDPH7KH\VXEVHTXHQWO\
sold very few; instead, everyone bought the four-GROODU³,Q0HPRU\RI$UW0XUUD\´SDWFKHV
from MurrD\¶V$%$7(FKDSWHU81
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In addition to the Murray funeral fracas, similar conflicts between the riding
community and non-riding individuals who were next-of-kin occurred during those years in the
death rites of Pam Meck and of several other bikers throughout the Greater Borderlands. In the
case of Meck, her reclusive widower quickly cremated her remains and had his own secret
IXQHUDODWDQXQUHYHDOHGSODFHDQGWLPH7KXVQRFORVXUHZDVPDGHDYDLODEOHWR3DQ0HFN¶V
closest friends, all of them motorcyclists.82
Discrimination against riders was believed to be a powerful force, even as late as the
1990s. Regardless of the motives of family members or organizations that marginalized,
excluded, or hurt grieving bikers who had lost loved ones, motorcyclist funerary rites and
rituals evolved and survived the twentieth century. Their origins were richly diverse and
reflected larger historical and cultural trends, formations, and societies that riders themselves
had been a part of. Biker ritual forms evolved largely from the 1960s and sometimes clashed
with the customs of conventional funerals and memorials observed by non-riding society. It
seems that unique cultures could emerge in the midst of society, yet remain unperceived by
outsiders for a long time. The next chapter examines political dimensions of motorcycling
culture over the course of the twentieth century, particularly biker ideology in the Greater
Borderlands.
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CHAPTER FIVE
,'(2/2*<$1'5,'(56¶25*$1,=$7,216

This final chapter is a discussion of ideological, rhetorical and discursive distinctions,
commonalities, and interactions between motorcycling organizations and elements of nonriding society. It considers some reasons behind the actions of bikers and non-bikers including
values or ideas held as expressed in sociopolitical terms. The discussion will deal primarily
ZLWKIRXUSKHQRPHQDRIULGHUV¶RUJDQL]DWLRQDOSROLWLFDOH[SUHVVLRQDQGVRPHUHODWHG
interactions with non-rider values and ideological trends. First, Progressivism as rhetorical,
linguistic, and ritual expression by members of riding organizations from around 1890 through
and beyond the Progressive Era of the 1890s and first two decades of the twentieth century and
beyond 1920 should be considered as a reflection of, and latent retention of, dominant trends in
American society.
Second, some motorcycle organizational leaders, if not many members, embraced some
popular cultural strands during the 1930s that today would be recognized as fascist. Their
generational trend and its associated remnant organization are then contrasted with later nonpartisan, inclusionary, rights-oriented organizations and their associated discourse that
occurred from the 1970s through the end of the millennium. The latter can be viewed as a
liberal populist libertarian rhetoric engaging in a debate with some non-rider sociopolitical
elements that spoke a reactionary language of safety, modernity, and conformity that
contrasted with the values of bikers.
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Finally, late twentieth century ideological developments within the Borderlands biker
community may be considered as responses to increasingly hardened geopolitical boundaries.
6XFKLGHDVGLPLQLVKHGWKHERUGHU¶VVLJQLILFDQce while placing riders in the center rather than
on the peripheries. The chapter examines early twentieth-FHQWXU\ULGHUV¶RUJDQL]DWLRQDOUKHWRULF
compared to that of the post-countercultural and then places motorcyclist idealism in the
context of transnational motorcyclist rights organization (MRO) expressions of solidarity in the
México-U.S. Borderlands.
By studying biker organizational rhetoric and idealism, one may learn that it changed
generationally and was related, whether directly or inversely, to the values of larger society. I
hope that I will be forgiven for my omission of a phenomenal dialog that developed between
US and European Union MROs operating as a collective response to non-rider power
structures. While recognizing the significance of major American and European MROs
possessing NGO status in the United Nations and participating as key players at the tables of
Geneva and other places, I would like to instead complete this chapter with a focus on
transnational aspects in the context of the México-US Greater Borderlands. There are other
OLPLWDWLRQV7KLVLVQHLWKHUDKLVWRU\RIWKHULGHUV¶ULJKWVPRYHPHQWDQGLWVVXFFHVVLYH
manifestations as the League of American Wheelmen (LAW), the Federation of American
Motorcyclists (FAM), the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA), the ABATE movement
and its development into state, national and other forums; nor of the dynamics of legislative or
social activities of the various associations; nor of their sociopolitical successes or failures. It is
not about several generations of anti-motorcycling measures or marginalization²legal or
extralegal²that would explain why bikers (who had originally wanted only to be left alone to
enjoy the ride) would have to organize into MROs and actively engage dominant society and
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power structures in the first place. Such articles, dissertations, or books have not yet been
written.

Bicyclists, Motorcyclists, the LAW, Prison Labor, and Race
Twentieth- and twenty-first-century MRO ideals and rhetoric can be traced to those of
the League of American Wheelmen (LAW), a bicyclist rights organization formed in 1880. In
those days, the cultural lines between bicycling, motorcycling, and motorized bicycling had not
\HWGHYHORSHG,QKHURXWVWDQGLQJDUWLFOH³7KH%LNHU¶V'HEWWRBicyclists: Scorching the
7UDLO´:HQG\0RRQVKRZVKRZODWHWZHQWLHWK-century motorcycling culture was directly
descendant from a late nineteenth-century bicycling subculture and how hostile interactions
between early non-riding society and bicyclists were remarkably similar to those of motorcycle
riders and non-bikers today. Moon includes examples of bicyclist linguistic patterns and
discourse with non-riders including a police officer. In contrast to late 1990s biker culture,
however, she also demonstrates how late nineteenth-century bicyclists adopted a peculiarly
military vocabulary and ritual pattern. The riders saluted their road captain, they were formally
called to attention, and they all mounted their bikes at the exact same second with all of the
precision of a close order drill ceremony. They also referred to themselves as a battalion.1
Other sources confirm the prevalence of military elements in early two-wheeled clubs.
In his 1975 dissertation on early motorcycle culture, Sammy Kent Brooks mentions that, in
1902, the first motorcycle club with its own uniform prescribed military leggings, a coat, a
OHDWKHUFDSDQGD³FDYDOU\\HOORZ´LQVLJQLDRQWKHULJKWVKRXOGHU2 Militaristic identities in
motorcycling were reflected in newspapers, the popular press and scientific journals in the
following years, which often emphasized the military potential or wartime significance of
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bikes. In my initial research for the dissertation, I counted at least eleven such magazine and
newspaper articles of published between 1910 and 1947.3
Such military identity within a developing riding culture could be posited as part of the
ubiquitous set of developments in late nineteenth and early twentieth century North America
called the Progressive movements, even though militaristic identification persisted through
World War II. The Progressive movements were so pervasive that they influenced religion,
U.S. and Mexican political parties, industrial practices, society, interethnic and interracial
relations, and laws. Muckraking journalism, trust-busting, regulation of banks and of the food
and drug industries, social justice, labor regulations, settlement houses and the social gospel,
the temperance movement, immigration controls, the building of well-regulated secondary
railroads and other modern infrastructure servicing the mineral extraction industries both north
of the border and directly south into Chihuahua and other Mexican states, U.S. primary
elections, the secret ballot, initiative, referendum and recall in Arizona and California, and
direct election of senators were all (in part) expressions of the Progressive movements. The
3URJUHVVLYHPRYHPHQWVZHUHFRQFHLYHGIURPDSHUFHLYHGVRFLHWDOQHHGWR³SURJUHVV´IRUZDUG
and to fix problems associated with a new industrial economy, to affect reforms, to correct
Gilded Age corruption, and to improve efficiency. In such an environment, it was necessary to
UDWLRQDOL]HPRWRUF\FOLQJDVDSXEOLFJRRG$VDSXEOLF³JRRG´LWZDVSUHVHQWHGDVHVVHQWLDOO\
white, technologically advanced, quick, forceful, and powerful.4 The most widely imagined
site that it fit into, at that time, was the military niche.
The motorcycle was regarded as a critically important martial and police-related vehicle
from the Boer War of 1898 through World War II. Likewise, much of the early history of
riding in the Greater Borderlands is a military and police history. Police officers in Phoenix
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began to ride motorcycles in 1910. U.S. soldiers under General John Joseph Pershing patrolled
the border zone in heavy Harley-Davidson equipped motor-machinegun units even while
*HQHUDO)UDQFLVFR³3DQFKR´9LOOD¶VELNHZDVDOLJKWHUPRUHYHUVDWLOH,QGLDQ In 1935 during
the depth of the Great Depression, Phoenix Police Chief Matlock had seven motor officers (in
a division separate from the police department) who had received riot training and operated as
not only crime interceptors but also as a performing acrobatic motorized drill team. This
tradition of police department moto drill teams was adopted throughout México and is still
popular and vibrant there today. Apparently, every moto officer in northern México took
special pride in his technical riding skills.5
While the motorcycle was considered a technologically progressive military tool, LAW
rhetoric and ideology can also be considered Progressive. Like most North Americans, League
members subscribed to Progressive values such as social efficiency and utility. For instance, in
the 1890s members of the organization suggested that prisoners be put to work as road
construction crews. Some non-riders opposed the idea, however, saying that it degraded the
convict. Today, one may recognize such a prison system forced-labor practice in a larger
historical context as a modified, regionally racialized and regressive form of slavery and point
to its emerging prevalence in late nineteenth-century U.S. Southern states after the peculiar
LQVWLWXWLRQZDVDEROLVKHG$FRQWHPSRUDU\ELF\FOLQJMRXUQDOLVWQDPHG³3URZOHU´FULWLFL]HGVXFK
SULVRQHUV¶ULJKWVDGYRFDWHVKRZHYHUZULWLQJ³,IKRQHVWODERULQ*RG¶VSXUHDLULVGHJUDGLQJ
WKHQ,VXSSRUWWKDWWKHJHQWOHPHQDUHFRUUHFW´6 Here issues of labor and race were ignored in a
rhetoric of preventative health benefits supposedly gained while working in such a system.
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The Good Roads Movement, the LAW, and Keeping Tabs on the Law
While prison chain gangs were sometimes employed as road construction crews, the
/$:¶VPDLQ3URJUHVVLYHRUJDQL]DWLRQDOLQWHUHVWVZHUHPRUHGLUHFWO\UHODWHGWRDVSHFLILFUDQJH
of transportation issues, however. In 1895, this bicyclist rights organization took toll road
owners to court, arguing that bikes should have been admitted free of charge because bicycle
tread packed the roadway evenly and did not destroy the road or create a need for repairs. The
court did not buy the argument, however. Decisions in various other court cases involving
safety, liability or road conditions indicate that two-wheelers were sometimes, but not always,
recognized as a vehicle rather than a machine.7
The League was most active and perhaps most effective in its good roads agenda, so a
look at earlier roadway quality is worthwhile. The LAW was a highly influential advocate of
the larger Progressive Era Good Roads Movement at a time when the conditions of most soFDOOHG³URDGV´ZHUHDWURFLRXV. Riding was difficult in many areas of the Greater Borderlands
due to poor road conditions. Although the light curb weight of bicycles and motorcycles
enabled them to travel where no motorcars could go, roads in the Chihuahuan and Sonoran
deserts were not biker-friendly. Tires sank in the fine sand around Yuma, Gila Bend, and in
other areas. Before the success of the Good Roads Movement in the first two decades of the
twentieth century, a motorcycle rider was sometimes at the mercy of weather conditions even
while away from the deserts.8 Road reports were so crucial to travel that they were published in
U.S. newspapers.9 Rainy weather, mud, dry ruts, and overflowing streams were all detrimental
particularly to the operation of motor vehicles. Away from the towns, caliche clay took its toll
and the horse remained the most reliable means of transportation. It is no coincidence that the
first known motorcycles in Arizona appeared in towns like Phoenix, Jerome, and Prescott
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where the streets were relatively even and well-maintained and where repair facilities, parts,
and gasoline could be obtained.

Plate 19. The Jerome Motorcycle Club in Camp Verde, Arizona, 1914. Photo courtesy of the
Jerome Historical Society Archives, Jerome, Arizona.

In the Greater Borderlands, the Sonoran and Chihuahuan deserts were the worst places
to be a biker. Bicycle, motorcycle, and car tires sank in the loosely-packed sand of the border
zone in California and Arizona. In many areas of southern New Mexico and northern
Chihuahua, mesquite, cacti and other vegetation punctured tires. Rainfall produced mud or
caliche clay in southwestern Texas, the New Mexican border zone, Jerome, Arizona and
elsewhere that clogged fenders or otherwise prevented movement in both the cities and the
deserts.10
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In 1884 Charles Bates, president of the LAW addressed farmers (who were the majority
of the population at that time) in The Outing magazine. Bates pointed out that farmers could
increase their profits by electing politicians that actively supported the improvement of
URDGZD\V7KH/HDJXHSXEOLVKHGILUVWDKDQGERRNDQGWKHQDSDPSKOHWHQWLWOHG³7KH*RVSHORI
*RRG5RDGV´DGDSWLQJWKHUKHWRULFDOGHYLFHVRIWKHVRFLDOJRVSHOSRSXODUDWWKHWLPH,Q
the LAW unveiled Good Roads Magazine to educate the public about the benefits of improved
URDGZD\V3UL]HVZHUHRIIHUHGIRU³SKRWRJUDSKV«VKRZLQJWKHFRPPRQVSHctacle of the
IDUPHU¶VWHDPDQGZDJRQRQURXJKDQGPXGG\URDGVLQWKHLUZRUVHFRQGLWLRQ´ZKLFKWKH\
FDOOHG³VWXFN-in-the-PXG´SLFWXUHV11
7KHELF\FOLVWULJKWVPRYHPHQWOREELHGWR³ERXOHYDUG´-DFNVRQ6WUHHWLQ&KLFDJRXVLQJ
the word as a verb meaning to improve it and to exclude trucks and wagons. After displaying
\HOORZULEERQVWKURXJKRXWWKHFLW\DQQRXQFLQJ³-DFNVRQ6WUHHW0XVW%H%RXOHYDUGHG´WKH
FLW\FRXQFLOSDVVHGDODZNQRZQDVWKH³<HOORZ5LEERQ2UGLQDQFH´WRFUHDWHWKHFRQGLWLRQVWKH
cyclists called for. In 1897 throughout the Greater Borderlands and the U.S., the League of
$PHULFDQ:KHHOPHQ¶V³*RRG5RDGV/HDJXHV´DGRSWHGWKHPRWWR³:HZDQW*22'VWUHHWV
GR\RX"´LQDPDVVLYHDGYRFDF\RIJUDYHOHGDQGSDYHGURDGV7KHRUJDQL]DWLRQDOVRDGYRFDWHG
roadway beautification, including the use of ornamental vegetation, several decades before
such projects were seriously considered.12
Most borderlands roads remained in such unimproved status until after the Federal
Highway Act was passed in 1921. This piece of legislation created the national highway
system including Route 66 and many other highways. For the first time, federal funds would be
available to pave and improve designated roadways.
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As enthusiasts of two-wheeled transportation advocated the improvement of roadways
running through deserts and other natural areas of low human population densities, the
question of whether such advocacy may be posited as a desire for the bringing of a machine
into the garden may be asked. The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral Ideal
in America E\/HR0DU[GHVFULEHGDWHQVLRQEHWZHHQWKHKXPDQORYHIRU³SDVWRUDO´QDWXUHDQG
DQLPDJLQHGQHHGWRWDPHRU³FLYLOL]H´WKHODQG$FFRUGLQJWR0DU[LWZDVLPDJLQHGWKDWWKH
world would eventually be set straight WKURXJKDFRPELQDWLRQRIWKHWZRD³FRPSOH[
SDVWRUDOLVP´7KHDXWKRUFRQFOXGHGWKDWWKLVROGP\WKLVEDQNUXSWQRORQJHUDWWDLQDEOHWKDWWKH
PDFKLQH¶VLQWUXVLRQLQWRWKHJDUGHQLVQRZDSROLWLFDO DQGHQYLURQPHQWDO SUREOHPDQGWKDW
we need new vision, ³QHZV\PEROVRISRVVLELOLW\´13
The Machine in the Garden may not easily apply to the Greater Borderlands. While the
expansive horizon went on forever, the deserts did not resemble the kind of green spaces of
quietude where one may repose peacefully as described by Marx. When riding a motorcycle
out of town onto an isolated desert road for several hours, it was easy to appreciate the natural
environments that one immersed herself in. One had escaped from all of the subtle mud and
oppression of everyday life, to find herself in nature, whether deliberately or only
subconsciously. There were no telegrams or telephones to deal with out there. No crowds,
barking dogs, steam engines, or other obnoxious noises occurred on the open road. The sooty
smokestacks of ASARCO and other industries were left behind in the cities, however
temporarily. The essential rider was able to commune with her powerful engine, the road, the
sound and feel of the wind, and sensual perceptions associated with immersion in various
natural environments. These were the sounds and other sensations that many riders found
attractive.
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If the motorcycle is the machine, and if it was ridden for the purpose of enjoying the
outdoors, it might be suggested that the environment directly experienced during the ride
UHSUHVHQWVDQLGHDO³ZLOGHUQHVV´UDWKHUWKDQ0DU[¶V³SDVWRUDO´7KHGLIIHUHQFHOLHVLQ
comparative levels of involvement and immediate familiarity. Although riders believed that
they needed improved roadways in order to fully appreciate the outdoors, they did not simply
watch the saguaros go by through a glass, television-like window in an enclosed car. Rather
than passively observing the countryside, the exposed and interactive activity of motorcycling
manifested an involvement within that very state of nature including full immersion into the
wide variety of sights, smells, sensations, moistures, and temperatures of the outdoors. The
EXJVWKDWIOHZLQWRRQH¶VJULQQLQJPRXWKZHUHRIWHQWDVW\DVZHOO*RRGURDGVIDFLOLWDWHGWKLV
interaction with the imagined wilderness.
In addition to advocating improved roads, the LAW also took issue with the behavior of
SROLFHRIILFHUV,QWKH/HDJXHVXHGWZRSROLFHRIILFHUVIRU³UHIXV>LQJ@WRDUUHVWDGULYHUIRU
running down a wheelman. The blue-coats weUHILQHGWKUHHGD\V¶SD\DQGJLYHQWRXQGHUVWDQG
that city ordinances for the safety of cyclists and pedestrians were made to be enforced.
$QRWKHUSRLQWVFRUHG´14 Of course, the elimination of any favoritism and corruption was a
Progressive ideal. However, WKHDFFRXQWDOVRLQFOXGHGWKHGHURJDWRU\WHUP³EOXH-FRDWV´DQGE\
employing the metaphor of a scoreboard, attempted to heighten interest in an incident by
rhetorically constructing it as a sporting event²a team-oriented competitive game.
The police may also have been keeping score but they had others on their side and the
bikers, therefore, had a comparatively smaller team. Members of the non-riding public disliked
WZRZKHHOHUVDQGHVSHFLDOO\RSSRVHG³VFRUFKLQJ´WKHUDFLQJRUULGLQJRIELNHVDWKLJKVSHeds.
Thus, some riders offended non-rider sensibilities.
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In response to such adverse public opinion, The Outing magazine and the League
condemned scorching and encouraged law-abiding bicyclists to help the police stop the
practice.15 Realizing that a group that does not police itself may end up being legislated
against, the LAW chapter in Riverside, California drafted a commendation of the city
JRYHUQPHQWLWVSROLFHDQGLWVFLWL]HQVIRU³EHDULQJZLWKRXUIDXOWVDQGPLVWDNHV´,WGHQRXQFHG
scorchers and supported the idea of precise speed laws.16 2WKHULQGLFDWRUVRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V
accommodationist approach to the securing of rights and privileges in the 1890s included its
VXEVFULELQJWRWKHLQWHQWRIVRFLHW\¶V³EOXHODZV´E\GHFODULQJELF\FOHUDFLQJRQ6undays to be
a violation of League regulations. The LAW subsequently turned racing over to another
association in 1900, however.17

The FAM as a New Voice and the Issue of Sound
By the early twentieth century, many motorcyclists believed that they had their own
unique transportation issues. A perceived need for an organization for the protection of
motorized cyclists arose, so the Federation of American Motorcyclists (FAM) formed in 1903.
,QWURGXFLQJLWVHOIDV³WKHQDWLRQDODVVRFLDWLRQRIPRWRUF\FOHULGHUV´WKH)$0¶VVWDWHGSXUSRVH
ZDV³WKHFRQWURORIWKHVSRUWRIPRWRUF\FOHUDFLQJDQGRWKHUIRUPVRIPRWRUF\FOHFRPSHWLWLRQ
the promotion of good fellowship, mutual aid and protection; the encouragement of use of
motorcycles; to ascertain, defend and protect the rights of motorcyclists; to facilitate touring
DQGWRDVVLVWWKHJRRGURDGVPRYHPHQW´18 The FAM also kept an eye on economic concerns.
For instance, it provided an interesting comment on one legislative bill that would have taxed
bikers $25 per year anGPRWRUF\FOHGHDOHUVSHU\HDU7KH)$0³1HZVRIWKH:HHN´
FROXPQUHDG³7KLVELOOLVVRULGLFXORXVWKDWLWZLOOSUREDEO\GHIHDWLWVHOI´19 7KXVWKH)$0¶V
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purposes and concerns were many and the new organization needed the cooperation of many
riders to be effective.
Concern for motorcycle safety was a frequent subject of the FAM as expressed in terms
that remained remarkably constant in motorcyclist rights organizations (MROs) for the next
hundred years. In 1909 Earle Ovington, the FAM president, wrote that the essential
motorcyclist was a more alert motorist than that of the four-wheeled vehicle because the car
was slower and heavier and its driver was less likely to be injured.20 Virtually enclosed in a
cage, the four-wheeler became lethargic and more careless while driving. Such an argument²
implicating drivers of cars who violated the right-of-way and were thus the usual cause of
motorcycle crashes²persisted throughout the century and was so often repeated that, by the
1990s, bikers sometimes assumed (iQFRUUHFWO\ WKDWLWZDVDQD[LRPHYHQLQODUJHUVRFLHW\¶V
body of common knowledge.
3XEOLFDQLPRVLW\WRZDUGPRWRUF\FOHVVWHPPHGIURPQRWRQO\WKHULGHUV¶KLJKVSHHGV²a
seemingly enjoyable tactile activity and tradition inherited from bicyclists²but also the
additional sounds produced by their engines. In the early twentieth century, many bikes were
PDQXIDFWXUHGZLWKDPXIIOHUE\SDVVOHYHUD³FXWRXW´V\VWHPWKDWFRXOGEHVZLWFKHGRQRURII
while riding. In the open position, the motor was usually more powerful and performed better
but the pipes were much louder.21 Concerned that citizen complaints about loud exhaust
systems could possibly counteract their effectiveness as a lobbying organization, the FAM
posted a flyer at bike shops and clubhouses in 1907. IWUHDG³3DVVWKHZRUGDORQJWKHOLQH,I
you desire to avoid accidents, Arrests, and Law Suits, and do not wish to make enemies for
motorcyclists, or do not wish to provoke the passage of onerous laws. KEEP YOUR
08))/(56&/26('´0RVW)$0RIILFHUVGHQRXQFed the running of open mufflers.
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$FFRUGLQJWRLWVSUHVLGHQW),:LOOLVVRXQGZDV³WKHJUHDWHVWKLQGUDQFHWRWKHJHQHUDO
SRSXODULW\RIPRWRUF\FOLQJ´22
However, another FAM officer named J.P. Thornley said that even though loud pipes
should not be run in UHVLGHQWLDODUHDVDVDIHZDUQLQJRIWKHULGHU¶VDSSURDFKLQKHDYLO\
congested places may be given by momentarily opening and closing the muffler. He also noted
that the engine ran better open during periods of hot weather.23 Here officers of the MRO
framed their various comments in terms of larger sociopolitical accommodation, safety, and
machine efficiency.
On the other hand, some non-riding members of the public assumedly felt a need to try
to explain why bikers might want to ride loudly. In 1907, one writer claimed that the purpose
RIORXGSLSHVZDV³WRDWWUDFWDWWHQWLRQWKH\ZLVKWRJLYHSHRSOHWKHLPSUHVVLRQWKDWWKH\DUHWKH
RQO\PRWRUF\FOLVWVLQWRZQ´24 Others simply dismissed motorcyclists as offenders of public
decency. Such ideas among non-riders about sound persisted throughout the years, as seen in
SV\FKLDWULVW$UPDQG1LFKRODL¶VDWWHPSWWRPHGLFDOL]HPRWRUF\FOLQJ1LFKRODLFRLQHGWKH
WHUP³0RWRUF\FOH6\QGURPH´LQWKHPHGLFDOSURIHVVLRQDQGWKHQHZVPHGLDSURPRWLQJWKH
idea that motorcycle riding was an activity practiced by mentally ill individuals. He had
FOLQLFDOO\WUHDWHGVHYHUDOPRWRUF\FOLVWV$FFRUGLQJWR1LFKRODL³7KHSDWLHQWVVSHDNIUHHO\RI
their need for attention. Megaphones replace mufflers, the loud noise being a means of
assurLQJDWWHQWLRQ´25 The bikers-want-attention hypothesis of open pipes was, therefore, not
confined to the early twentieth century, but remained.
The sound issue did not completely disappear. I found no evidence of sound having
been an issue in El Paso, Los Angeles, Austin, or any other place during the late 1960s and
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µV+RZHYHUQRQ-rider objections to sound reemerged in the 1990s in some Greater
Borderlands cities and towns including Jerome and Cave Creek, Arizona.26
Meanwhile in the motorcycling community, the safety dimension of sound (noted by
7KRUQOH\PXFKHDUOLHULQWKHFHQWXU\ UHVXOWHGLQDSRSXODUVORJDQ³/RXGSLSHVVDYHOLYHV´
Now hundreds of thousands of riders²many of whom had experienced the loss of loved ones
who had been victims of what bikHUVFDOOHG³EUDLQ-GHDGFDJHMRFNH\V´RSHUDWLQJ³6$9V´
³VXEXUEDQDVVDXOWYHKLFOHV´RU689V RURWKHU³VTXLUUHOV´UHFNOHVVO\NLOOLQJDQGPDLPLQJ
PRWRUF\FOLVWVZLWKWKHLU³FDJHV´²equipped their bikes with expensive and loud exhaust
systems in the hope that car drivers might be able to hear them and become more attentive. In
WKH*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGV³/RXGSLSHVVDYHOLYHV´EHFDPHVXFKDFOLFKpDPRQJULGHUVWKDWLW
resulted in a change to linguistic patterns as bikers would mount their motorcycles while
jokingO\WHOOLQJWKHLUIULHQGV³,¶PJRLQJWRJRVDYHVRPHOLYHVQRZ´$IWHUWKHVORJDQDSSHDUHG
on countless small embroidered patches sewn onto leather or denim vests, other motorcycling
JURXSVFRXQWHUHGZLWKWKHLURZQDOWHUDWLRQRIWKHH[SUHVVLRQ³/RXGSLSHV risk rights´27

The AMA, Blue Shirts, and Non-Members as Bolsheviks and Outlaws
As mentioned in Chapters One and Two, the FAM declined during World War I and
folded by 1920. No new MRO immediately formed to replace it. However, there is little
evidence of police or systemic harassment of motorcyclists during the 1920s and, therefore,
such a rights-oriented organization may have been unneeded. In 1918, the commercial
motorcycle industry formed the Motorcycle and Allied Trades Association (MATA) and in
1924 this new group started the AMA as an auxiliary to organize and run racing and
competition events.28
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MATA appointed E. C. Smith as secretary of the AMA. (His background is unknown
EXWPD\SRVVLEO\EHUHVHDUFKHGDWWKH$0$¶V0RWRUF\FOH+DOORI)DPH0XVHXm in Ohio.)
Although neither MATA nor its AMA was a particularly ideological or philosophical
association, Smith had a very forceful personality. In January 1929, explaining why the AMA
KDGSULQWHGUXOHVIRUHYHU\PRWRUF\FOHHYHQWKHVWDWHG³:HDOOUHDOLze there must be a single
governing body, for without the Constitution of the United States we would all be Bolsheviks;
without rules and regulations on competition the motorcycle riders would be outlaws,
endangering life and limb and doing the game or thePVHOYHVQRJRRG´29
By 1932, the AMA annual membership renewal rate was only around forty-two
percent, not only because of the Great Depression but also due to widespread rider
dissatisfaction with the organization. Smith had a different explanation, howevHUZULWLQJ³1R
PDWWHUZKDWWKH6SRUWWKHUHLVERXQGWREHVRPHµRXWODZ¶GRLQJV6RPHZRXOGUDWKHUEUHDNWKH
rules and [by-@ODZVWKDQREH\WKHP´30
The ideas of Progressivism had been mainstreamed and overshadowed by the time the
Stock Market crashed in 1929 and now other sociopolitical philosophies became popular
during the 1930s. While some people imagined social democratic or socialist solutions to solve
the economic disaster, others leaned toward the right. Father Charles Coughlin, the famous
³UDGLRSULHVW´ZKREURDGFDVWHGDQWL-Semitic and pro-German sermons to an audience of
millions, was quite popular. Italy and Germany had its Brown Shirts and Black Shirts;
meanwhile, North American fascist movements included the Silver Shirts of William Dudley
Pelley whose anti-Semitic religious movement became a political party and inspired Sinclair
Lewis to write his anti-fascist 1935 novel ,W&DQ¶W+DSSHQ+HUH.31
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$QDO\]LQJVXFKPRYHPHQWVLQKLVHVVD\³7KH)LYH6WDJHVRI)DVFLVP´VRFLRORJLVW
Robert O. Paxton points out that²unlike other sociopolitical ±isms such as socialism,
capitalism or communism that were closely associated with distinct philosophies and
ideologies²fascism possessed no idealistic trappings. It was instead anti-intellectual, antitheoretical and non-humanistic, casually adopting and discarding whatever systems happened
to empower fascist leadership at the moment.32 +HZULWHVWKDWIDVFLVWV³GHVSLVHWKRXJKWDQG
reason, abandon intellectual positions casually, and cast aside many intellectual fellow
WUDYHOHUV´$FFRUGLQJWR3D[WRQWKHIODXQWLQJRIIDVFLVWV\PEROVDQGSDJHDQWU\GLGQRW
necessarily mean that a group was fascist. Rather, they were meaningless and their display was
meant to either intimidate, establish standards of conformity, or maintain social space. He
ZULWHV³'LVSDUDWHLQWKHLUV\PEROVGpFRUDQGHYHQLQWKHLUSROLWLFDOWDFWLFVIDVFLVWPRYHPHQWV
UHVHPEOHHDFKRWKHUPDLQO\LQWKHLUIXQFWLRQV´33
,QWKHZRUOGRIPRWRUF\FOLQJRUJDQL]DWLRQV$0$¶VVHFUHWDU\(&6PLWKFRQWLQXHGWR
H[FOXGH$IULFDQ$PHULFDQDQGRWKHUULGHUVWKDWKHODEHOHG³RXWODZV´DVZHOODVZRPHQ
motorcyclists. Tightly controlled by corporate and commercial motorcycle-related industries
through its parent organization MATA, the AMA was a mere puppet. Even so, fascist currents
in non-riding society may have been at work in 1933 when MATA decided to sponsor a group
of motorcycle riders called the Blue Shirts. According to an article in New American
Motorcyclist and Bicyclist magazine:
The Blue Shirts of America, an organization that will further America First, plans a trip
with 500 motorcyclists to leave New York about July 1 on a tour of the country. They
will be the Paul Reveres of Motorcycling. They leave New York, then go to
Washington to be reviewed by the President, then swing around the country on a 30day jaunt.34
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*LYHQWKHVRFLDOGHPRFUDWLFGLPHQVLRQVRI3UHVLGHQW¶V5RRVHYHOW¶V1HZ'HDO LQFOXGLQJLGHDV
KHODWHUERUURZHGIURP+XH\/RQJ¶V6KDUH2XU:HDOWK6RFLHW\ DVZHOODVKLVGHVLUHWRVLOHQFH
Father Coughlin (not to mention the labeling of the president as a communist by many of his
corporate critics), it would be interesting to find out what kind of reception the Blue Shirts
received in DC or what eventually became of them.35
One may reasonably assume thaWWKH0$7$¶VSROLWLFDOH[SUHVVLRQVUHIOHFWHGDQLPDJH
of motorcycling that was partly generated in the larger public arena by the press. Whether the
Blue Shirts or even MATA were fascist organizations influenced by Goodyear Tire Company
(as that corporation had earlier influenced the FAM36) and regardless of whether high tech or
technocratic efficiency could properly be identified as an element of fascism, mass media of
the 1930s portrayed motorcycling firmly within the language of good public order and efficient
utility. In addition to articles touting the virtues of motorcycle police and military squadrons, a
SLHFHWLWOHG³6DQLWDWLRQ0RXQWLHV´DSSHDUHGLQWKH-XQHLVVXHRIThe American City.
Author Loren G. Kurtz described, both qualitatively and quantitatively, how sanitation
inspection officers mounted on three-wheeled Indian Tow-Cars had improved the coordination
of garbage collection in New York City. According to Kurtz:
[T]hese tricycles have made it possible for sanitation officials to relieve the tension on
the inspectors in the outlying districts and allow one man to cover the territory
previously traversed by four men. Seventy-seven extra foremen affected by this change
have been transferred into more thickly populated territory. The efficiency of collection
work has been greatly enhanced in the sections which they now supervise.
Even the accompanying photo, a head-RQSRVHRIWKHIXOO\IDUHGWULNHZLWKDQLQVSHFWRU¶V
capped head barely visible behind the windshield, projected an authoritarian, Gestapo-like
image.37
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Big Brother, Anti-Orwellian, and Anti-totalitarian Rhetoric
Such imagery, along with MATA, became irrelevant soon after the Second World War
ended. The AMA survived and was the only major motorcycle organization in North America
during the 1950s. By the late-1960s, however, the AMA had failed to reach out to the younger
generation of new bikers and was no longer effective as an organization. Linguistic expressions
shared between riders and hippies²LQFOXGLQJFRQGHPQDWLRQVRI³WKH6\VWHP´³WKH0DQ´
³VWRUPWURRSHUV´DQG³WKH*HVWDSR´²reflected a sharing of certain values indicating a
definitive sense that they rejected authoritarian power structural forms and organizational
styles.38
Young bikers believed that they had been criminalized by entirely new statutes in
the1950s and after. After all, curfews, minor drinking laws, and driver-licensing statutes had
been virtually non-existent at the beginning of the twentieth century. The maxim that every
new law criminalizes the activities of greater numbers of people, thus creating new criminals,
is operative here. The actions of riders hardly changed over time; what changed was the
invention of more repressive statutes.39
6XFKVHQWLPHQWVFRPELQHGZLWKDFROOHFWLYHSHUFHSWLRQRIQHZELNHUV¶Uights issues, led
to the formation of an early 1970s grass roots motorcyclist rights movement calling itself A
Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments (ABATE), a name indicating a strong-willed
communal opposition to perceived fascist formations. The original mission statement read,
³2XUPLVVLRQLVSRVLWLYH:HZDQWWRHGXFDWHWKHODZPDNHUVWRJLYHWKHPRXUVLGHRIWKHVWRU\
before laws are enacted, and we are devoted to working aggressively toward the abatement of
all unfair, unjustified, arbitrary anti-bike laws²everywhere´7KHVWDWHPHQWFRQFOXGHG³2XU
insignia is a no-nonsense, uptight eagle (see above) who represents our firm, no-bullshit
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UHVROYHWRJHWWKHMREGRQH1RZQRWWRPRUURZ:HDOONQRZZKDWRXUSUREOHPVDUHVROHW¶V
get it on, rather WKDQPHUHO\VLWWLQJDURXQGRQRXUDVVHVFRPSODLQLQJDERXWWKHP´40

Plate 20. 7KHRULJLQDO$%$7(³No nonsense, uptight eagle who represents our firm, no-bullshit
resolve to get the job done´FLUFDHDUO\¶VSymbol and rhetoric from Easyriders magazine.

Post-counterculture MROs such as ABATE and the Modified Motorcycle Association
(MMA)²which formed around the same time and became active in California and Arizona²
opposed perceived totalitarian formations and oppressive legislation, speaking a language of
freedom, inclusion, unity, and diversity. For example, a 1980s edition of an MMA newsletter
GLVSOD\HGLWVPRWWR³/HW7KRVH:KR5LGH'HFLGH´LQFRQMXQFWLRQ with several logos including
BMW, Kawasaki, Harley-Davidson, Norton, Indian, Triumph, Yamaha, BSA, Moto Guzzi,
+RQGDDQG6X]XNL7KHFDSWLRQUHDG³7KHRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWVSHDNVIRU$//
02725&<&/,676´41 3DJHWZRSURYLGHGDPRUHGHWDLOHGH[SODQDWLRQ³(VWDblished in 1973,
the MMA is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety and awareness
DQGSURWHFWLQJWKHULJKWVDQGIUHHGRPVRIDOOPRWRUF\FOLVWV´42

251

7KH00$¶VUKHWRULFZDVUHPDUNDEO\VLPLODUWRWKHHDUO\WZHQWLHWK-century FAM
mission statement insofar as it included the words safety, protection, and rights. However and
in contrast to the earlier period, gone was the desire to control racing or touring. The postcounterculture rights movement was not interested in control.43 On page four of the same issue,
in a run flyer advertising an upcoming hog roast where a Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail was
scheduled to be raffled off, the organizational motto was embedded in an explanation for the
GUDZLQJ,WUHDG³7KHSURFHHGVZLOOJRWREHQHfit the fight against the helmet law so that those
ZKRULGHFDQGHFLGH´44 :KLOHWKHUHZDVQRKHOPHWODZIRUDGXOWVLQ&DOLIRUQLD D³IUHHVWDWH´
in rider parlance), the MMA, like the ABATE, was prepared to successfully oppose any such
bill in the legislature.
Mike Sanford, editor of an MMA newsletter, promoted the ideals of inclusion and unity
in relation to rights, political strength and the Big Brother theme of the George Orwell classic
novel 1984 (first published in 1948).45 Sanford wrote:
[A]ny person who rides a motorcycle, whether American or foreign-made, has the right
to freedom of choice. We at the MMA have joined together to fight the unfair laws or
make automobile people pay attention. Whatever your reason for joining the MMA²it
was your FKRLFH«%HIRUHZHNQRZLWRXUZD\RIOLIHFRXOGEHLQMHRSDUG\DQG³´
E\2UZHOOLVQ¶WLPSRVVLEOH$SHUVRQ¶VFKRLFHRIPDFKLQHU\LVKLVFRQVWLWXWLRQDOULJKW
DQGZKHQHYHUWKHSROLWLFLDQVGHFLGHWRSDVVDELOOZKLFKLVQ¶WWRDPRWRUF\FOHSHUVRQ¶V
benefit, well I hope that American or foreign, that bike rider is in the association so he
or she can vote along with the association. I hope that my point gets across, because we
DOOKDYHWRVWLFNWRJHWKHURUZH¶OOIDOO46
Opposition to Orwellian government was a recurring concept in MRO thought during
WKHVDQGHDUO\µVDQGZDVSHUKDSVEHVWH[HPSOLILHGE\D5LFK7D\ORUDUWLFOHLQ
Cycle PDJD]LQHWLWOHG³%LJ%URWKHU$UH+LV(\HVDQG(DUV8SRQ8V"´$Q00$IO\HUIURP
WKHHDUO\VDGGUHVVHGWR³0RWRUF\FOH5LGHUV´EHJDQZLWKWKHH[FODPDWRU\VWDWHPHQW
³8QIDLUOHJLVODWLRQPD\IRUFHDOORIXVWRKDQJXSULGLQJRXUVFRRWHUV´$V,UHFDOOLQWKHV
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ABATE activists warned non-ULGHUV³,IWKHJRYHUQPHQWFDQPDNHXVZHDUKHOPHWVWKHQ
WKH\¶OOVRPHGD\PDNH\RXZHDUVHDWEHOWVLQ\RXUFDUV:HVKRXOGZRUNWRJHWKHU´$OWKRXJK
the people thus addressed almost always thought that such predictions were mistaken or
grossly exaggerated, bikers were apparently correct and retained an uncanny ability to astutely
predict changes in governance and society for the rest of the century and beyond. Perhaps more
importantly, motorcyclists actively opposed what they perceived to be increasing governmental
power and privacy invasion that had been predicted by George Orwell in 1948.47

Freedom of Choice, Individual Autonomy, and Tactical Polyvalence of Discourses
,QWKHVDQGµVVRPHQRQ-riders had given up their countercultural lifestyles to
buy into the imagined American Dream and had few or no concerns about Big Brother or
governmental control over minority populations (or, over bikers). So, it is little wonder why a
1985 Alta California KTTV television editorial in favor of a universal mandatory helmet law in
California had no problem framing its argument in terms of comparisons and the supposed
virtue of conformity. The speaker placed California in a larger national context in which thirtynine states had mandatory helmet laws. A comparison was made with construction workers,
baseball and football players that were said to uVXDOO\ZHDUKHOPHWV+HVDLG³:KHQD
PRWRUF\FOLVWLVLQYROYHGLQDQDXWRPRELOHDFFLGHQWIRUJHWZKR¶VWREODPHWKHPRWRUF\FOHULGHU
LVJRLQJWRORVH´7KHHVVHQWLDOFDUGULYHUZDVUHFRQVWUXFWHGDVDNLQGRISV\FKRORJLFDOYLFWLP
using the rhetorical questLRQ³:K\VKRXOGWKHDXWRPRELOHGULYHUKDYHWROLYHZLWKWKHPHPRU\
RIKDYLQJEHHQLQYROYHGLQDQDFFLGHQWWKDWLQMXUHGRUNLOOHGVRPHRQH«DPHPRU\WKDWPD\
ODVWDOLIHWLPH"´7KHHGLWRULDOZHQWRQWRRSSRVHODQHVSOLWWLQJDVZHOO48
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Like many television editorials, this one lacked a sense of regional history or technical
knowledge. California had once been the birthplace of the counterculture and the only state in
WKH86WKDWKDGDOZD\VUHPDLQHGZKDWPRWRUF\FOLVWVFDOOD³IUHHVWDWH´ IUHHIURPPDQGDWRUy
KHOPHWV 5LGHUV¶YDOXHVVXFKDVSHUVRQDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRURQH¶VRZQEHKDYLRURUFROOHFWLYH
UHVLVWDQFHWRSHUFHLYHGUHDFWLRQDU\³+DUU\+DUGKDW´FXOWXUDOFRQIRUPLW\ZHUHLJQRUHGLQWKH
editorial. In reference to lane splitting, the speaker had also neglected to recognize the
requirements of air-cooled bikes that necessarily had to continually move through space in
order to keep their engines from seizing or blowing up, as most motorcycles of that time could
not be allowed to become stuck in traffic.
Thus, it is fortunate for bikers that the TV station subsequently aired a rebuttal by
³:ROI´DQ00$PHPEHUVLWWLQJRQKLVPRWRUF\FOH ZLWKRXWDKHOPHW ,Q:ROI¶VUHVSRQVH
the problem of car drivers operating their vehicles irresponsibly was not addressed but was
alluded to only very briefly. Rather than debating the supposed relationships to professional
sports or the alleged efficacy of no-fault no-UHVSRQVLELOLW\³LGHRORJ\´:ROIJXLGHGWKH
DUJXPHQWLQWRDGLIIHUHQWGLUHFWLRQ+HLQIRUPHGWKHYLHZHU³WKHUH is no documented proof that
KHOPHWVOLYHXSWRWKHLUH[SHFWDWLRQV´FLWLQJVWXGLHVWKDWVXJJHVWHGKHOPHWQRQ-efficacy and
PHQWLRQLQJWKDW³HDFKGHDWKLQWKHUHSHDOVWDWHVLVEDODQFHGDJDLQVWDGGLWLRQDODFFLGHQWVLQ
PDQGDWRU\KHOPHWVWDWHV´7RVKRZKRw the MMA was dedicated to safety, he described a
safety bill that the organization had lobbied through the legislature only to be vetoed by the
JRYHUQRU:ROI¶VILQDODUJXPHQWDGYRFDWHGIUHHGRPDQGLQGLYLGXDODXWRQRP\+HVDLG
&DOLIRUQLD¶VPRWRUF\FOLVWValso believe in freedom of choice. We demand the choice of
whether or not to wear this article of clothing. We feel that mandatory helmet
legislation is treating a symptom and not the problem. Only education can do that.
Please keep the issue of helmets voOXQWDU\DQG³/HWWKRVHZKRULGHGHFLGH´49
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:ROI¶VUHEXWWDOOLNHWKDWRIPDQ\052DFWLYLVWVZDVVNLOOIXOO\FRQYH\HGWRDGGUHVV
SDUWLFXODULVVXHV,QDGGLWLRQSKUDVHVVXFKDV³IUHHGRPRIFKRLFH´DQG³WUHDWLQJDV\PSWRPDQG
QRWWKHSUREOHP´ZRXOGKDYHEHHn familiar and comfortable to the viewing audience. MROs
continued to appropriate language used by the power centers. Michel Foucault calls such
OLQJXLVWLFERUURZLQJWKH³UXOHRIWKHWDFWLFDOSRO\YDOHQFHRIGLVFRXUVHV´$FFRUGLQJO\
discourses can be both an instrument and an effect of power, but also . . . a starting
point for an opposing strategy. Discourse transmits and produces power; it reinforces it,
but also undermines and exposes it, renders it fragile and makes it possible to thwart it.
. . . ofteQLQWKHVDPHYRFDEXODU\XVLQJWKHVDPHFDWHJRULHV´50
Employing such discourse in a resistance against the perceived power structure, MRO
publications in the U.S. began to quote national heroes, especially dead presidents and
revolutionary-era figures. One of the 1985 California MMA newsletters quoted Theodore
Roosevelt who had advocated membership in trade unions; his speech was now reprinted in
RUGHUWRSURPRWHPHPEHUVKLSLQWKH00$7KHWLWOHRIWKHSLHFH³,I,:HUHD0RWRUF\FOH
5LGHU«´ZDVIROORZHGE\5RRVHYHOW¶VZRUGV
If I were a wage earner, I would undoubtedly join an organization of my trade. If I
disapproved of its policy, I would join in order to fight that policy; if the organization
leaders were dishonest, I would join in order to put them out. I believe in organizations
and I believe that all men who are benefited by organizations are morally bound to help
to the extent of their powers in the common interest advanced by the organization.51
The practice of quoting famous people continued in the 1990s. MRO newsletters
quoted John Adams, Abigail Adams, Justice John Marshall Harlan, J. William Fulbright,
$OH[LVGH7RFTXHYLOOHDQG+DUU\67UXPDQZKRVDLG³,KDYHOLWWOHSDWLHQFHZLWKSHRSOHZKR
take the Bill of Rights for granted. The Bill of Rights, contained in the first ten amendments to
WKH&RQVWLWXWLRQLVHYHU\$PHULFDQ¶VJXDUDQWHHRIIUHHGRP´52 Another newsletter quoted
-XVWLFH+XJR/%ODFNZKRLQKDGVDLG³7KH)UDPHUVNQHZWKDWIUHHVSHHFKLVWKHIULHQG

255

of change and revolution. But they also knew that it is always the deadliest enemy of
W\UDQQ\´53
A 1985 article by MRO activist Rob Rasor (of the AMA, which was by now attempting
to become more politically active and relevant in response to the popularity of younger
organizatLRQVVXFKDV$%$7(DQGWKH00$ WLWOHG³8QHTXDO3URWHFWLRQ´H[SRVHGYDULRXV
contemporary incidents of inequitable treatment of motorcyclists. Rasor quoted a biker who
mentioned Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The riders had once again been thwarted in their efforts
WRJDLQDGPLVVLRQWRFLW\SDUNSDUNLQJORWV7KHPRWRUF\FOLVWVDLG³,¶PEHJLQQLQJWRJHWWKH
IHHOLQJWKDW0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJKDGZKHQKHZHQWWR0RQWJRPHU\$ODEDPD,IHHOOLNH,¶P
GHDOLQJZLWKDORWRISUHMXGLFHGSHRSOHDQG,¶PJHWWLQJGDPQHGWLUHGRILW´54 The plight of a
biker was thus linked to that of African Americans in the Deep South. It would certainly not be
the last time that MRO activists invoke the name of Dr. King. More often, they borrowed his
more empowering quotes as in 2000 when JaPHV³'RF´5HLFKHQEDFKSUHVLGHQWIRU$%$7(RI
Florida, having heard that the governor had just signed the helmet law repeal bill, exclaimed,
³)UHHDWODVWIUHHDWODVWWKDQN*RG)ORULGDLVIUHHDWODVW´55

Antidiscrimination, Antifascism, Privacy, and the Jerome Jamboree
5DVRU¶VDUWLFOHRQXQHTXDOSURWHFWLRQFRQFOXGHGZLWKDWZR-paragraph discussion of
how the US Constitution and its twenty-seven Amendments may seem like a simple document
but how its practical application was best left to the attorneys. A new Amendment was called
for in the final sentence:
It is now unconstitutional to discriminate in housing, voting, in the work, place, in
public and in some private places. The prohibition against discrimination covers race,
creed, color, sex and national origin. Maybe what we need now is a guarantee against
GLVFULPLQDWLRQEHFDXVHRIRQH¶VFKRLFHRIWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ56
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While most of the statutes alluded to were technically not in the Constitution, another
GHFDGHZRXOGSDVVEHIRUH5DVRU¶VLGHDZRXOGEHWDNHQ up by the MROs, if only at the state
legislative level. So it is no coincidence that when Minnesota enacted such a law in 1998
making it illegal for businesses to discriminate against bikers, lobbyist Bob Illingworth
GHFODUHG³$OWKRXJKWKLVLVDJUHDWZLn for all motorcyclists in Minnesota and throughout the
country, it is indeed sad that we have to have a law passed to guarantee that those who ride
PRWRUF\FOHVKDYHWKHVDPHULJKWVDVDQ\RWKHUFLWL]HQ´57
Rasor and all of the MROs opposed employee health insurance discrimination in the
halls of Congress and in the insurance underwriter company offices. Rasor declined to
comment for a 1995 article, however, perhaps because it was to be published in National
Underwriter rather than in a motorcycle magazine+LVUHVSRQVHUHDG³:HSUHIHUWRHQJDJHLQ
DGLDORJXHZLWKLQVXUHUVUDWKHUWKDQHQWHUVRPHVRUWRIDGYHUVDULDOGHEDWHZLWKWKHP´
Insurance agents, on the other hand, did contribute to the article. One of them stated,
³:HGRVHOOSROLFLHVWRSHRSOHZKRULGHPRWRUF\FOHV«%XWLIXQGHUZULWHUVGHWHUPLQHDQ
DSSOLFDQW¶VDFWLYLWLHVSUHVHQWDQLQFUHDVHGULVNWKH\PD\H[FOXGHWKRVHDFWLYLWLHVIURP
FRYHUDJH´7KH052VFRQWLQXHGWRZRUNWKHLQVXUDQFHLVVXH QHWZRUNLQJZLWKVNLLQJUDIWLQJ
equestrian, bicycling, and other organizations) for the rest of the century.58
Post-counterculture MRO rhetoric continued to convey an anti-fascist tone and
criticized imagined power structural practices such as profiling and the electronic collection of
information about bikers and motorcycling groups. The following excerpt was included in a
late 1990s Phoenix, Arizona ride report:
7KH³0DQ´WULHGWKHLUEHVWWRUDLQRQRXUSDUDGHEXWTXLFNWKLQNLQJDQGWKHOHYHOKHDGV
RI00$¶V6HFXULW\IRONVSUHYDLOHG2EMHFWLRQVWRRXUSDUNLQJDrrangements (we had
overflowed onto the bridge and across the road) were met with compromise²we
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posted James as a flagman at the far end of the bridge, which was agreeable to Sheriff
)UHG%XWE\WKDWWLPH+HUU-RH¶VER\VKDGWXUQHG5RDGUXQQHU¶VSDUNLQJORt into a
clusterf**k which kept departing riders waiting for nearly an hour before it was sorted
out. While trying to take pictures of our license plates one Maricopa County Sheriff
was confronted by new MMA State Rep Dan Kelley, ABATE PAC Revvv, and MRF
Rep Deb Butitta²HDFKDUPHGZLWKNQRZOHGJHRIKRZWRDVVHUWRXUULJKWVWRSULYDF\«
He never had a chance. Not sure of his position, the dimly lit bulb faded on down the
URDGWRWLQJ+HUU-RH¶VYLGHRFDP«2ND\HQRXJKRIWKHFRQIURQWDWLRQDOFX]WKHRWKHU
copVWKHUHHVSHFLDOO\WKHKDOISODLQFORWKHVRQHQDPHG7RPDOVRRI-RH¶V5HLFKZHUH
IDLUO\GHFHQWSRVLWLYHFRPPXQLFDWRUV´59
The passage indicated a collective disdain for perceived unreasonable intrusion by peace
officers and employed anti-fascist phraseoORJ\VXFKDV³-RH¶V5HLFK´DQG³+HUU-RH´ UHIHUULQJ
to Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio) as well as countercultural terminology referring to
³WKH0DQ´
The imagined fascist police state arrived late in the century in the little town of Jerome,
Arizona. The mountainside community had long been considered a biker town, complete with
its own dealership and the Jerome Motorcycle Club, as early as 1909. It was a popular
motorcycling stop throughout the century, due to its relative geographic isolation and its
location along one of the most scenic roadways of the Greater Borderlands.60
Jerome was the city from which corporate mining interests had driven pro-labor editor
and motorcyclist Edith Whitacre earlier in the century. By the 1980s, however, mining had
long since disappeared and the ghost town was resettled by a new generation of hippies,
motorcyclists, and artisans who were amiable enough to get along well with each other in a
mellow atmosphere. Lisa Whitacre (no relation to Edith), a resident involved with local
organizations as well as Greenpeace and the American Civil Liberties Union who also
happened to be a biker, was a typical resident of 1980s and 1990s Jerome. Collaborating with
her neighbors, some private charities, and the municipal government, she organized the first
annual Jerome Jamboree (a motorcycle rally at Gold King Mine) as a charity event in 1999.
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$VWKHHYHQW¶VVFKHGXOHGZHHNHQGEHJDQWKHVWDWHJDQJWDVNIRUFHLWVPHWURSROLWDQ
units (Gang Intelligence Tactical Enforcement Mission, or GITEM), and other uniformed
agencies entered town en masse. Some observers claimed that these previously unknown
agencies transformed the appearance of the town into that of a war zone, frightening hundreds
of tourists as well as scores of riders. Jay Kinsella, Mayor of Jerome, ordered the GITEM and
SWAT team to leave town, but they refused to obey and remained in the streets all weekend.61
Whitacre stated that she had previously conducted all appropriate event pre-planning
steps, had coordinated with governmental agencies, and had obtained all proper permits. After
all of the preparation, pre-organizing, and work during the actual event weekend, she wrote a
report about what had transpired:
The event started 10-1-99 and late afternoon I was advised of militia-appearing
SHUVRQQHOLQWRZQ«:H>ZHQWWRWRZQDQG@VDZZKDWVHHPHGWREHGR]HQVRI«
*,7(06WDWH*DQJ7DVN)RUFH6:$77HDPDQG6KHULII¶V2IILFHUV«%LOO
%DLOH\IURPWKH6KHULII¶V2IILFHVHHPHGWREHWKHVSRNHVSHUVRQDQGVDLGWKDWWKH\ZHUH
called by our Police Chief. I [objected to the presence of] the Gang Task Force and
SWAT Team which was written all over their uniforms. The guns and vests further
DFFHQWXDWHGWKHIHHOLQJRILQWLPLGDWLRQ7KH>GLVFXVVLRQ@FRQWLQXHGDERXW³RXWODZ
motorcycle JDQJV´:KHQ,DVNHGIXUWKHUTXHVWLRQVDERXWPRWRUF\FOHJDQJVWKH
UHVSRQVHZDVWKDWWKH\VDZ³WKHP´ULGHLQWKLVPRUQLQJ«%DLOH\DQGDJURXSRIODZ
HQIRUFHPHQWFDPHRXWWRWKHHYHQWDERXWWZHQW\PLQXWHVODWHU«
On Saturday, 10-2-«7KHODZHQIRUFHPHQWpresence was concentrated in town.
They did come out to the Gold King Mine [event site] a few times. In my experience,
-HURPH3'ZDVZDUPO\UHFHLYHGDQGWKH6KHULII¶V2IILFHUVZHUHWUHDWHGFRUGLDOO\,
did witness an officer with a video camera filming individuals and license plates. He
ZDVEODWDQWZLWKWKLVDFWLYLW\,IHOWYLRODWHGDQGGHHSO\RIIHQGHG«WKHFRPPHQWVZHUH
similar from everyone about being violated and feeling as though we were overcome by
³*HVWDSR´7KHWRZQZDVIXOORIODZHQIRUFHPHQt. Many of the merchants were upset
due to the loss of business and intimidating presence. Many tourists were scared off and
PDQ\RIRXUHYHQWSDUWLFLSDQWVFKRVHWROHDYH«8SWRZQ-HURPHLVDVPDOODUHDDQG
XQLIRUPHGRIILFHUVILOOLWXS«7KHEODFNPLOitia-type clothing, guns and vests is
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\LQWLPLGDWLQJ:HGRQ¶WKDYHJDQJVKHUH,DOVRTXHVWLRQWKH
H[SHQGLWXUHRIWKLVXQQHFHVVDU\VKRZRIIRUFH,¶PDORQJWHUPWD[SD\HU7KHFKURQLF
civil rights violation will be difficult to forget for thoVHRIXVZKRZHUHLQWRZQ«2XU
event raised over $5,000.00 to donate. ONE speeding ticket was issued to a
PRWRUF\FOLVWWKHHQWLUHZHHNHQG«:K\GLGQ¶WWKH\ILOPXVDWWKH%R\VDQG*LUOV&OXE"
7KHNLGVZHUHWKULOOHGWRVHHXV«
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,¶PHQFRXUDJLQJHYHU\RQHDIfected to document their experiences. The Motorcycle
5LJKWV2UJDQL]DWLRQVDUHIXOO\DZDUHRIZKDW¶VKDSSHQHGLQ-HURPHDQGDUHKHOSLQJWR
IDFLOLWDWHUHVROXWLRQDWWKHVWDWHOHYHO«:HFDQQRWWDNHWKLVSROLFHSUHVHQFHOLJKWO\
Although we proved ourselves to be responsible and lawful, such action by law
enforcement should not happen again.62
Whitacre had previously served as the Yavapai ABATE Political Action Coordinator (a
few years before the special police had come to Arizona) and was subsequently able to muster
DUHVSRQVHLQWKH*RYHUQRU¶V2IILFHSUHYHQWLQJDUHSHDWRIZKDWELNHUVDQGQRQ-riding locals
FDOOHGWKH*,7(0³RFFXSDWLRQ´RU³-HURPH3ROLFH*DQJ,QYDVLRQ´GXULQJWKHIROORZLQJ\HDU¶V
UDOO\,WZDVHYHQWXDOO\GLVFRYHUHGWKDW6KHUULII¶V'HSXW\%ailey had lied to Whitacre about the
Jerome Police Chief requesting outside agency support. In fact, no one from Jerome had asked
them to come to town.
Unlike many urban ABATE officers in Phoenix and Tucson chapters, Whitacre was
previously unaware that any kind of hostile environment concerning new police agencies even
existed. The so-FDOOHG³3ROLFH*DQJ,QYDVLRQ´ZDVZLGHO\FRQVLGHUHGDQXQIRUWXQDWHLQFLGHQW
for the Cottonwood Boys and Girls Club and other area event beneficiaries that may have
otherwise UHFHLYHGPRUHSURFHHGV7KHLQWHUYHQWLRQE\WKH*RYHUQRU¶V2IILFHKRZHYHU
encouraged other mayors around the state to effectively ban the police units from entering their
city limits during motorcycle events.63
Even after all of the documentable motorcycling history that has taken place in and
around Jerome for most of the twentieth century, one should not consider it a community of
great import in the history of motorcycling in the entire Greater Borderlands. It was a large city
and the home of active motorcyclists like Edith Whitacre and Harry Amster, and the Jerome
Motorcycle Club as well as an Indian dealership early in the century. A favorite locality for
riding throughout the century, it was also the place where the above-mentioned 1999 conflict
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took place. However, Jerome is not a location where any kind of paradigmatic shift in biker
imagery occurred comparable to Hollister, California in 1947. Nor is it a place where major
motorcycle clubs defined ritual and cultural elements for the rest of the ZRUOG¶VELNHUVVXFKDV
2DNODQGDQG6DQ)UDQFLVFRZHUHLQWKHVDQGµV-HURPH¶VKLVWRULFDOLPSRUWDQFHLVPRVW
significant for Arizona only, a testing ground of sorts for the establishment of political
limitations for special police units in that Greater Borderlands state as they negotiated with a
diverse and challenging colony of artists, hippies, bikers, and others.

6SXWQLN+\SKHQDWHG$PHULFDQVDQGWKH7H[DV/HJLVODWXUHDV³2XU+RXVH´
(YHQWVVXFKDVWKH³-HURPH3ROLFH*DQJ,QYDVLRQ´GLIIHUHGIURm street dynamics of the
early twentieth century and even from the interaction between police and bikers that occurred
in Hollister in 1947. Moreover, motorcyclists and MROs themselves changed over the course
of the century. If the exclusionist, racist, misogynous motorcycling organizations of the
Progressive Era in some way reflected or fed a fascist movement that developed later in the
1930s on the fringe of American society, then the inclusionary regional and state MROs of the
younger generation emerging in the early 1970s may be seen as a rejection of those fascist
elements. The rhetoric of ABATE and the other new MROs was that of an inclusionary
HPEUDFHRIGLYHUVLW\FLYLOULJKWVDQGFRQVWLWXWLRQDOULJKWV,QVXFKD³ELNHUFLYLFV´ZRUOGYLHZ
many bikers have said that our public servants deserve our measured kindness and assistance
EXWWKHIHZVHUYDQWVZKRFURVVRYHUWRWKH³ZURQJ´VLGHRISURIHVVLRQDORUHWKLFDOOLQHV
especially the line of corruption or unresponsiveness to the will of the people, become public
enemy. Riders or citizens must then reposition these confused individuals to another place,
either in front of a judge or superior for corrective purposes or the unemployment line.
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North of the border, a particular Greater Borderlands motorcyclist collective view of
legislators and government employees as public servants of the people cannot be
overemphasized. MRO leadership certainly believed in such a perspective of governance. By
the end of the millennium, Sputnik (Tsalagi, formerly named Herald Strain but now with a
legal two-syllable name change), a charismatic, visionary political leader of the riding
community, had become a primary spokesperson for motorcycling rights issues in not only the
State of Texas but throughout the American Southwest. As a widely known, well-regarded and
respected leader, much of what he said was influential in biker culture and national and
transnational motorcycling politics; so his ideas are historically relevant to any discussion of
MRO political ideology. Therefore, his advice in a public address to eight hundred members of
Black motorcycle clubs at the August, 2000 National Bikers Roundup in Rosenberg, Texas was
remembered:
7KDWK\SKHQ>³$IULFDQ-$PHULFDQ´@ZDVJLYHQWR\RXE\WKHJRYHUQPHQWLQRUGHUWR
divide pHRSOH$QGLW¶VZRUNLQJ,WPDNHVWKHPVHHPOLNHWKH\DUHOHVVWKDQ$PHULFDQ
[While gesturing:] If that man cuts his finger and I cut my finger, our blood falls on
American soil. That blood is red and nobody can tell the difference between his blood
and mLQH«
They put you all in corners; they tuck you away neatly like that and you are separate. I
can see it if we were different kinds of buttons in different drawers. But we are people!
6RZHGRQ¶Wneed WREHVHSDUDWHGLQWROLWWOHGUDZHUV«64
As usual, he received a spirited standing ovation. Here Sputnik, like Kamala
Visweswaran, problematized the hyphen and stated that it serves to separate people. Sputnik
advocated a political unity that may be construed as a privileging of motorcyclists as a social
class while minimizing any racial divisions. It also bore the marks of a nationalist discourse.
Sputnik had his own regular TV show called Texas Politics Biker Style and many of the
state government politicians were viewers. He led bikers to gain a significant amount of caucus
power in the Texas Democratic Party from 1996 through the remainder of the century and to
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acquire a significant amount of clout in the Texas Republican Party, as well. Therefore, the
Texas Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA2) that he chaired was able to achieve the
insertion of its own planks in both state party platforms at the turn of the twenty-first century.
At the beginning of each legislative session, Sputnik and TMRA2 members handed
each state senator and representative lists of bills to be supported or to vote against. If they
ZHUHQHZO\HOHFWHGDQGFRQIXVHGKHFDQGLGO\WROGWKHP³7KLVLV285KRXVH>LHWKHSHRSOH¶V
house] and you may remain in office for as long as you support us. If you ever lie to us or fail
to support our iVVXHVWKHQZHZLOOUHSODFH\RXZLWKDELNHUFRPHQH[WHOHFWLRQ´$Q\WLPHWKH
riders deemed someone unfit to be a public servant, they organized within the two parties a
year later and were often able to get a motorcyclist or another candidate elected. Thus, the
SROLWLFLDQVRIWHQUHVSHFWHGPRWRUF\FOLVWV¶GHFODUHGLVVXHV
During each session, Sputnik and other riders sat up in the balcony in the Texas Capitol
and kept watch. Whenever a senator or representative had the floor and was not sure about
what tens of thousands of motorcyclists might think about a bill or legislative matter, s/he
DQQRXQFHG³,ZDQWWRNQRZZKHUH6SXWQLNVWDQGVRQWKLVTXHVWLRQ´(YHU\RQHWKHQORRNHGXS
overhead and he gave either a thumb-up or a thumb-down. Such is the way in which
motorcyclists practiced politics in Texas. After successfully lobbying to enact laws to get
YHWHUDQV¶OLFHQVHSODWHVIRUPRWRUF\FOHVDQG+29ODQHVSRVWHGRSHQWRELNHV7H[DV052V
affected an alteration of the universal helmet law to allow freedom of choice for responsible
riders over the age of twenty-one. After further encouragement by the TMRA2 and other
MROs, the legislature and governor passed more laws including one requiring every police
officer in Texas to take annual sensitivity training, so that they would hopefully quit profiling
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motorcyclists and racial minorities. At the state capitol in Austin, bikers affected the passage or
tabling of bills in both houses easily.65

Transnational Unity, the Border, the Bridge, and the Run Calendar
If MRO rhetoric rejected totalitarian developments and sometimes seemed rights-based
or nationalistic, it also sought to embrace all motorcyclists regardless of where they lived on
the planet. The language of inclusiveness for all riders became transnational. Archival mention
of a trans-Atlantic MRO agenda appears in FAM literature at least once during the early
twentieth century,66 but related patterns did not fully redevelop until the late 1990s,
demonstrating solidarity with MROs and clubs in other countries including both sides of the
México-US border and speaking a language of unity as bikers. Thus, it should not be surprising
if the linguistic devices of motorcycling activists in the Borderlands differed slightly from
those farther north where issues were addressed in a more legalistic way. MROs and riders in
extreme southern U.S. border areas and along the northern frontier of México addressed issues
more directly.67
$VSDUWRIKHUGRFXPHQWDU\ILOPSURMHFWRQELNHUV¶ULJKWVSKRWRMRXUQDOLVW%DUEDUD
Bustillos-Cogswell interviewed Teacher (a member of the Solo Ángeles MC in Baja California
and an MRO activist) who held ABATE of California membership card number 1. Teacher had
been involved in the motorcyclist rights movement for quite some time. In the unedited video
IRRWDJHKHVDLGWKDWZKHQHYHUWKH\JRLQWRDSODFHLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVWKDWKDVD³VLJQWKDW
VD\Vµ1R&RORUV¶ZHLJQRUHLWRUDVNWKHPWRWDNHLWGRZQEHFDXVHLW¶VLOOHJDO«,I&DOLIRUQLD
motorcyclists got together we could elect the president of the 8QLWHG6WDWHV«´7HDFKHU¶V
VWDWHPHQWUHSUHVHQWHGDPRUHGLUHFWH[SUHVVLRQIRUWKHDWWDLQPHQWRIULGHUV¶ULJKWVFRPSDUHGWR

264

the typically slow North American MRO procedure of documenting incidents of discrimination
for potential class-action lawsuits and simultaneously lobbying for more specific antiGLVFULPLQDWLRQODZV7HDFKHUVDLG³$Q\WLPH\RXULGHDPRWRUF\FOH\RX¶UHDOUHDG\RQDOLVW
<RXPLJKWDVZHOOILJKWEDFN«´68
As for conditions in la frontera, the border zone inside México, he described a scene
that resembled a kind of sociopolitical inversion of conditions north of the border. To begin
with, Teacher said that motorcycle clubs in northern México not only operated as the
equivalent of North American MROs but that they also were a respected sector of society.
Accordingly:
:HDVVRFLDWHZLWKDORWRIFOXEVLQ0H[LFDOL«$QG0H[LFR&LW\«,Q7LMXDQDZHDUH
WKHNLQJV«ZHDUHVRZHOOWKRXJKWRI«:HWDNHFDUHRIDERXWVL[W\NLGVD\HDU«
1RZZHKDYHD+DUOH\GHDOHUVKLSLQ&KXOD9LVWDWKDWKHOSVXVRXW«. Police
GHSDUWPHQWVLQ«0p[LFR«:HZHDUWKLVSDWFKDQGZHKDYHQRSUREOHPV«69
Like San Diego with Tijuana, El Paso, Texas was directly across the international
boundary line from Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua and close to Sunland Park, New Mexico. It was
one big metropolis, a place where people routinely crossed the interstate and international
boundaries in their daily commutes while working, shopping, or riding. Such integrated
geographic mobility became far more inconvenient and difficult after September 11, 2001 and
the passage of the US Patriot Act a few weeks later. It disrupted the lives of millions of people.
Increased difficulties in the daily travels of residents in the El Paso / Juárez Metroplex
may be comparable to a theoretical scenario in which a heavily guarded chain-link fence is
erected along the north bank of the Potomac River. Meanwhile, most bridges across it are
destroyed and then bureaucratic Maryland and D.C. Entrance Stations are established on the
remaining bridges as people coming from Virginia wait in line for hours to cross the river. My
Potomac River hypothetical model is for illustrative purposes only and is not likely to take
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place in the future of Virginia, although it is precisely comparable to what happened here in the
border zone.
Having said that, the words of Timothy J. Dunn may also be applicable. He writes:
Special endeavors should be made to avoid sacrificing the rights and well-being of
subordinated minority groups for the real or supposed benefit of the majority or more
privileged groups, because to do otherwise is not only fundamentally unjust, it is also
ultimately a menace to the rights and well-being of us all.70
Transnational Borderlands idealism may be viewed as a call for justice, equal treatment, and
dignity.
After September 11, 2001, the MROs and motorcyclists of the El Paso-Juárez
Metroplex became not less unified but more so. Approximately a dozen new motorcycle clubs
formed in Juárez after that date and the newly formed Coalición de Motociclistas resulted in
more metropolitan and transnational coordination than ever before. Compared to the cars
waiting in much longer lines at the U.S. border crossings for one to three hours, the bikes were
able to split lanes on the bridge (similar to the way they did on freeways throughout California)
and take only fifteen or twenty minutes to get to the front of the line near the U.S. immigration
casitas. (Car drivers at the border zone crossings somehow seemed to know about air-cooled
engines, for they almost always moved over in order to accommodate lane-splitting bikers.)
Moreover, there was more solidarity and fellowship between riders in the border zone on both
sides of the international border, as well as between Texan and New Mexican organizations,
compared to what had existed previously.71
The resultant organizational networking was reflected in the international run calendar
for the Juárez-El Paso Metroplex region, which was now better coordinated than in former
WLPHV2QWKHFRYHURIWKHFDOHQGDUWKHKHDGLQJUHDG³Countries, 3 States United for One
&RPPRQ&DXVH81,7<%HWZHHQ%LNHUV3DWFK+ROGHUVDQG,QGHSHQGHQWV´$PDSIHDWXULQJ
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the outlined profiles of New Mexico, Chihuahua, and Texas appeared in the center of the page
XQGHUZKLFKWKHQDPH³(O3DVR0RWRUF\FOH&RDOLWLRQ0HHWLQJ´DSSHDUHGDORQJZLWKWKH
monthly meeting place, time, and day listed with a contact phone number. The major groups
involved in the local transnational effort included the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association,
the Ciudad Juárez Coalición de Motociclistas, the West Texas Confederation of Clubs, the
New Mexico Confederation of Clubs, and ABATE of New Mexico. The most significant
feature of the map on the cover of the calendar was that the border drawn between Chihuahua
and the United States was of the same thickness as the border drawn between Texas and New
Mexico.72
The map also appeared on a run flyer, that of the annual International Border Run, a
three-day event consisting of parties Friday night, a poker run, rodeo, and concert on Saturday,
and the Frank Root Memorial Toy Run on Sunday.73 The rally was successful and promised to
grow each year. Such artifacts and developments may be seen as responses to the hardening of
geopolitical borders, reaffirming a diminishment of their significance while representing the
idea of three equal partners in a sociopolitical coalition of coalitions. They also placed
motorcyclists (and the border zone) at the center rather than on the peripheries.

The Border Run Story and Larger Questions
By the 1990s, motorc\FOLQJZDVPDGH³DFFHSWDEOH´WRODUJHUVRFLHW\LQWKHERUGHUODQGV
by associating it with upper and middle class society. Covering the Border Run, the El Paso
Times followed a new journalistic pattern that had emerged in the 1990s in which the old
stereotype of the lowlife sleazy biker was shattered. David Peregrino, the reporter, began his
VWRU\ZLWK³7KHOHDWKHU-clad Harley rider of today is more likely to wield a stethoscope or
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annotated volume of tort law than a gun or bone-VQDSSLQJOHDGSLSH«´$OWKRXJh the article
appeared in a regular newspaper, the tangible and intangible benefits of motorcycling were
ODXGHGLQFOXGLQJLPSURYHGJDVPLOHDJHDQGDVHQVRU\GHVFULSWLRQRIWKHULGH³0RWRUF\FOHV
squeeze many miles out [of] every gallon of gasoline at a time when people who drive gas
JX]]OHUVDUHFRPSODLQLQJDERXWKLJKJDVSULFHV´3HUHJULQRLQWHUYLHZHGDELNHUQDPHG&KDUOHV
6FKXHW]ZKRVDLGWKDWWKHIHHOLQJRIPRWRUF\FOLQJZDV³WKHJUHDWHVWWKLQJ«LW¶VWKHFORVHVW
WKLQJ\RXFDQJHWWRIO\LQJ´74 The story represented an isolated instance of flattering news
coverage by a non-rider oriented publication, an example of positive public media coverage.
Public representation changed over time, as did MRO ideology. Yet, more research
needs to be conducted, since this chapter creates more questions than answers. One may
inquire about other ways in which late nineteenth and early twentieth-century motorcycle
organizations were similar to, and differed from, those that emerged after the 1960s. To what
extent were the earlier ones too exclusionary for the effective advancement of motorcycling?
How influential were elements of American fascism during the 1930s, both within and without
riding culture? What can motorcycle culture and MROs tell us about the emergence and
success of grass roots political movements that confronted power structures in American and
Borderlands history? To what extent did MROs and bikers curtail or postpone the growth of
authoritarian power structures in the Borderlands, in México, and in the U.S.? The importance
of values and concepts such as personal freedom, libertad, mobility, equality, carnalismo,
honor, privacy, individuality, and justicia require further study in juxtaposition to bikerperceived anti-motorcycle ideas related to safety, hierarchy, conformity, meticulous
presentation, and discipline. Motorcycling social history and MRO political history may tell us
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a great deal about larger issues such as the marginalization of populations, the history of
violence, and the attainment of tolerance in a multicultural world.
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CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSION

As demonstrated in these five chapters on gender, race, imagery, death rituals, and
ideology, motorcycling culture had a long history of marginalization, resistance, and
interaction with larger societal and ideological forces as it developed unique social and cultural
formations. Chapters One and Two show how degrees of marginalization of racialized and
gendered motorcyclists, as well as resistance and activism, varied over the course of the
twentieth century. 0RWRUF\FOLQJZDVD³PDVFXOLQH´ZRUOGZLWKLQZKLFKZRPHQRSHUDWHGDQG
moved. While exaggerated, male-oriented gender roles were the norm, exceptional women
could nonetheless overcome and expand beyond such inequity due to biker subcultural values
such as nonconformity and individuality. Gender rebellion was ritually reinforced for some
persons but not for others, depending on individual status.
The phenomenon of women as motorcycle operators²fully engaged in a high profile,
very visible and public mobility²preceded the relaxing and revision of socially prescribed
gender roles twice in the course of the century. A few women started to ride around 1910 and,
DJDLQDURXQG7KHLUQXPEHUVVHHPWRKDYHLQFUHDVHGGXULQJWKHVDQGµVDQGWKHQ
DJDLQLQWKHVDQGµV)emale bikers were relatively organized or influential after 1915,
1940, and 1972. The overall history of women motorcyclists in the US seems to have been
cyclical with the 1950s as the mid-century, low tide mark.
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Perhaps it is no coincidence that women in larger, non-riding society gained
sociopolitical status after 1920 (with the Nineteenth Amendment), after 1973 (when the Roe v.
Wade decision ensured the right to have an abortion), and in the 1990s when their political
participation, ability to collect child support, and power increased. The radically different
actions of women bikers such as Edith Whitacre, Della Crewe, the Van Burens, and others
GXULQJWKHVVHUYHGWRFRPSOHPHQWDQGHQKDQFHWKHDFWLYLVPRIWKHODERUDQGZRPHQ¶V
movements and helped to usher in the social liberalism of the 1920s in which gendered
proscriptions became more relaxed. When the major and minor newspapers and moto
magazines of North America printed articles by or about women motorcyclists, they forced
men and women to begin to rethink established gender role constructs. Riding women were
performing activities that were outside of their culturally assigned stations in life three to ten
years before women gained the right to vote at the federal level. Highly publicized and readily
YLVLEOHSXEOLFSKHQRPHQDVXFKDV&UHZH¶VDQGWKH9DQ%XUHQV¶ULGHVDVZHOODVHYHU\GD\
unavoidable street scenes that included women as motorcycle operators tended to legitimize
these activities in Progressive-Era America. It was only after the Van BXUHQV¶UXQWKDWWKH
:RPHQ¶V3DUW\RI$OLFH3DXODQG/XF\6WRQHEHJDQWRSLFNHWWKH:KLWH+RXVH,QVXFKD
ODUJHUFRQWHPSRUDU\VRFLDODQGSROLWLFDOFRQWH[WWKH9DQ%XUHQV¶WUDQVFRQWLQHQWDOUXQRWKHU
coast-to-coast rides, and local area activism by strong, independent women bikers helped to
legitimize alternative gender constructs and smooth the way for eventual ratification of the
:RPHQ¶V6XIIUDJH$PHQGPHQWLQ1
Similarly, Black and other racialized bikers were marginalized by racial constructs and
probably because they were riders, yet they resisted and enjoyed the ride. Degrees of racial
integration or separation within the motorcycling world were more complex than the facile
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WHUPV³%ODFNFOXE´³:KLWHFOXE´0H[LFDQFOXE´RU³PL[HGFOXE´ZRXOGKDYe one imagine.
The Jim Crow color line was significant in riding culture as it was in larger society.
The topics of women, Black, and other marginalized motorcyclists in the Borderlands
relate to issues of gender, race and transportation as resistance. Riding the public streets and
roadways was a very high profile, noticeable, public activity that has been occurring in the
world now for nearly two centuries. Similar to gender-related historic events, the presence of
racialized people on bikes during the twentieth century was a very public phenomenon and
may have affected significant changes to societal attitudes concerning the alteration of racial
constructs and the legitimization and actualization of rights for people in general. Various
individual motorcyclists and groups of riders were influential in the course of history. The
stories of bikers such as Francis Peeler, Bessie Stringfield, Tobie Gene Levingston and Heavy
Evans as well as the present-day participation of African American clubs such as Organized
Chaos, the Ruff Ryders, and the Buffalo Soldiers MC in larger forums such as the El Paso
Coalition of Motorcyclists and the West Texas Confederation of Clubs tell us that racial
discrimination was problematic but that riders were able to adapt, unify, and overcome
perceived opposition to their willingness to enjoy the ride. Their highly visible public activities
preceded changes in ethnic, racial, and gendered arenas. The extent to which an individual
could challenge conventional gender roll constructs or racism or to achieve significant levels of
privilege depended partly on her character, personality, the way she carried herself, and her
acquired status within various groups. Such marginalization, rebellion, and negotiation
SUHFHGHGWKH:RPHQ¶V6XIIUDJH Amendment and the achievements RIWKH:RPHQ¶V/LEHUDWLRQ
Movement by at least five to ten years and were contemporary to the Civil Rights Movement
DQGWKHFRXQWHUFXOWXUDOUHYROXWLRQRIWKHODWHVDQGHDUO\µV,WLVOLNHO\WKDWYDULRXV
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riders, conducting a high-profile public activity that was loud and seemingly difficult to ignore,
helped to legitimize and enable larger societal changes.
Chapter Three on myths and realities shows how particular images of the essential
motorcyclist slowly developed from the first decade of the twentieth century, how they
crystallized into specific stereotypes after the Hollister rally of 1947, and ways in which these
mythic constructs subsequently interacted with actual riders and non-riders. The activity of
motorcycling since the 1920s, and especially from the Second World War through the 1980s,
was depicted as a dangerous, threatening, uninhibited world with no rules. Although such
depictions did not accurately represent motorcyclists or motorcycling culture, elements of
reality influenced such biker mythology while the images themselves produced changes in
actual biker culture.
Myths and realities interacted for generations throughout the remainder of the century,
resulting in a marginalization of, and resistance by, riders as an imagined deviant social class.
Thus, mythic elements were partially derived from factual, phenomenal aspects of the ride.
Yet, exaggerated news stories, articles, cinematic and other productions served to place bikers
at a social distance away from non-riders. The mass cultural, medical, and governmental
accumulation and production of data, information, and interpretation about and of bikers and of
motorcycling culture exemplifies Foucauldian conceptualization including sexuality
deployment, power-knowledge exchange between power centers in a larger power structure,
and tactical polyvalence of discourse as resistance. Interactions between motorcyclists, the
media, mass cultural productions, popular culture, and the state also contributed to the
development and redevelopment of biker culture throughout the twentieth century. For
H[DPSOHWKHZRUOGZDUV¶SURGXFWLRQRIGLVLOOXVLRQHGFRPEDWYHWHUDQVDQGK\SHUEROLFPHGLD
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SURGXFWLRQVVSDZQHGE\WKH³+ROOLVWHU5LRW´HQVXUHGWKHDOLHQDWLRQRIPRWRUF\Flists from
society. Years later, Easy Rider led to a redefining of a culture that subsequently resisted an
imagined marginalization, leading to eventual changes in the world of motorcycling.
After the mid-¶VWKLVHVVHQWLDOELNHUSXEOLFLPDJLQDU\DWWUacted the attentions of
new motorcyclists from elite and wealthier classes who sought to become part of the
excitement. The new riders, who traditional bikers identified by the pejorative terms rich urban
ELNHUV 58%V RU³<XSSLHV´VRXJKWWRVHOI-actualize the biker myth. However, the beginning
RIWKHHQGRIWKHELNHU³P\VWLTXH´RFFXUUHGLQZKHQDFULWLFDOFRPSRQHQWRIWKH+DUOH\Davidson machine itself was redesigned and the new machines no longer vibrated like a
traditional Harley.
As Chapter Four on death-related rituals demonstrates, biker culture was influenced
over the years by non-rider cultural traditions and phenomena. Many riders since the time of
the Mexican Revolution and World War I were veterans and a noticeable military influence
existed in death memorial rites by the end of the Vietnam War. Yet, the roots of popular biker
death rituals can be traced to three additional sets of main sources: the Irish wake as celebrated
in the nineteenth century, 1960s countercultural practices related to protest and the
appropriation and use of public space, and Native American- or New Age-influenced beliefs
and rituals.
The use of indigenous sacred places by non-Native bikers was problematic for much of
the century in the Greater Borderlands and elsewhere. Riders trespassed, used, and sometimes
abused Native American space. On some occasions, however, groups were invited in and a few
members of a group received further invitations to celebrate particular ceremonies. Bikers also
had their own special places that were related to death ritual practices. Both space and place
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were important to indigenous peoples and to motorcyclists in the twentieth-century. Another
meaning of space related to the ability of a distinctive community to grow. Social and other
spaces may have given motorcyclists the ability to appropriate and utilize strands of popular
culture to promote community agendas.
As Chapters Three and Four indicate, the temporary monopolization of public spaces
and places was empowering in biker culture, whether one considers the San Benito Street bike
JDPHVDWWKH+ROOLVWHU5DOO\&KRFRODWH*HRUJH+HQGULFN¶VIXQHUDOZDNHLQ*ROGHQ
Gate Park, the Renegado MC Toy Run in 1997 Ciudad Juárez, or the Barney Villa Run in
Hillsboro, New Mexico. In her HVVD\³7KH&RQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH3DWULRWLF)HVWLYDOLQ
Tecamachalco, Puebla, 1900-´0DU\.D\9DXJKDQZULWHVWKDWSXEOLFVSHFWDFOHRUDFWLYLW\
possessed a popular, inclusionary, democratic nature that contributed to definitions of identity,
loyalty, legitimacy, and potential or accomplished action.2 William E. French and other
scholars show how the streets in México and the United States were contested terrain where
rituals were employed to legitimize and strengthen cultural and sub-cultural status. Historical
examples of such phenomena included the development of politicized Independence Day
rituals in eighteenth-century Philadelphia, episodic elements of the so-FDOOHG³=RRW6XLW5LRWV´
of World War II Los Angeles, San Benito Street in Hollister, and the countless large
motorcycle parades and funerals that occurred since then.3
$SSO\LQJ9DXJKDQ¶VLQWHUSUHWDWLRQWRPRWRUF\FOLQJLQWKHODWWHUKDOIRIWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\LQWKH*UHDWHU%RUGHUODQGVWKHVSHFWDFOHLWVHOIEHFDPHZKDWVKHFDOOVD³SURGXFWLYH
pDUDGLJP´FRQWULEXWLQJWKURXJKUHSHDWHGSUDFWLFHRI DQQXDORURWKHU YLVXDOO\VLPLODUHYHQWV
to the increasing legitimization and normalization of an activity that may have been squelched
in previous decades. As Flagstaff, Arizona mayor and former motor officer Chris Bavasi said,
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in contrast to later years, 1960s police officers confronted any biker entering that small town in
DZD\KHGHVFULEHGDV³QRWMXVWVXEWOHEXWRQWRSRI\RX´4 Such an incident may have been
skillfully reenacted in the 1969 film Easy Rider, but such levels of harassment, in general, no
ORQJHUH[LVWHGE\WKHODWHVDQGµV2EYLRXVO\WLPHVFKDQJHGZKHQPRWRUF\FOLQJ
gradually became more normalized and acceptable in the minds of authority figures and other
non-bikers.
The results of long-term interaction between actual riding culture and mass cultural
biker myths, imagery and productions such as Easy Rider, continually producing new mythic
formations and novel images, may have marginalized riders but it also provided a separate
social space in which a unique and empowered culture was able to develop. Motorcyclists
believed that they experienced a stifling, negative set of stereotypes and attempts to alienate
riders. Bikers, in turn, individually and collectively responded to such stereotypes in a variety
of ways. Sometimes the new syncretic images were rejected while other times they were
appropriated. Most recently, the Lost Souls MC of El Paso, a predominantly Mexican
American club, changed their back patch by borrowing the imagHRI³6DP&URZ´WKHJULP
reaper-like back patch of Sons of Anarchy, which was a new TNT television miniseries
(depicting a fictitious club named Sons of Anarchy MC) airing weekly during the fall of 2008.
&KDSWHU)LYHVKRZVKRZWKHULGHUV¶ULJKWVRUJDQL]DWions that formed to politically
protect the activity of motorcycling at first spoke a rhetoric of Progressivism and efficiency but
were later displaced by younger MROs that presented a discourse championing rights, unity,
and later trans-nationalism. While 0DU[¶VThe Machine in the Garden is problematic and not
completely applicable in terms of the biker imaginary and the ways in which riders viewed
natural areas, their collective advocacy as part of the Good Roads Movement may be viewed as
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integral to the larger Progressive Era social environment. Years later, late twentieth-century
MROs may be seen as a populist democratic response to the fascism or quasi-fascist tendencies
of earlier groups such as MATA, the Blue Shirts, and the AMA during its early years. Historic
resistance by motorcyclists seems to have been a generationally responsive phenomenon.
Riders, as a group, sometimes tended to believe that they had issues or were discriminated
against during the course of the century, to varying degrees, and they resisted such imagined
discrimination to resolve issues.
If the motorcycle symbolizes anything in popular culture, perhaps Thomas Krens,
director of the Guggenheim Foundation is most succinct and articulate in its meaning.
$FFRUGLQJWR.UHQV³7KHPRWRrcycle is a perfect metaphor for the twentieth century. Invented
at the beginning of the Industrial Age, its evolution tracks the main currents of modernity. The
object and its history present the themes of technology, engineering, innovation, design,
mobiOLW\VSHHGUHEHOOLRQGHVLUHIUHHGRPORYHVH[DQGGHDWK´5 This dissertation has been an
initial effort to define motorcycling in terms of gender, race, ethnicity, biker and non-biker
imagery, ritual practices, and ideological currents in the context of the U.S.-Mexican
Borderlands. Perhaps further research in motorcycle cultural studies may help to define the
greater significance of the biker and the bike in history.
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EPILOGUE: NATIVE AMERICANS, OBEYANCE, AND TAHLEQUAH AS
BORDERLANDS

As with generational changes in motorcycling culture and gender roles, racial constructs
were also malleable and changeable. Race and a sense of the existence of racism remained
problematic throughout the twentieth century and into the twenty-first. By the time El Paso
hosted the Texas Democratic Party Convention in June 2002, the Motorcyclist Rights Caucus
was the largest one in the party and Sputnik was its undisputed leader. Although I was not a
resident of Texas at the time, I was able to obtain a convention floor pass and observe the most
important occurrences closely. The Tigua Nation offered its Wellness Center in Socorro, Texas
and the surrounding land as a place for the riders to set up camp. There was a ceremony on
7KXUVGD\LQZKLFK³*UDQGSD´ 7LJXDHOGHU ZHOFRPHG6SXWQLNDQGWKHPRWRUF\FOLVWV7KH
:HOOQHVV&HQWHUDOVRVHUYHGDVDSODFHWRVWDJHWKHELNHUV¶GDLO\SDUDGHXSWKHROG<VOHWD6RFRUUR
Road and along the Río Grande via César Chávez Border Highway and on into the El Paso
Convention Center parking garage. The Tigua police officers escorted the parade safely into
downtown El Paso each day of the convention to its covered parking area that was reserved for
hundreds of bikes ridden by party delegates, politicians, and officials.
On the final morning of the convention, however, at the end of the procession near the
convention center, something unexpectedly happened. As usual, the Tigua officers were blocking
the last stoplight for the pack to ride on through, a longstanding, universal police standard
operating procedure designed to ensure the safety of riders and of the general public. However,
on this occasion, some El Paso police officers that were standing nearby interfered, gruffly
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telling the Tigua officers that they have no jurisdiction in the City of El Paso and ordered them to
cease traffic control measures. Then, when the Tigua police went over to the curb to get
reprimanded by the El Paso officers, some regular motorcyclists from the pack itself pulled out
and stopped their bikes in the intersection to substitute for the now-distracted Tigua police,
blocking the light and directing traffic themselves. In this way, the biker delegates arrived inside
the parking garage safely and without further incident. Some state government officials
VXEVHTXHQWO\UHJLVWHUHGVRPHFRPSODLQWVDERXWWKH(O3DVRRIILFHUV¶FRQGXFWEXWQRWKLQJZDV
ever done about it. Later on, many riders opined that the El Paso police had become
insubordinate and unresponsive to proper civil authority. Some of the Native American and other
riders and motorcycling delegates also said that, had the Tigua officers not been Native
American, the El Paso police would not have jacked them up so unprofessionally. I remember
that the collective perception at that time was that ugly racism existed in the El Paso Police
Department.
Inside the Democratic Party Convention itself, the Motorcycling Rights Caucus made,
seconded, voted on and carried a motion to help Tigua Nation reopen Speaking Rock, its recently
closed casino. (Perhaps significantly, the vote to assist them actually took place before the El
Paso PD incident with the Tigua Police officers.) It was said that proceeds from their once
popular casino had previously paid for a significant portion of Tigua educational, housing, and
KHDOWKFDUHQHHGVEXWWKDWQRZWKH7H[DVJRYHUQRU¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQKDGHIIHFWLYHO\FDXVHGLWWR
be closed. The Tigua people had once again been reduced to poverty and social programs. So
now in the caucus meeting, Sputnik vowed that bikers would work to restore Speaking Rock.
State Representative Norma Chávez, the MROs, and other groups in the coalition are still trying
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to restore protection for Native American national gaming. Nonetheless, it is widely recognized
that the governor of Texas will have to be replaced before that may happen.

³2XWODZV´&ULSV%ORRGVDQGWKH%XLOGLQJRI3RZHU6WUXFWXUHV
Of course, opposition to Native American casinos did not start in 2002. Therefore, the
Democratic bikers of Texas supporting indigenous rights was only one more episode in a
longstanding struggle for sovereignty, dignity, autonomy, and freedom. Members of the
Democratic Party Motorcycling Caucus had its own issues to tend to, as well.

3ODWH7ZR<DYDSDL&RXQW\VKHULII¶V deputies participating in a interagency operation to monitor a political organizational meeting. Yavapai
County, Arizona, ODWH¶V3KRWRE\WKHDXWKRU

$VQRWHGLQ&KDSWHU7ZR¶VGLVFXVVLRQRIUDFH$UL]RQDHYHQWXDOO\HQDFWHGDVWDWXWHWKDW
may have tended to criminalize socially or ethnically marginal behavior. After passage of its
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1994 anti-gang bill²one written in such a way that almost any resident may be arbitrarily
identified in the field as a gang member²the state applied for federal block grants and built up
its new state gang task force power structure. Arizona motorcyclists believed that the new
agencies first used the new statute to investigate ethnic Mexican low riders and other youth
subcultures in Phoenix and Tucson. After that, they were said to have targeted motorcycle clubs
for profiling and systematic harassment, by land and by helicopter, followed by the targeting of
ordinary Harley riders beginning in 1998 and all other Arizona motorcyclists after 2000.1

The Arizona Gauntlet
While many stories and urban legends existed about unpleasant episodes in the lives of
post-1994 Arizona bikers, one particular incident stands out as both representative of many
experiences at a particular large annual rally and unusual in terms of on-site comments that were
made. Char Zack, the Road Captain of Raw Thunder, experienced and retold the incident. She
went to the Laughlin River Run event once²and only once²in the mid-1990s. For like every
other motorcyclist that weekend riding on the desert highway that crossed the Arizona-Nevada
ERUGHUVKHZDVUHTXLUHGWRJRWKURXJKZKDWELNHUVFDOOHG³WKHJDXQWOHW´DURDGEORFNFRQVLVWLQJ
of a line of uniformed Arizona police gang officers.
All bikes were pulled over hour after hour, yet cars were exempt and could just drive on
by. The officers were required to stand out in the desert heat and scrutinize motorcyclists for
potential detention or citation. Zack had been riding that day in an all-male group of riders and
was packing another woman on her back seat, a friend who had never been to a run before. As
they slowly edged their way through the gauntlet, one of the officers asked an unusual question.
,Q=DFN¶VZRUGV
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<RXNQRZ«KRZZHKDYHWRSXOORYHUWRJHWLQVSHFWHG$QGWKDWILUVW\HDUWKH\KDG
OLNHRIILFHUDIWHURIILFHUDIWHURIILFHU\RXKDGWRSDVVJRLQJLQ«$QGZH¶UHWKHRQO\WZR
women in the group, and our group was about ten or twelve. And I pulled up. And an
RIILFHUORRNHGDWPHDQGVDLG³2KZKDWGRZHKDYHhere, a couple of lesbians"´7KDW
ZDVVSRNHQWRPHDW/DXJKOLQ«0\IULHQGZDVMXVWPRUWLILHG,WZDVMXVWULGLFXORXV,W
was so rude. But whatever. You know, harassment comes in all forms. That whole thing
ZDVWHUULEO\UXGH7KHKHOLFRSWHUVZKDWDZDVWHRIWD[SD\HUV¶PRQH\«$QGLW¶V$UL]RQD
GRLQJLW\RXNQRZ«>$UL]RQDQRW%XOOKHDG@%XOOKHDG&LW\ZDVGRLQJWKHLUJDPH
when you got stuck and it took hours to get back out, and they blocked the streets. That
was their game.2
Foucault tells us that the accuracy of sexual descriptions is irrelevant. He would instead
call attention to the power centers that built bodies of gendered and sexual power-knowledge and
their strategies. He would ask which companies, corporations, governmental, medical, and other
power structures were involved in the construction and perpetuation of labels such as scorcher,
outlaw, hoodlum activities, sexual perversion, motorcycle syndrome, criminal street gang,
lesbians, African-American, or mystique. Who benefited from the acceptance of these labels as
categories of identity or analysis? Who was it that felt a need to control bikers, LGBT people,
persons of color, women, or other marginalized groups? Tactical discourses, MRO activists,
motorcycle clubs, and others may be historically construed as critical active responses to
perceived marginalization or alienation, in opposition to or within a power structural dynamic,
on behalf of everyone that the power centers sought to dominate.

Obeyance, the Navajo Helmet Law, and Sunland Park, New Mexico
For much of the twentieth century, media and other power centers portrayed
motorcycling as a deviant group that should be controlled. Foucault points out that these
GHILQLWLRQVZHUHFRQWLQXDOO\FRQWHVWHG+HZULWHV³&RQIURQWHGE\DSRZHUWKDWLVODZWKHVXEMHFW
ZKR«LVµVXEMHFWHG¶«LVKHZKRREH\V´3
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So, what about those who refused to obey? Resistance and the music of Harley engines
may have helped to extend the limits of tolerance as alternative discourses continued to engage
the interplay between riders, mass cultural productions, activists, authorities, ritual practices, and
structures of conformity. In 1998, the Narbonas MC (Dinéh) lobbied the Navajo Nation Council
and thus overturned the Navajo national helmet law that they believed had been selectively
enforced against Indians. Before that repeal, Navajo bikers had thought that they were harassed
by tribal police for riding without helmets while non-Native bikers could ride freely and
unencumbered in Navajo Nation, choosing individually whether to wear one. To American
Indian bikers, such a dynamic of arbitrary enforcement of the helmet law²a regulation imposed
by the non-Native governmental system²was a form of discrimination against Indians.
Ultimately, the decision by the Council to repeal the helmet law was unanimous.4
Events like the Narbonas activism really light the fire. So, when I first moved to the
border zone in 2001 and found out that the City of Sunland Park had a universal helmet
ordinance applicable to all motorcyclists regardless of adult status and that they had annexed the
property I lived on, I proceeded immediately to city hall and talked to Mayor Jesús Segura who
explained to me that the city had enacted the ordinance a few years earlier in order to obtain a
federal block grant. The grant enabled the city to afford one extra police officer for one year.
Subsequently, the funding was no longer available and the city was now stuck with the
ordinance. In response to this explanation, I immediately made the ordinance an agenda item for
WKHFLW\FRXQFLO¶VQH[WSXEOLFPHHWLQJ,WKHQFDOOHG0DQGR 'LQpK RIWKH7H[DV0RWRUF\FOH
Rights Association as well as Johnny of the New Mexico Motorcycle Rights Organization.
They informed people on their respective membership lists and filled up the city council
meeting hall, standing room only, with concerned bikers and motorcyclists who all wanted the
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law repealed. Everyone had the right to address the council and many riders chose to do so.
Mando, who had helped to organize the Frank Root Toy Run, the largest annual Christmas
benefit for children in the region, publicly informed the council that if they would not do the
right thing, then he²in turn²would not JXDUDQWHHWKDWQH[W\HDU¶VWR\UXQZRXOGGLVWULEXWHWR\V
in Sunland Park. Due to such a tremendously active response by motorcyclists, the city council
voted to alter the ordinance to allow adult freedom of choice.5
Each day as I saddled up and rode out to the end of my Sunland Park driveway for my
commute to the University of Texas at El Paso, I had a choice of two very distinct and different
routes. On most days I took the quick way, turning right and riding across the state line between
New Mexico and Texas. One day I decided to turn left, however, to avoid the heat, the interstate
and most of the Texas route. I rode south to pass through Sunland Park on the way to Texas
farther down the river. They used to have that big ugly sign where the city limits extended to
ERWKVLGHVRIWKHURDG,WWROGXV³:HDUDKHOPHWLW¶VWKHODZ´&RQVSLUDF\WKHRULVWVLQWKHELNHU
FRPPXQLW\PD\KDYHLQWHUSUHWHGWKLVERUGHUPDUNHUDVVD\LQJ³:HGRQ¶WZHOFRPHELNHUVLQWKLV
WRZQ´2QHVHOGRPVDZDPRWRUF\FOHRYHr there; most riders used to avoid that city. I often
ignored the sign, however, and did not wear that item of clothing while riding there.
Riding on past the place where the helmet sign once stood, I remember how the people
took back their government that night and liberalized the helmet ordinance in favor of personal
freedom. I look again and I see the pre-city land as it existed a hundred years ago. All the
EXLOGLQJVDUHJRQHWKHULYHULVKXJH7KLVDUHDZDVRQFHFDOOHGWKHHGJHRIWKH³EDGODQGV´RI
NeZ0H[LFR,QDFWXDOLW\³EDGODQGV´DUHDW\SHRIERUGHUODQGV7KHVDFUHGODQGLV³EDG´IRU
only those who seek to subjugate it, to change it, to tame it, and to destroy it. Human control of
the land sometimes includes agricultural irrigation. However, digging and irrigating land when it
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is so high above the river is difficult. Riding through Sunland Park, I look down respectfully at
the Río Grande, the morning sun reflecting on the shimmering waters. The curving river is like a
mouth on the face of the earth. It bows upward like a smiling face. The sacred land smiles in the
badlands and tells me that it is good to be bad.
The road gradually curves eastward into the morning sun, the path and direction of youth.
Far to the east are the traditional lands of Cherokee Nation, so far away. The sun dims the vision
DVLWUHIOHFWVRIIWKHKDQGOHEDUVDQGVSHHGRPHWHU0DQ\RIWRGD\¶VURDGZD\VDQGKLJKZD\V
including this one, were constructed directly on top of the traditional trails of First Peoples. The
so-FDOOHG³SLRQHHUV´PHQWLRQHGLQROGKLVWRU\ERRNVGLGQRWUHDOO\³EOD]H´DQ\WUDLOVWKH\VLPSO\
hired an Indian guide to show them which of the already-existing routes to take. Over the years,
Native trails were gradually appropriated by invaders who then paved them with asphalt.
Some invaders had money. Although WKHZRUG³ELNHU´VKRXOGQRWEHVHOI-descriptive
whenever a new rider with a wad of dead presidents at a dealership tries to purchase membership
into a culture, one may consciously claim to be a biker after hearing so many people refer to
RQH¶VVHOIDVVXFK7RDQDXWKHQWLFORQJ-time rider, his motorcycle is a member of the family like
his riding brothers and sisters are; it is not a mere icon of status to be displayed in a garage or
occasionally tied down onto a trailer for yuppie runs only to be traded in for a boat or
snowmobile next year. A biker lives, thinks, dreams, and breathes motorcycles with every single
breath for an entire lifetime. It is a complete way of life, not a hobby. This is what happens when
one rides too much.
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Tahlequah as an Old Border Town and the Trail of Tears Run
Then, there is ethnicity and blood. My sister who was raised by Grandma told us herstories. She said that alongside the Trail of Tears, in every place where a person fell out, at every
spot where a drop of Cherokee sweat or blood dripped down, at every location where a Tsalagi
FKLOGGLHGZKHUHYHUDPRWKHU¶VWHDUVIHOOWRWKHJURXQGDZKLWHURVHJURZVWKHUHDQGPDUNV
those spots along the trail. The rose has seven pedals, one for each of the seven clans who were
forced to walk. If one looks closely, the innermost center of the rose is gold, like the gold buried
in the hills of our ancestral land that was coveted, overrun, usurped, and mined.
Part of my family was deliberately relocated to a previously constructed Borderland
between the U.S. and México, a place that is now called Oklahoma. More recently, the annual
Trail of Tears Motorcycle Run has started at Chattanooga and has ridden to Tahlequah, Western
Cherokee Nation. It is probably the largest cross-country motorcycle event in the United States
or México in terms of numbers of participants. The run follows the pavement built upon the
original Trail of Tears and happens every September. Ninety thousand bikes participated in 2001
and by 2005 that number was up to 200,000. The Trail of Tears Run provides at least $12,500 for
three Native American scholarships annually. As on the original Cherokee Trail of Tears so
PDQ\\HDUVDJRPDQ\WUDYHOHUVRQWRGD\¶VDQQXDOUXQSDUWicipate on the first leg only with fewer
going further to Oklahoma.6
Grandma said that there is a reason why the United States located Indian Territory where
it did. The original concept was for the people to serve as a buffer between Mexican Texas and
the United States. We were supposed to become that borderland. If one wishes to imagine what
the El Paso-Juárez Metroplex may someday look like after the border is erased, perhaps the only
thing s/he needs to do is to travel to Tahlequah and vacation there.
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One remembers and honors the people who died on the original Trail of Tears, one of the
most sordid and brutal state-sponsored tragedies in North American history. Prevention of
similar mistakes should be ensured by remembering the past. Historical amnesia would be a
WHUULEOHWKLQJ3HUKDSVLIKLVWRU\KDVDQ\XWLOLW\DWDOOLQWRGD\¶VVRFLHW\LWPD\EHWRHIIHFWLYHO\
serve in a preventative role by recalling and condemning inept historic episodes that are now
recognized as unjust errors.

293

Notes:
1

Rev. Stat. Ann. sec. 13-SDU6WDWHRI$UL]RQD'HSDUWPHQWRI3XEOLF6DIHW\³)LVFDO<HDU-97: To
,PSURYH&RPPXQLW\6DIHW\WKURXJK&RRSHUDWLYH7DFWLFDO(QIRUFHPHQW3URJUDPV´,nternet.
http://www.dps.state.az.us/fy96-97/fy96-JOKWP³*,7(0*DQJV8S*DQJ6TXDG7DNHV%LNHUVIRUD5LGH´
Tiempo Times (March 14, 2001). Internet. http://www.tiempotimes.com/gitemsection.htm, 1-2. ³*,7(0*DQJV8S
Yuma Task Force Leader Defends 7DFWLFV´Tiempo Times, 14 March 2001. Internet.
http://www.tiempotimes.com/gitemsection.htm. 2001. 1-2. &LW\RI6FRWWVGDOH3ROLFH'HSDUWPHQW³*DQJ$FWLYLW\LQ
6FRWWVGDOH´,QWHUQHWKWWSZZZJRRGQHWFRPaVSGJDQJJDQJVLQKWP%REEL-+DUWPDQQ³Civil Injunctions
DQG*DQJ0HPEHUV´(-mail to Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs Mail List, 21 October 1999. Bobbi J.
+DUWPDQQ³&LYLO,QMXQFWLRQ+HDULQJ´(-mail to Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs Mail List, 22
November 1999. Arizona ConIHGHUDWLRQRI0RWRUF\FOH&OXEV³5($'7+,6DERXW*$1*6´(-mail to the Arizona
Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs List Server, 14 July 2000. Robin D. G. Kelley, Race Rebels: Culture, Politics,
and the Black Working Class (New York: The Free Press, 1994), 183-227. Christian Parenti, Lockdown America:
Police and Prisons in the Age of Crisis (New York: Verso, 1999)5RQ%HUWRWK\³6WDWH3ROLFH3OHDGIRU)HGHUDO
+HOS:LWK%LNHU*DQJV´Organized Crime Digest 4-2 (1983), 6-'DYLV6KHUHPDWD³+RJ:LOGDERXW%LNe Gangs:
Cash-6WUDSSHG3ROLFHDUH&UHDWLQJD6FDUHWR*HW0RUH0RQH\6D\VD+HOOV$QJHOV([SHUW´Alberta Report /
Western Report, 28 July 1997, 24-28. See also Edmonton Journal (September 8, 1981), A2 as cited in Daniel R.
Wolf, The Rebels: A Brotherhood of Outlaw Bikers (1991; Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1995), 243-244.
Gary L. Kieffner, participant reflection, 1996-1998; and participant observation, 1999-2001.
2
Char Zack, interview by author, Tape recording, Cottonwood, Arizona, 16 March 1999.
3
Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume I: An Introduction (1978. New York: Vintage Books, Random
House, 1990), 85.
4
Kieffner, participant reflection, 1996-1998.
5
Ibid., participant observation, 2002. In the late 1970s, New Mexico had changed from a universal mandatory
KHOPHWODZWRDQHZRQHWKDWHQFXPEHUHGRQO\SHUVRQVXQGHUWKHDJHRIQLQHWHHQ6XQODQG3DUN¶VDOWHUDWLRQRILWV
universal mandatory ordinance established an age of twenty-one for personal choice making it similar, but not
identical, to state law. By 2002, Sunland Park had been the last city or state in the U.S. Southwest to have a
universal, mandatory helmet statute.
6
Wilma Mankiller and Michael Wallis, Mankiller: A Chief and Her People 1HZ<RUN6W0DUWLQ¶V*ULIILQ ,
45-63. Circe Sturm, Blood Politics: Race, Culture, and Identity in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2002), 61-64. Dianna Everett, The Texas Cherokees: A People Between Two Fires,
1819-1840 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990). 1RUPDQ)LQNHOVWHLQ³+LVWRU\¶V9HUGLFW7KH&KHURNHH
&DVH´Journal of Palestine Studies 24-4 (Summer, 1995), 36-41. AL-717UDLORI7HDUV&RUULGRU$VVRFLDWLRQ³7UDLO
RI7HDUV´7UDLORI7HDUV5HPHPEUDQFH$VVRFLDWLRQ,QF³5LGH$WWHQGDQFHDQG)DFWV´,QWHUQHW
http://www.trailoftears-remembrance.org/numbers.htm, 2008, 1-3. Trail of Tears Remembrance Association, Inc.,
³7275$,6FKRODUVKLSV´,QWHUQHWKWWSZZZWUDLORIWHDUVremembrance.org/Scholarships/General_SCHOLARSHIPS_2006.htm, 2008, 1-5.

294

LIST OF REFERENCES

I. Interviews (applicable tapes to be deposited at UTEP Oral History Institute and / or Sharlot
Hall Archives)
Angmo, Tibetan nun. Interview by author, 27 May 2001, Chicago.
Arion, Clint. Interview by author, 7 February 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Barnes, [Doc] Danny Kwami. Interview by author, 28 January 2001. Typed e-mail responses to
prepared questions.
Baughman, Benjamin. Interview by author, 20 February 2001, Williams, Arizona.
Bavasi, Chris, mayor of Flagstaff, Arizona. Interview by author, 30 October 1998, Flagstaff.
Tape recording.
Bellows, [Demi] Dorothy, East Valley ABATE charter member number 4. Interview by author, 3
December 2000, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Biby, Roy. Interview by author, 8 April 2001, Tempe, Arizona.
Campbell, William R. Interview by author, 21 May 2002, Mount Vernon, Illinois. Tape
recording.
Carr, Sherrie, former Women in the Wind chapter president. Interview by author, 6 February
2001, Cottonwood, Arizona. Tape recording.
Chapman, Barbara, personal assistant to former Texas Governor Ann Richards. Telephonic
conversation with author, 13 October 2000.
Critchfield, Eva. Interview by author, 31 May 2001, Birdseye, Indiana.
DeSerpa, Gus. Interview by Jerry Smith, as cited in Brock Yates, Outlaw Machine: HarleyDavidson and the Search for the American Soul. New York: Little, Brown and Co., 1999.
Ding [pseud] . Interview by author, 11 April 2001, Phoenix, Arizona. Handwritten notes.
Dragon [Joe], Run for the Wall Colorado State Coordinator. Interview by author, 10 October
1998, Payson, Arizona. Tape recording.

295

Evans, James [Heavy], former president of the Soul Brothers MC and member of the East Bay
Dragons MC. Interview by Barbara Bustillos-Cogswell, May 2000, San Francisco,
California. Videocassette.
Guerrero [pseud], councilor and former president of a motorcycle club. Interview by author, 16
December 2007, Ciudad Chihuahua, Chihuahua. Handwritten notes.
Hartmann, Bobbi J., political action coordinator for ABATE of Arizona. Interview by author, 20
March 1999, Phoenix, Arizona. Tape recording.
Jimmy. Interview by author, 15 August 2002, El Paso, Texas.
Junior, president of the Bandidos MC Albuquerque Charter. Interview by author, 14 October
2000, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
K. T. [pseud.] and Liz Espinoza-Beltrán, state deputy coordinator for ABATE of New Mexico.
Interview by author, 14 October 2000, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Tape recording.
Kramer, Ed. Interview by author, 27 February 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Kraske, Bonny K., treasurer of Coconino County, Arizona. Interview by author, 1 May 2001.
Typed e-mail responses to prepared questions.
Lesley, Marvin, and Ed Kramer. Interview by author, 27 February 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape
recording.
McAlister, Michael J. Interview by author, 24 January 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
McGrath, Jamal. Interview by author, 15 October 2000, Gallup, New Mexico. Tape recording.
McKnight, Walt and Dorothy McKnight. Interview by author, 17 July 2000, Oakland City,
Indiana. Tape recording.
Miller, Nancy [pseud]. Interview by author, 24 October 1998, Phoenix, Arizona. Tape recording.
Moffatt, John, city attorney of Prescott, Arizona. Interview by author, 16 February 2001,
Prescott. Tape recording.
Noble, [Cowboy] George. Interview by author, 16 February 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape
recording.
Ortiz, Paco [pseud.], an officer of a major MC. Interview by author, 20 September 2000, Greater
Borderlands.
Peeler, Francis M. Interview by author, 31 January 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.

296

Pierce, [Mule] Bill, member of ABATE of Arizona and former legislative officer for ABATE of
Colorado. Interview by author, 26 March 2001. Typed email responses to prepared
questions.
Problem Child [pseud]. Interview by author, 26 February 2001, Prescott, Arizona. Tape
recording.
Ranalli, Barbara. Interview by author, 29 July 2000, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Randi [pseud] . Interview by author, 21 February 2001, Mesa, Arizona.
Redlight [Laura] and Bandit [pseud]. Interview by author, 10 October 1998, Payson, Arizona.
Tape recording.
Reilly, Bill. Interview by author, 25 January 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Reynolds, Jean, curator for the Arizona Historical Society Museum. Discussion with author, 22
February 2001, Tempe, Arizona.
Richards, Joe, sheriff of Coconino County, Arizona. Interview by author, 2 September 1999,
Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Rivera, [Clayman] George, member of the ABATE of Arizona Board of Directors. Interview by
author, 20 January 2001, Pine, Arizona. Tape recording.
Robertson, Donald E., proprietor of the Gold King Mine, Jerome, Arizona. Interview by author,
10 October 2000, Jerome. Tape recording.
Rogers, Brenda [pseud] . Interview by author, 7 August 1999, Phoenix, Arizona.
Rollins, Peter, moderator for the Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association HNet List server. Telephonic conversations with the author, 2000-2002.
SanFelipo, Tony. Interview by author, 25 May 2002, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Shadrick, Melvin [Shad], business manager of the East Bay Dragons Motorcycle Club (MC) and
Tobie Gene Levingston, president of the East Bay Dragons MC. Interview by Barbara
Bustillos-Cogswell, May 2000, San Francisco, California. Videocassette.
Sharon and Bobbi, musicians for Girls Gone South. Interview by author, 21 February 2001,
Phoenix, Arizona.
Silk, Jim, former state coordinator for ABATE of Arizona. Interview by author, 28 January
2001. Typed e-mail responses to prepared questions.
Smith, Brian. Interview by author, 21 February 2001, Flagstaff, Arizona.

297

Officer Smith and Deputy Jones [pseuds.], Arizona GITEM personnel. Interview by author, 7
October 1998, Flagstaff, Arizona. Tape recording.
Strain, [Sputnik] Herald W., chair of the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association. Interview by
author, 10 March 2001, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
____________. Interview by author, 15 February 2002, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Tape
recording.
Subía, Florentino A. [Lico], president of the Iron Horses and former president of the 74s of El
Paso, Texas. Interview by author, 17 January 2002, El Paso. Tape recording.
Tenney, Ivalene, district director for the Motor Maids. Interview by author, 9 February 2001,
Lake Havasu City, Arizona. Tape recording.
Whitacre, Lisa, former political action coordinator for Yavapai County ABATE. Interview by
author, 7 January 2001. Typed e-mail responses to prepared questions.
____________. Interview by author, 19 February 2001, Jerome, Arizona. Tape recording.
Whitedog, Delores, security for the Sirens MC and Heather, a member. Interview by author, 14
October 2000, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Tape recording.
Wild Bill [pseud]. Interview by author, 10 October 2000, Jerome, Arizona. Tape recording.
Youngkrantz, Carol. Interview by author, 12 November 2000, Phoenix, Arizona. Tape recording.
Zack, Char, road captain of Raw Thunder. Interview by author, 16 March 1999, Cottonwood,
Arizona. Tape recording.
II. Archival Sources
³$OO)HPDOH0RWRUF\FOH5LGHUVFLUFD´3KRWRJUDSK6'+6 number 91-18564-1563. San
'LHJR+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\$UFKLYHV6DQ'LHJR&DOLIRUQLD KHUHLQDIWHUFDOOHG³6'+6$´ 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company. El Paso Telephone Directory. Winter 1921. C. L.
Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, University of Texas at El Paso Library, El
3DVR7H[DV KHUHLQDIWHUFDOOHG³87(3´ 
____________. El Paso Telephone Directory. Winter 1922. UTEP.
____________. El Paso Telephone Directory. Winter 1923. UTEP.

298

Amster, Harry. Presentation and slide show given at the Verde Valley Transit Authority Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony, 9 October 1983. 1-7. Presentation outline. Jerome Historical Society
$UFKLYHV-HURPH$UL]RQD KHUHLQDIWHUFDOOHG³-+6$´ 
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³+DUU\$PVWHU0RWRUF\FOH6KRSLQ-HURPHLQ´3KRWRJUDSK$FFHVVLRQQXPEHU--75-6-11.
JHSA.
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Inventory, Collection 173, Scripts Box 12, Folder 2. USC.
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0RWRUF\FOH5LJKWV$VVRFLDWLRQ)UHH,QIRUPDWLRQ3DFNHW´%RRNOHWSS
&KRFRODWH*HRUJH¶V)XQHUDO. Photographic poster. 1967. Displayed on the south wall of the
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____________. ³<DYDSDL&KDSWHU%DOORW´
=DFN&KDU³5DZ7KXQGHU2IILFLDO5LGH/LVW´32%R[-HURPH$UL]RQD
=DFN&KDU5RDG&DSWDLQ³5DZ7KXQGHU1HZVOHWWHU´-XQH
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____________. ³5DZ7KXQGHU1HZVOHWWHU´1RYHPEHU
____________. ³5DZ7KXQGHU1HZVOHWWHU´1RYHPEHU7KHDWWDFKHGIO\HU
____________. ³5DZ7KXQGHU1HZVOHWWHU´-DQXDU\
IV. Scholarly Papers
%XFN6XVDQ³%LNHUV¶5LJKWV7KH$PHULFDQ5RDG DQGWKH*OREDO9LVLRQ´$OEXTXHUTXH
Southwest / Texas Popular Culture Association Annual Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
&KDGGHUGRQ7HDK³0DUNHWLQJ*HQGHU%RGLHVRU%LNHV"´$OEXTXHUTXH6RXWKZHVW7H[DV
Popular Culture Association Annual Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
-RDQV%DUEDUD³7KH5DFLVP5DS%LNHUV¶'LUW\/LWWOH2SHQ6HFUHW´$OEXTXHUTXH6RXWKZHVW
Texas Popular Culture Association Annual Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
.RHUQHU6WHYH³:RPHQDQG0RWRU&\FOLQJLQ%ULWDLQ-´$OEXTuerque: Southwest /
Texas Popular Culture Association Annual Convention, 2002. Photocopied.
McDonald-:DONHU6X]DQQH³2XWFDVWEXW1RW&DVW2XW7KH(IIHFWVRI0DUJLQDOL]DWLRQRQWKH
%ULWLVK%LNLQJ&RPPXQLW\´$OEXTXHUTXH6RXWKZHVW7H[DV3RSXODU&XOWXUe
Association Annual Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
0ROO/DXUD$³µ6KH/HW+LP'ULYH6RWKDW6KH5RGH%LWFK¶'LVFXUVLYH&RQVWUXFWLRQRID
+HWHURVH[XDO1RUPE\:RPHQ%LNHUV´$OEXTXHUTXH6RXWKZHVW7H[DV3RSXODU
Culture Association Annual Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
3HUOPDQ$OOLVRQ³/RVHU2XWODZV%LNHU0RYLHVDQGWKH7UDQVIRUPDWLRQRI$PHULFDQ
0\WKRORJ\´$OEXTXHUTXH6RXWKZHVW7H[DV3RSXODU&XOWXUH$VVRFLDWLRQ$QQXDO
Convention, 2001. Photocopied.
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$GGDPV&KDUOHV$³/HWWHUVWRWKH(GLWRU´Life, 11 August 1947, 7.
$GDPV&KULV³5XQWR5HPHPEHU´Clarion News (southern Indiana), May 1999, Style section 1.
Aldersey-:LOOLDPV+XJK³7ZR:KHHO'ULIW´New Statesman, 28 August 1998, 38-39.
$OGULFK0LNH³&ROODJHIRU7RP%HOO´The Buffalo Insighter, 20 November 1967.
$OH[DQGHU5R\HG³5HTXLHPIRUDQ$QJHO´Time, 21 January 1966, 57.
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$OLHQ>SVHXG@³7KH/LQHRQ:K\:H1HHG$QWL-'LVFULPLQDWLRQ/HJLVODWLRQ´Masterlink,
December, 1996, 1-5.
³$PDWHXU'DUH-'HYLOV*LYH0RWRUF\FOH5RGHRV´Popular Science, March 1938, 55.
$QGHUVRQ&KHVWHU³)UHHGRP1RZ´Provo (Los Angeles), 1-15 July 1967, 7.
$QGHUVRQ7LP³'LVFULPLQDWLRQ$JDLQVW%LNHUV'HFODUHG,OOHJDO´Southwest Scooter News, July
1998.
$QGHUVRQ7LPHG³7KH%DUQGDQFHLV%DFN´Southwest Scooter News, May / June 2000, 1.
³$Q\ERG\&DQ'ULYHD1HUDFDU6\UDFXVH&RPSDQ\WR0DQXIDFWXUH&ODVV\0RWRUF\FOH%XLOWRQ
$XWRPRELOH/LQHV´Motorcycle and Bicycle Illustrated, 27 October 1921, 70-73.
Arizona Daily Sun, October 1998.
$URV'DPLDQ³1R&ULPLQDO&KDUJHVIRU'UXJ8QLW´Arizona Daily Sun, 7 October 1998.
Ball, Keith R., ed. Easyriders, October 1993, 34-37.
BBBBBBBBBBBB³+DOO2¶)DPH´Easyriders, October 1993, 32.
³µ%DWWOHRI+ROOLVWHU¶(QGVDV:LOG&HOHEUDWLQJ0RWRUF\FOLVWV/HDYH&LW\´Hollister Free
Lance, 7 July 1947, 1.
%HOO(OOLRWW9HG³0LOG2QHV5RDU2II:LWKD0DUNHW´Business Week, 12 November 1966,
49, 138-140.
____________. ³:RRLQJWKHµ0LOG2QHV¶´Business Week, 30 March 1963, 26-27.
%HOO7RP³7KH/HJDO0XUGHURI&KDUOHV3IDO´The Buffalo Insighter, 20 November 1967, 9.
%HUJVFKQHLGHU6RQ\D³:RPHQZKR5XQZLWKWKH+RJV´Cruising Rider Magazine Season
Preview, 1999. A special issue of American Rider.
%HUWRWK\5RQDQG%HWW\%%RVDUJH³6WDWH3ROLFH3OHDGIRU)HGHUDO+HOSZLWK%LNHU*DQJV´
Organized Crime Digest, February 1983, 6-9.
%HWWV5*³0RWRU%LF\FOLQJ´&ROOLHU¶V:HHNO\, 17 January 1903.
Bicycling World, 16 May 1903, 229 as cited in 6DPP\.HQW%URRNV³7KH0RWRUF\FOHLQ
$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH)URP&RQFHSWLRQWR´Ph.D. diss. (American Civilization),
George Washington University, 1975, 99.
____________. 0D\DVFLWHGLQ%URRNV³0RWRUF\FOHLQ$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH´
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____________. $SULODVFLWHGLQ%URRNV³0RWRUF\FOHLQ$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH´
____________. )HEUXDU\DVFLWHGLQ%URRNV³0RWRUF\FOHLQ$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH´
139.
____________. 25 February 1913, 11-12 as cited in %URRNV³0RWRUF\FOHLQ$PHULFDQ&XOWXUH´
166.
%LNHU3HWH³$'HPDQGIRU(TXDOLW\´Thunder Press, September 2000, 27, 32.
%LOO/+³7KH3RRU0DQ¶V$XWRPRELOH´Overland Monthly, August 1902.
%LVK%LOO³$UNDQVDV 7H[DV&HOHEUDWH+HOPHW)UHHGRP´Aid to Injured Motorcyclists /
National Coalition of Motorcyclists 98-1 (1998): 2.
____________. ³%ULHI+LVWRU\RI%LNHU¶V5LJKWVLQ$PHULFD´Masterlink, July 2000, 1-2.
____________. ³&RQJUHVV$SSURYHV)HGHUDO+LJKZD\%LOO0RWRUF\FOLVWV:LQ$JDLQ´Aid to
Injured Motorcyclists / National Coalition of Motorcyclists 99-1 (1999): 2.
BBBBBBBBBBBB³)ORULGD5HSHDOV0DQGDWRU\+HOPHW/DZ´Aid to Injured Motorcyclists /
National Coalition of Motorcyclists 1-1 (2000): 2.
____________. ³/RXLVLDQD5HSHDOV0DQGDWRU\+HOPHW/DZ´Aid to Injured Motorcyclists /
National Coalition of Motorcyclists 00-1 (2000): 2.
____________. ³1HZVIODVKWKLVMXVWLQ«.HQWXFN\5HSHDOV+HOPHW/DZ´Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists / National Coalition of Motorcyclists 98-1 (1998): 2.
%LVK%LOOHG³)ORULGD%LNHUV&DQ1RZ5LGH)UHH´Motorcycle Patriot, July 2000, 6.
BBBBBBBBBBBB³$Q,GHD:KRVH7LPH+DV&RPH´Motorcycle Patriot, July 2000, 6.
%L[PDQ.DUHQ/HH³7KH7DNLQJRI$PHULFD´Weekly Update, 26 September 1996.
BODLU6XVLH³-HUU\5RVV%ODLU <R]HPLWH 0DUFK± 'HFHPEHU´Masterlink,
January 1998, 5.
%ODXVKLOG(ULF³0RYLH5HYLHZ(DV\5LGHU´The Big U.S., 11 September 1969, 8-9.
%RHKOHU.DUHQ³5HYYLQJ8SIRU6XPPHU)XQ´Enchantment, May 2006.
%RQG$5XVVHOO³3UDFWLFDO0HFKDQLFVIRU%R\V:KDW(YHU\2QH6KRXOG.QRZ$ERXWWKH
Motor-&\FOH´St. Nicholas 42 (September 1915): 998-1007.
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%RQG3DXO'³)XFN6RFLHW\)XFN$OORI7KHP$VVKROHV$Q,QWHUYLHZZLWKWKH*DOORSLQJ
Goose Motorcycle &OXE´NOLA Express, 30 October-12 November 1970, Cover, 11-14.
%RRQH$QGUHZ5³+RZ7KH\¶YH+DOWHG'HOLQTXHQF\RQ:KHHOV´Popular Science, March,
1955, 99-102, 258.
³%RZHQ6LGH6HDWIRU0RWRUF\FOHV´Bicycling World and Motorcycle Review, 22 June 1912, 1518.
%URNDZ3DXO³/HWWHUVWRWKH(GLWRU´Life, 11 August 1947, 7.
%URZQ-XG\³1HDO&DVVLG\&KDUOHV3O\PHOO´NOLA Express, 3-16 April 1970, 2.
%UR\DUG$QDWROH³$3RUWUDLWRIWKH+LSVWHU´Partisan Review 15-6 (June 1948): 721-727.
%XFNOH\:LOOLDP)HG³'RQ¶W6KRRWWKH(DV\5LGHU´National Review 32-22 (31 October
1980): 1309.
%XG>SVHXG@³3D\EDFN,WZDV$IWHU9LHWQDPWKDW,W7RRNLWV7ROO´Easyriders, March 1991, 9298. Jim Silk Collection, Tempe, Arizona (hereinafter callHG³-6&´ 
%XUWRQ+DO³0RVW8QSRSXODU0HQRQWKH5RDG´Saturday Evening Post, 25 September 1954,
32-33, 128, 130.
%XUWRQ:DOWHU(³'DULQJ5LGHUV7KULOO&URZGVZLWK3RORRQ0RWRU&\FOHV´Popular Science,
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

ABATE: A motorcyclist rights organization. This acronym originated in 1972 as it was applied
WRWKHJUDVVURRWVELNHUV¶ULJKWVPRYHPHQW,WVRULJLQDOPHDQLQJZDV³$%URWKHUKRRG$JDLQVW
7RWDOLWDULDQ(QDFWPHQWV´+RZHYHUPRVW$%$7(RUJanizations today call themselves
³$PHULFDQ%LNHUV$LPHG7RZDUG(GXFDWLRQ´RUVRPHVLPLODUQDPH
AFFA: Angels Forever, Forever Angels.
AMA: American Motorcyclist Association (Founded 1924). Originally a racing organizational
and sanctioning group formed by Motorcycle Allied Trades Association and the motorcycle
industry, the AMA eventually became an independent national motorcyclist rights organization
and is now in the process of getting out of the competition organizational business.
America First Committee: An antiwar organization that was active prior to US entry into
World War II. The organization may have had strong fascist leanings. America First was also
endorsed by MATA.
Back patch: A large piece of embroidered cloth sewed onto the back of a riGHU¶VYHVW,WXVXDOO\
identifies the rider as part of a larger club or group and is often considered sacred. To ask the
wearer questions or to make comments about the patch is not recommended.
Bandidos MC: The number one club in Texas and New Mexico.
BFFB: Bandidos Forever, Forever Bandidos.
Blue Shirts of America: A pre-World War II group of motorcyclists sponsored by the AMA.
Bro: A brother, whether biological or otherwise.
Bummer: Mid-twentieth century colloquialism meaning an unfortunate occurrence or
unfavorable circumstance. Bikers in the 1950s originally used this word to signify a
motorcycle crash.
Cabrones: Trans. Bad motherfuckers. Bikers in México who know each other use this word to
toast the health of their companions.
Cage: (n.) A generic, sometimes pejorative term meaning any four-wheeled car.
Citizen: (n. or adj.) 1960s-1990s colloq. A non-ELNHU6\QRQ\PRXVWR³FLYLOLDQ´RU³VWUDLJKW´
Civilian: (n. or adj.) 1980s-present colloq. A non-ELNHU6\QRQ\PRXVWR³FLWL]HQ´RU³VWUDLJKW´
360

Class: (n. or dir. obj.) Mid-twentieth century colloquialism meaning a sub-culturally radical
style or quality, especially a style or quality that is able to evoke shock, concern, or disgust
among non-riders. Both individuals and motorcycles were capable of possessing class. The
object was to be different, to stand out as an individual from run-of-the-mill conformists.
SRFLDOVWDWXVLQPRWRUF\FOLQJFXOWXUHZDVSDUWO\GHWHUPLQHGE\KRZPXFK³FODVV´WKHSHUVRQ
possessed and class was accumulated through the riding of unordinary choppers and the
FRPPLVVLRQRIXQFRQYHQWLRQDODFWV'LVSOD\VRI³FODVV´VHUYHGDXWLOLWDULDQIXQFWLRQEHQHILWLQJ
motorcyclists on the street by creating, establishing or maintaining a greater amount of social
space for bikers, keeping non-riders at bay enough that they would not pose any physical
threats to riders, whether on the road or in person.
DTFFDT: Desert Thunder Forever, Forever Desert Thunder. (Desert Thunder MC.)
Endurance run: Early twentieth century. A competitive long-distance event in which the object
ZDVWRDUULYHDWHDFKVWDWLRQDWDSDUWLFXODUWLPH,WZDVGHVLJQHGWRWHVWERWKWKHULGHU¶VVNLOO
DQGWKHPDFKLQH¶VUHOLDELOLW\
FAM: Federation of American Motorcyclists (1903-1919).
Fat Boy: A late-twentieth century Harley-Davidson model known for its size, power, and low
center of gravity.
Flying Tigers: The covert American volunteer group attached to the Chinese air force a year
before the US officially entered World War II. The Flying Tigers 3rd 6TXDGURQWKH+HOO¶V
Angels, was a mercenary air transport unit in 1941 Burma. After the war, at least one of its
members, Arvid Olsen, rode with other veteran bikers who formed the HAMC.
FNG: Fucking New Guy. A first-year Run For the Wall participant. Borrowed from earlier
American military subcultural usage popular in Vietnam when the term was used to identify
new personnel.
Good: (adj.) A mid-WZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\FROORTXLDOLVP$OVRFDOOHG³EHLQJJRRG´,Ws meaning
was to be loyal to the biker community and to adhere to its norms, mores, customs, and values.
Gypsy run: An early twentieth century organized social event that included group riding in a
pack.
HAMC: Hells Angels Motorcycle Club. (The number one club in California and Arizona).
HAMCUS: Hells Angels Motorcycle Club of the United States.
Hijos de la Chingada7UDQV³6RQVRIWKH%LWFK´ Bikers in México toasted each other using
this misogynous term, which referred to the myth of la Malinche (originally based on a
sixteenth-century reimagining of the significance of Malintzin, translator for Hernán Cortez).
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HOG: Harley Owners Group. A pseudo-club or marquis organization operated and sponsored
by the Harley-Davidson Motor Company. As each new Harley sold in the late 1980s and 1990s
came with a free HOG membership, it may be viewed as a kind of biker boot camp. See
³58%´%HIRUHKRZHYHU³KRJ´ZDVDJHQHULFWHUPPHDQLQJDQ\FXVWRPPRWRUF\FOH
regardless of whether its engine was American, Japanese, or European.
Hounds: A post-World War I motorcycle club in El Paso, Texas. It existed as early as 1919 and
was started by war veterans and other men, both Anglo- and Mexican-American. Some of them
rode army surplus motorcycles. They raced in the streets, evaded the traffic officers, and rode
on the switchback roads of the Franklin Mountains. Their usual meeting place was a downtown
German restaurant.
HOV: +LJK2FFXSDQF\9HKLFOH RU³FDUSRRO´ ODQHV$IWHUIHGHUDOODZPDQGDWHGWKDW
HOV lanes must be open to motorcycles, which were thus recognized as an environmentally
friendly traffic-reducing form of transportation. In Arizona, Texas, and some other states, HOV
lanes were subsequently posted open to motorcycles due to the efforts of ABATE and the
TMRA2.
Las compramos7UDQV³:HEX\WKHP´
LAW: League of American Wheelmen (founded 1880).
Masterlink: A motorcycle part that is no longer included on many post-1980s bikes. The
masterlink was the link of the secondary drive chain that connected the two ends of the chain
so that it may drive the rear wheel. This masterlink was typically the weakest link on the chain
and it sometimes broke and left one disabled on the side of the road. Most seasoned riders at
that time had carried extra masterlinks on the road so that they could repair (their own or other)
broken chains. More recently, newer bikes used belts or shafts for their secondary drive instead
of chains with masterlinks. Masterlink is now the title of the ABATE of Arizona newsletter.
The selection of such a name for a periodical publication implies that it was indispensable, like
the old masterlinks.
MATA: Motorcycle Allied Trades Association (founded 1918). An industrial consortium.
MATA founded the AMA as a racing organizational and sanctioning group in 1924.
MC: A motorcycle club that has the status of a traditional club.
MMA: Modified Motorcycle Association (California and Arizona).
Mother: $SRSXODUQLFNQDPHIRU\RXQJ1RUWK$PHULFDQPDOHVLQWKHVDQGµV)RU
H[DPSOH-DPHV³0RWKHU´0LOHVZDVDVPHPEHURIWKH+HOOV$QJHOV0&0DQ\\RXQJ
men LQERWKWKHFRXQWHUFXOWXUHDQGELNHUFXOWXUHZHUHQLFNQDPHG³0RWKHU´ LQFOXGLQJRQHRI
P\KLJKVFKRROIULHQGV³0RWKHU´3DXO0HQGHO 7KLVWLWOHRIHQGHDUPHQWZDVDVKRUWHQHGIRUP
RIWKHWHUP³PRWKHU-IXFNHU´³0RWKHU´ZDVKRQRULILFUDWKHUWKDQSHMRUDWLYHDnd the name was
HYHQWXDOO\FRPPRGLILHGLQWKHIRUPRI³0RWKHU¶V0DJ:KHHO3ROLVK´LQWKHHDUO\V,QWKH
µVWKHSHUVRQDOQDPHIXQFWLRQHGDVDQHW\PRORJLFDOHTXLYDOHQWWRWKHODWHWZHQWLHWK-century
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VDOXWDU\³cabrones´RU³hijos de la Chingada´LQQRUthern Mexican biker culture. The
VLJQLILFDQFHRIWKHQDPHRIWKH$OWD&DOLIRUQLD³0RIRV´PRWRUF\FOHFOXE PLG-1960s) was
similar.
Motordrome: Early twentieth century motorcycle race track. The track surface was constructed
of wooden planks and the curves were banked. Perhaps the most familiar comparison to the
EDQNHGFXUYHVZRXOGEHWKRVHRIWRGD\¶VVNDWHERDUGSDUNDOWKRXJKWKHYHUWLFDODQJOHV DQGQRW
the speeds) of the latter can be considered more extreme.
MRO: Motorcyclist rights organization.
Ms. Harley: Winner of the annual Ms. Harley Pageant sponsored by the Harley-Davidson
0RWRU&RPSDQ\:KHWKHUWKHKRQRULILF³0V´LVUHDOO\VLJQLILFDQWKHUHDQGZKHWKHUWKH
titleholder is an ambassador for the company or simply a beauty contest winner, is a matter of
conjecture. More research on how the winners are selected should probably be conducted.
NGO: Any non-governmental organization that is a member of the United Nations.
Norteño: A person from northern México. The culture and subcultural formations of the north
are distinctively different from those of most of México.
One Percenter: A member of a particular kind of patch-holding club in which all of the
members are hardcore bikers. The number one clubs of any given area are One Percent clubs.
Outlaw: A term that originally appeared in 1912 in an editorial in Bicycling World and
Motorcycle Review in reference to the petty political infighting within the FAM. In 1929, the
$0$¶V6HFUHWDU\(&6PLWKDSSOLHGWKHZRUG³RXWODZ´WRULGHUVZKRZHUHQRWGXHs-paying
members of his organization. A 1930s club called itself the McCook Outlaws, indicating that
they were non-AMA racers, but disbanded when its members joined the police force. After the
club reformed under the name Outlaws MC, the word stuck and became a generic description
for any group of scary-looking men on bikes. More recently, the term has been applied by
various groups and power centers to mean the same as One Percenters.
Patch-holding club: A motorcycle club in which the members wear a large back-patch that
LQFOXGHVWKHOHWWHUV³0&´ 0RWRUF\FOH&OXE 6RPHSROLFHRIILFHUVWDUJHWHGWKHVHFOXEVIRU
profiling and harassment.
Rat pack: (v.) A sub-cultural norm among motorcycle clubs in which an entire group of riders
engage in a combative physical altercation with an outsider.
Renegado MC: The number one club in Chihuahua.
RFTW: Run For the Wall (est. 1989). An annual transcontinental event designed to safely
transport large numbers of bikers to Rolling Thunder. See RT.
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Roadguards: Members of a motorcycle pack who systematically control traffic at intersections
for safety reasons, allowing the entire pack to roll through as a unit without permitting the
introduction of unpredictable hazards (such as stray cars in between the rows of bikes).
RT: Rolling Thunder (est. 1988). An annual parade in Washington DC to demonstrate for
YHWHUDQV¶LVVXHV The name for this motorcycle run was appropriated from that of a military
operation executed during the U.S.-Vietnam Conflict.
58%5LFKXUEDQ³ELNHU´
Salud7UDQV+HDOWK7RWRDVWWKHKHDOWKRIRQH¶VFRPSDQLRQV
6LUHQV0&7KHQXPEHURQHZRPHQ¶VFOXELQ1HZ0H[LFR
Scooter: A motorcycle. Many riders consider it to be sacred or as a member of the family. To
WRXFKDVFRRWHUZLWKRXWLWVRZQHU¶VSHUPLVVLon is not recommended.
Solo Ángeles MC: The number one club in Baja California.
Springer Softail: A late-twentieth century Harley-Davidson model known for its power, classic
chrome front suspension, smooth riding rear suspension, and low center of gravity.
SRRA: Sierra Road Riders Association (California).
Straight: (n. or adj.) 1960s-1990s colloq. A non-ELNHU6\QRQ\PRXVWR³FLWL]HQ´RU³FLYLOLDQ´
TEA21: The Transportation Equity Act for the Twenty-first Century (TEA21), a federal
highway bill enacted in 1998. It including every provision that motorcyclist rights
organizations had requested.
TMRA: Texas Motorcycle Roadriders Association (TMRA 1).
TMRA2: Texas Motorcycle Rights Association.
Weenie bite: One of the competitive bike games played at various events for most of the
twentieth century.
<XSSLH6HH³58%´
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APPENDICES

Appendix A:
Tobie Gene Levingston, President of the East Bay Dragons Motorcycle Club and
0HOYLQ³6KDG´6KDGULFN%XVLQHVV0DQDJHURIWKH(DVW%D\'UDJRQV0&2DNODQG
Chapter. Excerpt from an interview by Barbara Bustillos-Cogswell, May 2000, at the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists Annual Convention in San Francisco, California.
Videocassette.

Tobie Gene Levingston: We all rode with helmets before there was a law. Now they cite
us for having the wrong helmets, after passing a law.

(Casual talk about the red light on the video equipment.)

0HOYLQ³6KDG´6KDGULFN,UHSUHVHQW(DVW%D\'UDJRQV0RWRUF\FOH5LGLQJ&OXEDQGLQ
our club, we ride Harley-Davidson motorcycles. I say we promote Harley-Davidson motorcycles
E\ULGLQJWKHP,¶P%XVLQess Manager and somewhat of a senior advisor for the board of
directors in our club.
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T.L.: We want to be part of this [National Coalition of Motorcyclists] organization, you
know. We want to know about all the laws that they have going against the bikers, you know.
7KDW¶VZKDWZH¶UHKHUHIRUUHSUHVHQWLQJ>RXUFOXE@

M.S.: To follow the laws that are being passed. A lot of laws are coming, and with
different states. Different states have different laws. And to learn about what those laws are, is
important to us, as those who obey the law. And we cross different states riding motorcycles.
And this sort of convention points out the things we need to know about riding through different
states.

7/7KDW¶VZK\ZH¶UHKHUH:HZDQWWRILQGRXWDQGJHWDOOWKH literature and
HYHU\WKLQJ«:HKDYHD1DWLRQDO5RXQGXSEDFN6RXWKDQGWKLV\HDUWKH\KDGVRPHWKLQJOLNH
EODFNULGHUVLQ6RXWK&DUROLQD«,ZHQWWRWKH5RXQGXSLQ¶EDFN(DVW$QGWKH\KDYH
D1DWLRQDO5RXQGXSDQGLW¶VDOOEODFN$QGLW¶VEHHQJRing on for damn near twenty-five years,
DQGWKH\¶UHVWLOOJRLQJRQDQGLW¶VJHWWLQJVWURQJHU$QGWKLV\HDULW¶VLQ7H[DV$QGVRWKDW¶VZK\
ZH¶UHKHUH%HFDXVHZHZDQWWRNQRZDERXWWKHVHGLIIHUHQWVWDWHV VR WKDWZKHQZHULGHWKURXJK
[we] cross it. ThDW¶VZKDWZHZDQW

M.S.: We ride with helmets. We have our own by-ODZWKDWZHZHDUDKHOPHW<HW«ZH
are in violation, or can be cited because, I think, California law is that it has to be DOT-approved
KHOPHWV$QGDFWXDOO\,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKHVWDWHKDVJXDranteed, like they guarantee safety belts, to
save lives: that a DOT helmet approved could save lives.
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$QGLW¶VLQWHUHVWLQJWREHLQWKLVFRQYHQWLRQWROHDUQDERXWWKHGLIIHUHQWLVVXHV«(YHU\
year, we [the club] have bike inspections the second week in March.

T.L.: Our road captain is to write a ticket for brakes, turn signals, etc.

067KHUH¶VDILQHWKDWDPHPEHUZRXOGKDYHWRSD\6HHZHULGHLQDJURXSDQG
VRPHWLPHVLW¶VDIDLUO\ODUJHJURXSVRWKDWZHZDQWWRNQRZWKDWVDIHW\FRPHVILUVWZKHQ you
ULGHLQVXFKDJURXS«7KHURDGFDSWDLQHQVXUHVDELNH¶VVDIHW\,IDPHPEHURSSRVHVDWLFNHWKH
can go before a board and challenge it.

7/:H¶UHVRUWRIOLNHWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV:HUXQZLWKWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVODZVDQGZH
stay within the United States, if the United States says this is what you have to do. So we, sort of
like, our club is built on something like the United States. And the government can say what you
KDYHWRGRWKDW¶VZKDWRXUFOXEVD\VZKDW\RXKDYHWRGR$QGZKHQZHSXWWKHVHOaws out, we
MXVWGRQ¶WSXWWKHPRXWWRKDYHIXQZLWKWKHPZHSXWWKHPRXWLQRXUUXOHV7KHVHDUHILQHVWKDW
we have set aside for each member to have to pay. So we work sort of like the government. The
JRYHUQPHQWVD\V\RX¶YHJRWWRSD\WD[\RX¶YHJRWWR pay tax. So this [is] the way we run our
FOXE6RUWRIOLNHEDVHGRQWKHVDPHZD\$PHULFDUXQVDQGUXQOLNHWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV6RWKDW¶V
DOOWKHODZV«

,¶YHEHHQLQUHODWLRQZLWK6RQQ\%DUJHUVLQFH,JXHVVEHIRUHKHHYHQMRLQHGWKH$QJHOV
and we used to drink coffee sometimes, back there on 23rd Avenue in Oakland. And we sort of
kept that relationship going on for years. And like I told him, one time at our twenty-fifth
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anniversary, that if I happen to pass before he does, I want him to be a pall bearer at my funeral.
$QGKHVDLG³:HOO7RELH,ZDQWWRGRWKHVDPHWKLQJ:HOOOLNHLI,SDVVEHIRUH\RX,ZDQW\RX
WREHRQHRIPLQHEHFDXVHZHKDYHEHHQDURXQGIRUWRRORQJ\RXNQRZ´$QG,VDLG\HDK

Well, regardless of what we say, we want to get that out in writing. And my Vice3UHVLGHQWVDLG³7RELH´WKHODVWWLPH>EHIRUH@KHJRWNLOOHG²LW¶VWKLVODVW1RYHPEHUFRPLQJEDFN
from Reno²DQGKHVDLG³7RELH\RX¶GEHWWHUJHWWKDWLQZULWLQJEHFDXVHVRPHRIWKHPROG
ER\VWKH\ZRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQG /DXJKWHr.) So we laughed about it. But we have a lot of good
relationships with the Angels. You know, we get along real good with each other in Oakland and
HYHU\ZKHUHHOVHZHJR«

M.S.: They had a thing where Carlos [Santana] was going to shoot his new video. Carlos
Santana has a thing with Everlast. Everlast and Carlos decided, I guess Carlos wanted to shoot a
music video at the East Bay Dragons Club, actually 88 International Boulevard, and it was a
great experience to have his whole staff come in and use our facilities to do his music video. We
HQMR\HGKDYLQJKLP«7KH\FDPHLQDQGWKH\VHWSURSVDQGWKH\FKDQJHGDURXQGZKDWVKRWV
WKH\ZDQWWRVKRRW«6RWKH\FKDQJHGWKHZKROH>FOXEKRXVH@«&DUORVKDGDJUHDWVKRRW,WKLQN
he probably will be very successful in his new video with Everlast.

T.L.: They did a job, man, and we started at 8:30. started to shoot something like at 9:30
RQHPRUQLQJDQGWKH\GLGQ¶WVWRSµWLODERXWWZRR¶FORFNWKDWQLJKW7KH\VDLGZHOO\RXNQRZD
lot of people were running there with FDPHUDVDQGWKLQJVWKH\ZHUHVD\LQJ³:HOODVORQJDV
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\RXGRQ¶WKDYHQRIODVK\RXNQRZ\RXGRQ¶WKDYHQRIODVK´7KH\ZHUHMXVWORRVHPDQLWZDV
just like you were having a party.

M.S.: They allowed us to take pictures.

T.L.: I was proud of him, because he goes way back, you know: those Janet Jackson and
all them mother- , all them old boys and Sly Stone and Jimi Hendrix. And I was just proud to see
KLPPDNHLWµFDXVHZH,XVHGWRJRWRKLVVKRZV\RXNQRZZKHQKHZDVMXVWVWDUWLQJRXW<RX
know, EDFNLQWKHµV\RXNQRZ,ZDVLWPDGHPHIHHOJRRGIRUKLPWRVHHKLPPDNHLW$QG
he came from the neighborhood, too. That was another thing, too, that made me feel proud, too.
%HFDXVHLW¶VDORWRI&KLFDQRVOLYLQJLQWKHQHLJKERUKRRGGLJLW

M.S.: I have snapshots of him signing autographs with kids in the neighborhood. And
WKDWZDVSUHWW\LPSUHVVLYHWRVHHKLPWDNHWKHWLPHWREHLQWKHKRRGVRWKDWZHFDOOLW³WKH
KRRG´DQGWRVHH6DQ&DUORV>VLF@MXVW,PHDQZHJRWWRZRUNDORQJZLWKKLVVHcurity. We were
OLNH&DUORV¶VVHFXULW\¶VVHFXULW\$QGKHZDONHGDURXQGDVLIKHZDVSDUWRIWKHELNHVHW$QG,
was pretty impressed with that. He looked very relaxed and I like seeing that, you know, when a
person could walk in your neighborhood and feel safe and be himself. You know, it was great.

T.L.: And I enjoyed it. I checked him: the way he was, who he was. You know, he was
MXVWRUGLQDU\+HZDVQ¶WWU\LQJWRSXWRQQRWKLQJ+HGLGQ¶WKDYHQRIDQF\FORWKHVRUFDUU\LQJRQ
He was a part of the neighborhood, where we were looking at it, you know. And in my mind, I
WKLQNZDV³,¶OOEHGDPQHGPDQ\RX¶UHVWLOOKHUH$QG\RXKDYHWKHVXFFHVV\RXNQRZ´$QG,
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ZDVORRNLQJDWLW«:H¶YHEHHQKHUHIRUZRUNLQJRQIRUW\-one years as an organization of the
EDVW%D\'UDJRQVDQGZH¶YHGRQHFDPHIURPPDQ\SODFHV$QGDOORIDVXGGHQZHGRQ¶WKDYH
QRZHJRWWD«$QGZHKDYHQHYHUUHDFKHGWKDWJRDO\HW$QGLQP\WKLQJLVWKHZD\,ORRNHGDW
FRORUV,VDLG³0DQWKDW¶VDORWRILQVSLUDWLRQWRPHWRIHHOLQP\ heart, to see you make it like
WKDW7KHQ,NQRZLW¶VDSODFHIRUXVDQGRQHXSWKDWZH¶YHJRWVRPHWKLQJWRGRXSIXUWKHUXSWKH
URDG´6RWKDW¶VZKDW,IHHO,IHHOUHDOSURXGWRVHHKLPWRFRPHLQRXUFOXEKRXVHDQGVKRRWD
YLGHR6R,IHOWVRJRRG,¶PWHOOLQJ\D,¶OOEHWDONLQJDERXWLW\HWWRGD\PDNHP\VHOIIHHOJRRG
you know.

<RXNQRZLQRXUQHLJKERUKRRGLW¶VDELJROGFRPPXQLW\VHHDQGDFKXUFKDURXQGWKH
FRUQHUKHUHDELJFKXUFK:KDW¶VWKHQDPHRIWKHFKXUFK"$OOHQ7HPSOH:H¶YHJRWDOLttle rev.
He comes down there every year. Like, we have our block party. He comes down there every
year and prays over our block party, for it to be a success. And we have a lot of respect in the
neighborhood, because every year we play Santa Claus. We beeQGRZQWKLVKHUHIRU\HDUVZH¶UH
6DQWDIRUWKHNLGV:H¶UH6DQWD&ODXV

06&KULVWPDVZHVHWRXWGLQQHUVWRQHHG\SHRSOH,W¶VDQDFWLYHFRPPXQLW\
organization that does things for the community. We have Easter egg hunts. We do dinners for
families that are underprivileged, that like, Christmas, Thanksgiving, you know. We feed people
free.

7//LNHRXUSLFQLF:H¶YHJRWDSLFQLFULJKWWKLV\HDUWKDW¶VEHHQJRLQJRQIRUIRUW\RQH\HDUV7KDW¶VWKHILUVWWKLQJWKH(DVW%D\'UDJRQVHYHUJDYHZDVDSicnic that, this year, is
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forty-RQH\HDUV$QGWKDW¶VWKHILUVWWKLQJZHHYHUGLG1RZZHKDYH>LW@DV0HOYLQZRXOGFDOOLW
³LQWKHKRRG´ULJKW"

We used to go up in the hills up there at, uh, way up in the hills and have a picnic. And
all of a sudden, RXUELNHUVWKH\¶GVD\³%XW7RELHZK\LQWKHKHFNGRZHJRXSLQWKHUHDQG
KDVVOHZLWKWKHSROLFHDQGJRXSLQWKHUHLQULFKSHRSOH¶VQHLJKERUKRRGKDYHDOONLQGVRI
KHOLFRSWHUVDQGSROLFHDQGIO\LQJRYHUXVDQGWKHQ«/HW¶VMXVWGRLWGRZQKHUHLQ%URRkfield. So
ODVW\HDUZHZHQWWR%URRNILHOG$QGWKLV\HDUZH¶UHJRLQJEDFNWKHUHDQGLW¶VJRLQJWREHDKHOO
RIDSLFQLFDQGDOOWKDW¶VVZHHW$QG(YDQVDQG-RQHVFRRNVRXWWKHEDUEHTXH$QGDOOZHGRLV
go there and heat it up and warm it up and then cook.
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Appendix B:
-DPHV³+HDY\´(YDQVIRXQGLQJPHPEHURIWKH6RXO%URWKHUV0RWRUF\FOH&OXE
Excerpt from an interview by Barbara Bustillos-Cogswell, May 2000, at the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists Annual Convention in San Francisco, California. Videocassette.

7KH6RXO%URWKHUV0&KDVHLJKWFKDSWHUV-DPHV³+HDY\´(YDQVKDVEHHQULGLQJ+DUOH\'DYLGVRQVIRUILIW\\HDUVLQFOXGLQJRQHQDPHG³0LVV/L]]\´IRUIRUW\-two years and a Sportster
for thirty-six years. He has been riding in the Bay Area since 1955. He met Sky Rider in 1957 at
Jesus on 14th Street in Oakland when he was prospecting for the HAMC.)

-DPHV³+HDY\´(YDQV,ZDVULGLQJZLWKWKH)ULVFR5DWWOHUVKH>6N\5LGHU@ZDVDVWUHHW
racer. I started the Soul Brothers in DVDPL[HGFOXE,NQRZLWZDVQ¶WWKHFRORURIWKHVNLQ
LW¶VZKDW¶VLQWKHKHDUW$QG,JRWHLJKWFKDSWHUV$QGZHDOOGRZQIRUIXQ\RXNQRZ(YHU\ERG\
NQRZVPHWKURXJKRXWWKH%D\$UHD/RV$QJHOHV,¶PD&DOLIRUQLDER\HYHU\ERG\NQRZVPH
throughouW3KRHQL[\HDK«

[In the 1960s] at that time, we were having such a hard time riding, until we all had to
EDQGWRJHWKHU,WZDVDOOWKHZD\XSLQWRWKHHDUO\µVZKHQWKH\VWDUWIDOOLQJDSDUW\RXNQRZ
People start having money, you know, and started, \RXNQRZZKHUHWKH\ZDVQRWGRLQ¶,GRQ¶W
NQRZ,W¶VP\OLIHEHLQJDURXQGPRWRUF\FOHV>KDV@EHHQYHU\JUHDWYHU\JUHDWDQG,GRQ¶WNQRZ
KRZPXFK,FDQVD\«
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Started riding in East Bay in 1955. Started riding with Frisco Angels as a friend in 1955;
Frank Sadilek was the President, and we was all out of the Rattlers then. Road Captain of
5DWWOHUVVR\RXNQRZ,¶YHEHHQVWUHHWUDFHU(YHU\ERG\NQRZVPHEHFDXVH,ORYHGUDJUDFLQJLQ
the streets.

I really do think this [National Coalition of MotorcyclistV&RQYHQWLRQ@LVVRPHWKLQJWKDW¶V
JUHDW,¶YHDOZD\VZDQWHGDQGEXWQHYHUWKRXJKW,¶GHYHUOLYHWRVHHVRPHWKLQJOLNHWKLVDOO
outlaws together as One, you know. So I think this is the first step of success of motorcycle
riders.

(In response to the next question, he answers that he has trained many women how to
ride.)

This is something they never thought would ever happen; that we would do this. Because
WKDWZDVWKHVDPHZKHQWKH\VDLGDPL[HGFOXEZRXOGQHYHUZRUN$QG,PDGHLWZRUNµFDXVH,
had the ELJJHVWPL[HGFOXELQ1RUWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLD$QGLW¶VQRWWKHFRORURIDSHUVRQ¶VVNLQLW¶V
ZKDW¶VLQWKHKHDUW(YHU\ERG\¶VVRPHERG\\RXNQRZ$QGWKDW¶V>ZKDW@ZHGR:HGRQ¶WJLYH
QRQHZHGRQ¶WWDNHQRQH\RXNQRZ6R,GRQ¶WNQRZQRRWKHUZD\WKDWFRuld make me feel any
better, than to see all these patch-KROGHUV«<RXZDONE\:KHWKHU\RXVSHDN\RXNQRZKH¶V
KHUH«<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWREHZRQGHULQJZKRLVWKLVRUZKHUHKHFRPHIURPDQGDOO<RXNQRZ
ZH¶UHDOOEURWKHUV
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,¶PJODGWREHDEOHDIWHUULGLQg motorcycles fifty years, is to be able to see all patchKROGHUVWRJHWKHUDV2QH\RXNQRZLQWKHVDPHEXLOGLQJ<RXNQRZWKDW¶VEHHQP\GUHDPWRVHH
ELNHUVWRJHWKHU$QG,GRQ¶WNQRZDQ\WKLQJHOVHWKDWZRXOGPDNHPHIHHODQ\EHWWHULVWRVHHDOO
bikers together.
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